
Genesis 47:1-12 
Blessings in Goshen 

 
A blessed home … 
 
I. The Kindness of Pharaoh 
 A. Respect for Joseph’s Father 
 B. Reflections of an Aged Jacob 
 
II. The Providence of God 
 A. Provision 
 B. Preservation 
 C. Prosperity 
 D. Promise 
 
III. Blessings in the Land 
 A. Goshen 
 B. Canaan  
 C. And Far Beyond 
 
… away from home. 
 
Children, Listen … 
1. Why do you think Pharaoh was kind to Jacob? 
2. What did Jacob’s family do for a living? 
3. Where did Pharaoh say they should live? What kind of land was that? 
4. What did Jacob do to Pharaoh? 
5. What does it mean that God’s people are always looking forward to a “better 
home?” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There’s No Place Like It 

The tribes of Israel may at surface level appear to have been driven to Egypt by 

the need for food. Certainly the desperation of famine was instrumental, but it 

was an instrument of God. The people of God were able to settle in a rich land, 

establish themselves and even prosper in Goshen, the land given to them by 

Pharaoh himself. But this was not to be a permanent settlement. In time God 

would deliver them from this place in a dramatic way and point them in the 

direction of the Promised Land where the will eventually settle. Yet even the 

Promised land was only a temporary settlement for God’s people, an earthly 

city of passing value and fading beauty. It was only a dusty type of something far 

more glorious God has in store for His people, Paradise, Heaven. That is home 

for God’s people when all is said and done. Even the Old Testament saints were 

looking beyond earthly abodes for a better city – and we like them look to the 

fullness of God’s glorious Kingdom in Jesus Christ. There may be sorrow and 

blessing in this life but there is a glorious new heavens and earth to come for 

God’s people. All the sorrows we face in this life will fade into a forgotten 

forever. All the riches and material blessings will seem so small compared to 

what is in store for us. May we, like the saints before us, truly desire a better 

country, that is, a heavenly one (Hebrews 11:16).  If we desire the Kingdom we 

first desire her King – let us keep our eyes fixed on Him always as we journey to 

a better place our heavenly home.  

 


