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Job 3. I want to direct your attention, first of all, maybe a little review might be in order. 
You might remember in Job 1, Job was seen as a righteous and godly man, one that fears 
the Lord and eschews or avoids evil. Satan appeared before the Lord and questioned Job's 
integrity, told God that Job would curse him if he was given the opportunity or, I should 
say, if all his good that God had given him was taken away from him. Then Job loses 
everything, keeps his health and still blesses the Lord. Satan is really frustrated, no doubt, 
at this time and he comes another day and tells the Lord, “Well, flesh for flesh. A man 
will do anything to keep his hide, so if you'll allow me to touch his heath, well, then I’m 
sure he'll curse you to your face.” Job lost his health and somehow after that he made it 
through a wife that had given up hope on him. I want to remind us that the wife had lost 
ten children just like he did. Then Job's friends visited him and we learned a lot from 
Job's friends last week, didn't we? 

In Job 3, we begin Job's complaint. Have you ever wished you were dead? That's kind of 
one of those questions. As a matter of fact, I don't want to confuse you into thinking have 
you ever tried to commit suicide although, I suppose, probably a lot of people have and I 
don't really need anyone in the room to come and help me understand the word “suicide” 
after the service, okay? I've got enough army training on suicide to last 17 careers. I just 
don't want anymore so please don’t tell me that ideology is not the same as the act. I 
already know; I got it, okay? But it's so taboo, I remember sitting in the recruiter's station 
in Scottsburg, Indiana and the recruiter asking me, “Have you ever smoked dope?” I said, 
“No,” and he went right on down the list. “Have you ever tested positive for this and 
that?” No. “Have you ever slapped your mother?” No. All the way down, “Have you ever 
wanted to wear a dress?” No. All the way down, okay? “Have you ever wanted to commit 
suicide?” I said, “Yes.” He said, “No you haven't.” He went right on down the line. It was 
just a little different then but now ever since 2012, there was a time when there were 
more suicide deaths than there were by combat in the US Armed Forces and I’m not here 
to talk about how the world is going to hell in a hand basket. You and I need better news 
than that tonight.

But I do want to help us understand that if you've ever wished that you were dead, you're 
in good company. I mean, I do want to remind you it was King David that said, “If I had 
wings like a dove, I’d fly away and die.” That's Psalm 55. And when we're talking about 
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Jonah that sat under a gourd plant and said, “I wish to God I'd die. I mean, if God's not 
going to scorch the people in Nineveh, at least he could scorch me.” There are a lot of 
people in the Bible that wished they were dead and then there were a lot of people who 
died who wished they'd never been born like maybe Judas. Remember, Jesus said, “Woe 
to him for it had been better if he had not been born.”

We're going to read the rantings tonight or at least the venting of a man who sat silent in a 
trash heap for about seven days and seven nights and had about all he could stand and 
finally he was ready to talk. Can I just remind us really quickly that along with him were 
friends that were still sitting by. Now, I understand we're going to get to the time where 
we're going to find out they are miserable comforters but they're still sitting there with 
him, right? Don't lose that lesson from last week. If you didn't listen to it because you 
weren't here or maybe you were sleeping in the pew, perhaps you could listen to it. 

Look at verse 1, “After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day.” Interestingly 
enough, you might remember the brothers, the seven sons, remember? Each one hosted a 
feast in his  house on his day so you know right away that Job is talking about the day of 
his birth and his sons hosted feasts in their house on the days of their birth or their 
birthdays. So Job is sitting around and it's interesting to me that Satan said he'll curse 
God, “He'll curse you to your face, God,” and Job doesn't end up cursing God to his face, 
he ends up cursing his own existence. 

Verse 2, “And Job spake, and said, Let the day perish,” that word “perish” is kind of 
interesting. It has the idea of being destroyed. It's where we get the word “Abaddon.” 
You might remember in Revelation 9, there was a demonic locust that was in charge of 
all the other demonic locusts coming out of the bottomless pit and his name was 
Destroyer or Abaddon. This is that same word. “Let the day be destroyed where I was 
born, and the night in which it was said, There is a man child conceived.” Now, if you 
have a version of the Bible that doesn't have “conceived” there, I’m sorry for you. I'd 
recommend that you take your pen and write “conceived” in the margin next to verse 3 if 
it doesn't say “conceived” in your Bible. I have done a little bit of study, you can do the 
same thing I have in e-Sword or blueletterbible.org and you can find out that this word 
“conceived” is only possibly used as “conceived” in the other 40+ times it's used in the 
Old Testament. On one side, you're probably maybe a little uncomfortable with the fact 
that they knew the gender of the baby when the child was conceived and I don't know if 
that's possible but it's just as possible, at least in that day, I don't know if they had 
ultrasound or sonograms and all that stuff back in the day when Job's mom was pregnant 
with him but I’d probably say no. But it is possible that every time a lady was pregnant, 
what was she hoping for? She wishing for a boy since what promise in the Bible? The 
Messiah, found first in Genesis 3:15 so ever since the first woman was promised a 
destroyer that would crush the serpent's head, well, every woman wanted a son and so 
even when a woman was found to be with child, they would say, “It's probably a boy,” 
and they would wish her luck. 

But I also want you to see, please, and it's just a byway, I’m not saying it's the main point 
of this verse but you might notice that Job said that his birth was no more valid than his 
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conception. Let's get that right away. If conception means conception and that's all 
conception can mean in this verse, then that means that he was just as much a person nine 
months before his birth as he was at his birth. You can stick that in your pipe and smoke 
it for some of you pro-choicers out there. It's interesting, you were not pro-choice when 
you were the one in utero so jump in a lake if you're a baby killer. I've got that much to 
say. I've got more respect for a fox in my hen house after dark than I do for a baby killer. 
Amen right there.

Now, on the flip side of that: if you're in the room and all of you are, all of you watching 
by webcast and we have reason to believe there are upwards of 75 at a time tuning in for 
some reason around the world to hear this jaw-jabber. Apparently, there are probably 
some in our audience and in our congregation tonight that you may have had an abortion 
and you are not second-rate because you've had one. I want you to know there's 
forgiveness to be found in the Christ of God if you've ever had an abortion but know this: 
you have committed murder and it is a sin against God. Say Amen again. It is a sin 
against the Lord but be of good cheer, it's a sin for which Jesus died and you don't have to 
die in your condemnation for that sin so bring good news to the young lady who's guilty 
because she's killed a child in her womb. There is redemption found for every sin at 
Calvary. Amen. Even for the person who kills the child in her womb so offer her 
forgiveness and redemption found in Christ because this proud Baptist boy that was 
saved as a member of a church and you might as well just go ahead and say, God saved a 
a pastor of a Baptist church, let me say if there is hope for me, there is hope for anyone. 
I'm the worst sinner I know. Amen.

Verse 4, “Let that day be darkness.” In other words, the day that I was conceived, the day 
that I was born, whichever you want to pick, let that day be darkness, “let not God regard 
it from above, neither let the light shine upon it.” In other words, “Could we just rewind 
and act like I was never born for a minute? Could we just act like I was never here? I 
really hate myself these days. I feel low.”

Verse 5, “Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it.” It's the same phrase in the 
Hebrew even as Psalm 23:4, “Ye though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death.” Same phrase here, “Let the shadow of death stain the day of my birth, the day of 
my conception, let a cloud dwell upon it; let the blackness of the day terrify it.” In other 
words, let the day of my conception, the day of my beginning, let the day of my birth, let 
it run away out of fear. Now remember, the style of writing has changed at the chapter 
break. It's no more some sort of wonderful prose narrative, it is now poetry and so we're 
going to allow the scribes of King Job, probably, at least a royal man, a rich man 
probably had scribes sitting close by who were recording because they were still working 
for the man. If he was the second king of Edom, there's a strong chance he was still the 
king of Edom. You say, “I don't buy that.” Do you remember the story of 
Nebuchadnezzar? There's no record that when he was hanging out as a man with eagle 
talons and fur and feathers for seven years, there's no record that anyone became king 
instead of him. 
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So it's quite probable that there are some folks hanging by recording these words and they 
say in verse 6 because Job said in verse 6, “As for that night, let darkness seize upon it; 
let it not be joined unto the days of the year, let it not come into the number of the 
months.” In other words, “Let my birthday be like February 30th. I just don't even want 
there to be a day someone can circle on the calendar recording my birth.” You want to 
talk about feeling low? Job said, “I wish I was never born.”

Verse 7, “Lo, let that night be solitary, let no joyful voice come therein.” Because back in 
the day, you know, if a boy was born that was a time for celebration and you don't want 
me trying to act out what the ladies do in the Middle East when they're excited. Some of 
you have heard it, you know, that rebel yelp except it's Middle Eastern and not Southern. 
The little clicking of the tongue and everything and I’m just not going to do that because 
I have to maintain some of my dignity up here. But it was a joyous time when a woman 
had a young man and Job says, “Don't rejoice because of my birth. As a matter of fact, if 
we could rewind it and take away the celebration out of my parents' home, I wish we 
could.”

Verse 8, “Let them curse it that curse the day, who are ready to raise up their mourning.” 
M-o-u-r-n-i-n-g. That's an interesting word. How many of you have the word “leviathan” 
in your verse? Can you raise your hand, please? Alright, thank you, put your hand down. 
That's about 60% of you if I as a guessing man and since I’m not, I won't guess. Now, it's 
used five places in the Old Testament and this is the only time in the King James version 
it's not translated “leviathan,” it's translated “mourning.” I think there's good evidence 
there to say that it should also be “leviathan” here. Leviathan is described in Psalm 104 as 
a mythical Greek monster with seven heads. As a matter of fact, in Isaiah 27, you could 
say that Satan is leviathan but in this particular setting, being this is probably the first 
book that was ever written, I don't think it's a stretch for Job to say, “Let them that curse 
me with their idea of a sea monster, let them curse the day of my birth. Don't let them 
curse me, let them curse the day of my birth. I can beat them. I can beat them with this 
thing. They don't have to curse me anymore. Let's go back and curse the day of my birth. 
Let a sea monster be waiting for me as soon as I’m hatched, to gobble me up and take 
away any kind of hope of life. Let it happen.”

Verse 9, “Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark.” That's not a series about vampires 
that your kid shouldn't be reading because they're Christians. It's not talking about that 
here. Amen? I'm not praying. Lift up your heads and look at me. Twilight is that time in 
either the early morning or the late evening when the sun is below the horizon and the 
sun is shining from below the horizon up into the atmosphere. That's twilight and so Job 
says, “Let the stars of the twilight,” let the late evening light or the early morning light, 
“let it be dark on the day of my birth, let it look for light, but have none; neither let it see 
the dawning of the day.

Let me just go, verse 10, and let me just die in the womb, “Because it shut not up the 
doors of my mother's womb, nor hid sorrow from mine eyes.” As soon as I was born, I 
started experiencing sorrow. Now friends, do you think that's true? Do you think Job felt 
like it was true? So do you think it's a wise, healthy thing to go up to someone who is 
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absolutely sure something is true and argue with them when they're in this kind of deep 
despair? “Job, you knuckle-head, you're 70 years old. Surely not every day since your 
birth was lousy.” Not a good time to tell Job that. He's pretty sure you're wrong.

Verse 11, “Why died I not from the womb? why did I not give up the ghost when I came 
out of the belly?” Now, if I could just say this: the “ghost” there could also be translated 
as “spirit.” Does anyone have “spirit” in their Bible? Can I see your hands? I see a few of 
you waving at me. Some of you have the word “life” in there. Can I see your hands? 
Okay, a few more so we have “ghost,” we have “spirit,” we have “life,” and so what is he 
saying here? “I was alive before I was born.” There it is again. Twice in ten verses so I 
don't understand what's so significant about this whole 24 week thing. 24 weeks, the child 
is now viable and doesn't need to be killed but 23 weeks, well, we can....I don't get it. Are 
you with me? Now, I’m glad we've gone a little bit further back. I'm glad we're getting 
the edge on some of these folks but if 24 weeks the child is viable, what in the world tells 
you that at 23 weeks it's not? That's because you're a heathen. That's why.

Verse 12, “Why did the knees prevent me? or why the breasts that I should suck?” In 
other words, why did my mother even offer me nourishment and people are not exactly 
clear on “why did the knees prevent me” or “catch me,” depending on how your version 
reads. In the King James it's “prevent me.” Why did the knees catch me or go before me 
or prevent me. In other words, it seems like either we're dealing with the ancient custom 
of the child as soon as it's born being laid in the lap of the father so that the father can put 
the family pronouncement of blessing upon it or, secondly, it's possible that the child as 
soon as it's born is placed on the mother's lap, on her knees so that she can feed the baby 
or, thirdly, and this is the one I am probably inclined to believe, the knees probably those 
of the midwife and the child when born is caught by the midwife. I don't know which it 
is. I don't think we should separate and start First Baptist church over it, Unity Baptist 
Church or Harmony Baptist Church or One Accord Baptist Church or all those other 
Baptist churches. Friendship Baptist. Let's split and start Friendship Baptist Church. 
That's slick. Let's do that. So probably not an area of doctrine we should fight over.

Verse 13, “For now should I have lain still and been quiet, I should have slept: then had I 
been at rest.” If I would have just died there in the womb, I would have been at rest. “Job, 
you're awful morbid. I don't think you know how good you have it.” Wrong time to tell 
Job that.  

Verse 14, I could have been at rest “With kings and counsellors of the earth, which built 
desolate places for themselves; Or with princes that had gold, who filled their houses 
with silver:.”I would have been along with all the kings and princes that had died. We 
would have all been the same. Death is the great equalizer, you know. It doesn't matter 
what you had on the earth, you don't have it when you die. He said they might have been 
ornamented in their death and in their burial, it might even be a reference to Job being 
royal and him saying I would have been buried and at least lain in the middle of the 
jewels. I'm not sure which he's going with there but it definitely says that, “I would have 
been at rest. I would have died.” Surely, since this is the first book that was written 
probably in the Scripture, I have no problem saying that probably Job did not have a fully 
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formed theology of death and the afterlife. He probably didn't and so he seems to be 
speaking halfway out of his sorrow and halfway out of his experience.

Verse 16, “Or as an hidden untimely birth I had not been.” Okay, if I didn't die in the 
womb, could I at least have died in birth? If I couldn't stop my conception, could I at least 
have been stillborn? You say, “Well, I can't believe he's saying that.” Well, try to 
remember this is a man that lost ten children. This is a man that lost a thousand this and a 
thousand that and five hundred of this and five hundred of that. This is a man that lost his 
riches, his family, his wife, his health, everything and then he's speaking out of absolute 
loss of prestige and fame and status. Job would not have been singing “It Is Well With 
My Soul.” 

Do you think that he's not spiritual right now? Because if you think that he's not spiritual 
right now, you probably would have thought Jesus should have broken into some sort of 
praise song at the tomb of Lazarus. It's so unspiritual to us for people to mourn. It's so 
wrong for us to see people as if depression is some sort of sin. Now, I understand it can 
become that but I promise you that if you're ever in a state of despondency or depression 
where you ever wonder if there's a need for you to even wake up the next morning, you'll 
be glad people don't sit around and say, “Well, the real issue is that you don't believe the 
Bible.” 

So tell us more about the afterlife, Job. Well, I just know in verse 17, “There the wicked 
cease from troubling; and there the weary be at rest.” The wicked are done being wicked 
and the tired are done being tired.

Verse 18, “There the prisoners rest together; they hear not the voice of the oppressor.” 
This is the same word translated “taskmasters” in the book of Exodus. The prisoners are 
done being whipped. They are done making bricks. They're done gathering straw. They're 
done explaining their day away. They're done explaining to wife and children why they 
have nothing. They're just done. “Oh, I wish I was like one of them.”

Verse 19, “The small and great are there; and the servant is free from his master.” Death 
brings such great equality. Job is saying that the poverty stricken are the same as the rich, 
the wicked are the same as the weary, the weary are the same as the wicked, the infants 
are the same as the adults. We're all just at rest. The prisoners rest together. They hear not 
the voice of the oppressor and surely Job wasn't saying as the Seventh Day Adventist 
would say that when you die, you live in the grave until resurrection morning. That might 
have been what he felt. It might even have been what he believed and surely since this is 
the inspired Scripture, you need to remember that this is part of a narrative. We are 
reading the story of what Job said. Are you with me? So we actually have quite the 
advantage because we know Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and beyond, don't we? We 
know that there are stories out there that speak and we know that they're not fables. I 
don't mean story in that way but, “Job, you just seem so ornery. You're just willing to go 
and sleep in the dust.” Yeah, I just wish I would have never been born. It's almost like 
Job is saying, “I just think that death would be awfully sweet.”
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I sat with a man today in his home and he said, “You know, I think I’m about done.” He 
said, “I don't really have much to do except pray for my family.” He said, “I've been a 
failure all of my life I feel like. I feel like I’ve lost everything.” He said, “I just don't 
know what else there is to live for.” I thought, “How amazing is it that tonight I’m going 
to speak on someone who says the same thing.” How wonderful it is to be able to look at 
a soul that's in a cloud of darkness and say, “I've got good news for you. You're in good 
company with a man like Job.” I think we ought to be people that are okay with people 
mourning. Yeah, help them with that song in the morning. Be okay with the mourning 
and the dark hours.

Verse 20, “Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, and life unto the bitter in 
soul; Which long for death, but it cometh not; and dig for it more than for hid treasures.” 
So clearly, Job is not ready to take his own life, he just wishes someone else would do it. 

Verse 21, “Which rejoice exceedingly, and are glad, when they can find the grave? Why 
is light given to a man whose way is hid, and whom God hath hedged in?” I think that 
that's really interesting. We're going to come back to that in a minute. Do you remember 
that word is used previously in the book of Job. Satan accused God of hedging Job in. Do 
you remember that? And now Job looks at his problems and says, “I'm not hedged in, I’m 
hedged out.” Before Satan said, “God, you've hedged Job in to blessing,” and Job looks 
up towards God and says, “God, you've hedged me out of blessing.”

Verse 24, “For my sighing cometh before I eat.” Have you ever lost your appetite? I 
mean, hey, have you? I'm not talking about medication because of a surgery. I'm not 
talking because you're on one of those crazy diets. Have you ever heard of such a thing as 
a cookie diet? That is amazing. I'm trying to be nice, sister. I just think that that's 
amazing. I remember about ten years ago when someone told me about that carb diet. I 
thought, let me get this straight: I can just sit around and eat meat and that's cool. The 
person said, “Yeah.” I said, “I'm gonna lose weight?” He said, “Yeah.” I said, “This is 
amazing.” Then I hear about the cookie diet. Now that was almost as funny as the Slim 
Fast shake diet. I know that works, folks, don't throw anything at me. I just think that's 
amazing stuff and Job says, “I don't want a part of any diet. My sighing comes before 
eating.” Have you ever just leaned on the table with your head in your hands and sighed? 
He says, “and my roarings are poured out like the waters.” I just moan. 

Verse 24, “For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was 
afraid of is come unto me. I was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet; yet 
trouble came.” And the tense of the Hebrew there is trouble came and is still coming.

Well, wasn't that fun? So the chapter can be seen as: “I wish I’d never been born” to 
“why can't I at least die now” to “I was in the end just a born loser.” 1. Time changes 
even the best of people. Sometimes it's for the best and sometimes it's not. Did you notice 
that after chapter 2, God didn't fix anything. Didn't Job pass the test? Alright, so then why 
doesn't he have his kids back? Where is his house? Where are his sheep? His camels? His 
oxen? His she-asses? Where are they? And where is that wife that gave up hope on him? 
Where is she and why isn't he looking like Bill Sturm again? I'm just messing with you. 
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Just laugh with me. That's funny. How about James V., why doesn't he look as good as 
James V.? He's passed the test.

But God didn't do that and you know, Jesus reflected the character of God a lot. Can I 
remind you that Jesus could have hurried off to Bethany and raised Lazarus from his 
sickbed. He didn't have to raise him from the dead but he waited until it was seemingly 
too late. Are you with me? He waited four days. Lazarus was so dead he was stink dead. 
I'm talking about they said to him, “Lord, he's going to be ripe if we do what you say 
we're supposed to do. I don't recommend that, Jesus.” Roll the stone away. Jesus seems to 
do things late all the time. He sends the disciples into the boat, sends them across the 
water, goes up in the mountain and watches them from a distance and then he waits not 
until the early evening, not until the late evening, not until the early morning or after 
midnight but the fourth watch when it's good and stormy. I'm just going to wait. Job, 
you're in for it.

How about Jairus's daughter? Now, I’m a pretty high strung individual. No Amens. But if 
I had a 12 year old girl at the house and I knew that this Jesus could heal her and I was 
rushing him off to my house and here's this woman stopping him in the way, I might feel 
a little compassion but you know, I’m worried about my daughter. “Jesus, come on. 
Touch her, do whatever you've got to do. Let's go. Come one. Move, move, move. Let's 
go!” But, you know, Jesus knows a lot, brother, and Jesus said, “No, I’m going to wait 
until it's too late. I'm not changing a thing.” He says that Jairus's daughter was dead and 
when he got done healing that woman of her issue of 12 years, interesting, isn't it? She's 
an outcast for 12 years and there's a 12 year old girl that needs to be healed. It makes me 
think there might be something of some relation happening there, yes? Think through that 
now. She's been bleeding for 12 years, the girl is 12 years old. Anyway, moving along.

So, it seems like he's taking his time and that aggravates me. I don't like people taking 
their time when it affects me. I value my time more than anything on this globe and 
maybe I shouldn't, you pray for me. But I value my time. I don't want anyone being 
careless with my time and that's why I don't preach a long time because I value your time 
and I know that the mind can only absorb what the seat can endure. But he waits until 
Jairus's daughter is dead. 

So God didn't fix everything but have you seen any changes between chapters 1, 2 and 3? 
Think about it: back when Job had everything taken from him, “Well, the Lord gave and 
the Lord take away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.” When he's cursed with bad health 
he says, “Well, the Lord gave life. I came naked from the womb and I’m going to go 
back to the source naked. The Lord gave me life,” and now he wishes he didn't have it. 
But I want to remind you that nowhere in this book does God ever say Job sinned and 
here is Job saying, “I don't know what God is doing and I wish he would have done it 
differently.” Are you all with me? 

Hang on now, it might make good singing to say Job might have sinned with his mouth 
but God didn't say he did and over there in chapter 42, I like chapter 42, God told Job's 
friends, “Job has spoken rightly concerning me.” So not a single time do we see that even 
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though Job is changing and by the way, some of you are going to have spouses that are 
going to be changed by combat. You need to understand that doesn't mean they've sinned 
and it doesn't mean you've sinned. It means it's an opportunity for you to take the grace 
you've experienced and convey it to them and I promise you that knowing that you reap 
what you sow, you'll want that because life will change you. How many of you have 
changed in the last ten years or so? Aren't you glad that God allows you to change 
without calling you a sinner? Don't you need some friends that will sit around you and 
not call you a sinner because you've changed? I'm not talking about change your beliefs; 
I’m not talking about change your morals, I’m talking about you've just changed. Trouble 
does that.

Verse 26 he says, “I was not in safety.” Wait a minute, I thought Job knew he was safe? 
Didn't he say, “The Lord gave me all this”? So, I mean, time changes even the best of 
people and I’ve already said this doesn't mean Job has sinned, after all, we want to be 
careful with Job so you just remember that time changes even the best of people and so 
you should expect it. Expect it.

2. Death can be that which Job describes so believe it. In other words, Job may not have 
had his theology of death figured out exactly but you and I do. Are you with me? James 
the half-brother of Jesus who wrote the epistle of James said that God has no respect 
towards the rich. As a matter of fact, he's had respect, James 2:5, “Hath not God chosen 
the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to 
them that love him?” There is nothing filthy, rotten or dirty about being well-off or rich, 
that's not what I’m saying. I am saying that there is a certain equality that is sweet to the 
soul when two people die. In fact, Proverbs says that the Lord made both the rich and the 
poor. Can I just say that it's possible because of what Christ has done for us that 
everything Job says about death is absolutely true.

Let's look at it through the eyes of a New Testament saint and let's look at it as someone 
who knows that there is life beyond the grave. Please, would you please look at verse 13, 
“I would have lain still and been quiet, I should have slept then had I been at rest. With 
kings and counsellors of the earth, which built desolate places for themselves.” Look, I 
want you to see verse 17, “There the wicked cease from troubling; and there the weary be 
at rest.” Hey, aren't you glad for things like Psalm 116:17 where it says, “Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.” Why do we fear death so much? I mean, think 
about what we do: we talk to people all the time about how to be ready to die so they can 
go to heaven and then we spend most of our time praying that God keeps people out of 
heaven. It's a wonderful place. You see the glory of God, you love Jesus. It's wonderful 
and dear God, please keep all of my loved ones alive forever. But wait a minute, some of 
you have loved ones that are close to death. Aren't you glad Job was right without even 
knowing it? That when you die, the weary are at rest. There is going to be a day when we 
lay down the sword and we're going to be equal with everyone who has ever gone before 
us who knew Jesus. There is no advantage at the throne of God other than what he gives 
to us by his grace. I understand the theology behind earning rewards and casting our 
crowns at Jesus' feet. I'm not new at this, I understand that, but I also understand that just 
like we're all sinners on equal ground around the cross and just like we're all saints on 
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equal ground in Christ, I can also say that after death all the work you can ever do will be 
done. Done. Now, I know I can hear someone out there helping me. I understand there's a 
temple in heaven and we'll serve him in his temple but I think you know what I mean 
when I say there's a difference between serving God in this awful flesh that feels 
heartache and distress and the loss of loved ones and the loss of finances and the loss of 
the confidence of our loved ones and our health and our safety and our security and our 
401k and our good running cars and our appliances that run 24/7, we never have to think 
about it until it breaks. And then, oh, there's coming a day when you won't have to trust 
Wall Street or Sears. You won't have to trust Mazda or Ford. Thank God for that. You 
won't have to trust any of those things. We'll never study war anymore and all the fighters 
will put down their swords and we'll beat our swords into ploughshares and our spears 
into pruning hooks and those of us who have made our living fighting wars will just have 
to get on white horses and watch Jesus thrash the enemy.

So I guess you can just say that we'd better get ready for a change because soon and very 
soon we're going to meet the King. Hallelujah! And the weary will be at rest and we'll 
have reunion with those that have gone on before us and though you'll wish that you were 
dead here at some point in your life, hopefully you'll have some friends and loved ones 
around here that will carry you and Jesse I remember from week-to-week when we were 
in Baghdad. Do you remember we used to meet at the Palace and all the chaplains and 
chaplain assistants, they were busy chasing their chaplains around trying to keep them 
from getting shot. Do you remember that? And do you remember how every Wednesday 
we came back to the Palace there in the Green Zone and all the chaplains would come 
marching on in and giving their cheesy grins and one-liners to their fellow chaplains and 
all of us chaplain assistants would come in with our 9s and our 240s? Now, that's some 
preaching right there. Our 249s and our 203s and I'm talking about the ?? every now and 
then. We'd come rolling on in there and I’m talking about happy reunion, friends. Not 
because we were in heaven but because we made it another week. Aren't you glad that 
one day we'll get into the heavenly shore and put our helmets down and put our flack vest 
down and put our protection down and put our weapons down and hallelujah, the weary 
will be at rest. Aren't you glad? Amen. Amen. Boy, I could close it up right there and go 
outside and run from here to the moon. I'm just so glad there is coming a day when there 
will be no more sorrow and no more pain. I guess Dave's ready for me to be done, too. 
He took my slides down. He's back there saying Amen. Aren't you glad? Well, Job, you 
got me happy. In your despair, in your despondency, in your depression you got me 
thinking about a day when the weary will be at rest. Thank the Lord.

Lastly, 3. Our great Christ once felt unsafe. Look at verse 26. I want to show you Jesus in 
Job 3, “I was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet; yet trouble came.” Did 
you know, as you're turning to Psalm 22, look over at Psalm 22. Just the next book over. 
This won't take long. Did you know that the Lord Jesus wondered at times if he was safe? 
Now, I know that I just preached near heresy for you but if you'll read these verses with 
me, I think you'll find that I’m not preaching heresy. This is the Bible. Psalm 22, as you 
look at verse 1, who do you think David is prophesying of here? It's certainly Jesus and 
back around Christmas time, we talked about Jesus in verses 9 and 10 and the trust that 
he had in the Father but I want you to see, please, in verse 11, “Be not far from me; for 
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trouble is near; for there is none to help.” Wait a minute, if verse 1 is talking about Jesus, 
if verse 10 is talking about Jesus, if verse 14, “I am poured out like water, and all my 
bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels,” if 
verse 16 is talking about Jesus, “For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the 
wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.” If verse 16 is talking 
about Jesus, if verse 1 is talking about Jesus, if verse 8 is talking about Jesus for surely it 
is because it was quoted by those at the cross, then probably verse 11 is talking about 
Jesus where Jesus is on the cross and he says to the Father, “Be not far from me; for 
trouble is near; for there is none to help. Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of 
Bashan have beset me round. They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a 
roaring lion.” He said, “I felt like I was a victim in the middle of a beating and there was 
no one around to help me.” I want you to know why he did that: because I’m a sinner. 
Jesus is the ultimate Job sitting in the trash heap for my sins, feeling alone and unsafe. 
You deal with that theology in your bed tonight as you think about how the very Son of 
God feared for his life. He was tortured and hated it. It was that very Son of God that said 
in the Garden, “My God, my God, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me.” Is that not 
what we see there? And who is that over by the rocks? Listen, only God can write this 
book, but three friends sleeping. It sounds like Job.

Friends, we ought to be thanking God that our Jesus felt abused and beaten by a mob not 
because he was weak but because this guy is weak, this guy is sinful, this guy is horrible, 
this guy is a coveter, this guy is a mental, if nothing else, a mental adulterer and some of 
you pious folks out there, I hope you don't act like it's not you because if God flashed our 
hearts up on the screen we'd all run out of here so bless the Lord that someone died and 
felt unsafe for you.

Let's pray. 
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