
Genesis 44:1-34 
Squirming Under Guilt 

 
Drawn closer … 
 
I. A Significant Reversal 
 A. The Benevolent Trickster 
  1. Good Intentions 
  2. Clever Strategy 
  3. Undivided Attention 
 B. Mortifying Perplexity 
  1. High Anxiety 
  2. Desperate Offer 
  3. Utter Grief 
 C. Feeling Small in the Great House 
  1. On Their Faces 
  2. Without Excuse  
  3. A True Sob Story 
  4. A Loving Proposition 
 
II. An Uncertain Turn 
 A. At Wit’s End 
 B. With Only One Hope 
 C. Awaiting Disclosure 
 
… to Divine Love. 
 

Children, Listen … 
1. Why do you think Joseph tricked his brothers? 
2. Whose sack was Joseph’s silver cup found in? 
3. What did the brothers do when they came before Joseph? 
4. What did Joseph offer to do for Benjamin? 
5. What do we mean when we say that Jesus was a “substitute” for us when He 
died on the cross? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the End of Self Facing God 
The Lord leads those He calls to Himself in a wide variety of ways – yet always 
through Christ. We hear testimonies that range from dramatic conversions of 
people once violently opposed to God to those who mildly embraced the truths 
of God’s Word that they heard and believed from infancy. All conversions are 
radical works of grace, though not all look the same. Yet, everyone who knows 
God realizes that they had to come to the end of self and surrender to Christ. If 
we can allow it, we see this exemplified in the way Joseph’s brothers are drawn 
to him. The ten brothers with different character traits were dealt with in a way 
that would rattle them to the core before they fell at the feet of Joseph. 
Benjamin on the other hand was not plagued by the same guilt as his older 
brothers nor did he have to go through the same trauma as they to bring him 
where he needed to be. He did have to bow at the feet of Joseph too but, while 
his experience was traumatic, it does not seem to be nearly as dramatic as the 
others. All who would be saved must bow down before Jesus in humble 
recognition that they desperately need someone outside themselves to deliver 
them from sin. In that sense all must come to the end of self and realize all they 
have to offer will never be sufficient to deliver them from their desperate 
condition. Fallen man will continually live at wit’s end, agonizing in varying 
degree of misery until, by the grace of God, they are brought to an end of 
themselves and face God and seek His mercy in Jesus Christ. If you have been 
brought to that point you know what it took to bring you the - thank the Lord 
that he has directed you to Himself the way he has. With that in mind pray for 
your lost friends and loved ones, that they will be brought to that point where 
they turn in desperation to the only One who can save them. May they would 
come to their personal wit’s end and see the glory of God in the face of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and fall at His feet. 
 


