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Colossians 1:3-5a 
 

3 We always thank God, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we 
pray for you, 4 since we heard of 

your faith in Christ Jesus and of the 
love that you have for all the saints, 
5 because of the hope laid up for you 

in heaven.  

2 



Colossians 1:5b-8 
Of this you have heard before in the word 
of the truth, the gospel, 6 which has come 
to you, as indeed in the whole world it is 
bearing fruit and increasing—as it also 

does among you, since the day you heard it 
and understood the grace of God in truth, 
7just as you learned it from Epaphras our 

beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful 
minister of Christ on your behalf 8 and has 
made known to us your love in the Spirit. 
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Review from last week  
Paul is praying: 

• Paul thanked God for what saw in the church of Colossae 

– Faith in Christ Jesus  

– Love for all the saints 

• In Paul thanking God for their faith and love, we know that genuine 

saving faith and true love originate in God  

– We receive them when we are born again  

– God deserves all the praise/glory regarding our faith & our love, 

and this is why Paul gives thanks to God for their faith & love.  

• Paul also spoke of their hope (laid up for them in heaven) 

– Knowing that Jesus Christ has secured our future (and living in 

accordance to that truth) produces selflessness & love  

– When our hope is in Christ, we can joyfully sacrifice the present 

for the secured future 
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Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth 

Of this: What is the “this”?  

• Beginning of v5 “the hope laid up for you in heaven”  

• What is the “word of the truth” –The gospel  

• What is the gospel?  

– Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 

God for salvation …V17 For in it (the gospel) the righteousness of God 

is revealed from faith for faith  

– Colossians 1:6 the grace of God in truth 

– 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel 

I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by 

which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 

you—unless you believed in vain.3 For I delivered to you as of first 

importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was 

raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures 
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which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world 

How did the gospel come to the people at Colossae? 

• V7 just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant.  

• In order for the gospel to be heard and believed upon, it must “come”  

• Romans 10:13-14 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 

be saved.” But how are they to call on Him in whom they have not 

believed? And how are they to believe in Him who they have never heard? 

And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they 

to preach (proclaim) unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful 

are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 

• Sent Preach  Hear Believe  Call Saved  

• Who is Epaphras? “beloved fellow servant”, “faithful minister of Christ” 

• What happened when Epaphras proclaimed the gospel to the church 

at Colossae?  

– V6 since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth 

– Epaphras proclaimed the gospel and explained the gospel  
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What caused them to hear/understand/believe/saved? 

Human perspective: Epaphras proclaiming/explaining the gospel  

Divine perspective: Holy Spirit granting life (new birth)  

• Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13)  

• 1 Corinthians 2:14 The natural person does not accept the things of the 

Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand 

them because they are spiritually discerned.  

• This is why Jesus said “You must be born again” John 3:7 (Wind blows) 

• Acts 13:48 as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 

• Do we praise Epaphras? No (He is a servant through whom they believed) 

• 1 Corinthians 3:5-7 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants 

through whom you have believed, as the Lord assigned to each. I planted, 

Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he 

who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.  

• Epaphras is “a faithful minister/servant of Christ” (Stewardship-Matt 25) 
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which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit 

and increasing—as it also does among you, since the day you heard it 

and understood the grace of God in truth 
The gospel came to them (& world)=Bearing fruit and increasing 

• When did the fruit bearing begin? The day they heard it & understood it 

• What made them understand the gospel? Holy Spirit through regeneration 

• What important conclusions can we draw from this (assurance)? 

– Everyone who is born again experiences the same work of the Holy Spirit 

(Ezek 36:22-31) 

– The new birth brings genuine saving faith and repentance 

– The fruit (evidence) of the new birth is what is tested for in assurance (1 

John) (Assurance=knowing the faith you profess to have is living faith 

and not dead faith James 2)  

– The gospel always bears fruit (Matt 13)  

– Salvation is a supernatural work of God making a new creation (2 Cor 

5:17) that will bear fruit  

• 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 Fruit of the gospel  

• John 15:2 Every branch that does bear fruit He prunes, that it may 

bear more fruit (Abide in Christ)  
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