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Age old story, one that I firmly believe, I believe the Bible. I believe it literally. I believe 
it to be the word of God. I believe that there was an Adam. I believe that there was an 
Eve. I believe that there was  a Satan who came in the form of a serpent. I believe he 
tempted them and they fell. I do believe that and I have every confidence that everyone 
here this morning does the same. But it's the same old story, how Satan comes to us and 
tempts us, he gets us to question God's word. He casts doubt on the things that God has 
said and that's exactly what Satan did here. He approaches Eve and he begins to just 
question things and make her think and make her begin to doubt what God has said. Eve 
starts to get confused and she  adds to what God had said and Satan really makes this 
appeal, in essence he says, "God is holding out on you. There's something better than 
what God has to offer. If you eat of this, you'll  be like gods and you'll know the 
difference between good and evil." He made it seem appealing. It was a lie. Satan is the 
father of lies, the Lord tells us that in John chapter 8. He says, "there is no truth in him. 
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it." 
Satan is a liar and he's opposed to truth. Truth comes from God. Satan is opposed to God. 
And he appeals to mankind with many, many subtle lies. That's what he did in the Garden 
of Eden and Adam and Eve fell. They began to question; they began to doubt God's 
word; they began to doubt the truth. We're no different. We're no different and, you 
know, sometimes perhaps you might fall for this: we read an account in the Bible and we 
say, "Man, how dumb could they be?" Just as dumb as you and me because I would've 
done the same thing. 

So Satan appeals to us with many, many lies and if you've been with us at all on Sunday 
evenings, we've begun the series by Pastor Tim Keller, "The Gospel in Life." And he's 
beginning to touch on a couple of lies that Satan does appeal to mankind with and I'm 
going to touch on those. I don't want to go into that in any great detail, but I just do want 
to set this up, that Satan approaches us with lies and just because we are a believer in 
Jesus Christ does not mean that we never fall for his lies because we do, we do. And so 
there are two common lies that Satan approaches mankind with in general. Many lies 
okay, and when you get down to detail, there is an endless list of lies, but I want to look 
at two. First of all, he likes to lie to people and convince them that there is no God. Do 
you know anybody like that? There are certainly people like that in the world, that say, 
"There's no God. There's no God." That's believing a lie. The end result of that lie, of 
course, is disastrous. That person continues to be separated from God but that's a picture 
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of the irreligious person. They don't believe in God and if you don't believe in God, you 
have no need to repent. You have no need of a Savior because there's no one to answer to. 
A lie from the pit of hell, but a lie that is believed by some.

Then there is another lie. This one is  maybe a little more subtle. It's a religious point of 
view, yet it is a lie. It says that, "I can earn God's favor." Do you know a lot of people 
like that? Who seek the favor of God by what they do? Don't be too hard on them 
because we're no different and I'll point that out hopefully, in a little bit. But the religious 
person, the religious man says, "I'm good and I have not to repent of." In a way he says, 
"I am my own savior because I am good." Religion appeals to mankind because religion 
says to do. If you look at the world's religions, there are things for you to do to be right 
with God. That appeals to human pride. We all like to feel accomplished, don't we? And 
there are things, if we do something we should feel good about it. I believe that's a gift of 
God to accomplish things. Those things are good and those things are right but when it 
comes to approaching God, anything that tells you that you can earn God's favor by 
working for it, by achieving things, by accomplishing things, is a lie from the pit of hell. 
It comes from the father of lies, Satan himself, but it appeals to the flesh because we like 
to do. We like to pat ourselves on the back. So the religious person says, "I'm good. I 
don't have anything to repent of. I keep the law: I don't kill, I don't steal, I don't cheat on 
my wife. I'm a good guy," and in a sense says, "I'm my own savior," and attempts to, 
while he acknowledges God, he denies Christ as the Savior and determines himself to be 
good enough to achieve favor with God. 

Those are a couple of basic lies that Satan puts forth and sells to all mankind. You see it 
everywhere. But if we're going to counter a lie, what  counters a lie? Truth, right? That's a 
trick question, nice and easy on a Sunday morning. Right, in August, I almost said July, 
it's August. A nice easy question. If we're going to counter a lie, we need the truth and so 
that is what I'd like to look at this morning, is the fact that truth trumps a lie. In relation to 
the things that we just looked at, whether it's an irreligious person denying the existence 
of God, denying a need for a Savior or whether it's a religious person who acknowledges 
the existence of God but says, " I'm good, therefore I'm square with God," there's the 
truth that counter-balances those.

And if you would, please turn to Luke, chapter 18, look at verse 13. We won't look at the 
whole scenario, but it's a familiar passage of Scripture. No doubt with the Pharisees 
standing near the temple and he's praying to himself, the Scriptures says and he's telling 
God how great he is, "I thank you God that I'm not like this bad guy over here, this 
publican, this tax collector." And what does this publican say? I want you to pay attention 
here because this verse refutes those two lies of Satan, I believe. "And the publican 
standing afar off," he won't even go near the temple. He's like, "You know, that has to do 
with God. I'm not even worthy to be close to that." He "stands afar off and he would not 
lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast saying, God be 
merciful to me a sinner." So here's a man who, praise God, doesn't fall for the irreligious  
lie, he doesn't fall for the religious lie. He lands upon the truth that counters both of them. 
Why do I say that? He says, "God, God," he acknowledges the existence of God. He 
refutes the irreligious lie, "There is no God. I'm not accountable to anybody." He refutes 
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that because he acknowledges God Almighty and then he goes on to say, "Be merciful to 
me a sinner." He refutes the second lie that we looked at, of, "I'm a good guy. I'm square 
with God because I've done all these things. Look at the list, God. You have to accept me. 
Man, I had to buy ten notebooks to write down how good I am. God, you've got to let me 
in. I'm good." A lie from Satan. And this publican, this tax collector, this guy who's not 
looked upon very highly amongst his fellow Jews, he says, "God, be merciful to me a 
sinner." There is no, "God, you've got to let me in. I'm a good guy," here. There is an 
agreement with the word of God, with truth, that says, "There is none righteous, no not 
one." There is an agreement with the Scriptures that says, "All our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags." He agrees with the truth. 

He refutes Satan's lies and I love this, let's look at verse 14. This is awesome. Jesus goes 
on to say, "I tell you this man," this publican, this sinner, this lowlife, cheat, scoundrel, 
"went down to his house justified rather than the other." We just briefly mentioned the 
other, that's the Pharisee, the good guy in his own mind and Jesus says of this dirty, 
rotten, scoundrel, this publican, this tax collector, "He went home right with God." Why? 
"Because he acknowledged, first of all, that I exist and he knew that he needed to be 
reconciled with me and the only way that he could do it was to appeal for mercy to God 
because he admitted he had nothing to bring. Nothing." That refutes the lies of Satan, the 
truth of the word of God.

You're probably sitting here this morning, most of you, I know and I'm quite confident 
that most of you, you're right there with this publican in that you acknowledge the 
existence of God. You acknowledge that you're a sinner. You've appealed to God for his 
mercy. You have faith, saving faith, in the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross. I 
know most of you and I'm confident that most here fall into that category, but you know 
what? We still gravitate towards Satan's lies. Even if you're a redeemed child of God 
today, you gravitate towards the lies of Satan unless you counter-balance them with the 
truth because the lies of Satan will always appeal to the fleshly nature within us, always 
and we are so susceptible to falling for them. The only way we can offset that challenge, 
that temptation, is to know the truth so that when the lie comes along we say, we do the 
calculation, right? And I'm not good in math, but we do the spiritual calculation and we 
say, "This isn't adding up. This does not match up with truth. There's something wrong 
here. This is a lie. I need to steer clear of it."

Turn with me to the book of Galatians. I want to illustrate this briefly, how that even 
though you might be among God's redeemed, that by nature, we gravitate towards a lie. It 
would be good if we could spend a whole lot of time looking at the book of Galatians, but 
that's for another time. But I do want to read probably the first nine verses or so, just to 
kind of refresh our memories a little bit about what's going on here. So verse 1 says, 

1 Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and 
God the Father, who raised him from the dead;) 2 And all the brethren 
which are with me, unto the churches of Galatia: 3 Grace be to you and 
peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 Who gave 
himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, 
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according to the will of God and our Father: 5 To whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

Key in on verse 6,

6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the 
grace of Christ unto another gospel: 7 Which is not another; but there be 
some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But 
though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you 
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As we 
said before , so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto 
you than that ye have received , let him be accursed. 

If you're familiar with the book of Galatians, Paul's addressing a problem in the church of 
Galatia, where people came in and they began to pervert the gospel of Christ. They began 
to add that to be a true Christian, you needed to keep the law and that salvation, it was a 
mixture between grace and law, between faith and works. It's a lie and Paul refutes that in 
the letter to the Galatians. In some very stern terms, listen to what Paul just said, he said, 
"You know the gospel that I delivered unto you, that salvation is by grace through faith 
alone and that works do not enter into it," and he said, "If an angel from heaven comes 
down and preaches anything else to you, it's a lie, let him be accursed," and Paul even 
says, "If I come back to you someday and I preach to you something other than what I 
preached to you initially," he said, "let me be accursed because I'm lying and I'm not 
telling you the truth." That's how stern Paul is. By and large, I mean, there was a church 
here in Galatia. They were believers here. Redeemed people yet they began to be swayed 
by something that was not true and we can all do the same thing. We need to be grounded 
in the truth. That's why it's important to be in church, by the way. The church of God, the 
local church, is the pillar and the ground of the truth the Bible teaches us. It's the 
foundation, it's the pillar, it holds up, it proclaims, it teaches the truth. I have every 
confidence that we're joined to a church where that word is faithfully  preached. It's 
important. The only way to counter a lie is with the truth. The only place to find the truth 
is in the word of God and that disseminated from this pulpit week to week and many 
others like it. Praise God. 

But you know, we do tend to gravitate toward a lie if we don't guard ourselves and so this 
admixture of law and grace, it's a form of the religious lie. I can earn God's favor, okay? 
It adds to that. It's not content to just say, "God, be merciful to me a sinner," and take 
God's forgiveness, "But you know, I've still got to work for things." And though we are 
redeemed, we can begin to start to think that our standing before God is dependent upon 
what  we do. Should we do what God tells us to do? Wow, there's more people on 
vacation than I thought this morning. Yes, we should. We should. We should. We should. 
Absolutely, thank you, Rick, thank you. Rick just got back from vacation, thank you. But 
so often, our hearts gravitate toward a lie that says, "I need to perform in order for God to 
accept me." Now we should do the things that God tells us to do. He says, "If you love 
me, keep my commandments," that's clear, but we don't do them to be accepted by God 
and when we do, when our thinking starts to adopt the lie, we have a big problem because 

Page 4 of 9



we're basing our acceptance before God, not on the finished work of Jesus Christ alone, 
not on the truth that is revealed in God's word, that we are accepted in the beloved, but 
we start to think that, "I have to do these things so God will love me." And that leads to 
several problems as I see it. When I'm performing and I think this may have even come 
out a little bit in a list that we had in the book that we're looking at Sunday night, but 
when I'm performing well, right? when I'm doing the things that God wants me to do, I 
have a list of dos and don'ts and I'm checking them all of off, right? I'm doing the dos and 
I'm not doing the don'ts and everything is falling in line then I'm confident. I'm a lot like 
the Pharisee but the temple, "Lord, look at me. I'm a good guy. God, you owe me because 
look, look, look what I'm doing, look what I'm doing for you." 

What happens when we're under performing? What happens when we mess up? I want 
you to think about that for a moment. What happens when you mess up? If your 
acceptance before God in your view is dependent upon your performance, what happens 
when you blow it? Rick, thank you, that was exactly the word I had written down here: 
we're devastated. Thank you, thank you, thank you, we're on the same page. We can 
become devastated and we think somehow that God loves us less, or that we're the red-
headed stepchild. Pardon me, redheads. Our view's all messed up. It's not right because if 
we are in Christ Jesus, we are accepted in him. It's not about us. Now, that's not an excuse 
for blowing it. We all do sometimes, that's not an excuse for that. We need to seek to 
walk close to the Lord so that we don't blow it, so that we don't fall into sin, so that we do 
the right things on a continual basis. But when we do, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. When we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

This kind of thinking is adopting a lie. It's believing and operating in a way that is 
adverse to the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Now, I don't know what side of the 
scale you fall on? I know what side of the scale I fall on. I know what the natural 
tendency, which side of that equation, I naturally gravitate to but you need to look at that 
and to ask yourself, "How am I operating? If I am a child of God, if I truly have faith in 
Jesus Christ as my Savior, am I operating in the light of truth or am I believing a lie? Am 
I living my life in a way that my performance says that's my value before God or am I 
finding my value and my identity solely in Jesus Christ knowing that I am accepted as a 
sinner redeemed?" 

Now, I want to read something. This is kind of where the corny name-tags come in, 
okay? I want to read a song performed by a fellow named Matthew West. Some of you 
may be familiar with him, maybe you're not, but I want to read these words and I want 
you to listen to them because I think it really fits with what we're saying this morning. 
The song says, 

"Hello, my name is regret
I’m pretty sure we have met
Every single day of your life
I’m the whisper inside
That won’t let you forget 
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"Hello, my name is defeat
I know you recognize me
Just when you think you can win
I’ll drag you right back down again
‘Til you’ve lost all belief 

"Oh, these are the voices. Oh, these are the lies
And I have believed them for the very last time

"Hello, my name is child of the one true King
I’ve been saved, I’ve been changed, I have been set free
'Amazing Grace' is the song I sing
Hello, my name is child of the one true King 

"I am no longer defined
By all the wreckage behind
The one who makes all things new
Has proven it’s true
Just take a look at my life 

"What love the Father has lavished upon us that we should be called His children
I am a child of the one true King" 

Folks, this morning, rather than adopting a lie, we need to look at ourselves for who we 
are in Jesus Christ and if you are redeemed this morning, you are a child like the old song 
says, I tried to look it up but I couldn't find it, I don't know if it's the title, but a child of 
the King, right? You're a child of the King as this fellow wrote. You're the child of the 
one true King and we need to look at ourselves like that, not in some haughty, prideful 
aspect but in an appreciative way, in a way that recognizes what it is that that sonship 
entitles us to because we're the child of a King, the King. I don't know about you, I don't 
think it would be a bad deal to be born on this earth as the child of a real king. You know, 
generally speaking, kings have a lot to offer and you live a pretty good life, by and large, 
you know, financially. God has things better than that to offer and I'll throw this one in, 
this was one of those thoughts from one of the other messages that I wanted to deliver 
this morning and I can't do them all but I can throw this in: I want you to think about one 
of the things that being a child of the King privileges us to, but there's coming a day when 
we will no longer be tempted with a lie because we will finally and forever, for all 
eternity, be rid of the sin nature within us. Folks that's a tremendous gift that our Father 
gives us as children of the King.

I was looking at the verse in Revelation and I forget where it actually is but in eternity 
there's a day when our character will be fixed and it says, "He that is righteous, let him be 
righteous still. He that is just, let him be just still," continually. We have that promise 
because we're children of the King. There's coming a day when we gather in heaven to 
worship and we can't even imagine what that's going to be like because you know, our 
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best effort this morning, my best effort to communicate these things, is tainted by the sin 
within but because I'm a child of the King, I can still get up and proclaim his word. 
Because you're children of the King, you can still take it in and you can say, "Yea and 
amen, and God by your grace, let me lay hold on this and walk in the truth." But one day, 
our worship will be untainted. I can't begin to imagine what that will be like to worship 
our God and our King with not one little smidgen of sin tainting the way . That to me is 
awesome.

John, chapter 1, verse 12, when we consider who we are. John 1:12, a very familiar 
passage of Scripture. It says, "But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name." If you believe on the 
name of Jesus Christ, God says, "I give you the power to become my child." You want a 
name to write on your tag? I pre-wrote one. I'll stick it on now. "Hello, my name is child 
of the one true King." That's not arrogance, that gratefulness. That's not arrogance, that's 
trying to teach myself to acknowledge who it is that I belong to and live  in the light of 
that knowledge of that truth and to refute the lie because if I follow the lie, for me when I 
mess up, I can become devastated. Maybe you can too? Verse 13, of John chapter 1, goes 
on to say, "Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh," there's no works 
involved here in being a child of God, "nor of the will of man, but of God." We had 
nothing to bring to God in the first place to redeem our souls. No matter how long our list 
of good works was that we had to present, it wasn't good enough because it didn't match 
God's standard and we were no different than the guy over here who had the very short 
list and the very long list of bad stuff because God's says, "All our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags." So we are not made right with God by the will of the flesh, by the works of 
the flesh, by the will of man but of God. It's all of him and likewise, if you are redeemed, 
as you live your life, your standing is because of Christ's finished work, not because you 
performed well this week or you blew it last week. We stand before God in Christ Jesus, 
accepted in the Beloved. Colossians 1:27, says, "Christ in you the hope of glory." 

One time I wrote a little article. It said, "When miracles don't come," you know we all 
have things that we yearn for, that really would take the miraculous power of God to see 
it happen and sometimes you know what, folks? It doesn't come the way we want it to, 
but I concluded that little article by saying, "You know, maybe the real miracle that we 
need to be looking at is Christ in me, the hope of glory? Is that not a miracle? Christ 
indwelling a sinner? The sinless Son of God willing to indwell a sinner so that he or she 
might be called the son or daughter of God? That's a miracle. That's a miracle."

Ephesians chapter 1. Wow, I have a lot more to say. I'm sorry. I thought I was coming 
towards the end. I have a lot more, but I'm going to squeeze it in. Ephesians 1:5 and 5, 
"Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein 
he hath made us accepted in the beloved." Folks, this morning if you are a believer in 
Jesus Christ, you are a child of God; you are adopted with the full rights of a child of 
God. Adopted by his will. You are wanted by God. You are his child. You are no longer 
defined like that song said, "by all the wreckage behind." Folks, don't let your regrets, 
don't let your defeats, don't let the voices that you hear, keep you from serving God. Do 
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you have any regrets? I'm not going to ask for a show of hands. Do you ever sit back and 
look at your life and say, "Oh my goodness, if I'd only done this?" I've been there, maybe 
you have too and if you dwell there long enough, it will drag you down. Don't stay there. 
It's not where God wants you. He doesn't want you in defeat. What did Paul say? 
"Forgetting those things which are behind whether they be successes or whether they be 
failures. Forgetting those things and pressing on to the mark of the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus." We need to keep pressing on.

1 Corinthians chapter 6, I believe it's verse 11 says, after Paul gives a description of 
sinners, of sins, quite a torrid list of sinful things. He says, "And such were some of you: 
but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." Don't let the past drag you down. When you do, 
you're believing a lie. You're adopting a philosophy that you're standing before God 
depends on your performance past, present, and future and that's lie. If you feel 
inadequate to serve God, let these things be a comfort to you. 1 Corinthians chapter 1, 
Paul talks about God choosing the weak and the despised to confound the wise. Not many 
mighty are called. By and large, the Christian church is made up of ordinary, weak 
people, sinners all. Whether you're a common working guy or you've got all kinds of 
education, but the reason that we can serve God depends on none of those things. It 
depends on what God does in and through us when we're willing.

I'd like to conclude with these thoughts. It's not about what you can do or what you have 
done, it is about what Christ has done. It is not about what you have to offer, it is about 
what he has given you that you can offer back to Him. So go and live like a child of the 
one true King. 

Now, you can take that name tag in conclusion, if you're bold enough, you can write 
something on there and you can wear it when we dismiss for coffee or you can tuck it in 
your Bible. But I challenge you, this silly little dorky name-tag that we all hate to wear 
when we go someplace, to a function, that says, "Hello, my name is." What are you going 
to write in there today? "Son of God," I heard that, that's good or "daughter of God." Are 
you going to write "defeat"? Are you going to write, I don't know, "regret, inadequate, 
mistake, stupid, dope"? I challenge you to write in there the name that God wants to give 
you today. We've already looked at some of those: saved, cleansed, redeemed, washed, 
child of the King, child of the one true King. So I challenge you in closing, take that, 
think about it, look at it this afternoon. What is it that you're going to write in there? And 
if you were honest before you listened to the word of God this morning, what would you 
have been tempted to write in there? And weigh that against the truth of the word of God. 

Folks, I've done an inadequate job this morning of really displaying who you are in 
Christ. I feel like I've fallen far too short, like I've left way too many things out, but I 
hope that I pointed out enough so that it stirs you're thinking, that you can investigate it 
more on your own. It's all I can do today. It's my best shot, but please, I know it sounds a 
little hokey, but take that tag and look at it and you write something in there today and 
what you write in there, you write in there based on the truth of God's word. You don't 
have to wear it back tonight, but I'll tell you what, it might not be a bad idea when you 
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write a proper name in there, that you take it and maybe you stick it in the cover of your 
Bible as a reminder of who you are ao that when you're tempted to believe the lies of 
Satan, you can flip that open, it's right there, an instant reminder. Maybe some of these 
things will come back to you. It's what I pray.

Father, we do thank you for your word this morning. Thank you for your people. Father, 
I do thank you that because of Jesus Christ, we are children of the King. Lord, help us to 
think like that, to believe like that and to live like that. Lord, you know we fall far short of  
that so often but let us not dwell on past failures, but let us seize what is ahead and just 
give us the grace to view ourselves as you see us through Jesus Christ and we do pray 
these things in his name and for his glory. Amen.
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