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Introduction  

1. The significance of the throne vision (4, 5) is to establish God’s reality over against the false 

and skewed perception of the earthly scene (2, 3). The suffering and persecuted churches 

grappling with internal issues as imperfect vessels, confused and forgetful of covenant 

privilege, are provided a glorious picture for all ages to retain and to remember in the face of 

trial 

2. John (an unglorified sinner) is taken into the throne room to see things from a heavenly 

perspective. The scene is symbolic, probably not describing what heaven actually looks like. 

Nevertheless, suffering saints need this vision in order to endure and to persevere.  

3. The main focus: God’s sovereignty over all time and events as the sole uncreated, self-

existing, eternal, and wholly separate being who is in, above, and apart from all things. 

Everything, including evil, was created by Him and for Him. Thus, He is unruffled and 

unaffected by the events of earth, a fact pictured in the glassy sea (comp. Isa. 57:20).    

4. The heavenly scene is dominated by five occasions of worship in three settings. These 

instances of adoration and praise come from all corners and all creatures and each 

occurrence demonstrates the grateful under-standing of those who benefit from His gracious 

acts. They provide for the church an example to emulate in the assembly of the people of 

God.  

I. Worship of the Creator  

1. The cherubim offer unceasing doxology, extolling God’s personal perfections as Creator of 

all (4:8).  

a. His holiness—His perfection as unique  

b. His omnipotence—His perfection as all-powerful  

c. His eternality—His perfection as ever-present and self-existent (Isa. 41:4) 

2. The elders follow, prefacing worship with acts of adoration: prostrating and casting crowns 

(4:10, 11). 

a. They acknowledge their personal relationship to God as “our Lord (authority) and God 

(ability of power).” 

b. They acknowledge His right to glory, honor, and power (absolute authority). 

c. They acknowledge His will in all matters by virtue of the creation. 

3. The praise for God’s glorious work of creation will now be elevated by His more glorious 

work of redemption (5:1-7). 

a. It is introduced by a scroll representing His will in all matters of history but requiring one 

worthy to open the seals in order to reveal the plans. 

b. These things “must take place” in order to vindicate His servants and establish His 

unchallenged dominion of all things.  



c. The angel’s question involves one worthy to reveal the plans and able to execute them.   

d. John’s weeping shows his frustration: unless the worthy One is found, he cannot fulfill his 

commission as prophet to reveal God’s will to the churches. 

e. The elder’s command to “stop weeping” challenges John’s forgetfulness of OT revelation 

of the Lion/King of Judah promised from the house of David.   

II. Worship of the Redeemer  

1. The occasion: the Lamb receiving the scroll 

2. The participants:  cherubim join by the elders 

3. The method of the praise: singing 

a. Each holds a golden censor representing the prayers of the saints (v. 8). 

b. Each displays acts both physical (priestly acts) and verbal (singing, not speaking).  

4. The focus: ascribing to the Lamb praise for the right to open the sealed book  

5. The reason: Christ’s ransom—a people from every tribe, language, people and nation (Isa. 

49:6; comp. Acts 1:6 and 8) 

a. Purchased for God out the slave-market of sin 

b. Established as kings and priests in God’s kingdom (comp. Ex. 19:6 and Rev. 1:6; 5:10)  

6. The elevation: myriads of angels joining the worship with loud praises for the Lamb’s seven 

excellencies (v. 11) 

a. The first four describe Christ as possessing for His work power (authority), wealth 

(fullness), wisdom (skill), and might (ability). 

b. The last three are the responses owed to the Lamb by the redeemed: honor, glory, and 

blessing.  

III. Worship of God and King  

1. The third and final occasion is the highest elevation of praise and includes both Father and 

Son (vv. 13, 14).  

a. What began as praise to the thrice-holy God from eternity past (“who was and is and is to 

come!”) is now projected to include eternity future (“forever and ever,” literally, “into the 

ages of ages”).  

b. This occasion testifies to the will of God that all of creation is duty-bound to glorify the 

Creator.  

2. The divine plan to restore the rebellious creation to fulfilling God’s will required the work of 

redemption.  

a. No human institution or individual, save Jesus, is able to redeem and restore rebels to the 

purpose of God.  

b. Thus, God and God/man alone are worthy of the worship and honor depicted in these 

chapters. 



3. This scene must be impressed upon all who read Revelation in order to prepare them for the 

awful scenes of judgment that are to follow in the remainder of the book.  

Use  

1. These scenes of worship are designed to awaken within us a deep sense of awe and wonder 

that seem foreign to our naturally prideful spirits. We are too prone to be numbed by our 

exalted sense of self-reliance and innate distrust of God. One commentator asks, “Before 

whom would we risk our dignity by flinging ourselves spontaneously facedown upon the 

pavement?” 

2. This vision demonstrates that our praying is both necessary and valuable to God in carrying 

out the will of God on earth. We tend to allow our routine to override and distract us from 

this important duty (Eph. 6:18; 1 Thess. 5:17). Jesus taught by both precept and example the 

importance of prayer (Luke 11:1ff; 18:1ff).  

3. The truth taught in Christ’s appearance, not lion-like but as a slaughtered lamb, teaches us 

that victory is not won by prowess but by sacrificial passivity. Christ overcame, not by 

aggression, but submission. He earned the right to rule by humble obedience to the Father’s 

will. We, as followers of the lamb, are called to that same course. 


