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                                         David and His Men Flee Jerusalem 
 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 125:1-2                                   Hymn #678-  Christ Shall Have Dominion 

1st Scripture:  Mark 8:27-38                                                        Hymn #548-  More Love to Thee 

2nd Scripture:  2 Samuel 15:13-23                     Hymn #186-  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 

 

Introduction: 

 David's son, Absalom, has organized a cunningly brilliant and satanically calculated plan, 

for stealing the kingdom away from his father.  Over the course of four years, he had managed to 

diligently lay hold of the hearts of the people of Israel, who were already beginning to grow 

dissatisfied with David.   

 Following this gradual process, he requested leave of his father, to go to Hebron, to fulfill 

a supposed vow that he had made to God, when he was exiled in Geshur.  There, with the aid and 

help of numerous spies, spread throughout the land, Absalom, would pronounce himself king of 

Israel.  This conspiracy grew stronger and stronger, as the people who had supported Absalom, 

continued to increase in number.   

 This morning, word will get back to David, concerning Absalom's intentions, and David 

and his servants will flee Jerusalem, for the sake of their own lives, and for the sake of the city, 

which would certainly be attacked, should David and his servants remain there. 

 

I.  David and His Men Flee Jerusalem 

 We are told in verse 13, that a messenger came to David, informing him about the 

conspiracy, which Absalom had organized against David, and that the hearts of the people of 

Israel were with Absalom.  Knowing all too well the diabolical capabilities of his son Absalom, 

David gathers his servants together, and takes pains to immediately flee Jerusalem.  There are 

two critical reasons, which compel him to flee: 

 1) He knows very well that Absalom will not think twice about killing the king and his 

servants.  And therefore, so as to avoid being overtaken by Absalom, they must flee 

immediately. 

 2) David does not want to endanger the whole city, on account of him.  If he remains, 

Absalom would more than likely strike the whole city.  But if he leaves, Absalom would 

probably not harm the city.  And so, he flees. 
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 Remember also, that Absalom had taken two hundred influential men, with him to 

Hebron, from Jerusalem.  David probably does not realize that this large group is innocent of the 

conspiracy.   In fact, he has no idea of how wide spread it is, and therefore, he is probably 

preparing for the worst case scenario. 

  

 Now, it is also worth noting the response of David's servants to this dilemma as well.  It 

could be very easy for them to abandon David at this point, so as to better secure themselves, 

under the rule of Absalom.  If they were most concerned about their own physical welfare, it 

would be much more tempting to defect to Absalom, rather than join David on the run, hiding in 

mountains, caves and forests...for some unknown period of time, if they should even survive.  

But notice their words, found in verse 15, "We are your servants, ready to do whatever my lord 

the king commands."  The loyalty of these men is highly commendable!  "O King, if you decide 

to stay and fight, we will stay and fight alongside of you.  If you decide to leave, we will go with 

you, wherever you go.  Where you are, there, we will be...we live, and die together!"  Such 

loyalty, at a time like this, proves the true measure of a man!  We will find this type of loyalty 

again, when we get to verse 19.   

 And so, we are told then, that the king went out with his men, and he took his household 

with him, with the exception of ten concubines, whom he left behind to care for his house.  Now 

the relevance of this is significant, because later on, Absalom will go into these concubines, as a 

means of establishing his kingdom before the nation.  Such a detestable and abominable act, 

recommended by Ahithophel, will confirm Absalom's unshakeable resolve, in securing the 

kingdom for himself, which will in turn, embolden any, who might yet be afraid to cast their 

support behind him, out of a fear that Absalom might, at some point, renege, jeopardizing the 

lives of all, who have betrayed David.  And furthermore, this will lead to the fulfillment of 

Nathan's prophecy, who spoke of someone close to David, going into his wives, in the presence 

of all, because of David's hidden sin with Bathsheba. 

 And so, as David, his family and his servants fled, they stopped at the outer edge of the 

city (near the Brook Kidron, which separated Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives), before 

continuing, and it is there that David begins to observe, all who would remain loyal to him.  

First, there were the Cherethites and the Pelethites, who made up David's bodyguard, led by one 

of David's mighty men, Benaiah (who would later replace Joab, as captain of the Israelite army, 
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during the reign of Solomon).  Then, we are told of the Gittites, six hundred men, who had 

followed David from Gath.  The interesting thing about these men, is that they were probably 

Philistine defectors, who, along with their commander, Ittai, had come to serve under David, for 

the cause and prosperity of Israel.  Very clearly, they had recently joined forces with David, 

being outcasts and exiles from their own land.  And so, the loyalty of these men is especially 

profound.  [Read verses 18-20] [Note: like when David defected to Achish] 

 Notice, David is basically saying here, "Look, Ittai, you and your men have only recently 

joined my forces.  I could never expect you to remain with me, at this point.  Please, don't feel 

compelled or obligated to follow me.  You have already been exiled from your own country.  

You are not an Israelite.  Should you now have to join me, on the run, to who knows where, and 

for an unknown period of time?  Take your men, and go back into the city, and remain there, as 

servants of Absalom.  There are no hard feelings here.  Mercy and truth be with you."  You see, 

David is attempting to let Ittai and his men, off the hook, concerning any obligation they might 

feel, they have to David.  The agreement they had had, was recent, and this present circumstance 

was not what they had bargained for.   

 But notice the profoundly loyal response of Ittai, given in verse 21.  [Read verse 21].  

Ittai immediately closes the subject, by taking a vow before God and the king, to follow David 

wherever he goes, whether in life or in death!  Such loyalty, from a gentile, and from one, who 

did not even know David well, was profoundly commendable.  And so, David sends Ittai, his 

men, and all of their "little ones" across the Brook.  Again, in their firm loyalty, these men took 

their families with them, unsettling them, on an unknown journey, away from their homes (into 

which they had recently settled), and toward a wilderness. 

 Finally, we are told in verse 23 that, "All the country wept with a loud voice, and all the 

people crossed over.  The king himself also crossed over the Brook Kidron, and all the people 

crossed over toward the way of the wilderness." 

 It was a sad spectacle indeed!  As people watched the king and his servants, fleeing for 

their lives, as it were, toward the wilderness, heading for the Jordan River, so as to escape from 

Absalom (like exiled refugees), the people wept with a loud voice.  Then David himself, crossed 

over the Brook Kidron, heading with his followers, toward the Mount of Olives.  What David 

would have liked to believe was behind him (hiding and running from a wicked pursuer), was 

now in front of him, once again.  He was heading back into the wilderness.  
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II.  Closing Thoughts and Applications 

 Let us then conclude our time, brethren, by considering a few closing thoughts and 

applications: 

 1) Notice again, brethren, the heart which David had for the people of God [see vs. 14b].  

David could have easily planted his feet, firmly down in Jerusalem, which was a stronghold.  He 

could have taken his chances, and fought from the city.  But, David was concerned for the 

people!  He did not want the city to suffer for his sake, and he knew that Absalom would have no 

moral compass, by which he might be led, to spare the city, if David remained there.  David 

loved Jerusalem!  He was a king, who was genuinely concerned for his subjects, which were the 

people of God.  It is, indeed, a sad reality to find that, more often than not, rulers are far more 

concerned about their own personal interests, rather than the interests of the people.  Our own 

government is a confirmation of this general reality.  How many kings would sacrifice their own 

lives, for their subjects?  I believe that David would have done this, and that, as a reflection of 

His greater Son, who did indeed, lay down his life for His rebellious people! 

 But brethren, let me ask you this morning, do you love Jerusalem?  Do you love the 

people of God?  Would you sacrifice your own time, material and financial resources; dare I say, 

even your own life, for her welfare?  Our Lord Jesus Christ stated very clearly that, the greatest 

expression of love, is found in the giving of your own life for others.  And He, of course, did this 

for us.  But He calls us, as well, to this quality of love, for the brethren!  David exemplified that 

type of love, right here, by his concern for the people of God, and he has done this at other times, 

as well.  One of the predominant signs, which evidences the work of the Holy Spirit, in the heart 

of a redeemed sinner, is a love for the brethren. 

 2) Let us glean much, from the quality of loyalty, which is shown in this text, especially 

in considering our loyalty to Christ.  It is very easy to remain loyal and faithful, when things are 

going well; when the king's path, brings you into the palace, where there is ease of life, stability 

and a sense of ongoing security.  When your health insurance is in place, when the IRA is 

building up, when the comfort of a nice bed and an air conditioned home, await you each day; 

when the job is secure, when vacations are on the horizon...etc, it is not too difficult to remain 

loyal to Christ, and to stand firm in the faith.   
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 But what about when everything, which pads your physical sense of security, begins to 

fall apart?  What about, when the job is lost?  What about when the health care is gone?  What 

about when the stock market crashes, when the comforts of home are removed, and when your 

forced into the wilderness of deep trials and testings?  Is your walk with Christ so tight, that it 

depends not upon your physical well-being?  Are you willing, with David's men, to go wherever 

he leads, even if it may cost you your life, in the process...especially, when Absalom offers you a 

more secure and comfortable way, which will not upset your sense of physical stability and well-

being?  Would you go back to the Promised Land, with a poor, elderly, and widowed Naomi, 

when there are perhaps more viable opportunities (for a young widow) available in Moab?  

Would you take up your cross and follow Christ, up Golgotha's hill, to the place of crucifixion, 

when the devil offers you the world, if you would simply bow down to him? 

 What a wonderful picture of unmatched loyalty, seen especially in the response of Ittai, 

the Gittite!  And what a glorious picture of the gentiles, who would prefer to cling to, and die 

with Christ, rather than return to the comforts and lusts of this world.  Friends, how strong is 

your loyalty to Christ?  Remember the parable of the sower and the four soils?  Was there not 

one soil, which immediately pushed forth a stem, out of its shallow mixture, upon the rocky 

ground, but was incapable of producing fruit, because it had no true root of its own?  And this 

was the picture of the professing Christian, who immediately receives the Word of God with joy, 

only to fall away, when tribulations and trials/persecutions come, because of the Word?  When 

the rubber meets the road, friends, will your faith stand, in the day of trial; in the day, when your 

physical well-being is in jeopardy, because of various trials?  Will your house stand, when the 

wind and the waves beat upon it, or will it fall, having been built upon a foundation of sand?  

Blessed are you, if you have ears to truly hear the voice of Christ in His Word, and if you are 

willing to obey His voice, at all costs.  Brethren, stand firm in your commitment to Christ; 

improve upon it regularly even, and should you be led to the place, where you are wedged 

between the ruthless Egyptians and the Red Sea, press forward, and watch your God part the Sea, 

and destroy the Egyptians!    

 3) Brethren, the journey to glory is not an easy one, is it?  And our God would ordain to 

have us trek through the wilderness, at times, along the way.  And while the trees of affliction 

and trial, may keep us from seeing the Celestial City with our physical eyes; while the humidity 

and dew of the forest may surround us with much discomfort and sorrow, let the faith, which 
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God has given us, carry us onward, laying hold of what is unseen, just beyond the cross!  Every 

path to glory, is filled with hills and valleys, caves and forests.  But if our eyes remain on Christ, 

we will make it, and we will never regret it!  And no matter what we may feel, we have the 

assurance that our God, and our Savior, will never leave us nor forsake us!  Ruth found Boaz in 

Bethlehem!  David and his men, will return to Jerusalem!  God will bring us home, brethren!   

 In closing, consider Psalm 3, which David himself wrote, concerning the very events, 

which we are reading about in our present text.  [Read Psalm 3] 

 

AMEN!!! 

 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25 

  


