
INTRODUCTION 
 
The last chapters of Acts show Paul's experience as a Christian sharing the suffering and the life 

of Christ. The story begins with an explosive situation involving the Jewish population and their 

leaders. 
 
PAUL FACED GREAT HOSTILITY 
 
Paul defended hid actions in a speech to the crowd. It was marked by courtesy and care. He did 

not challenge them but showed that he was one of themselves. He spoke in Hebrew, said he had 

been taught by one of their most respected rabbis, asserted his zeal for historic Jewish law, and 

said he had been a prominent persecutor of Jesus' followers - and he had witnesses to that. 
He then showed the reason he had become a follower of Jesus. It was not done lightly but only as 

a result of divine revelation. He had experienced a light and a voice from heaven. The divine 

Speaker challenged him about his persecution then identified himself as Jesus of Nazareth. Paul 

was ordered to wait in Damascus for instructions.  
The second stage of the change involved another respected member of the Jewish community. 

Anannias told Paul that no less than "the God of your fathers" had arranged for Paul to see and 

hear "the Righteous One" - a reference to the Messiah or "Servant of God" the Jewish people 

were waiting for. Paul was supposed to be baptised and tell others what had happened.  
All this might have been expected to dispel their anger. It was when Paul spoke of Jesus 

appearing to him a second time that their anger boiled over. Jesus warned Paul that the people 

would not accept his testimony, and told him to go to non-Jews with his message. That enraged 

them so much they went into a frenzy demanding that he be killed.   
 
THEIR HOSTILITY WAS EXTREME 
 
The mob was in a state of denial about Jesus. They had settled in their mind that he was an 

enemy of God and they would not listen to any argument in his defence. It was more than a 

matter if information or reason; they regarded his cause as a moral outrage hence their hostility 

to anyone who supported Jesus. As far as they were concerned Paul was wicked and a traitor. 

The reaction came from the depths of their being.  
It was also a matter of pride. They thought that possessing God's revelation made them superior 

to other people and guaranteed that were religious views must be correct. They could not bear to 

hear criticism, especially when it allegedly came from God. Also they could not bear to think 

that non-Jews would get a blessing from God that they had rejected. Their pride did not allow 

them to face the truth, so they reacted in blind hatred.  
When Paul was put on trial before the Sanhedrin (22:1-10) the High Priest took the same line as 

the mob. As far as he was concerned rejection of Jesus was a moral obligation and a matter of 

national loyalty - it was starting to define Jewish identity. When Paul claimed to be a loyal Jew 

he treated the remark as blasphemous.  
A plot to kill Paul followed. When hostility is based on falsehood and pride it is irrational; it 

feels a need to justify itself, and it cannot rest till it gets rid of disquieting truth. It digs a hole for 

itself and expressed itself in murder.  
That is the spirit of the devil whom Jesus described as "the father of lies" and "a murderer from 

the beginning". When we choose falsehood we are choosing the devil's character and his defeat.  



 
THERE WERE DEEPER REASONS FOR THEIR HOSTILITY 
 
It expressed their rejection of Christ. That in turn expressed their rejection of God. Jesus said, "If 

the world hates you, you know that it hated me before it hated you" (John 15:18). He also said, 

"You have seen and hated both me and my Father" (John 15:24).  
It is a conflict between two contrasting attitudes and lies in the depths of our being. One the one 

hand is dishonesty seen in refusing to face the truth; on the other hand there is God who cannot 

lie. On the hand there is pride seen in asserting oneself against the God of heaven; on the other 

hand there is God's meekness in showing mercy and Christ's meekness in humbling himself in 

order to save sinners. On the one hand there is the murderous spirit of Satan; on the other is 

Christ giving his life that others might live. The spirit of evil is innately hostile; the Spirit of God 

is opposed to evil. Hence the murder of Abel by Cain, and the conquest of evil by Christ. 
 
CHRIST TOOK CARE OF PAUL 
 
It was because of Christ that Paul suffered. Therefore Christ took care of him.  
Christ gave him protection through the Roman authorities for he is King of kings and Lord of 

lords. Christ can use any person or institution to support his people.  
Christ also appeared to Paul again. The mere fact that he would do so showed his faithfulness 

and that was bound to strengthen Paul. We may have a similar experience when we recognised 

his voice in Scripture or his hand in Providence.  
It reminded Paul of Christ's power. He would know that nothing could frustrate Christ's 

purposes. That became obvious in the way he was rescued in Philippi and now in Jerusalem.  
Christ also gave him a promise - both of personal safety and of fulfilling his ministry by 

witnessing to him in Rome.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
This reminds the Christian if what his faith might involve. It reminds the non-Christian that 

Christ is a force to be reckoned with.  
It reminds us all that human life takes place in the context of conflict between good and evil.  
It reminds the Christian that any argument must be conducted with courtesy and care. 
It reminds us that Christ's care of his people will overcome all evil.  
 


