
 
Living Out the Kingdom of God (Ephesians 4:17-20) Part I 

• Christianity, likened to a putting on & a putting off – turning away, turning to  

• A Christian is one who has been transformed from darkness into light  

• Christian life is radical it powerfully transforms & conforms us into God’s image 

• In chapters 1-3 Paul sets before the Ephesians the glory of God in the Gospel  

• 4:1-16 – unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace and the centrality of the trinity  

• The goal & purpose of all God’s gifts given by the triune God: maturity in Christ 

I. What We Have Been Freed From (4: 17-19) 

• Paul testifies to believers in the Lord no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles 

1) “Dark and confused thoughts” ‘futility of mind’  

2)  Hardened hearts: Being “Alienated from-life of God because of ignorance” 

3) Closed mind impure & greedy thoughts (19)given themselves up to sensuality

4) greedy to practice every kind of impurity s18 darkened in their understanding 

• Believers in Christ have been transformed, they’re new creatures, Paul addresses

II. What We Are To Pursue and How We Are to Pursue It (4:20) 

20 But you have not so learned Christ 

• To learn Christ is far more than to learn about Christ cerebrally 

• Their hearts, minds, & will: been transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit 

• Their growth may have been slow & at times seemed stagnant but they grew  

• Paul: wherever they were in their growth they had not learnt Christ to sin more 

if indeed you’ve heard Him & have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus 

• The Ephesians had heard and listened in their hearts to Jesus (John 5:24) 

• “have been taught by Him” this is illumination, truth in the inner man  

• This is also what it means to take His yoke upon you (Matthew 11:28) 

• If you have really heard Him & been taught by Him you can’t live like the world 


