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The Hardening of Pharaoh’s Heart Pt 2
Pastor Jose Maldonado Hillburn Drive Grace Baptist Church Aug 3, 2014

“And the LORD said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother shall be thy
prophet. 2 Thou shalt speak all that I command thee: and Aaron thy brother shall speak unto Pharaoh that he send
the children of Israel out of his land. 3 And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply my signs and my wonders in
the land of Egypt. 4 But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that I may lay my hand upon Egypt, and bring forth
mine armies, and my people the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judgments. 5 And the Egyptians
shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out the children of Israel from
among them. 6 And Moses and Aaron did as the LORD commanded them, so did they. 7 And Moses was
fourscore years old, and Aaron fourscore and three years old, when they spake unto Pharaoh.” Exodus 7:1 – 7

We continue this morning on our New Series entitled “Against all the gods of Egypt,” or if
you wish, “Against all the gods of this world.” In particular the series is on the Plagues of
Egypt from chapters 7 to 12 in the book of Exodus. My introductory sermons in this series
are difficult but needful because it is a fearful and sobering subject, “The Hardening of
Pharaoh’s Heart.” As Spurgeon said in speaking on this subject, I’ll share a portion from
the quote from last week, “There is no doctrine more hated by worldlings as…the doctrine of the
Sovereignty of the infinite Jehovah. Men will allow God to be everywhere except on His throne. They will
allow Him to be in His workshop to fashion worlds and make stars. They will allow Him to sustain the
earth and bear up the pillars thereof, or light the lamps of heaven, or rule the waves of the ever-moving
ocean; but when God ascends His throne, His creatures gnash their teeth…for God on His throne is not
the God they love.”

Daniel 4:35 clearly expresses this truth, “And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as
nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth:
and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?” This verse says it all.

The God of the Bible is the Living and True God and there is none like Him who declares
the end from the beginning. He is the LORD! WE gave a lengthy introduction last week if
you missed it you can hear it on sermon audio. Let’s consider the outline again this
morning:

There are 5 things I shared with you last week regarding: The Hardening of Pharaoh
Heart, I kind of change up the wording on my outline.

I. The Consequences of A Harden Heart. (It’s effects)
II. The Causes of A Harden Heart. (God: Supernatural/Natural)
III. The Clarity of A Harden Heart. (God is sovereign)
IV. The Conclusion of A Harden Heart. (The glory of God)
V. The Cure of A Harden Heart. (Conversion/Salvation [Ezek.36:26)

We did not finish our first point last week because of our long introduction so let us pick
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with this first and important point on the Consequences and or Effects of a Harden Heart.

First of all: I. The Consequences of a Harden Heart:

I chose to start with this point first because I wanted to get your attention. I hope that you
see and understand the AWFUL EFFECTS and CONSEQUENCES of an HARDEN
HEART. Paul reminds us that some have experience the awful effects of a CONCIENCE
SEARED with an HOT IRON. If you are outside Christ this morning I hope that you pray,
“oh God please soften my heart,” because the same God who can HARDEN a HEART is
the SAME GOD who can SOFTEN a HEART or if you wish make a HARDEN HEART
SOFT! Job 23:16 says, “For God maketh my heart soft, and the Almighty troubleth me.” Well I hope
God troubles your heart this morning and oh to God may He by GRACE MAKE YOUR
HEART SOFT!

In 1 Timothy 4:2 it says, “Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron.”
You see this is Pharaoh, his conscience was seared with a hot iron, he had a hardened
heart and you see it throughout the book of Exodus. He had a cold harden heart, he was
the Hitler of that day, no conscience at all. We’ll see this in our second point on the
Causes of An Harden Heart.

As a reminder from last week God hardened Pharaoh with a holy judicial, penal hardness.
We are told 18 times in the Book of Exodus about the hardening of Pharaoh’s hearts and
once about the hardening of the Egyptians in Ex.14:17. The first 2 times this is mentioned
is in Ex.4:21 & Ex.7:3, “And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into Egypt, see
that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand: but I will harden his heart,
that he shall not let the people go.” Exodus 7:3, “And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply my
sign’s and my wonders in the land of Egypt.” I would say that God wants to get our attention
especially when you consider that of the 18 times Pharaoh’s heart is mentioned to be
hardened only 3 times is reference made to himself hardening his own heart and we saw
this in Exodus 8:15, 32 and 9:34.

 Exodus 8:15, “But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, [Relief] he hardened his heart,
and hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said.”

 Exodus 8:32, “And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also, neither would he let the
people go.”

 Exodus 9:34, “And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunders were ceased,
he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his servants.”

Our first point focused on these three verses, because these are the effects and or
consequences of an HARDEN HEART! This is what we saw last week:
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From the very first time Moses and Pharaoh met, that is, from the beginning of their first
meeting you can see Pharaoh’s condescending and arrogant response in Exodus 5:1 & 2,
“And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Let my
people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness. 2 And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD,
that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the LORD, neither will I let Israel go.”
Basically what Pharaoh is saying is what most people say, I don’t who God is and I don’t
care because I am the captain of my own destiny and I’m the caption of my own ship. The
sad thing is that, what Pharaoh did not know was that he in that place of authority only
because God had put him there, but what we see here is the sarcastic and narcissistic
attitude of a wicked despot. Who is the LORD he says again condescending. He continues
his outburst and rage against Moses and takes it further, Who is the LORD, that I should obey
his voice? Then he confesses his true heart by saying I KNOW NOT THE LORD! Then in
an egotistical proud attitude says I WILL NOT LET ISRAEL GO!

Therefore, when Moses confronted Pharaoh, he arrogantly mocked Moses and even
mocked God as we saw 3 specifics rebellious attitudes in his heart that contributed to his
harden heart:

 Pharaoh will not listen.

 Pharaoh will not obey.

 Pharaoh will continue in his sins.

He refuses to submit to God and God’s hardening of Pharaoh’s heart was giving him up to
follow the corruption and rebellion of his own wicked heart. God hardened Pharaoh’s heart
by removing his restraining grace and allowing him to walk in his own ways. God saw that
the wickedness of this man was great indeed and that every imagination of his thoughts
was only evil continually. We saw last week that:

1. The first effect of a hardened heart is a wilful defiance not to hear: Exodus 8:15,
“But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his heart, and hearkened not
unto them; as the LORD had said.” One of the awful effects of a hardened heart is the
willingness not to hear, that is not to hearken or listen unto God. It as though
Pharaoh is saying, I WILL NOT HEAR what God has to say to me. What an awful
effect or action where people would rather close their ears instead of hearing what
God has to say.

2. The second effect of a hardened heart is found in willful disobedience: Exodus
8:32. “And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also, neither would he let the people go.”
The second effect of a harden heart is disobedience, that is; they will NOT OBEY
the word of God. Because Pharaoh refused to listen to God it led to him not obeying
God, that is; being disobedient to God.
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3. The third effect of a hardened heart is seen in willful depravity: Exodus 9:34,
“And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunders were ceased, he
sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his servants.” This is the end
result of not hearing God’s word, of not obeying God’s word, it leads to sinning yet
more. This clear picture is seen in Romans 1:17-32 which we did not get a chance to
go last week because time escaped me, but we will see this later on, but before we
go there I was us to read the portions of the context of this particular 7th plague
starting at verse 13, please follow along.

Here in chapter 9 in the 7th plague with an horrific outpouring of hail and thunder so much
that in verse 18 it says “…such as hath not been in Egypt since the foundation thereof even until
now.” In case you read by verse 18 and do not get it, it is repeated so that we can
understand that this was not MOTHER NATURE or GLOBAL WARNING, it was from the
HAND OF GOD! Verse 24, “So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as
there was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation.” This was a miraculous
powerful thunderstorm that they had never seen and Pharaoh is so moved to the point of
finally confessing, I HAVE SINNED! Again, if you read too fast here in chapter 9 you will
miss verses 20 & 21 which are very important in its application as a matter of fact you can
apply the first two points here regarding those who will not hear and will not obey. In other
words, those that FEAR the Word of God and those that regard not the Word of God. In
this auditorium this morning we have 2 classes of people, we have those who FEAR THE
WORD OF GOD and then we have those who DO NOT FEAR THE WORD of God
because they REGARD IT NOT!

 Those who fear the word of the Lord, DELIGHT in the WORD of GOD: Psalms 1:2,
“But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.”

 Those who regard not the word of the Lord do not delight in it: Jeremiah 6:10, “To
whom shall I speak, and give warning, that they may hear? behold, their ear is uncircumcised, and
they cannot hearken: behold, the word of the LORD is unto them a reproach; they have no delight
in it.”

Then in verse 27 are those famous but sentimental and emotional responses to a fearful
circumstance or a fearful sermon, “I HAVE SINNED!” Not only did Pharaoh say “I have
sinned”, but, “…I have sinned this time: the LORD is righteous, and I and my people are wicked.” He
says, I have sinned this time, but all the other times he didn’t actually sinned. Have you
ever heard people talk like that about sin, taking it so lightly as though it is no big thing at
all, saying “…I mean I’ve done a few bad things sometimes not all the time, I’m only human we all
make mistakes sometimes…” Many people say things like this and there is no change and
they continue in their sinful lifestyle much like Pharaoh.

Notice again what Pharaoh did in Ex.9:34 & 35, “And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail
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and the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his servants. 35
And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, neither would he let the children of Israel go; as the LORD
had spoken by Moses.” Pharaoh was somewhat convicted and confesses with a mere
sentimental undertone and as we heard last week, there are others who have said these
same words “I have sinned” and are in hell this very morning. Again, please understand
that just saying these words is not enough, just confessing these words is not enough as
we concluded last Sunday: You must be more than just convicted of your sins, you must
do more than just confessing your sins; you must be CONVINCED of your sins. Being
convinced of your sins, you will confessed you sinner-ship and seek to forsake your sins in
looking to God and God alone for all your salvation. Isaiah 55:6 & 7 clearly spells this out,
“Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 7 Let the wicked forsake
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have
mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”

Pharaoh’s heart is hardened and this is the end result of a hardened heart, after
confessing I have sinned because of the hail, fire and thunder, is the fact that when the
hail, fire and thunder ceased PHARAOH SINNED YET MORE! You know why? Because
when the hail and the thunders of CONVICTION CEASES without true conversion you will
sinned YET MORE to the HARDENING of your HEART! Just because you have some
emotional or sentimental response to the preached gospel is not ENOUGH! There must be
TRUE BIBLICAL CONVICTION and TRUE BIBLICAL CONVINCING the leads to TRUE
BIBLICAL CONVERSION!

2 Corinthians 7:10 says, “For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of:
but the sorrow of the world worketh death.” You see, you must be more that convicted of your
sins, you must be CONVINCED of your SINS, that is; that your sins and your sins alone
will damn your soul to hell, I can assure you when you see this YOU will flee to Christ for
salvation.

May God be please to speak to your soul, please do not leave here this morning with
effects of:
 An un-hearing HEART! that is; THAT YOU WILL NOT HEAR! Living in A WILLFUL
DEFIANCE AGAINST GOD.

 An unbelieving HEART! that is; THAT YOU WILL NOT BELIEVE! Living in A
WILLFUL DISOBEDIENCE TOWARDS GOD.

 An unrepentant HEART! that is; THAT YOU WILL LEAVE THIS PLACE AND WILL
YET SIN MORE! Living in A WILLFUL DEPRAVITY.

One of the reasons people continue in their sins even after being convicted is because
they are not fully convinced of their sinful condition and therefore they either make
excuses for their sins or they cover up their sins as Proverbs 28:13, “He that covereth his sins
shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” We’ll look more at this
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verse in our last point on The Cure of a Harden Heart.

What we really see in the heart of Pharaoh is the application of Proverbs 29:1, “He, that
being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.” You
see every time Pharaoh was reproved, instead of repenting and confessing his sins in the
true sense and not just saying the words, “I have sinned,” he refused to hear and he
disobeyed in not believing God and continued in his sin yet more and thus hardened his
heart and his neck where finally in chapter 14 of Exodus Pharaoh was finally and suddenly
destroyed at the Red Sea and that without remedy or mercy. Now, you do know that
Pharaoh said twice, “I have sin,” don’t you? Remember in Ex.9:27, he says, “I have sinned
this time,” in chapter 10 in the 8th plague of the locusts he does basically the same thing,
but notice how Pharaoh phrases it the second time in Ex.10:16 & 17, “Then Pharaoh called for
Moses and Aaron in haste; and he said, I have sinned against the LORD your God, and against you.
17 Now therefore forgive, I pray thee, my sin only this once, and intreat the LORD your God, that he
may take away from me this death only.” Now only does he confessed that he sinned against
God but also against Moses and Aaron and notice again he says, “forgive I pray thee, my
sin ONLY THIS ONCE.” Again, all the other sins were no big deal, they were just you know
a small sin, a white sin, nothing serious, but this ONE, it’s a doozie. He follows up with, not
that God would take away his sins, no, but that God would take away the awful
circumstance that was presently afflicting him. It’s no different in our day, lost sinners when
in a dire or hard situations of life start to make bargains with God without any concern for
their sins.

No matter how often he was reproved Pharaoh in his hardened heart continued in sin to
the damnation of his soul. Pharaoh got to witness with his own eye more than any of us in
this auditorium this morning has ever seen and even with all the convincing signs and
wonders that this was THE FINGER OF GOD, Pharaoh willfully refuse to give heed to
what was spoken and also shown to him. His heart was hardened, his conscience was
seared with a hot iron and thus his heart was callused to point of having no feeling, which
was totally cauterized which is the end result of that 3 fold effects when a sinners refuses
to hear and therefore disobeys God and will yet sin more which Jonah puts this way in
Jonah 2:8, “They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy.”

A portion of Scripture that we did not get a chance to look at last week because we ran out
of time was in Romans 1:17-32. Let’s turn there and we have covered this in a past
sermons but it is very applicable to our studies in the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart. As we
turn there let me just say that it is a very sad thing that many sinners will never feel the
effects of sin until they die which will then be too late, oh I implore you this morning ask
God to open your eyes and show you what is in your heart. Listen to this quote by Charles
Spurgeon, “Man is unwilling to give up sin—he loves it too much—he is unwilling to be made holy for he
has no time for spiritual things. God, then, must come to man, for how can man, being naturally dead,
and naturally unwilling, ever come to God?” Plead with God to come to you and show you your
sins. I also think that what it said in the middle of the quote is applicable to those who
profess faith in Christ, “…for he has no time for spiritual things…” I can understand this in
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the heart of those who are lost, but those that profess to be save and have no time for
spiritual things even to be able to be in Church just 3 times in a week, on Sunday morning,
Sunday evening and Wednesday evening, no time for spiritual things, but oh my goodness
we have time for everything else, I mean we can gallivant all over the city throughout the
whole week, but have no time for spiritual things, I will say this much I hope next time miss
church for no apparent reason may God bring these words to your ears and may they burn
in your ears, “…he [Or SHE] has no time for spiritual things.”

Now as we turn to Roman 1, this chapter clearly shows and exposes the awful nature of
the propensity of sin in people. Romans 1 also reveals the nature and bondage of
depravity that can move a lost person away from the light that God gives in aspect of God
revealing Him-self to us. We said before that from Genesis to Revelation we have a 3-fold
witness from God:

 The first witness: The WORD (COMMANDMENTS), that is, God’s Truth found in the
Bible you hold in your hands. It shows the great light that is given to us by God, but
man in their rebellious and obstinate heart continues in Suppressing of the TRUTH:
Romans 1:18, “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness.” The Word of God reveals
the wrath of God from heaven, where in Genesis we see the world wide flood
because of sin. Then we have the judgment of God from heaven against Sodom and
Gomorrah and then of course God’s wrath pour out against Pharaoh as seen in the
10 plagues.

 The Conscience: Romans 1:19, “Because that which may be known of God is manifest in
them…” Every person born into this world has a conscience a spiritual alarm system
that lets you know when you sin, no one has to be around, you know that very
instant that you have sin, but we excuse it. The first time the word conscience is
used in the Bible is in John 8:9, “And they which heard it, being convicted by their own
conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left
alone, and the woman standing in the midst.” It’s what prefaces this verse that makes this
a powerful point, Christ asked them a question and then writes something on the
ground and they were greatly convicted, in verses 7 & 8, “So when they continued asking
him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at
her. 8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.” The result again in verse 9, “And
they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning
at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.”
Then of course in Romans 2 we have those famous words of Paul that incriminates
all men, where ever they may live, in verses 12 -15, “For as many as have sinned without law
shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law; 13 (For not
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the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified. 14 For when the
Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law,
are a law unto themselves: 15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience
also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another.)”
Your conscience with either convict your heart because of sin or it will excuse the
heart regarding sin, but remember again that being convicted in and of itself is not
enough to save your soul, it is just a witness that there is God with whom we will give
an account one day. “Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them…”

 Creation: Romans 1:19 & 20, “…for God hath shewed it unto them. 20 For the invisible
things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things
that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.”
Creation is also a witness that there is a God, no it was not some big bang theory
and Darwin was wrong in his scheme of evolution which has deceived many. When
we at times see the glory of His handy-work we are so moved and confess only God
could have created this, it was not by accident or some big bang, no; it was by
Divine Design! Ps.19:1, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handywork.”

God has given man a three-fold witness, His Word, His Commandments, the conscience
and creation to show all men that there is a God with whom we will all have to give
account one day and so what does man do with this light and revelation? The same thing
Pharaoh did, man will not hear God, man will not obey God and it follows up that they will
yet sin more against the light given to them by God. Paul tells us in verses 21-23, “Because
that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools, 23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and
to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.”

What Paul has written here are basically the awful results of what happens when man
professes to be wise in their own eyes and refuses to hearken to what God has said finally
wind up being prating and transparent fools! Look at the pattern of fallen man in their
suppression and holding down the truth of God by suppressing their conscience and not
acknowledging God’s creation: When we mention these 11 actions of sinful man as
applied also to Pharaoh, they are basically the 11 stepping stones of becoming a fool and
you can clearly see that Pharaoh did the same thing when confronted by Moses in regards
to the Living and True God:

 They glorified Him not, Pharaoh did not glorify God.
 Neither were they thankful, Pharaoh was not thankful towards God.
 They became vain in their imaginations, Pharaoh became vain in his imagination.
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 Their foolish heart was darkened, Pharaoh’s heart was darken and hardened!
 Professing them-selves to be wise, Pharaoh professed to be wise before God.
 They became fools, Pharaoh became a fool.
 They changed the glory of the un-corruptible God, Pharaoh change the glory of the
uncorruptible and gave that glory to man and to himself.

 Into an image of corruptible man, Pharaoh thought he was a god.
 To birds, Pharaoh worshipped birds in particular the falcon.
 To four-footed beasts, Pharaoh worshipped all kinds of four-footed beasts.
 To creeping things, Pharaoh worshipped creeping things like snakes…

Yes, we see this clearly applied to Pharaoh. We know what is said about Pharaoh, but
what about you and what about me? Where is God in your life this morning, is he in the
back burner and you only seek Him when things go bad, I ask again, where is God
presently in your life?

Paul in Romans gives us an awful pattern in man and what an awful pattern, man in their
vain imagination exchanges the truth for a lie, and seeks to deify himself and humanize
God, by seeking to bring God to their level, thus, the awful results of this willful and
obstinate rebellion: Verses 24 & 25, “Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through
the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 25 Who changed the
truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is
blessed forever. Amen.” Is this not exactly what Pharaoh was did and this is what all man do
either until they die without Christ and are plunged into a devil’s hell and or better until they
are SAVED, that is born again and bow down and confessed they Jesus Christ is LORD to
the glory of the FATHER!

What about you this morning, are you suppressing the 3-fold witnesses that God has given
us? If you continue in that pattern, the end result can be found the final words of Romans
1:24-32 and 2:1. We know what is said about Pharaoh and Voltaire and Paine, but what
about you this, where is God in your life presently? Don’t be like Pharaoh do not say this
morning: I will not hear; do not say I will not obey God because if you do you will go out
and SIN YET MORE! Call upon God this morning, even now! I admonish you come to
Christ this morning, do not wait, do not hesitate, this very moment, right now, come in
repentance towards God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

What will you do with this man CALL JESUS? Oh to God that He pricks and shows your
heart that you might flee to Christ for salvation. Call upon Him even not for salvation.
Let’s PRAY.
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