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Scripture Reading:    Genesis 11: 

“27 This is the genealogy of Terah: Terah begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran begot Lot. 28 And 

Haran died before his father Terah in his native land, in Ur of the Chaldeans. 29 Then Abram and Nahor 

took wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of 

Haran the father of Milcah and the father of Iscah. 30 But Sarai was barren; she had no child. 31 And 

Terah took his son Abram and his grandson Lot, the son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son 

Abram's wife, and they went out with them from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan; and 

they came to Haran and dwelt there. 32 So the days of Terah were two hundred and five years, and 

Terah died in Haran.” 

Genesis 12:1  “1 Now Jehovah said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From your family And from 

your father's house, To a land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And 

make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse 

him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 4 So Abram departed as 

Jehovah had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he 

departed from Haran. 5 Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother's son, and all their 

possessions that they had gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran, and they departed 

to go to the land of Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan. 6 Abram passed through the land to the 

place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of Moreh. And the Canaanites were then in the land.  

7 Then Jehovah appeared to Abram and said, "To your descendants I will give this land." And there he 

built an altar to Jehovah, who had appeared to him.”  

"The Call of Abraham" 
We begin this morning our study of the life of Abraham… There is much to cover, but since we will be 

dealing with Abraham until the beginning of chapter twenty-five here in the Book of Beginnings, there 

will be plenty of time to flesh out the details! 

 As we consider this morning the call of Abram and his journey to the land of Canaan, we will 

remember that first and foremost we must use the Scriptures to properly interpret the Scriptures! 

Many debate some of the details of this account and certainly there is much debate about the implications 

of this text:  But our guide should always be how the rest of the Scriptures treats what we have before 

us…  And there is a great deal of such guidance! 

When the Levites begin their call for the people of God to be faithful in the time of Nehemiah we see 

creation and the call of Abram front & center:  Nehemiah 9:5  “"Stand up and bless Jehovah your God 

Forever and ever!  "Blessed be Your glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise!  

6 You alone are Jehovah; You have made heaven, The heaven of heavens, with all their host, The earth 

and everything on it, The seas and all that is in them, And You preserve them all. The host of heaven 

worships You.  7 "You are Jehovah God, Who chose Abram, And brought him out of Ur of the 

Chaldeans, & gave him the name Abraham” 

 Here we see the Lord’s call to Abram came to him in Mesopotamia, as Stephen confirms in Acts 

chapter seven.  Acts 7:2  “"Brethren and fathers, listen: The God of glory appeared to our father 

Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran, 3 and said to him,  

'Get out of your country and from your relatives, and come to a land that I will show you.'  

4 Then he came out of the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. And from there, when his 

father was dead, He moved him to this land in which you now dwell.” 
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With that in mind, we can look at the introduction to the story of Abraham found at the end of chapter eleven: 

Genesis 11:27  “This is the genealogy of Terah… 

    This begins a new section and perhaps  it should have been  where the chapter division was placed. 

“This is the genealogy of Terah:  Terah begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran begot Lot. 28 And 

Haran died before his father Terah in his native land, in Ur of the Chaldeans. 

 Haran is the father of Lot who will travel with Abram, but the rest of his family remains in 

Mesopotamia 

 Next we are introduced to the wives who will bring forth Isaac in the line of promise AND his 

bride Rebekah. 

29 “Then Abram and Nahor took wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor's 

wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and the father of Iscah. 30 But Sarai was 

barren; she had no child.” 

There is much discussion over whether Iscah was another sister or another name for Sarai which I 

cannot solve for you this morning! 

 What we should not miss is the reference to Sarai being barren:   A major curse in those days and 

a condition that will become an important part of the story of redemption! 

31 “And Terah took his son Abram and his grandson Lot, the son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law 

Sarai, his son Abram's wife, and they went out with them from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of 

Canaan; and they came to Haran and dwelt there.”  

 We know from what was read from Nehemiah and Acts that God’s call was made to Abram and 

repeated in Haran so what do we make of Terah taking the lead here? 

We know from Joshua 24 that Terah was an idolater and thus we will see  God telling Abram that he was 

to leave his family and his father’s house. Whether Abram told his father about God’s call or it was 

overheard, Terah obviously decided he should go if his son was being given this new task… 

 Of course it should come as no surprise that he did not finish the journey and that God’s purpose 

and instructions are fulfilled in the end. 

There is also no mention of Nahor in this first leg of the journey and yet when Abraham’s servant comes 

looking for a wife in the region of Haran that is where Nahor’s family has settled as well. As I mentioned 

last week, we see here with Terah the only specific mention of his death in the line of promise given in 

Genesis 10:   32  “So the days of Terah were two hundred and five years, and Terah died in Haran.” 

With chapter twelve we see the focus shift to Abram and the promises that God would make to him 

which is what we will focus on this morning:   Again making sure that we use the Scriptures to inform us 

about just what they actually mean! 

 And rest assured they is plenty of material to draw from because Abraham is referenced some 230 

times in the Bible, with seventy of those references in the New Testament! 

Genesis 12:1  “1 Now Jehovah said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From your family And from 

your father's house, To a land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And 

make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse 

him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."  
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We will see these promises to Abraham repeated and expanded as we continue on in Genesis and often 

referred to in the rest of the Bible. Abram will become a great nation, he will have a great name, and he 

will be a blessing, in fact all the families [or nations] of the earth shall be blessed! As Michael has been 

rightly pointing out in our study of Galatians on Wednesday nights, and what any honest reading of the 

Gospel accounts would reveal, the Jewish leaders at the time of Jesus had gotten all of this VERY wrong. 

 In order to do better, let us first go to some of what Peter shared with the Jews at the Temple after 

he and John healed the lame man… 

Acts 3:13  “The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, 

whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go. 14 

But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 and killed 

the Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses.” 

 Obviously they had made some poor choices and this lame man had been healed by the power of 

Jesus to get their attention. 

17 “Yet now, brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But those things 

which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 

19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may 

come from the presence of the Lord, 20 and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you 

before, 21 whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by 

the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.” 

 They must now turn to the very one they rejected and killed! 

The nation of Israel had a long history of such mistakes some of which Peter recounts and then brings it 

back to his listeners who were God’s people… 

25  “You are sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying to 

Abraham,  'And in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.'  26 To you first, God, having 
raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities." 

As Jesus did with the Pharisees during His earthly ministry Peter has shown that while they “knew” the 

Scriptures well, they had missed Jesus! 

 And that is the real danger with how we handle Abraham and the promises made to him in Genesis! 

Now I don’t want to steal too much of Michael’s thunder, but we really do need to turn over to Galatians 

chapter three to make sure we get all of this right. 

In chapter two Paul argues for justification by faith and concludes by saying,  Galatians 2:20   “I have 

been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live 

in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.  21 I do not set aside 

the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain." 

Going on into Galatians chapter three Paul reminds them that they did not receive the Spirit by works 

but “by the hearing of faith? Then in verse 5 Paul asks,  

“Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you, does He do it by the works 

of the law, or by the hearing of faith   [The answer is supposed to be obvious] 

-- 6 just as Abraham "believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness."  7 Therefore know 

that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would 

justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, "In you all the nations 

shall be blessed."  

 Paul specifically says, writing under the influence and inspiration of the Holy Spirit that what we 

are reading in our text this morning is the preaching of the Gospel! 
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 This is why our goal of seeing Jesus in these lessons from the Book of Beginnings is so important! 

"In you all the nations shall be blessed." 9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing 

Abraham. 10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, "Cursed is 

everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them." 11 But 

that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for "the just shall live by faith."  

Paul goes on to speak of the curse of the Law because we are under just condemnation and greatly in 

need of the covenant of salvation…   

 A covenant promise given to Abraham again & again in Genesis: 

16  “Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, "And to seeds," as of 

many, but as of one, "And to your Seed," who is Christ. 17 And this I say, that the law, which was four 

hundred and thirty years later, cannot annul the covenant that was confirmed before by God in Christ, 

that it should make the promise of no effect. 18 For if the inheritance is of the law, it is no longer of 

promise; but God gave it to Abraham by promise. 19 What purpose then does the law serve?”  

Well Michael is going to present the details, but Paul summarizes this in verse 24  “Therefore the law was 

our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 25 But after faith has come, we are no 

longer under a tutor. 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you 

as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 

nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, 

then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.” 

 This is why it is not proper to say that the Church has replaced Israel! 

Faithful Israel has always been the Church, hidden in the Old Testament and revealed in the New! 

NOT Abraham’s seed because we can somehow claim Abraham as our earthly or political father, but 

because we are in Christ:   

 IN Christ who is THE SEED of Abraham. 

This is why John the Baptist was so tough on those proud Jewish leaders who came to him thinking they 

were something special: 

Matthew 3:7  “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to 

them,  "Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  8 Therefore bear fruits 

worthy of repentance, 9 and do not think to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I 

say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 10 And even now the ax is 

laid to the root of the trees.  Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire. 11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

 So I hope you can see that there is a lot crammed into these promises to Abraham… 

They will be repeated and expanded and in chapter 17 God will give Abram a new name… 

5 “Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of 

many nations have I made thee . 6 And I will make thee exceeding fruitful , and I will make nations of 

thee, and kings shall come out of thee. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy 

seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed 

after thee.”  

As we see all of this unpacked in the coming weeks we will see promises regarding the land, about 

Abraham’s name, about his greatness, about his heirs and how he will bring blessings to all the families 

of the earth. 
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 As we do this, we must remember that all of this is fulfilled in His Seed:  Jesus. 

We see this most clearly in a Psalm 2 that we read and sing on a regular basis here at Church of the 

King: Psalm 2:  “ “1 Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing? 2 The kings of the earth 

set themselves, And the rulers take counsel together, Against Jehovah and against His Anointed, saying, 3 

"Let us break Their bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords from us."  

 That is the story we saw before the flood with the wickedness of man and after the flood with the 

Tower of Babel and now with the idolatry that seduced Abram’s father Terah and the growing 

wickedness in the Land of Canaan. 

 But God is going to be faithful to His promises… 

4  “He who sits in the heavens shall laugh;  Jehovah shall hold them in derision. 5 Then He shall speak to 

them in His wrath, And distress them in His deep displeasure:  

6 "Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion."  [yes, this is why we are commanded to pray for the 

peace of Jerusalem!] 7 "I will declare the decree: Jehovah has said to Me,  'You are My Son, Today I 

have begotten You. 8 Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations for Your inheritance, And the ends of 

the earth for Your possession. 9 You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces 

like a potter's vessel.' " 10 Now therefore, be wise, O kings;  Be instructed, you judges of the earth. 11 

Serve Jehovah with fear, And rejoice with trembling.  12 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry,  And you perish 

in the way, When His wrath is kindled but a little.  Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him.” 

 Just as God explained to Abram, He will bless those who bless, or kiss, the Son, Abraham’s seed 

and he will curse those who curse the Son! 

So we have much to learn about the call of Abraham which we will strive to undertake in the coming 

weeks.  We have been introduced to some important players in God’s story of salvation and Abram’s 

journey takes us to the very land that will one day be given to God’s people as they await the coming of 

the Seed of Abraham, their Messiah and King, Jesus! 

As we think about these and the many chapters that lie ahead we must remember that there needed to be 

a land in which Jesus was to be born and a people in whose generations the line of promise would be 

kept. Or as the Apostle Paul passionately refers to his countrymen according to the flesh in Romans 

chapter nine after saying he would consider giving up his own salvation in exchange for their:  “who are 

Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of 

God, and the promises; 5 of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, 

who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen.” 

 

 

Communion Meditation: Genesis 12:7 

“Then Jehovah appeared to Abram and said, "To your descendants I will give this land." And there he 

built an altar to Jehovah, who had appeared to him.” 

John Calvin’s comments:  “We see, therefore, that he was intent upon giving of thanks; and that an altar 

was built by him in memory of kindness received.  Should any one ask, whether he could not worship 

God without an altar?  I answer, that the inward worship of the heart is not sufficient, unless external 

profession before men be added.  Religion has truly its appropriate seat in the heart; but from this root, 

public confession afterwards arises, as its fruit.  We are created to this end, that we may offer soul and 

body unto God.” 


