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I BELIEVE . . .

And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

He descended into hell;

the third day He rose again from the dead;

He ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.



THE HISTORICAL JESUS

• Incarnation

• Virgin birth

• Sinless life

• Atoning death

• Burial

• Resurrection

• Ascension

• Session

• Return



INCARNATION & VIRGIN BIRTH:
“Who Was Conceived By The Holy Ghost, Born Of The Virgin Mary”

“ And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call 

his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  And 

the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over 

the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

And the angel answered her,“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 

called holy—the Son of God.” – Luke 1:30-35



SINLESS LIFE

• “But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. Which one of you convicts 

me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me?” – John 8:45-46

• “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, 

yet without sin.” – Hebrews 4:15

• “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God.” – 2 Cor. 5:21



ATONING DEATH: 
“Suffered Under Pontius Pilate, Was Crucified, Dead”

• “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as 

a ransom for many.” – Mark 10:45

• “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” – John 10:11

• “For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up 

again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay 

it down, and I have authority to take it up again.” – John 10:17-18

• “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.” – 1 Peter 2:24



BURIAL:
“And Buried; He Descended Into Hell”

• “When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also 

was a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 

ordered it to be given to him.And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen 

shroud and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a 

great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away.” – Matthew 27:57-60

• WLC Q. 50. Wherein consisted Christ's humiliation after his death?

A. Christ's humiliation after his death consisted in his being buried, and continuing in 

the state of the dead, and under the power of death till the third day; which hath been 

otherwise expressed in these words, He descended into hell.



RESURRECTION:
“The Third Day He Rose Again From The Dead”

• “3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 

Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then 

he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of 

whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared 

to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 

appeared also to me.” – 1 Cor. 15:3-8



ASCENSION:
“He Ascended Into Heaven”

• “So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them,“It is not for you to know times or seasons that 

the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they 

were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while 

they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 

robes, 11 and said,“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who 

was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 

heaven.” – Acts 1:6-11



SESSION:
“And Sitteth On The Right Hand Of God The Father Almighty”

• “Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who 

is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.” – Romans 8:34

• “according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from 

the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places” – Eph. 1:19-20

• “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated 

at the right hand of God.” – Colossians 3:1

• “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 

universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at 

the right hand of the Majesty on high” – Hebrews 1:3



RETURN:
“From Thence He Shall Come To Judge The Quick And The Dead.”

• “ For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, 

and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are 

alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and 

so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words.” – 1 Thess. 

4:16-18, ESV

• “But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 

transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject 

all things to himself.” – Philippians 3:20-21

• “For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, 

then you also will appear with him in glory.” – Colossians 3:3-4



“IN” VS. “THAT”

• I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord . . .”

• I believe that Jesus Christ is His only Son and our Lord . . .”

• What’s the difference? 


