
MAN’S PATH TO WRATH!
PART 2-FIVE MORE STEPS

ROMANS 1:18-23

Introduction
We began this message last week in this text that shows,  Man’s Path To
Wrath!   It shows God to be absolutely righteous in revealing His wrath
against sinful man!

We see here a downward spiral of sin that leads from the very rejection of
God’s revelation of Himself to man, to a step by step descent into deeper
darkness and further wrath from God and eventually to eternal
destruction!  

Unfortunately, we can trace this downward spiral and its effects right here in
our own dear country!  We have seen and are seeing more and more of the
awful results of a downward spiral of apostasy away from God in our land!  
 
These steps are the cause of God’s wrath being revealed from Heaven!
(Let’s read our Text Again—Romans 1:18-23)

I. THE BEGINNING POINT—MAN’S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD!  
(Vs 21a)  “Because that, when they knew God...”
A. God Has Revealed Himself In The Conscience Of Man!  

(Vs 19a) Man intuitively knows of God's existence, for "that
which may be known of God is manifest in them." 

B. God Has Revealed Himself In The Creation Of The
Universe! (Vs 20)
A Conscience and the Creation...are something all men have!
Therefore MAN IS WITHOUT EXCUSE!

C. God Has Revealed Himself In The Christ Of Glory! (Vs 16)

D. God Has Revealed Himself In The Canon Of Scripture!
The whole of Scripture is now at our disposal to know God’s
problem with man and man’s sin and for a man to know his
destiny because of his sin!  And how Christ can change His
destiny by grace through faith!

II. THE FIRST STEP DOWNWARD—TO FAIL TO GLORIFY
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GOD! (Vs 21b) “...they glorified him not as God...”

To have a knowledge of God, and yet to fail to give Him the proper
place in our thinking and in our lives is the first step downward in
man’s PATH TO WRATH!
No Proper Acknowledgment Of God,  No Proper Praise Of God,
No Proper Worship Of God, and No Proper Fear Of God!

That is where we left off last week and  where we’ll pick up today!
III. THE SECOND STEP DOWNWARD—NOT BEING THANKFUL

TO GOD!  (Vs 21c)   “...neither were thankful...”
i.e.  Refusing to express "thanks" to God for His gracious provision! 

Think about it!  God is the source of every good thing men
possess—not the least of which are life itself and the basics of the air
we breathe, water (and rain), sunshine, and other natural blessings that
fall on both the just and unjust alike—but the natural man fails to
properly express thanks Him!

I heard a story about a small boy who visited his friend's home for
DINNER. When the youngster sat down at the table, he bowed his head
and waited for someone to give thanks for the meal. The others at the
table, however, began passing the food. The boy looked up and said, "I
guess you guys are just like my dog. You just dig right in!"

The Apostle Paul told Timothy that all creatures of God were good
food that is to be received with thanksgiving to God! 
1 Timothy 4:4-5    4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to
be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: 5  For it is sanctified by
the word of God and prayer. 

(Now we are to thank Him for the vegetables to go with it too, Amen!)
Food has been given to us for our nourishment and enjoyment! 

Our expression of thanks to God sanctifies our food by
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acknowledging that what we eat is a gift from God!   
Then we are to use the strength we get from our food to glorify Him
by acknowledging Him, living for Him, and serving Him! 

What does it say about a folks who sit down to a full table, and yet
they never bow their heads to express appreciation for their food?

A word of thanks is always appropriate for those of us who know
that our daily bread comes not just from the grocery store but rather it
ultimately comes from God!  He blessed the farmer to grow it!  And
He blesses us to be able to buy it and prepare it and eat it!

Failure to render proper thanksgiving to God reveals that man has no
proper relationship or fellowship with God!  

Failure to render thanksgiving to God reveals that man sees everything
he has as coming from the processes of the universe, not God!

Failure to render thanksgiving to God reveals that man sees everything
he has as his own self-accomplishment!  (Self-made man or woman)

Take the O.T. example of King Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4:30-32!

Take the N.T. example of King Herod in: 
Acts 12:21-23 21  And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel,
sat upon his throne, and made an oration unto them. 22  And the
people gave a shout, saying, It is the voice of a god, and not of a man.
23  And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave
not God the glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost. 

Isn’t it interesting that the “perilous times” that Paul described to
Timothy that would characterize the last days in 2 Timothy 3 includes
an attitude of being “unthankful”!

“Unthankful” there means thankless; ungrateful!
i.e. No sense of gratitude or appreciation for what one has and
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receives!

Many people today have a sense of entitlement that goes against the
grain of being thankful!   There are many that feel that the world and
society or business and government owe them the good things of life! 
They have little, if any, sense of debt to others!  That's why we have
largely become a welfare state and it is getting more so that way as
time goes by!

Some folks who do work waste time on the job, while doing mediocre
work, and feel little obligation to their boss or to the world and society! 
They fail to see how privileged they are to be alive and have a job and
the blessings they have! 
(i.e.   They fail to see how good God has been to them!)

So, they reach out to get more and more without sensing any need to
express thanks and appreciation to God or anybody else! 

They take and take and forget all about the thanksgiving they owe to
both God and men!

Romans 1:21 shows this to be a step in the downward spiral of
mankind and just another reason why God’s wrath is justified against
ungodly and unrighteous men!

BTW, the very height of unthankfulness and ungratefulness is when
a person rejects the wooing of God’s Holy Spirit that convicts man of
his sin, and of the righteousness of Christ, and of the judgment to
come!  He rejects that wooing by rejecting God’s Son, Jesus Christ,
and the salvation He purchased on the cross of Christ!  How
unthankful and ungrateful can you be?

We who are born again by God’s spirit need to ever be thankful!
Thankful for all that God is and all He has done and is doing!
1 Thessalonians 5:18–"In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus concerning you."
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Psalms 100:4–"Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his
courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name." 

Thanksgiving is part and parcel of the life of the Christian!
It is a mark of godliness!  Remember that even Jesus Christ bowed
His head and gave thanks to His Heavenly Father!   So, if we are to
be Christ like, we must be thankful and remain thankful!

IV. THE THIRD STEP DOWNWARD—TO BECOME VAIN IN
IMAGINATIONS (REASONING)!  (Vs 21d)
“...but became vain in their imaginations...”
The verb for “became vain” comes from the same stem of the Jew’s
word for idols.   The phrase here means “to become foolish in the
things they consider!”  It suggests that man loses touch with reality!

They have disconnected with God and as a result they have
disconnected with the greatest reality in the universe!  And in doing
so they lost both the meaning and purpose of life! 

You need to get this:  Only the reality of "God" gives true meaning,
purpose, and understanding to everything else!   

Who am I?
Where did I come from?
Why am I here?
Where am I going?

By refusing to honor God and let His truth guide their lives, mankind 
dooms himself to a futile quest for wisdom through human
speculations which can only end in false conclusions!

When truth is rejected, then in time, the ability to recognize and to
receive truth is impaired!  Saying “No” to God is extremely
dangerous and unwise!
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When men refuse to properly acknowledge God by not glorifying
Him, and then when man is unthankful to God, then there is a
vacuum that is left and vanity comes and fills up that vacuum that
is left behind!

In Noah’s day the Bible says:
Genesis 6:5–“And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in
the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually.”

The Hebrew word translated imagination there signifies not only the
imagination, but also the purposes and desires.

Ecclesiastes 7:29–“Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made
man upright; but they have sought out many inventions.”

2 Kings 17:9-18;  Isaiah 44:9-20; Jeremiah 10:3-8

V. THE FOURTH STEP DOWNWARD—TO SUCCUMB TO A 
DARKENED HEART!  (Vs 21e) 
“...and their foolish heart was darkened...”
This is the intellectual revolt against God which continues today!  

This leads to the inability to distinguish or discriminate between
truth and error!

It is the reason that so many present-day intellectuals have gone all out
for socialism and communism!

Having rejected God’s revelation, they accept the reasonings of
man!

2 Corinthians 4:4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 
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Ephesians 4:17-18

The remedy to a darkened heart is the light of the Gospel!  
(Acts 26:16-18)

We have been called out of darkness into His marvelous light!  
(According to 1 Peter 2:9)

VI. THE FIFTH STEP DOWNWARD—TO PROFESS TO BE WISE
WHILE BECOMING  FOOLS! (Vs 22)
Romans 1:22  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 

The wisdom of men is foolishness with God!  The so-called “higher
learning” in our schools, colleges, and universities is actually filled
with “lower learning”!    Learning that will take you to the depths of
hell if your direction is not changed!

Vain philosophy is man’s best, but man’s vain philosophy is foolish!
1 Corinthians 1:21–“For after that in the wisdom of God the world by
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching
to save them that believe.”

1 Corinthians 3:18-21

VII. THE FIFTH STEP DOWNWARD—CHANGE THE GLORY OF
THE UNCORRUPTIBLE GOD INTO THE LIKENESS OF AN
IMAGE OF CORRUPTIBLE MAN, AND OF BIRDS, AND
FOURFOOTED BEATS, AND CREEPING THINGS!  (Vs 23)
Psalm 106:19-20  19  They made a calf in Horeb, and worshipped the
molten image. 20  Thus they changed their glory into the similitude of
an ox that eateth grass. 

Jeremiah 2:11–“Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no
gods? but my people have changed their glory for that which doth not
profit.”
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Idolatry in any fashion is a slander and slur against God!
Consider the foolishness of men’s god’s: 

The Greeks made their gods like men!

The Assyrians and Egyptians made their gods to look like
beasts, birds and creeping things!

The Romans combined both methods!

Today men’s gods are a variety of things including both
animate and inanimate objects!  Anything that is put before the
one true God!

Man did not begin as an idolater!  The savage of today and
primitive man are not the same!

Primitive man was monotheistic!  Idolatry was introduced later!
The first record of idolatry is in connection with Rachel
stealing her father’s idols!  Man descended downward— he did
not develop upward!  Religiously man has departed from God!

Conclusion
Examine your own life this morning.  Are you, by faith, walking with God
having believed the Gospel of Christ?  Or are you on that pathway, that
downward spiral that leads to further darkness and eventually to destruction?  

Christ can change your direction and give you light today!  If you will repent
and turn to Him, He will make a wonderful change in your life and you can
exchange your darkness for His light!
Canon Liddon said that, “All religious truth which is not acted on is on its way
to forfeiture.”
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