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I thank you for that Psalm and what I’m going to talk about today is something, last year 
I spoke about the slippery slope of gradualism questioning the King James Bible and at 
that time I had a lot of papers and I’m still in the same habit. I still have a whole lot of 
papers and this is only a fraction of them. But I’m not speaking on that subject because I 
felt like the Lord was really wanting me to talk about something else because there are a 
lot of things that affect churches and cause them to go astray from the King James Bible 
and I thought that was enough time on the concordance. Today, there are a lot of issues in 
music that really affect churches and cause...and we've seen a lot of churches that are 
sound Baptist churches that have gone astray themselves.

You can't hear me? Can everyone hear me? Okay, yes? Cathy, can you hear? Okay.

Let me just start with a Scripture. I was looking at...I kept thinking about what my father-
in-law says about "who hath despised the day of small things" because a lot of times 
when we think of the church today and a lot of the contemporary ideas, we think of how 
they want to grow a megachurch and want to have the kind of music that's going to bring 
in people, that's going to cause them to want to come whether they're saved or unsaved. 
So let me just look here. I'm in chapter 4 of Zechariah and, actually, the Lord just placed 
that verse on my heart and then as I looked at the context, it's rather interesting because it 
seems really to fit what I’m going to talk about which is a specific something of music.

Anyway, let me start with verse 5, Zechariah 4:5, "Then the angel that talked with me 
answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord." 
He was talking about the two olive trees and this is Zechariah picturing the two olive 
trees which reminds me of Revelation where we have the two lampstands. Anyway, I 
don't want to get into that but it kind of goes into this music issue that I’m going to talk 
about.

5 Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, Knowest 
thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. 6 Then he answered and 
spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, 
saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of 
hosts. 7 Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt 
become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with 

Page 1 of 9

http://www.biblefortoday.org/bft_church.htm
http://www.sermonaudio.com/biblefortoday


shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. 8 Moreover the word of the LORD 
came unto me, saying, 9 The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation 
of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the 
LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. 10 For who hath despised the day 
of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the 
hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, 
which run to and fro through the whole earth. 

There is a movement today called the Latter Rain movement and it has infected the 
music, contemporary music in a lot of churches and this was sort of a personal testimony, 
a lot of what I’m talking about because from the time I was saved and I grew up in a 
Roman Catholic home and I heard the Gospel from a Baptist church when I was a child 
but I wasn't saved until I was in college. But in the course of those years before I was 
saved, the Lord brought different things across my path that were more pentecostal and 
charismatic in nature and not that I really got involved in them but I had friends who 
were a part. One friend that was a part of the Vineyard, so my natural inclination when I 
was first saved, "Okay, well, I’m going to listen to whatever is popular." That's what 
everyone would do and so I listened to a Christian rock station and I thought, "Okay, 
well, now I’m going to go to this church." Mind you, I was a babe in Christ and I went to 
this church. It was a word of faith church. Now, I don't know if you're familiar with those 
churches but they're kind of the name it and claim it sort of church and it wasn't what 
they said but it was when I went in there and I saw what was happening and it seemed 
like people were falling down on the ground. All these manifestations of the Spirit which 
have been called charismata by the charismatic movement which, all of this, now the 
charismatic movement has moved into what is called neo-charismatics. In other words, 
not longer are they denominations but they're actually, this movement has progressed 
outside of denominations and actually the neo-charismatic movement is all over the 
world.

But just getting back to my testimony a little bit, so a friend shared with me about the 
kind of music that they listened to and so that affected me and I started listening to more 
conservative music. I wouldn't say that it wasn't contemporary but it wasn't rock any 
longer and I was attending a sound Bible believing Baptist church and I grew a lot. But 
what I saw in the church that I attended, there was a lot of contradiction because we were 
in the campus ministry that I was involved in, we were singing certain praise choruses 
and we were singing songs like, "Heaven Came Down," by John W. Peterson, who is a 
pentecostal and with a lot of his music that he puts into the soul of his inspirations, he 
actually associated himself with Ralph Carmichael who kind of led that whole 
movement. So sometimes hymnals and other music has been influenced by this different 
charismatic movement even if the original writer of the music or the writer of publication 
and the editor of the publication isn't necessarily pentecostal or charismatic, if he 
endorses them by putting them in his songbook in the case of this inspiration that was in 
his songbook or in a hymnbook which today is profound. It's everywhere.

My husband and I went to Bucknell University and we were just going somewhere for 
our anniversary and we went to, let me see if I can remember the name of the town. It's in 
Pennsylvania, wherever Bucknell University is. I'm sorry, I can't seem to recall right now. 
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But anyhow, we were able to get into the chapel building. It was on a Saturday and it was 
open so we walked in and it said that they essentially have an ecumenical service and it 
started as a Baptist university and they had the head pastor and he was a Protestant and 
then we had a Roman Catholic that was assisting and a Jewish rabbi so we had all this 
together, all this ecumenism and so we were able to actually get beyond the foyer and 
actually go inside and we were starting to look, I was looking at the hymnbook which 
was published by Hope Publishing which back in the early 1900s would produce things 
that we would probably sing but when I read the words...I'm not sure if I can find them 
and I’m not sure if I even have them but the first ten songs, there were probably only two 
that I had ever heard of before. There was one song that I wrote down and I have the 
words. 

I'm sorry, this is sort of a diversion from the beginning of what I was going to say but I 
guess this is.... Okay, the song was called "God Is Here" and this is what it says.

"Here, as in the world around us,
all our varied skills and arts
wait the coming of His Spirit
into open minds and hearts."

Now, what do you think that..... I don't have a clue. I'm thankful that my daughter goes to 
a secular university where she's not confused by such ecumenism.

But anyway, so what I want to get into as far as the church I was saved in, we were 
having, like I said, they were in charge of the campus fellowship because it was 
started....the concept was very separated and they even taught that when I joined the 
church. They wouldn't participate in it, the Bible conference, because they were people 
there that would be apostates so they wanted to be distinct from that but yet they 
contradicted themselves because they wouldn't allow this music that we were singing in 
the campus ministry in the church which I thought was a good standard but they had 
special music that was contemporary Christian music. The Imperials that would come 
and we had professional musicians that were being trained at the local university but they 
didn't have the understanding and discernment to recognize contemporary music. It was 
what I would call sort of easy listening. I don't know. There are so many categories of 
Christian music but the Imperials. Maybe you've heard of this song, "People Need the 
Lord." That is ecumenical. 

Then you have, let me see, what was another one? They would sing "Majesty" and this is 
where it gets kind of into what I really want to talk about. "Majesty" was written by Jack 
Hayford. Jack Hayford is the leading pastor of the International Church of the Foursquare 
Gospel which is a type of pentecostal church that began under the leadership of Aimee 
Semple McPherson who was married twice. One time her husband died so it was 
legitimate for her to marry again but then she had a divorce situation because she refused 
to submit to her husband essentially and she ended up getting married again after that, 
aside from the fact that she was not to be a woman preacher.
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His theology is something that is real pronounced today and it's called the Latter Rain 
theology and I don't know if you've ever heard of it but his song "Majesty," when I would 
sing it or when I heard it sung, I didn't understand what was actually being said but it 
said, "Majesty, kingdom authority, flow from his throne unto his own; his anthem raise." 
What these Latter Rain people believe is that this theology which has permeated the 
whole contemporary Christian music is that we're going to usher in the kingdom. They 
are dominionists and...I'm sorry. I'm sort of losing my train of through. This "flow from 
his throne," they actually believe that they will be the ones at his throne. They're going to 
be the ones that are going to bring, subdue everyone. Again, the dominionist type of 
theology.

Pardon me. Bear with me.

So the Latter Rain theology says that this was actually being brought into the church and 
now the church is into all the praise and worship choruses...according to the King James 
Bible, they're not using the King James Bible any longer. They're into 
Calvinism...confused and I love the people. I love the church. It was how I heard the 
Gospel so but it's very dangerous and it's very dear to my heart.

I don't know if you've ever heard of the term Kingdom Now theology but a lot of times 
they take Matthew 24 and they apply it incorrectly rather than understanding that that is a 
passage that relates to Israel. They will take that passage and somehow apply it to the 
church. They basically don't believe that there is a future for Israel. They believe that they 
are Israel. Their covenant replacement theology and so they basically think that this 
whole reclaiming period where they're going to get dominion, they're going to...it's not 
just going to be a spiritual thing, it's going to be an economic, political and social 
overtaking.

Some other names you may have heard are the Third Wave which is very interesting, that 
term, because when you put it in light of how I have seen defined these different ways, 
the first wave was the birth of pentecostalism at Azusa Pacific Mission in 1906 or 
sometimes they say 1901 which really had birthed before that in the holiness movement. 
So this isn't just something that's new. It's always been but the influence is growing 
greatly and...stumbling across...I don't really feel I stumbled across it but the Lord 
brought it to me but it was a dictionary. It was called the New International Dictionary of 
Pentecostal and Charismatic Movement and it was 3,000 pages if you can imagine. I was 
able to look up a lot of really interesting things in there and I found a lot of things on the 
internet. I had some books and, like I say, that particular dictionary was a big help to me.

But like I say, that was the first wave and some of the seeds for this first wave, this is 
Azusa Street Revival, actually began during the 1800s when we had different utopian, I 
would say, Christian communes and one of them was the Shakers. There were other ones 
and they were all very aberrant teachings. Very strange. But the Shakers, they were 
founded by a woman named Mother Ann and she was the mother and father. She would 
talk about mother/father God and she believed that she was somehow connected with 
God. I mean, it was really scary.
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But they would have these manifestations of the Spirit and they would be speaking in 
tongues. They would dance. They would do all sorts of different things and so all of this 
had seeds then and a lot of what was going on then, they may have had in other times. 
Interestingly, I’ll just point this out, Gospel music, the pentecostals will say that D. L. 
Moody was a great founder of this. Well, they claim him as their own but he was not a 
pentecostal. He was a fundamentalist Christian and they claim him because they like 
evangelism and he was an evangelist. It's just interesting because that was sort of when a 
lot of the...I'm sorry. I forget my thought there. Excuse me.

So now getting back to the three waves. The second wave then actually was kind of 
started in the 40s, late 40s, by a man named William Branham. William Branham, I 
believe he was a Canadian. I don't have...my notes...they're in here somewhere.

But he believed in actually what is called the Latter Rain theology and he was the one 
that really put a name to it. Let me see. I'm sorry. I'm a little disorganized. I don't like to 
read things. I just don't. I'm not natural that way so I don't want to...so I’ve got my notes 
and I’ve looked over them and so. I did this last time too.

Anyway, we'll probably find William Branham later but let's just suffice it to say that 
William Branham...I'm sorry. This is...here is some. Oh, that's right. He was a man 
who...this is now coming back to me. He had several visions as he was growing up and 
he went to a...this is sort of a strange story. He went to a fortuneteller or something and 
they told him that he was born under a sign which it is written in his testimony that I read 
but whether or not his mother told him that or the fortuneteller told him that, I have no 
idea. But it's very peculiar either way. But he had a healing ministry in the 50s.

So a lot of these Latter Rain people believe that the sign gifts, in other words, gifts of 
healing, the prophets and the apostles in particular are going to be restored at the end 
times so they believe it is totally to be restored during the first wave and so then during 
the second wave, it's going to be restored a little bit more and then the third wave. I don't 
know how many waves they think there are going to be but we'll see.

But the actual charismatic movement was kind of part of the second wave so getting past 
William Branham, a lot of people will say that Dennis Bennett was the founder, not 
founder but he was like the first in the charismatic movement. Is there a problem?

I don't know. Maybe this one too. Maybe this one is for the sound. If you can't hear me, 
that's why. I'm not sure. He gave me a thumbs up so I thought I had the right one on but 
maybe I put the wrong one on. I'll put this one on too just in case. I don't know.

Anyway so, David Bennett. He was an episcopalian from California and interestingly I 
think he was originally from Van Nuys, California which is exactly where Jack Hayford 
is. But he wanted to have this experience of receiving these gifts, essentially speaking in 
tongues and having any other. I'm not sure exactly what gifts he was looking for aside 
from the speaking in tongues but he went to some kind of pentecostal or someone who 
believed in these gifts and he received these gifts so-called.
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So that was sort of the beginning of the second wave and then the third wave began in the 
80s which was kind of popularized and made more available through television and 
intranet and C. Peter Wagner is the founder of the New Apostolic Reformation and then 
the Vineyard movement is also a part of this movement. I have friends that are in the 
Vineyard movement from when I was in college and I'm still friends with them because I 
don't think they have a clue what they're into.

Then Todd Bentley, I think he's a Canadian but he was a part of the Lakeland Revival 
where it was like the Toronto Blessing kind of...and Rick Joyner. So these men are part of 
this third wave. We think of the Vineyard movement and a lot of Todd Bentley and the 
Toronto Blessing, all of that as being very extreme but the permeation level of this whole 
movement is very, very broad and so it has implications for everyone and I’m concerned 
where all this is going.

Let me get into...I'm sorry. I'm going to backtrack a hair. Some of Branham's 
peculiar...now remember, this is the man from the 1948 through 1950, who started the 
whole idea of the Latter Rain. Some of his peculiar story is he denied the Trinity and he 
believed in oneness or immortalism. If we remember Genesis 1:26 says, God says, "Let 
us make man in our image," and that is the plural so that shows us that there are three 
persons, at least three, because it's not like our plural. It's three. Then he also believed in 
UFOs and he thought he was one of the two witnesses of Revelation 11. Really strange. 
So his followers thought he was Elijah and he also thought he was the seventh angel of 
Revelation 10:7. So that's strange. And he gave a whole lot of false prophecies. This is 
the really weird thing because a lot of these movements, they give a lot of false 
prophecies but they don't listen to what the Bible says. In Deuteronomy 18:20 it says, 
"When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not nor come to 
pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken but if the prophet hath spoken it 
presumptuously rather but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously, thou shalt not be 
afraid of him." So it's very clear they should never have followed him but their eyes were 
blinded. They were completely deceived.

Then they believed that the only kind of baptism that was proper was in the name of 
Jesus only so we don't baptize in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost but 
we baptize in the name of Jesus. We don't say Father. We don't say Holy Ghost. And he 
believed that if you baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost that was the 
mark of the beast. Can you believe that?

Then the really awful thing which goes back to the Shakerism, he taught that Eve's sin in 
the Garden of Eden was sexual in nature. Very, very weird. Mother Ann had that same 
kind of weird problem as well.

These are some of the things that dominion theology or Latter Rain theology and that part 
of dominion theology. There is a...in the theology that is not particularly Latter Rain but 
in the Latter Rain, they believe the church must be restored and equipped to their fivefold 
ministry and that fivefold ministry, I believe, is Ephesians 4:11 where it says, "And he 
gave some to be..." Help me out anyone. There are five gifts there. Ephesians 4:11. Have 
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you got it, Kate? "And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers." So as you can see, some of those gifts were 
sign gifts. They were temporary gifts, the apostles and the prophets but they believe that 
the apostles and prophets have been restored and so sometimes you'll hear about them 
being called the renewal of these gifts or sometimes the restoration or just all sorts of 
different terms.

Now, this is kind of an interesting thing. When I was looking at this, something came to 
my mind. Another one of their teachings is that they must come to perfection in complete 
and visible unity. Now, are you still there? Okay. Because the next two verses talk about, 
I’m thinking maybe this is where they are getting it. It must come to perfection in 
complete and visible unity, Ephesians 4:12-13. Are you there? "For the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." Right, as you...other things, 
you'll hear that thing in this. That's where I’m getting this. 

They believe they're going to judge the apostate church but in reality we know they are 
the apostate church and Jesus Christ is actually going to be the judge at the great white 
throne. Revelation 20:11-12 say, "And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, 
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for 
them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: 
and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of 
those things which were written in the books, according to their works."

And they also believe they will redeem a creation and restore the earth. That's not what 
they're going to do, that's what the Lord Jesus Christ is going to do. And they believe they 
will eventually overcome death in a counterfeit rapture. It's very peculiar their concept of 
rapture. It's like a spiritual thing or something. It's very strange. It's that unity that comes 
to the unity that we were reading about, they somehow, that is the rapture.

Then #8, the church will thus inherit the earth and rule over it from the throne of Christ. 
Notice that? That song, "Majesty," what was the line? "Unto his own. Flow from his 
throne." So they're going to be there at his throne. Does that make sense? I mean, we 
know that Christ is going to be sitting on his own throne, why would we be sitting there? 
Why would a church? It's very satanic because that's exactly what Satan always wants to 
do, he wants to be just like God. He wants to be like Christ.

Then some other apostasies from a book called "Strange Fire: The Rise of Gnosticism in 
the Church." They consider themselves divine, equal to Christ. This is where it gets into 
the next phase where they're actually becoming the emergent church where we are 
becoming and then there's another something and they sort of all blend together because 
you're getting ties with Buddhism and Hinduism and you name it, and a lot of esoteric 
type of knowledge and witchcraft and it's just very evil. 

They believe their divinity comes from within themselves and they will reign on earth as 
gods. In the process of becoming perfect and immortal in this age, that's what they 
believe. They're in the process of becoming perfect. That kind of stems from the 1800s 
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when the holiness movement, you can kind of see how that, where that feeds from. I 
mean, of course, it's progressed way past that but you've got some little seeds. It's a lot 
easier to get rid of the seed than it is a big plant.

They believe their revelations because they believe in ongoing revelations and visions 
and things that would obviously be at least equal if not superior to the Scriptures, are 
attributed to the divine gnosis. We know that word. It's not a good word. Knowledge. I 
mean, there's nothing wrong with the word but the gnostics, I mean, that's kind of how 
they were, located within them. So they think this knowledge is within them.

They have political ambitions to establish the government of the sons of God to the 
exclusion of the personal presence of Jesus Christ. 

They believe it's wrong to interpret the Bible literally. They think it should be interpreted 
allegorically, symbolically and spiritually. It's sort of like a mystical Bible study based 
more on experiences and discussions. This is my own thinking because I went to a Bible 
study with a girl that wanted me to go there and I thought she was going to be there. 
Well, she didn't go but I went and I saw what it was like and, well, I learned something.

They are antisemitic. They believe voices are experiences and are equal to or greater, like 
I said before. Thank you. The final inerrant, infallible voice of God found in the Holy 
Scriptures. 

They reject the literal resurrection and redemption of the body.

Let me see what else I want to say exactly. But as far as music goes, many of the 
contemporary Christian musicians sing about this river that the Latter Rain movement 
sings about. There was a woman that attended these revivals. She was actually looking 
for a real revival and she was listening to the music and it was talking about a river and a 
lot of the contemporary Christian musicians also sing this. I'm not sure exactly what the 
meaning of that, the spiritual meaning of that is.

The Gaithers believe in Latter Rain. One of their songs was called "What Once Was A 
River." It's telling the prophecies are here. The Spirit is moving. The last days are near. 

"Young men will see ventures and old men will dream dreams.
I will pour out my spirit in those days
Like never before seen.

"What once was a river now is a flood
What once was a taste of His glory now is a feast of His love.
Windows of heaven have open above
What once was a river now is a flood."

Anyway it goes on but the point is that the Gaithers are very popular and a lot of times 
we see that and people sing those songs in churches and they are a lot of times in 
hymnbooks and there is a lot of contemporary Christian music, if you really look, that 
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seeps into hymnbooks and we have to be careful about it because it's just going to be one 
step and the music is going to slide.

On that note, let me...there was something if I could find it about, let me read what it says 
here about Ralph Carmichael and some of you know but Ralph Carmichael, what was 
happening in the 50s and 60s apparently young people were becoming a little restless, at 
least this is how...this is from the Pentecostal Dictionary now so this is from their vantage 
point. Ralph Carmichael, he was one of the first to notice this restlessness and to respond 
to this point of alienation between youth and the church and he was a popular music 
composer, arranger with roots in the Assembly of God. Through his music he attempted 
to build a bridge between the generations, introduce new styles of music together with 
new instruments such as drum sets, electric guitars, electric keyboards and sophisticated 
electronic sound systems....the birth of what is called today contemporary Christian 
music, CCM.

Now, with that in mind, I want to say Ralph Carmichael, we have a hymnbook in our 
church and we have two songs that he sang and he wrote that are in our hymnbook. "A 
Savior Is Waiting," which we have sung that before and I wonder if we knew what that 
was? Who he was? And what he did? Now, one thing to note with the pentecostals, what 
they have said is they have boasted that they have been always open to all sorts of 
different types of music. They never had a particular type of music that they liked but we 
have to understand that it's not about taste. It's about being holy and I'm glad we sang that 
song this morning. I was meditating on that verse of "Be ye holy for I am holy," and I 
couldn't think of where it was and then I finally realized and I found it.

Let me close with that. That's about my time, right? So let me just read that verse. A 
good, good summary. Let's see. I read a book by Kent Brandenburg. It was an excellent 
book on music. I would recommend it to anyone. He talks about a lot of different, 
answering a lot of different issues and I think he talked about these verses, "As obedient 
children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: But 
as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because 
it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy."
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