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every defilement of body and spirit, 
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Introduction- 
 
2 Corinthians 3:7-18  Now if the 
ministry of death, carved in letters 
on stone, came with such glory that 
the Israelites could not gaze at 
Moses' face because of its glory, 
which was being brought to an end,  
(8)  will not the ministry of the 

Spirit have even more glory?  (9)  
For if there was glory in the 
ministry of condemnation, the 
ministry of righteousness must far 
exceed it in glory.  (10)  Indeed, in 
this case, what once had glory has 
come to have no glory at all, 
because of the glory that surpasses 
it.  (11)  For if what was being 
brought to an end came with glory, 
much more will what is permanent 
have glory.  (12)  Since we have 
such a hope, we are very bold,  (13)  
not like Moses, who would put a 
veil over his face so that the 
Israelites might not gaze at the 
outcome of what was being brought 
to an end.  (14)  But their minds 
were hardened. For to this day, 
when they read the old covenant, 
that same veil remains unlifted, 
because only through Christ is it 
taken away.  (15)  Yes, to this day 
whenever Moses is read a veil lies 
over their hearts.  (16)  But when 
one turns to the Lord, the veil is 
removed.  (17)  Now the Lord is the 
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom.  (18)  And 
we all, with unveiled face, 
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beholding the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to 
another. For this comes from the 
Lord who is the Spirit. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:1-7  Therefore, 
having this ministry by the mercy 
of God, we do not lose heart.  (2)  
But we have renounced disgraceful, 
underhanded ways. We refuse to 
practice cunning or to tamper with 
God's word, but by the open 
statement of the truth we would 
commend ourselves to everyone's 
conscience in the sight of God.  (3)  
And even if our gospel is veiled, it 
is veiled only to those who are 
perishing.  (4)  In their case the god 
of this world has blinded the minds 
of the unbelievers, to keep them 
from seeing the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God.  (5)  For what we 
proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus 
Christ as Lord, with ourselves as 
your servants for Jesus' sake.  (6)  
For God, who said, "Let light shine 
out of darkness," has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ.  (7)  But we 
have this treasure in jars of clay, to 
show that the surpassing power 
belongs to God and not to us. 
 
This past week in talking with the team 
members of the ACFJ blog, I learned 

of two very typical examples of 
churches and pastors and professing 
Christians being blind to the glory of 
God in Christ. In one case a local 
church is kicking off a big program 
push, getting the congregation all 
hyped up about it, and promising that 
this radical new “reshaping” approach 
will produce radical results, radical 
growth, radical….stuff. 
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Have we seen this kind of thing 
before? Of course. I can tell you what 
is going to happen. The excitement 
will build, it will peak, and then this 
whole Total Church thing will fade out 
of sight with all the piles of books and 
materials gathering dust in some 
church attic corner or dumped off at 
Goodwill. 
 
Here is another example currently 
running its course: 
 
7  Ways  to  Gain  
Momentum  in  Your  
Church  This  Fall  

Football,   bonfires,   and   changing  
leaves;  there   is   just  something  special  
about  this  time  of  year.    Many  people  
find  autumn  to  be  the  most  refreshing  
time   of   year.   There   may   be   some  
spiritual   significance  to  all  of   this.  Fall  

is   harvest   time.   God   has   created   the  
season   to   provide   a   time   to   reap   the  
benefits  of  a  lot  of  hard  work  in  earlier  
seasons.   But   cooler   weather   alone   is  
not   enough   to   bring   progress   and  
growth   to   your   church.   Let’s   share   a  
few   practical   and   easy-‐to-‐implement  
ideas   that   will   help   your   church   gain  
some  momentum  this  fall.  
  
Festivals  
Most  towns  and  cities  celebrate  some  
type  of  fall  festival.  Parades,  fairs,  and  
carnivals  are  a  great  time  for  churches  
to   connect   with   the   community.   Join  
the   fun!   With   a   team   of   volunteers  
and  a  little  creativity,  your  church  can  
get   noticed   by   your   neighbors   simply  
by   becoming   a   part   of   whatever   is  
happening  in  your  town.  
  
Football  
High   school   football   is   a   big   deal   in  
most  communities.  It’s  a  great  idea  to  
embrace   that   part   of   your   local  
culture.   Try   hosting   a   pregame   meal  
for   the   team.   Honor   the   coaches   or  
volunteers  with   a   plaque.   Sponsor   an  
ad  in  the  local  paper  or  team  program.  
If   people   see   you   as   true   fans   of   the  
players,  they  will  become  true  fans  of  
your  church.  
  
Back  to  Church  Programs  
People   are   creatures   of   habit.  
Unfortunately,   some   are   in   the   habit  
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of  not  going  to  church  throughout  the  
summer.   We   have   to   give   them   an  
opportunity  to  turn  that  habit  around.  
A  special  day  that  emphasizes  a  return  
to  church  may  be  just  what  is  needed.  
There  are  a  variety  of  approaches  but  
one  effective  program  is  National  Back  
to   Church   Sunday.   The   key   is   to   give  
people  an  excuse  to  come  to  church  in  
the  fall!  

Kids’  Programs  
Families   with   children   are   always  
looking  for  healthy  and  helpful  events.  
Consider   an   after-‐school   tutoring  
program,   a   sports   club,   or   a   scouting  
group.   Church   should   be   a   place  
where   kids   have   fun   while   learning  
about   Christ.   Special   activities   in  
addition   to   Sundays   are   helpful   to  
accomplish   this.   Also   keep   in   mind  
that  a  Back   to  School  Blessing  service  
is   a   great   outreach   opportunity   for  
many  churches.  
  
Message  Series  
Consider   preaching   a   series   of  
sermons   this   fall   that   addresses   a  
Biblical   response   to   real   life   issues.  
Marriage,   child   rearing,   money,   and  
spiritual   transformation   are   excellent  
topics   to   cover.   Promoting   these  
series   in   creative  ways  will   help   build  
energy  in  your  worship  services.  
  
Outdoor  Movie  Night  

If   you   live   in   the   north,   your   days   of  
outdoor   activities   may   be   limited.  
Take  advantage  of  the  cooler  evenings  
and  provide   an   outdoor   family  movie  
night.   There   are   lots   of   good   choices  
of   wholesome   movies   and   young  
families   are   always   open   to   ways   to  
connect  with  each  other.  The  costs  are  
minimal   and   the   technology   needed  
may  already  be  on  hand.  
  
Plan,   Promote,   and   Propel   into   the  
Next  Season  
Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  and  the  New  
Year   are   just   around   the   corner  
(sooner   than   you   expect).   Make   the  
most   of   these   upcoming   seasons   by  
using   the   fall   to   energize   the   church  
forward.  
  
Church   momentum   has   been  
compared  to   the  snowball  effect.  The  
farther   the   snowball   rolls,   the   more  
speed   it   picks   up   and   the   larger   it  
becomes.   Fall   should   be   a   time   of  
spiritual   growth   and   harvest—
increased   momentum.   Let’s   pray   for  
this   kind   of   impact   for   our   churches  
this  fall.  Then,  let’s  put  some  action  to  
our   prayers   and   get   our   churches  
going!  
  
http://www.churchpastor.com/2014/
08/7-‐ways-‐gain-‐momentum-‐church-‐
fall  
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It really is difficult to even know 
where to begin in exposing all of the 
unbiblical ideas in this article. I 
suppose the best way to summarize a 
critique is that this is all religion of the 
flesh. It is the Tower of Babel, the 
Golden Calf. This wonderful sounding 
“wisdom” is completely void of the 
Spirit of Christ. Yet many, if not most, 
local churches are sucked into these 
things. We must be wise and listen 
carefully to what Christ is telling us 
about all this, lest we be drawn away 
from Him as these Corinthians were. 
 
Let’s contrast what this article says 
with what we have been learning in 
God’s Word here in 2 Corinthians. 
 
2 Corinthians 1:5  For as we share 
abundantly in Christ's sufferings, 
so through Christ we share 
abundantly in comfort too. 
 
2 Corinthians 1:8-9  For we do not 
want you to be ignorant, brothers, 
of the affliction we experienced in 
Asia. For we were so utterly 
burdened beyond our strength that 
we despaired of life itself.  (9)  
Indeed, we felt that we had 
received the sentence of death. But 
that was to make us rely not on 
ourselves but on God who raises 
the dead. 
 
2 Corinthians 2:15-17  For we are 
the aroma of Christ to God among 

those who are being saved and 
among those who are perishing,  
(16)  to one a fragrance from death 
to death, to the other a fragrance 
from life to life. Who is sufficient 
for these things?  (17)  For we are 
not, like so many, peddlers of God's 
word, but as men of sincerity, as 
commissioned by God, in the sight 
of God we speak in Christ. 
 
Alright? Let’s pause here and think. 
These program masters are telling us 
that WE are able to make ourselves 
attractive to the world and through our 
methods and gimmicks we can get 
them “in church.” That by doing these 
things we can jump-start our church. 
 
“The ‘happening’ churches are in 
fact the dead churches from which 
Jesus Christ has departed. Churches 
and lives where Christ is truly present 
are shining forth His glory in ever-
increasing brilliance, but a brilliance 
that is veiled to the blinded minds of 
those who have hardened themselves 
against Christ. It is not these ‘jars of 
clay’ churches and Christians who 
need to be ‘jump-started.’ 
 
What is the truth we are learning about 
the gospel of Christ? Those who 
proclaim it will suffer. Those who 
follow Christ will be taught by Christ 
to rely on HIM, not on themselves (ie, 
their programs). AND the gospel is by 
its very nature a STENCH of death in 
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the spiritual nostrils of those who are 
perishing. What these ‘movers and 
shakers’ are telling us is that with the 
proper “doings” we can pump enough 
perfume over the stinking gospel to 
make it attractive to the wicked.  Such 
men are deceivers – 
 
2 Corinthians 2:17  For we are not, 
like so many, peddlers of God's 
word, but as men of sincerity, as 
commissioned by God, in the sight 
of God we speak in Christ. 
 
See it? These program pushers are 
what Paul calls “peddlers of God’s 
word.” Paul calls on us to reject such 
men and methods: 
 
2 Corinthians 4:2  But we have 
renounced disgraceful, 
underhanded ways. We refuse to 
practice cunning or to tamper with 
God's word, but by the open 
statement of the truth we would 
commend ourselves to everyone's 
conscience in the sight of God. 
 
What else do we see here in 2 
Corinthians? 
 
2 Corinthians 3:3  And you show 
that you are a letter from Christ 
delivered by us, written not with 
ink but with the Spirit of the living 
God, not on tablets of stone but on 
tablets of human hearts. 
 

2 Corinthians 3:5-6  Not that we 
are sufficient in ourselves to claim 
anything as coming from us, but 
our sufficiency is from God,  (6)  
who has made us competent to be 
ministers of a new covenant, not of 
the letter but of the Spirit. For the 
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 
 
2 Corinthians 3:12-18  Since we 
have such a hope, we are very bold,  
(13)  not like Moses, who would put 
a veil over his face so that the 
Israelites might not gaze at the 
outcome of what was being brought 
to an end.  (14)  But their minds 
were hardened. For to this day, 
when they read the old covenant, 
that same veil remains unlifted, 
because only through Christ is it 
taken away.  (15)  Yes, to this day 
whenever Moses is read a veil lies 
over their hearts.  (16)  But when 
one turns to the Lord, the veil is 
removed.  (17)  Now the Lord is the 
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom.   
 
(18)  And we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to 
another. For this comes from the 
Lord who is the Spirit. 
 
Glory. Intense, brilliant, shining glory. 
But you have to have eyes to see it. 
The Spirit of God, who is the Lord 
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Himself, is in us. When we came to 
faith in Christ, the Spirit engraved 
God’s Word on our hearts. That is to 
say, He regenerated us. He re-birthed 
us. He made us new creations. And the 
Spirit is continuing, moment by 
moment, to work in us. This is what 
we call sanctification. The Spirit has 
given and continues to give us life. 
Eternal life. Freedom from the 
blindness and bondage the devil held 
us captive to.  
 
Look at that very remarkable 18th verse 
again – 
 
(18)  And we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to 
another. For this comes from the 
Lord who is the Spirit. 
 
Notice that what Paul says here applies 
to EVERY Christian – “and we all.”  
What about us all?  ALL of us, 
EVERY Christian, is looking at the 
glory of the Lord. Just like Moses did 
on Sinai, only in a far superior way. 
You see it again in the next chapter – 
 
2 Corinthians 4:6  For God, who 
said, "Let light shine out of 
darkness," has shone in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

This is all the work of the Spirit, who 
IS the Lord Himself! In us! 
Transforming us from glory to greater 
and greater glory. In other words, 
while the reflected glory in Moses’ 
face was incredibly intense so that the 
people couldn’t look at it, IT FADED. 
But in Christ, in the New Covenant, 
there has been an incredible reversal – 
 
•   The glory, the visible image of 

God Himself, not only does not 
fade, in INCREASES in us. 

 
•   We do look at the face of Jesus 

Christ and His glory does not 
cause us to say “no more”!  In 
fact, the Spirit is showing us 
more and more of Christ and thus 
more and more of the glory of 
God. 

 
•   This all happened as an act of 

power and creation. God, who 
said “let there be light” and 
created the universe, has once 
again said “let there be light,” 
only this time the light exploded 
in our hearts and set us free from 
the darkness of sin and the 
devil’s blinding. 

 
•   As we see Jesus Christ in 

increasing clarity, and as the 
Spirit transforms us into the 
likeness and image of Christ, we 
see God’s glory more and more 
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AND we reflect that glory more 
and more. 

 
What does this glory look like? It 
looks like Jesus Christ, but if a person 
is still hardened in heart, refusing to 
repent and believe the gospel, they 
remain blinded to this glory even 
though Christ, the glory of God, has 
come into this world and shone in the 
darkness – they can’t see it because 
they won’t see it. 
 
Consider Ephesians 4 for further 
insight into what this glory looks like, 
and you will see with new clarity how 
the church today is so often seeking 
after a counterfeit glory – a golden calf 
glory – that is no glory at all: 
 
Ephesians 4:1-32  I therefore, a 
prisoner for the Lord, urge you to 
walk in a manner worthy of the 
calling to which you have been 
called,  (2)  with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing 
with one another in love,  (3)  eager 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace.  (4)  There is 
one body and one Spirit--just as 
you were called to the one hope 
that belongs to your call--  (5)  one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism,  (6)  
one God and Father of all, who is 
over all and through all and in all.  
(7)  But grace was given to each one 
of us according to the measure of 
Christ's gift.  (8)  Therefore it says, 

"When he ascended on high he led 
a host of captives, and he gave gifts 
to men."  (9)  (In saying, "He 
ascended," what does it mean but 
that he had also descended into the 
lower regions, the earth?  (10)  He 
who descended is the one who also 
ascended far above all the heavens, 
that he might fill all things.)   
 
(11)  And he gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the 
shepherds and teachers,  (12)  to 
equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body 
of Christ,  (13)  until we all attain to 
the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to 
mature manhood, to the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ,  (14)  so that we may no 
longer be children, tossed to and 
fro by the waves and carried about 
by every wind of doctrine, by 
human cunning, by craftiness in 
deceitful schemes.  (15)  Rather, 
speaking the truth in love, we are to 
grow up in every way into him who 
is the head, into Christ,  (16)  from 
whom the whole body, joined and 
held together by every joint with 
which it is equipped, when each 
part is working properly, makes the 
body grow so that it builds itself up 
in love.   
 
(17)  Now this I say and testify in 
the Lord, that you must no longer 
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walk as the Gentiles do, in the 
futility of their minds.  (18)  They 
are darkened in their 
understanding, alienated from the 
life of God because of the ignorance 
that is in them, due to their 
hardness of heart.  (19)  They have 
become callous and have given 
themselves up to sensuality, greedy 
to practice every kind of impurity.  
(20)  But that is not the way 
you learned Christ!--  (21)  
assuming that you have heard 
about him and were taught in 
him, as the truth is in Jesus,  
(22)  to put off your old self, 
which belongs to your former 
manner of life and is corrupt 
through deceitful desires,  
(23)  and to be renewed in the 
spirit of your minds,  (24)  and 
to put on the new self, created 
after the likeness of God in 
true righteousness and 
holiness.   
 
(25)  Therefore, having put away 
falsehood, let each one of you speak 
the truth with his neighbor, for we 
are members one of another.  (26)  
Be angry and do not sin; do not let 
the sun go down on your anger,  
(27)  and give no opportunity to the 
devil.  (28)  Let the thief no longer 
steal, but rather let him labor, 
doing honest work with his own 
hands, so that he may have 
something to share with anyone in 

need.  (29)  Let no corrupting talk 
come out of your mouths, but only 
such as is good for building up, as 
fits the occasion, that it may give 
grace to those who hear.  (30)  And 
do not grieve the Holy Spirit of 
God, by whom you were sealed for 
the day of redemption.  (31)  Let all 
bitterness and wrath and anger and 
clamor and slander be put away 
from you, along with all malice.  
(32)  Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave 
you. 
 
Do you see it? The glory of God is 
GOD! It is the perfect, righteous, holy 
character of God and this God, who is 
invisible, has revealed Himself to us in 
His Son. His Spirit in us has written on 
our hearts and is at work in us to form 
this glory in us, ever – increasing 
glory. He is renewing our minds and 
teaching us Christ’s truth, teaching us 
to put off the old wicked former 
manner of life we once lived and to 
walk instead in this new self, which 
has been created after the likeness of 
God. What is that likeness? 
Righteousness and Holiness. 
 
Therefore, the glory of God manifests 
itself in Christ’s people by working 
unseen to transform us into people of 
this righteousness and holiness. Here is 
the glory. Sinners now radically 
changed who now: 
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•   Work hard instead of stealing, 

sharing with others in need 
•   Mouths building others up 

instead of reviling and spewing 
our corrupt talk 

•   Practice kindness and 
forgiveness instead of anger and 
bitterness 

 
THIS is the glory of God that is 
shining out from us. The glory of God 
present among us is not huge, earth-
shaking programs that will fill up 
church buildings.  Many such places 
are actually devoid of the glory of God 
because Christ, in fact, is not being 
formed in the people. They come to 
church, but then they lie and cheat and 
steal and hate. 
 
Isaiah 1:1-20  The vision of Isaiah 
the son of Amoz, which he saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem 
in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 
Judah.  (2)  Hear, O heavens, and 
give ear, O earth; for the LORD has 
spoken: "Children have I reared 
and brought up, but they have 
rebelled against me.  (3)  The ox 
knows its owner, and the donkey its 
master's crib, but Israel does not 
know, my people do not 
understand."  (4)  Ah, sinful nation, 
a people laden with iniquity, 
offspring of evildoers, children who 
deal corruptly! They have forsaken 

the LORD, they have despised the 
Holy One of Israel, they are utterly 
estranged.  (5)  Why will you still 
be struck down? Why will you 
continue to rebel? The whole head 
is sick, and the whole heart faint.  
(6)  From the sole of the foot even 
to the head, there is no soundness 
in it, but bruises and sores and raw 
wounds; they are not pressed out 
or bound up or softened with oil.  
(7)  Your country lies desolate; your 
cities are burned with fire; in your 
very presence foreigners devour 
your land; it is desolate, as 
overthrown by foreigners.  (8)  And 
the daughter of Zion is left like a 
booth in a vineyard, like a lodge in 
a cucumber field, like a besieged 
city.  (9)  If the LORD of hosts had 
not left us a few survivors, we 
should have been like Sodom, and 
become like Gomorrah.  (10)  Hear 
the word of the LORD, you rulers 
of Sodom! Give ear to the teaching 
of our God, you people of 
Gomorrah!  (11)  "What to me is the 
multitude of your sacrifices? says 
the LORD; I have had enough of 
burnt offerings of rams and the fat 
of well-fed beasts; I do not delight 
in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or 
of goats.  (12)  "When you come to 
appear before me, who has 
required of you this trampling of 
my courts?  (13)  Bring no more 
vain offerings; incense is an 
abomination to me. New moon and 
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Sabbath and the calling of 
convocations-- I cannot endure 
iniquity and solemn assembly.  (14)  
Your new moons and your 
appointed feasts my soul hates; 
they have become a burden to me; I 
am weary of bearing them.  (15)  
When you spread out your hands, I 
will hide my eyes from you; even 
though you make many prayers, I 
will not listen; your hands are full 
of blood.  (16)  Wash yourselves; 
make yourselves clean; remove the 
evil of your deeds from before my 
eyes; cease to do evil,  (17)  learn to 
do good; seek justice, correct 
oppression; bring justice to the 
fatherless, plead the widow's cause.  
(18)  "Come now, let us reason 
together, says the LORD: though 
your sins are like scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow; though they 
are red like crimson, they shall 
become like wool.  (19)  If you are 
willing and obedient, you shall eat 
the good of the land;  (20)  but if 
you refuse and rebel, you shall be 
eaten by the sword; for the mouth 
of the LORD has spoken." 
 
We are a small church in numbers. But 
never mind. If we are growing into the 
likeness of Christ, then the glory of 
God is present here and our faces are 
shining. Don’t be discouraged or 
surprised if most people don’t want to 
look at you.  
 

Let’s close with an example of what 
the wicked (especially those who claim 
to belong to God) do in the presence of 
a shining face: 
 
 
Acts 6:8-15  And Stephen, full of 
grace and power, was doing great 
wonders and signs among the 
people.  (9)  Then some of those 
who belonged to the synagogue of 
the Freedmen (as it was called), 
and of the Cyrenians, and of the 
Alexandrians, and of those from 
Cilicia and Asia, rose up and 
disputed with Stephen.  (10)  But 
they could not withstand the 
wisdom and the Spirit with which 
he was speaking.  (11)  Then they 
secretly instigated men who said, 
"We have heard him speak 
blasphemous words against Moses 
and God."  (12)  And they stirred up 
the people and the elders and the 
scribes, and they came upon him 
and seized him and brought him 
before the council,  (13)  and they 
set up false witnesses who said, 
"This man never ceases to speak 
words against this holy place and 
the law,  (14)  for we have heard 
him say that this Jesus of Nazareth 
will destroy this place and will 
change the customs that Moses 
delivered to us."  (15)  And gazing 
at him, all who sat in the council 
saw that his face was like the face 
of an angel. 
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Acts 7:51-60  "You stiff-necked 
people, uncircumcised in heart and 
ears, you always resist the Holy 
Spirit. As your fathers did, so do 
you.  (52)  Which of the prophets 
did your fathers not persecute? 
And they killed those who 
announced beforehand the coming 
of the Righteous One, whom you 
have now betrayed and murdered,  
(53)  you who received the law as 
delivered by angels and did not 
keep it."  (54)  Now when they 
heard these things they were 
enraged, and they ground their 
teeth at him.  (55)  But he, full of 
the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven 
and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God.  (56)  And he said, "Behold, I 
see the heavens opened, and the 
Son of Man standing at the right 
hand of God."  (57)  But they cried 
out with a loud voice and stopped 
their ears and rushed together at 
him.  (58)  Then they cast him out 
of the city and stoned him. And the 
witnesses laid down their garments 
at the feet of a young man named 
Saul.  (59)  And as they were 
stoning Stephen, he called out, 
"Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."  
(60)  And falling to his knees he 
cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them." 
And when he had said this, he fell 
asleep. 

 
Somehow that sounds quite different 
than a place where church members all 
become local football fans and then the 
community becomes fans of that 
church.  
 
 
 


