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The joke is told that God and Satan decided to have a contest to see who 
could create the best human being. So Satan bent down to the ground in order to 
pick up some dirt, and God interrupted him, saying, “Whoa there, Satan, you need 
to make your own dirt.” Satan can only ever counterfeit what is true, or twist 
something that God created. Satan is a master at doing this. He can make the 
counterfeit look so much like the real thing that it can be exceedingly difficult to 
tell the difference between the two. Our passage calls for discernment on the part 
of God's people, so that we will not be deceived by Satan. Discernment will help 
us recognize what Satan is doing, so that we will not be tempted to compromise 
when persecution hits us. Instead, we will persevere in faith. Do not fail to notice 
the connection here: discernment leads to perseverance. 

Last week we saw that the dragon, who is Satan, pours out a flood of 
deceptive words to try to sweep away the church. But the Lord never allows Satan 
to deceive the entire church. This only makes Satan more angry, of course. In our 
passage today, we learn that Satan calls on some help to try to carry out his plan. 
In verses 1-4, we see Satan's version of a counterfeit Christ. In verses 5-8, we see 
the war that this beast makes against all those who are not deceived by the 
counterfeit. In verses 9-10, we see the proper response of God's people. 

We have briefly seen before that Satan is a counterfeiter. In chapter 13, it 
becomes very, very clear that this is what he is doing. Satan makes nothing less 
than a counterfeit trinity. The dragon is the counterfeit Father, the first beast is the 
counterfeit Son, and the second beast is the counterfeit Holy Spirit. Later on, in 
chapter 17, we will see what Satan's counterfeit church looks like. But our passage 
today shows us Satan's counterfeit of Jesus Christ. It isn't pretty, but it still 
convinces people who are blind to a heavenly way of looking at things. So verses 
1-4 show us Satan's counterfeit of Jesus Christ. 

To start with, this beast comes up out of the sea. The sea is a dangerous 
place, and often the same thing as the abyss. It certainly does here. The sea also 
meant “foreign” to the people in Asia minor, since it was always over the sea that 
the conquering Romans came. In the Old Testament, the sea is the place of the 
great sea monster Leviathan. It is quite possible that this monster here is 
Leviathan. It represents a number of things, but don't miss the fact that it came 
from the abyss/sea. That means that it is demonic in nature. 

This beast has ten horns and seven heads. Where have we seen that 
recently? In chapter 12, and the description of the dragon. Both the dragon and the 
beast have the symbols of strength and authority. More importantly, the beast is the 
spitting image of the dragon. John then reaches back to the book of Daniel to give 



us an idea of what he is talking about. In Daniel 7, Daniel sees the vision of the 
four beasts that come right after one another (and, incidentally, they come up out 
of the sea also!). They represent four kingdoms, usually thought to be Babylon, 
Persia, Greece, and Rome. The first three kingdoms are represented by a lion, a 
bear, and a leopard. Here in Revelation, those three beasts all combined into one 
beast that looks like the fourth beast, terrifying and strong, with ten horns, but 
which also has aspects of the three other beasts. Since the four beasts of Daniel 
were four kingdoms, it is reasonable to suppose that John uses the Daniel imagery 
to talk about government power in general as Satan twists and abuses it. Normal 
governments are ordained by God, as Paul says in Romans 13. However, when a 
government becomes too powerful and abusive of its power, then it starts to look 
less and less human. It is the great irony, isn't it? The more a government strives to 
become like God, and more power it takes for itself, the less like God it looks. It 
was the same thing with Adam and Eve. They wanted to become more like God by 
eating the forbidden fruit. Alas, the only thing they did for themselves was to 
become much less like God. Idolatry is subhuman. It makes us much more like 
beasts than anything else can. 

This beast has Satan's authority. Notice verse 2: the dragon gives its own 
power and authority to the beast, which looks like the dragon in many ways. This 
is a counterfeit of God the Father's relationship to the Son. The Father also gives 
authority to the Son, and the Son looks just like the Father. He is the image of the 
Father, according to Hebrews 1. When the dragon gives his authority to the beast, 
John is mocking traditional Roman beliefs about the gods giving the rule to the 
emperors. Augustus Caesar was thought to be given his rule by the Roman god 
Jupiter and the other gods of Olympus. In other words, the Roman believed that 
the Olympian gods gave the rule to the emperors. John shows that it is actually 
Satan who does that.

In verse 3, we see that the beast also imitates Jesus' life, death and 
resurrection. The beast received a mortal wound, which was healed, just as Jesus 
was put to death, but then rose from the dead. We learn here that evil is resilient. 
As Gandalf says in The Fellowship of the Ring, “Always after a defeat and a 
respite, the Shadow takes another shape and grows again.” The difference between 
Satan's counterfeit and the real thing is easy: the beast uses his “resurrection” to 
lead people astray, whereas Jesus' resurrection redeems us. 

Here are some other ways that the beast is a counterfeit of Jesus. The beast 
has blasphemous names written on him, while Christ has worthy names written on 
Him. Worship is directed at the dragon and the beast, just as Christians worship 
both the Father and the Son. The worship of both is world-wide. The song that 
people sing in verse 4 is a counterfeit of the true son of the Divine Warrior in 
Exodus 15:11, which says, “Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is 
like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?” Later 



on in the same chapter, the people sing the praises of the divine warrior, against 
whom no one can succeed. The beast builds a kingdom of tyranny, seeking to 
dominate those of every people group, as verse 7 says. Jesus' kingdom is also over 
every people group, but it is not a kingdom of tyranny, but rather redemption. So, 
when we compare and contrast the beast with Jesus, what we see are two opposite 
views of what power and government ought to be and to do. The question for us is 
simple: which kind of power will command our loyalty? 

The second main part of our passage (verses 5-8) shows us how the beast 
reacts when God's people do not bow down and worship him. He blasphemes God, 
he blasphemes God's people, and he makes war on them. In this context, the 
blasphemies that the beast utters are almost certainly claims to be God, and claims 
to command worship. In John's day, of course, the Roman empire did just these 
very things.  Rome is the first embodiment of the beast that John here describes. I 
do not believe that Rome is the only fulfillment of the beast. But it is certainly one 
of them, and  Rome was certainly the most relevant fulfillment for John's readers. 
As many of us probably already know, many of the emperors of Rome claimed to 
be divine. They claimed to have no equal, as verse 4 says.

The beast makes war against God's people, and physically conquers them, 
even though he can never conquer them spiritually. All through history, Christians 
have usually lived in countries that did not like Christianity. We are so used to 
religious freedom that we do not usually think about this very much, but Christians 
are usually the minority in world history, and they are usually persecuted in some 
form or another. America has been an exception in the past. Today, however, it is 
very quickly becoming like every other nation in world history. The world will 
always believe that it is invincible. Verse 4 makes that clear: “who can fight 
against the beast?” The Romans believed that Rome was invincible. When the 
Visigoths sacked Rome in 410, the Roman people had their idol knocked out from 
under them. Their first move, of course, was to blame the Christians, since the 
Christians did not follow their idolatry. The first part of Augustine's book The City 
of God was written in order to refute this charge. Part of what Augustine writes 
proves that not only did Rome invite this defeat on themselves, but it was God 
Himself who controlled the events. God has a habit of destroying people's idols, 
and leaving them with no excuse. 

Verse 8 has a difficult translation issue. The NKJV, the KJV, and most older 
translations understand the phrase “from the foundation of the world” to refer to 
the time when the Lamb was slain. This makes good sense, as long as we 
understand that John is really talking about the decree that the Lamb would be 
slain, not the actual crucifixion of Christ, which occurred much later than the 
foundation of the world. The other translation, favored by almost all modern 
translations, moves the phrase “from the foundation of the world” to make it refer 
to the time when people's names are written in the Lamb's book of life. This also 



makes good sense, since it is perfectly true that the names of all the elect were 
written in the Lamb's book of life before the foundation of the world. Whether 
John is talking about the decree for the Lamb to be slain, or the decree for the elect 
to be written in the book of life (and both translations refer to something that is 
undoubtedly true), the overall point is clear: if God has decreed something, there is 
nothing Satan or the beast can do about it.

Verses 9-10 tell us what our reaction should be to all of this, and so here we 
can spend some time dwelling on the practical implications of the passage. The 
first part of verse 10 tells us that Christians are NOT going to escape the 
tribulation. This becomes especially clear when we trace the quotations back to 
Jeremiah. You see, the people of God in Jeremiah's time laughed at Jeremiah for 
saying that God's people should be ready to pull up stakes and relocate in Babylon 
when the Babylonians invaded. Many of God's people today do the same thing. 
They think they are immune from persecution. They think that the Rapture will 
occur first. But Jeremiah told God's people that captivity and death are very real 
possibilities. The dragon and the beast may not have the same kind of power that 
Jesus has, but that does not mean that they have no power at all. They have real 
power. They have power enough to bedazzle, confuse, and hoodwink lots of the 
world's population. And, for anyone who is not hoodwinked, the beast will try to 
silence by any means necessary or possible. The end result? Patience and faith for 
the saints. That is be our reaction. Remember how the chain of thought works in 
this passage: the beast counterfeits Jesus Christ. Lots of people are bamboozled. 
Those who are not (because they have the spiritual discernment to notice the 
counterfeit!) are persecuted by the beast. The reason Christians are persecuted is 
because they refuse to be taken in by the lies. So, discernment and spiritual 
wisdom, which we are also called to have, will lead to opportunities where we 
need patience and faith. The result is that we will grow all the more. We are called 
to endure because Jesus Christ endured the same thing. We are called to have faith 
in the One Person who was led to the captivity of Hell, and who was slain by the 
sword of the very beastly government John is talking about! And yet, to have faith 
in that Jesus is to recognize that we believe in a Jesus who has conquered the 
dragon and the beast. In the end of Revelation 20, the dragon and the beast are cast 
into the lake of fire, and are unable even to come into the presence of God's people 
forevermore. Therefore, endure!            


