
 

CURRENT ISSUES: CHRISTIAN MUSIC 

Why discuss music in relation to RBC? 

• It is an area where there are a lot of questions, opinions, and disagreements; it is important  
to know what is biblical. 

• It is pertinent to our church family. 

• It is an issue that is not going away and is becoming more complex. Discernment is needed. 

• It is critical that we pass on biblical Christianity, not something else, to the next generation. 

 My Purpose 

Build on, grow and mature in, unite around truth  

My Approach 

• Talk about “Christian music,” music that is composed and used by Christians in public worship 
and private devotion 

• Start with the foundation 

• Recognize the right and responsibility of individual Christians 

• Recognize the right and responsibility of the pastor 

Some Cautions 

• Compare what I say with the Word of God. Be Bereans. 

• Recognize that there is room for differences among Christians in some areas of understanding 
and application.  

• Be willing to think and to be challenged. 

• Pray for wisdom. 

5 Elements of Christian Music 

• Content  

• The text – what it says 

• The tune – how it sounds 



• Setting – where, how and by   whom it is sung or played 

• Style – Classical, Folk, 
Popular 

• Association – who wrote, published popularized it 

• Heart – motive, intent, thoughtful engagement 

Truth – Understanding – Application 

• Descriptive truth – tells us about 

• Prescriptive truth – tells us to  

New Testament Texts on Christian Music 

• Matthew 26:30; Mark 14:26 

• Acts 16:25 

• Romans 15:8-9 

• Hebrews 2:10-12 

• Revelation 5:9; 14:1-3; 15:1-4 

• James 5:13 

• Prescriptive 

• Ephesians 5:19 

• Colossians 3:16 

• 1 Corinthians 14:15 

Ephesians 5:19 

Context 

• Ephesians – The foundation, purpose, blueprint for the church 

• Ch’s 1-3 – Your wealth in Christ 
Ch’s 4-6 – Your walk in Christ 

• Passage – 15-21 – walk as wise; understand the will of the Lord; don’t get drunk; be filled with  
the Spirit…  

• One main command with four outcomes: speaking… singing… giving thanks… submitting 

Christian music: Starts with God. “the Spirit”  

• His Spirit 

• His Word (Col. 3:16) 

• Every song must be clearly based in Scripture and engage us with biblical truth. 

•  Lyrics must reflect correct doctrine and interpretation of Scripture. 

•  Music composers and leaders must be avid students of the Word. 



Arises out of genuine Christian experience. “be filled” 

• Spirit- and Word-filled believers will praise God in song. 

•  Depth of experience of God = depth of music. 

•  Come filled so you can lift up      Christ and build up others! 

Is a form of communication. “speaking” 

• 1 Corinthians 14:15 

• Sharing a song with the gathered church is not a performance but a presentation of truth in 
musical form. 

•  We should be consciously engaged in communicating to one another when we sing. 

•  We must know the meaning of what we are singing.   

Is for the good of the church. “to one another” 

•  Sing for the benefit of everyone! 

Exists in a variety of forms 

• “Psalms” – OT book of Psalms; can include other songs of praise 

• “Hymns” – songs that praise and extol the virtues of someone (in pagan culture, a god or hero; 
for Christians, God and Jesus Christ) – Ancient, Classic, New 

• Spiritual songs” – songs that are about spiritual life 

• - Ancient, Classic, New 

• “Singing and making melody” - includes both vocal and instrumental music 

• Our selection of music should include the variety of forms that express praise to God and our 
experience of the Christian life. 

•   Instrumentation should support singing and carry the message of      the words. 

• Instrumentation can be beautiful, powerful, and moving, but should color the lyrics of the song 
rather than be a performance that highlights musical ability.  It should support    and convey the 
message of the    song, not overpower it.   

Is for private devotion and corporate worship.  “in your hearts”  

Has as its ultimate audience the Lord.  “to the Lord” 

•  We sing first and most for God. 

 


