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Romans 5:1-2 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 22 

 
Introduction: 
 
     The section we have been in for quite some time is Paul’s section of Romans dealing with 
Justification. The Apostle has built the case that God justifies on the basis of faith in Christ 
alone. He will now turn his pen in Romans five and continue the section on Justification to 
counter the notion that a person will keep their salvation by their good works.  
 
Romans 5:1-2 

1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God. 

     I want you to notice that Romans chapter 5 begins with the inferential conjunction that 
is used some 496 times in the New Testament, “therefore.”  The section that Paul is about to 
launch into is a continuation of thought based on the fact of justification by the Sovereign 
God. Justification is God’s declaration by imputation, and nothing or no one can change, 
alter or cancel out God’s calculation.  
 
Romans 5:1 

1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

     At that very moment in Grace by faith when God judicially calculates one justified, there 
is the righteousness of the LORD Jesus Christ imputed to one’s account. This of course is all 
a Sovereign work done through and by God’s grace; “and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by 
his blood, to be received by faith” (English Standard Version – Romans 3:24-25). 
 
     This act of justification by faith through the grace of God brings peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Real salvation, true, genuine justification by the declaration of God 
can never be reversed. It is given based off of faith in Christ; therefore it is by the merits of  
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His finished work. It is maintained based on of the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. And my 
friend He is ever so faithful. All this is through and by the Sovereign Grace of Almighty God.  
 
     There are those that tend to teach and believe that this declaration of justification 
through faith by the grace of God can be lost. That one who is truly saved, can totally fall 
away or out of grace and be totally and finally lost. What nonsense, when it is Christ that 
saves to the uttermost. It is through Christ that we have that peace with God. “For He has 
said, ‘I will never fail you nor forsake you’” (Revised Standard Version – Hebrews 13:5). 
 
     Paul builds the case that God’s calculation of justification is God’s Sovereign declaration. 
And that nothing can reverse this, nor change it in any way possible. So those that fail to 
properly exegete the Scriptures and teach the truth of justification by faith alone have three 
major problems to deal with.  
 
     Their argument is not with me, the argument is not with this local assembly. However 
their argument that one who is truly saved can totally fall from grace and be forever lost is 
with these three persons. Let me give them to you: 
 
     The first argument of those who teach that one truly saved can fall away and be utterly 
lost. 
 

1. Their argument is with God the Father: 
 
     To teach and preach that one who is truly saved can lose their salvation and be totally 
and forever lost is an argument with God the Father Himself. If God is Sovereign, and 
everyone that says they believe will in some way agree with that. Then the Scriptures teach 
God’s Sovereign purpose of Election. So this argument that they have with God the Father is 
with His electing love.  
 
     God has chosen by His Sovereign purpose of election a bride for His Son. “Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption 
as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of 
the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved” (New King James 
Version – Ephesians 1:3-6). 

     “But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, 
because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth: 14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the 
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (King James Version – II Thessalonians 2:13-14). 

     God the Father’s electing love was given to us by His grace, according to His own 
purpose long before we were justified by faith. “Who hath saved us, and called us with an 
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holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which 
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began” (King James Version – II Timothy 1:9). 
And my friend God’s effectual, electing love is eternal.  
 
     So, the love of the Father to His chosen ones is an everlasting and unchangeable love – 
“The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting 
love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee” (King James Version – Jeremiah 31:3). 
If with God the Father there is no variableness, neither shadow of turning – “Every good 
thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no variation or shifting shadow. 18 In the exercise of His will He brought us 
forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures” 
(New American Standard Bible – James 1:17-18). 

     Furthermore, if no one is able to pluck them out of the Son’s hand or the Father’s hand, if 
that’s not total and complete security in Christ, then I don’t know what could be. Your 
works, trusting in what you can do? Oh hogwash! “My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me: 28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 29 My Father, which gave them me, is 
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 30 I and my Father 
are one” (King James Version – John 10:28-30). 

     “Neither the force nor fraud of hell can prevail against the Father’s electing love, which 
runs parallel with eternity. God is love ‘1 John 4:8’, this everlasting love must needs flow from 
an everlasting God. He looketh on His, and saith unto them, “Yea, I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love” and therefore, as the effort thereof, “I have drawn thee with the cords of 
loving kindness” (Christopher Ness, An Antidote Against Arminianism; 1946, Page 90). 

     The Sovereign God of all creation has purposed the salvation of His elect by His grace. 
“Jehovah thy God is in the midst of thee, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over thee 
with joy; he will rest in his love; he will joy over thee with singing” (American Standard Bible 
– Zephaniah 3:17). God’s electing love has not just chosen us to be saved, but to be holy – to 
be Christ-like “that we should be holy and without blame before him in love” (King James 
Version – Ephesians 1:4b). Just remember this my friend; “Nevertheless the foundation of 
God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His. And, Let every one 
that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity” (King James Version – II Timothy 
2:19).  

    “This he compares to a foundation and a seal, two things of the greatest validity and 
security. Believers stand as upon a stable rock, and they are placed as upon a mountain of 
brass, so cannot totally and finally fall; for the Father is not inconstant in His love; He doth not 
love today and hate tomorrow” (Christopher Ness, An Antidote Against Arminianism; 1946, 
Page 90). So this argument that one truly saved can lose their salvation is not at all with me, 
it’s not with any of the early church fathers or even this local body. But this argument is 
with God the Father, against His everlasting electing love and His Sovereign immutability.  
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     The next argument of those who teach that one truly saved can fall away and be utterly 
lost. 
 

2. Their argument is with God the Son: 

     To teach and preach that one who is truly saved can lose their salvation and be totally 
and forever lost is an argument with God the Son Himself. Therefore being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: We have peace with God. This is not a 
peace that bring a peaceful feeling such as tranquility and calmness. But this peace with 
God is a peace because we have been reconciled with Him – by His Son. There is no more 
hostility between us and God – by His Son. There is no more sin blocking our relationship 
with the Father – by His Son. Peace with God is possible only because Jesus was the 
substitute and He paid the ransom.  

     To say He didn’t finish His work and that it didn’t accomplish what the Father purposed, 
well that makes the argument with Him, the only begotten Son of God.  So this second 
argument is taken with God the Son, and with His redeeming love, which is unalterable. Dr. 
R. C. Lenski states: “If we are at peace with God though Christ Jesus the Lord, then this makes 
Him the Mediator for all of this peace that we are to experience as justified believers” (R. C. H. 
Lenski, The Interpretation of the Epistle to the Romans; 1961, Page 334). If He fails as the 
Mediator and loses one from this peace, then His entire redemptive work has failed, and 
salvation is but a mere farce.  

     This argument with the Son of God will not stand. All members of Christ are united unto 
their Head. Neither principalities nor powers shall be able to separate them from the love 
of God which is in Christ Jesus the Lord.  

     God the Father has elected in love, purposed to save according to the kind intentions of 
His of Will. Christ came and redeemed His elect, “all that the Father gave Him.” The Apostle 
Paul teaches us “Now you are the body of Christ, and individual members of it” (Holman 
Christian Standard Bible – 1 Corinthians 12:27) and the Lord Jesus is the Head of the 
Church; “And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, that in everything he might be preeminent” (English Standard Version – Colossians 
1:18). What did Christ say about His Church? “And the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it” (King James Version – Matthew 16:18d). 

     Christopher Ness states: “If one member may be broken off from Christ, then all may; one 
having no more privilege than another in respect of their state and standing; so Christ may be 
supposed, upon this hypothesis, to be a head without a body or members and to have died in 
vain; both which are grossly absurd” (Christopher Ness, An Antidote Against Arminianism; 
1946, Page 91). 
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     My friend, once God by His grace has declared one righteous by faith, calculated them 
justified and given them His peace through Christ Jesus they are eternally saved and 
eternally preserved with this peace by God’s eternal Sovereign decree.  

     In fact the LORD Jesus Christ even prayed for the perseverance and the preservation of 
His elect, His bride, all that the Father had given Him.  

- Christ prayed for Peter: “And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired 
to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith 
fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren” (King James Version – 
Luke 22:31-32). 

 
- Christ prayed for His Eleven: “I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the 

world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil” (King James Version – John 
17:15). 

 
- Christ prayed for all His Elect: “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which 

shall believe on me through their word; 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, 
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe 
that thou hast sent me” (King James Version – John 17:20-21). 

     What Christ Jesus prays for, is always heard and it is always answered. For He prays in 
the will of the Father always because as He said, “I and my Father are one.” So He is heard, 
in fact He’s always heard. “Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was 
laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 42 And 
I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that 
they may believe that thou hast sent me” (King James Version – John 11:41-42). 

     Christ Jesus gives us this eternal peace with God His Father, and He will not utterly 
withdraw His grace, mercy and peace from any of His elect even under their severest 
correction. “His seed also will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days of heaven. 
30 If his children forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments; 31 If they break my statutes, 
and keep not my commandments; 32 Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and 
their iniquity with stripes. 33 Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, 
nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. 34 My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is 
gone out of my lips” (King James Version – Psalm 89:29-34). 

     John Phillips writes: “We have peace with God through the work of Christ. Peace meaning 
that the war is over; the arms of rebellion have been laid down; God’s terms of amnesty have 
been accepted” (Phillips, Exploring Romans – An Expository Commentary; 2002, Page 88). 
And Jesus said: “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out” (King James Version – John 6:37). Will in no wise cast out, folks 
there are no conditions on that.  
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     So this second argument is with the One by which you say you have obtained the peace 
with God. You’re saying He never accomplished redemption, only made a way. You are also 
saying He doesn’t save to the uttermost, He only gets you started and the rest is up to you.  

- You’re further saying that this continued peace is dependent upon you. 
- You’re also saying that His prayer will not be answered.  
- You’re also saying that all He has said can only come to pass based on you and not 

Him.  
- Therefore you have told the world that you’re trusting in yourself for the end 

product for your salvation.  
- You have rejected justification by faith alone. 

     “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me. 21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then 
Christ is dead in vain” (King James Version – Galatians 2:20-21). You’re argument is not 
with me, it’s with Christ, God the Son.  

     Lastly the next argument of those who teach that one truly saved can fall away and be 
utterly lost. 
 
 

3. Their argument is with God the Holy Spirit: 

     To teach and preach that one who is truly saved can lose their salvation and be totally 
and forever lost is an argument with God the Holy Spirit Himself. J. Vernon McGee states: 
“There are a great many people who pillow their heads at night, not knowing what it is to 
have peace in their hearts. Oh, how many weary souls today are laboring with a guilt complex 
and would love to go somewhere to have that guilt removed from their souls. The only place 
you can have a guilt complex removed is at the Cross of Christ. Peace is the first wonderful 
benefit that accrues to the child of God. Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ:” (McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary Series, Volume 42; 
1991, Page 88-89). 

     This third argument is with God the Holy Spirit, and to argue with the Holy Ghost, I 
would not dare. This argument goes against the sealing and the sanctifying work of God’s 
Spirit.  If the operation of the Spirit on the hearts of the believers be sure and certain, then 
that one may be assured in Christ by His Spirit they are eternally secure and they cannot 
totally and forever fall away.  
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     This forever truth and peace will appear in that the Spirit’s operation will be known as 
compared in the Scripture: 1. To an earnest, 2. To a seal, 3. To a witness. 

     FIRST: to an earnest. “Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also 
hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit” (King James Version – 2 Corinthians 5:5).  

     The Holy Spirit is the earnest payment of our salvation. He is not a pawn or a pledge 
which can be forfeited or returned again. “The earnest is part of the bargain, and the first 
fruits of heaven; now the earnest would be lost if the bargain of salvation stand not, and he 
that hath the earnest be not saved: and if such an one be damned, he carries the earnest of the 
Spirit along with him into hell, which must needs be absurd” (Christopher Ness, An Antidote 
Against Arminianism; 1946, Page 92). 

“But Christ’s to the end shall endure,                                                                                                                      
As sure as the earnest is given;                                                                                                                           

More happy, but not more secure,                                                                                                                         
The glorified spirits in Heaven.” 

(Augustus M. Toplady, Hymn - A Debtor to Mercy Alone, Gospel Magazine, 1771) 

     SECOND: to a seal. Faith in Christ is our seal; assurance of faith is God’s seal. “He that 
hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true” (King James Version – John 
3:33). “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption” (English Standard Version – Ephesians 4:30).  

     “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14 Which is 
the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the 
praise of his glory” (King James Version – Ephesians 1:13-14). 

     God honors our sealing to His truth by the seal of His Spirit. As the earnest makes the 
bargain, so the seal ratifies and confirms it. And the broad seal of the Sovereign God of 
heaven and earth is even more unshakable and unalterable than that of the Medes and the 
Persians.  

     THIRD: to a witness. “He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he 
that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God 
gave of his Son. 11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in 
his Son” (King James Version – I John 5:10-11).  

     There are no exceptions taken to this witness who abides forever in the elect upon 
regeneration. This witness is called the Spirit of Truth, and He will see us not only through 
each and every day, but to the end of the way, forever! “And I will pray the Father, and he 
shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;  
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17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 18 I will not leave 
you comfortless: I will come to you” (King James Version – John 14:16-18). 

     So, my friend, the argument of justification by faith alone through Christ, peace with God 
through Christ and the eternal security of His elect in Christ does not lie with man. But that 
argument is with God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. For it is they that 
grant by grace and mercy that everlasting peace. 

 
Romans 5:1-2 

1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God. 

 

     Once the child of God has been granted that peace, they have access to God through the 
LORD Jesus Christ. “For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have 
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16 The Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 
together” (King James Version – Romans 8:15-17). 

     We have access by faith into this glorious grace - wherein we stand. This refers to the 
permanent secure position that all true born again believers enjoy in God’s grace. “But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were 
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 
6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so 
that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus” (English Standard Version – Ephesians 2:4-7). 

     Wherein we stand – “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe 
on me through their word; 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are 
one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world 
may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 24 Father, I will 
that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my 
glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world” (King 
James Version – John 17:20-24). 
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Romans 5:2 

2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God. 

 
 
     Wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. MacArthur states: “The New 
Testament word ‘Hope’ contains no uncertainty; it speaks of something that is certain, but not 
yet realized. The believer’s ultimate destiny is to share in the very glory of God” (MacArthur, 
The MacArthur Study Bible Notes; 2006, page 1668). 

Romans 8:28-31 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his purpose. 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also 
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 
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