
 

 

Evening Worship July 31, 2016 
“Wilderness Theological Seminary"  

Exodus 15:22-27 
 

I. God will test us, Israel’s first wilderness test – 
1. Part One, three days with no water – 

So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; then they went out into the 
Wilderness of Shur. and they went three days in the wilderness and 
found no water. (Exodus 15:22 NKJ) 
 

Up to this point, even three days without water, it seems Israel has not 
complained. 
 

2. Part Two, disappointment – 
Now when they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, 
for they were bitter. Therefore the name of it was called Marah.

 24 
And the 

people complained against Moses, saying, "What shall we drink?" 
(Exodus 15:23-24 NKJ) 

A. The sight of water probably sparked hope, maybe even some 
rejoicing… 

B. However, the slightest taste of the water proved there was 
something wrong with them, they were bitter! 

 
“Note, God can embitter that to us from which we promise ourselves 

most satisfaction, and often does so in the wilderness of this world, that 

our wants and disappointments in the creature may drive us to the 

Creator, in whose favor alone true comfort is to be had.”   

Matthew Henry 

 

"Disappointment -- His Appointment" Change one letter, then I see 
That the thwarting of my purpose  Is God's better choice for me. 

His appointment must be blessing, Tho' it may come in disguise, 

For the end from the beginning    Open to His wisdom lies. 

 
"Disappointment -- His Appointment" Whose?  The Lord, who loves me best, 

Understands and knows me fully, Who my faith and love would test; 

For, like loving earthly parent, He rejoices when He knows 
That His child accepts, UNQUESTIONED, All that from His wisdom flows. 

 

"Disappointment -- His Appointment" "No good thing will He withhold," 
From denials oft we gather  Treasures of His love untold, 

Well He knows each broken purpose  Leads to fuller, deeper trust, 

And the end of all His dealings  Proves our God is wise and just. 

 
"Disappointment -- His Appointment" Lord, I take it, then, as such. 

Like the clay in hands of potter, Yielding wholly to Thy touch. 

All my life's plan in Thy moulding, Not one single choice be mine; 

Let me answer, unrepining -- "Father, not my will, but Thine."  

Edith Lillian Young  

 
II. What was God’s purpose in this trial? 
1. To encourage prayer – 

So he cried out to the LORD, … (Exodus 15:25 NKJ) 
 

“Pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers to us in our 

pleasures, speaks in our consciences, but shouts in our pains. It is his 

megaphone to rouse a deaf world.”  ― C.S. Lewis 

 

Pain, disappointment, difficulties bring us to our knees in prayer! 
 

2. To provide a preview of the cross and its impact on a sin-filled 
world – 

So he cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a tree. When he 
cast it into the waters, the waters were made sweet. … (Exodus 15:25 
NKJ) 

This tree is a preview of the cross, Christ took our sins and pains upon 
Himself on the cross –  
4 
Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we 

esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted.
 5 

But He was 
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are 
healed.

 6 
All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, 

to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
(Isaiah 53:4-6 NKJ) 
 

Not only does His cross heal us, but also nature which is also under 
bondage to sin – 
For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of 
Him who subjected it in hope;

 21 
because the creation itself also will be 

delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1069006.C_S_Lewis


 

 

children of God.
 22 

For we know that the whole creation groans and 
labors with birth pangs together until now. (Romans 8:20-22 NKJ) 
 

What we have here is a preview of that↑ 
 

3. It was a test, designed to improve – 
… And there He tested them, (Exodus 15:25 NKJ) 
 
But He knows the way that I take; When He has tested me, I shall come 
forth as gold. (Job 23:10 NKJ) 
 

Testing is for our good – 
My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,

 3 
knowing 

that the testing of your faith produces patience.
 4 

But let patience have 
its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

 

5 
 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 

liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.
 6 

But let him 
ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea 
driven and tossed by the wind. (James 1:2-6 NKJ) 
 

III. How to avoid worse trials, judgment – 
There He made a statute and an ordinance for them. … (Exodus 15:25 
NKJ) 
 
and said, "If you diligently heed the voice of the LORD your God and do 
what is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all 
His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought 
on the Egyptians. For I am the LORD who heals you." (Exodus 15:26 
NKJ) 
 

1. Obey God’s commands does not mean we will never be 
disciplined or tested – 

looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

 3 
For consider Him 

who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you 
become weary and discouraged in your souls.

 4 
You have not yet 

resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin.
 5 

And you have forgotten the 
exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: "My son, do not despise 
the chastening of the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked 
by Him;

 6 
For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every 

son whom He receives."
 7 

If you endure chastening, God deals with you 
as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten?

 8 

But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, 
then you are illegitimate and not sons.

 9 
Furthermore, we have had 

human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not 

much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live?
 10 

For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but 
He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.

 11 
Now no 

chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, 
afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who 
have been trained by it.

 12 
Therefore strengthen the hands which hang 

down, and the feeble knees,
 13 

and make straight paths for your feet, so 
that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed. (Hebrews 
12:2-13 NKJ) 
 
But He knows the way that I take; When He has tested me, I shall come 
forth as gold. (Job 23:10 NKJ) 
 

2. What God brought upon the Egyptians was judgment – 
Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, 
"Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth."

 2 
So the 

first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and 
loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and 
those who worshiped his image.

 3 
Then the second angel poured out his 

bowl on the sea, and it became blood as of a dead man; and every living 
creature in the sea died.

 4 
Then the third angel poured out his bowl on 

the rivers and springs of water, and they became blood. (Revelation 
16:1-4 NKJ) 
 

Note the similarity to what happened to the Egyptians! 
 

IV. After discipline and testing God gives love, grace and 
pleasure  - 

Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve wells of water and 
seventy palm trees; so they camped there by the waters. (Exodus 15:27 
NKJ) 
 

1. God gives us pleasures even in this sin-filled world – 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You 
anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over.

 6 
Surely goodness and mercy 

shall follow me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of 
the LORD Forever. (Psalm 23:5-6 NKJ) 
 

2. Our pleasures here are just a preview of Heaven – 
You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At 
Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. (Psalm 16:11 NKJ) 


