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Ezekiel 23:22-35 
 

22Therefore, O Oholibah, thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I will raise up 
thy lovers against thee, from whom thy soul is alienated, and I will bring them 
against thee on every side: 23the Babylonians and all the Chaldeans, Pekod 
and Shoa and Koa, and all the Assyrians with them; desirable young men, 
governors and rulers all of them, princes and men of renown, all of them 
riding upon horses. 24And they shall come against thee with weapons, chariots, 
and wagons, and with a company of peoples; they shall set themselves against 
thee with buckler and shield and helmet round about; and I will commit the 
judgment unto them, and they shall judge thee according to their judgments. 
25And I will set my jealousy against thee, and they shall deal with thee in fury; 
they shall take away thy nose and thine ears; and thy residue shall fall by the 
sword: they shall take thy sons and thy daughters; and thy residue shall be 
devoured by the fire. 26They shall also strip thee of thy clothes, and take away 
thy fair jewels. 27Thus will I make thy lewdness to cease from thee, and thy 
whoredom brought from the land of Egypt; so that thou shalt not lift up thine 
eyes unto them, nor remember Egypt any more. 28For thus saith the Lord 
Jehovah: Behold, I will deliver thee into the hand of them whom thou hatest, 
into the hand of them from whom thy soul is alienated; 29and they shall deal 
with thee in hatred, and shall take away all thy labor, and shall leave thee 
naked and bare; and the nakedness of thy whoredoms shall be uncovered, 
both thy lewdness and thy whoredoms.  
 

30These things shall be done unto thee, for that thou hast played the harlot 
after the nations, and because thou art polluted with their idols. 31Thou hast 
walked in the way of thy sister; therefore will I give her cup into thy hand. 
32Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Thou shalt drink of thy sister’s cup, which is 
deep and large; thou shalt be laughed to scorn and had in derision; it 
containeth much. 33Thou shalt be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, with the 
cup of astonishment and desolation, with the cup of thy sister Samaria. 34Thou 
shalt even drink it and drain it out, and thou shalt gnaw the sherds thereof, 
and shalt tear thy breasts; for I have spoken it, saith the Lord Jehovah. 
35Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Because thou hast forgotten me, and 
cast me behind thy back, therefore bear thou also thy lewdness and thy 
whoredoms (ASV, 1901). 

 
THE ATTACK WILL COME FROM ALL SIDES 
 
Ezekiel 23:22-23 
 



 2 

22Therefore, O Oholibah, thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I will raise up 
thy lovers against thee, from whom thy soul is alienated, and I will bring them 
against thee on every side: 23the Babylonians and all the Chaldeans, Pekod 
and Shoa and Koa, and all the Assyrians with them; desirable young men, 
governors and rulers all of them, princes and men of renown, all of them 
riding upon horses (ASV, 1901). 

 
Because of all of Judah’s (Oholibah) unfaithfulness to God He was about to bring the 
armies of the pagans that Judah had committed spiritual adultery with against her. They 
would attack her on all sides of the city. There are four threatening promises (oracles) that 
the Lord is giving Judah in this section of Scripture. 
 

1. God Ill raise up Judah’s lovers against her (v.22). 
2. He will deliver them into their hands (v.28). 
3. They will experience the same shameful experience as Samaria (v.32). 
4. Because they forgot God and all He did for them He will expose her nakedness for 

all to see in her disgrace (v.35). 
 
Judah did not learn from her sister Samaria’s (Oholah) experience who did the same 
things to offend God. They both were chosen by God to bring His Word and Messiah to 
the earth. They were blessed above all nations in the world to draw the world’s attention 
toward them, but they adopted the practices of the nations they were supposed to impress. 
God now specifically names the countries who will come against the Southern kingdom of 
Judah starting with Babylon. The Babylonians were the nation that God used to bring the 
greatest damage to Judah. He brought them to Jerusalem three times and each time they 
carried away an increasing number of Jews as prisoners of war. The men of Pekod, Shoa 
and Koa as well as the Assyrians are all tribes within Mesopotamia that have been 
identified as being assimilated into Babylon and are now difficult to identify with certainty. 
Such is true of many Gentile people groups when they have been assimilated into more 
contemporary empires after conquests. The Assyrians were conquered by the Babylonians 
at Carchemish but continued to exist in Babylonia. God is saying that the combined army 
that would come against Jerusalem would consist of forces from these allied people 
groups under Nebuchadnezzar. The concluding text of this section of Scripture refers back 
to verse twelve in this chapter where God describes the splendor of the appearance of the 
men of Babylon who were their lovers and now coming against them on horses to conquer 
and punish. 
 
GOD’S INSTRUMENTS OF JUDGMENT 
 
Ezekiel 23:24 
 

 24And they shall come against thee with weapons, chariots, and wagons, and 
with a company of peoples; they shall set themselves against thee with buckler 
and shield and helmet round about; and I will commit the judgment unto them, 
and they shall judge thee according to their judgments (ASV, 1901). 

 
God now describes the weaponry of ancient armies. They will use chariots, wagons, 
bucklers, shields and helmets. The buckler was a small shield usually protecting the hand 
that held the sword and the face. It was contrasted to the shield and used mainly to deflect, 
trap and strike.  While it was useful for duels and small fights, it was not good for large-
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scale battle such as the shield was. The central idea in this passage is that God is going to 
direct these wrathful people to carry out His judgment according to their own 
methodologies not His. Their own methodologies were diabolical, vicious, and merciless.  
 
THE PRACTICES OF THE PUNISHMENT 
 
Ezekiel 23:25-26 
 

25And I will set my jealousy against thee, and they shall deal with thee in fury; 
they shall take away thy nose and thine ears; and thy residue shall fall by the 
sword: they shall take thy sons and thy daughters; and thy residue shall be 
devoured by the fire. 26They shall also strip thee of thy clothes, and take away 
thy fair jewels (ASV, 1901). 

 
The Lord God is a jealous God. He loves His chosen people and becomes very angry after 
repeated attempts to receive repentance from His children. As difficult as it is to 
understand in the middle of the correction He does it to those He loves to bring them back 
to Him.  
 
Hebrews 12:6-11 
 

  6 FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY 
SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.” 7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with 
you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 

But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you 
are illegitimate children and not sons.9 Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to 
discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to 
the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as 
seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that we may share 
His holiness.11 All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but 
sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness (NASB). 

 
The crimes of spiritual and moral fornication against God are extremely grievous to Him. 
There is a sense of divine retribution that is equal in God’s providence to the crimes that 
ancient Israel had committed against Him. The perfect justice of the Creator is essentially 
enacting a divine punishment that fits the crime, no more and no less. Chapter sixteen 
described Israel as a queen that became a harlot that left her Husband, the Lord, for 
fornication and adultery.  While a queen God adorned His queen with jewels such as 
earrings and nose rings. In these ancient pagan cultures adultery was punishable by the 
removal of the adulteress’ nose and ears thus rendering her grossly unattractive. This is 
further punishment so they would understand that their would not be any physical place 
for the jewels to hang. In chapter sixteen God says He gave them jewels and now would 
take away the body parts on which they adorned. The best of their property would be 
burned that was not confiscated as war prizes and the population would be rendered naked 
as the invaders tore their clothes from them in humiliation. An individual must come to 
one’s self in order to come to God, and that was what God was doing to Israel. They had 
to realize their position in God and what they were forsaking. Is is a terrible thing to face, 
when one is left naked and destitute. As heinous as these acts seem they are no worse to 
God then the betrayal of His love in exchange for idolatry and gross moral depravity. 
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TRUST IN EGYPT WILL CEASE 
 
Ezekiel 23:27 
 

 27Thus will I make thy lewdness to cease from thee, and thy whoredom 
brought from the land of Egypt; so that thou shalt not lift up thine eyes unto 
them, nor remember Egypt any more (ASV, 1901). 

 
Because of the seventy year captivity in Babylon the Jews for the most part lost their lust 
for idols. Near the end of the captivity and their return Ezra prayed fervently to God for 
the nation Israel’s reconciliation to God through confession and separation (Ezra 10:1-44). 
This resulted in a significant number of families separating themselves from the foreign 
people they had married and a mass confession and repentance of many heads of families. 
They did not remember in longing the days of idolatry in Egypt any more. Israel never 
again placed any trust in Egypt for their circumstances. 
 
GOD EMPHASIZES THE PUNISHMENT 
 
Ezekiel 23:28-29 
 

28For thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I will deliver thee into the hand of 
them whom thou hatest, into the hand of them from whom thy soul is 
alienated; 29and they shall deal with thee in hatred, and shall take away all 
thy labor, and shall leave thee naked and bare; and the nakedness of thy 
whoredoms shall be uncovered, both thy lewdness and thy whoredoms (ASV, 
1901).  

 
This is the second oracle of God’s description of His method of correcting the nation 
Israel for her spiritual idolatry toward Him. Judah had loved the idea of a relationship with 
the Babylonians until they realized how horrible, crude, and detestable they were. Once 
the relationship had started it was too late to leave it and Judah grew to hate them. This is 
the second part of the punishment God gave them. People they loved, then hated would 
conquer them. All of this would reveal the true nature of Judah’s lewdness and whore 
mongering toward God.  
 
BECAUSE THEY PLAYED THE HARLOT 
 
Ezekiel 23:30-33 
 

30These things shall be done unto thee, for that thou hast played the harlot 
after the nations, and because thou art polluted with their idols. 31Thou hast 
walked in the way of thy sister; therefore will I give her cup into thy hand. 
32Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Thou shalt drink of thy sister’s cup, which is 
deep and large; thou shalt be laughed to scorn and had in derision; it 
containeth much. 33Thou shalt be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, with the 
cup of astonishment and desolation, with the cup of thy sister Samaria (ASV, 
1901). 
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This is the third oracle wherein God is saying that Jerusalem would left naked and bare. 
This is all because they turned from Him as the wife of Jehovah and in her promiscuity 
they sought aid from other nations and became perverted by their idols. Oholibah did 
exactly what her sister Oholah did and as a result God says that she would be punished in 
a similar manner. She would now experience shame of the sword and exile. This is the 
“cup” that Samaria received and so now would Judah. They both trusted in violent 
aggressive political power for salvation instead of God. The cup functions as a metaphor 
for an individual's fate. The motif of the cup in the Old Testament prophetic books is a 
familiar image of a vessel that contains a finite amount of tolerance for the sins of Israel or 
her enemies. In this instance it is the cup of God’s wrath (Isaiah 51:7, 22; Jeremiah 25:15–
17, 28; Habakkuk 2:16; Zechariah 12:2). God’s wrath against all of mankind would finally 
result in the appearance of the Messiah to provide for a way out of the sinful condition of 
this earth for all who would accept His atonement. The final wrath will be the Tribulation 
conducted by the Messiah during which the world will be fully evangelized. The nation 
Israel finally at that time will experience a full national regeneration while an end is made 
of sin and sinful ones. This cup Judah now would receive is the measure of wrath that was 
poured out on the Northern ten tribes. Because the Southern two tribes conducted the same 
idolatrous activities as her sister but to a higher degree she would experience the effects of 
a cup of alcohol as if drunk and sorrowful. Normally a drunk person is confused but happy. 
This bitter cup will bring nothing but sorrow, astonishment and desolation. 
 
GOD’S CUP OF WRATH WILL BE COMPLETELY CONSUMED 
 
Ezekiel 23:34-35 
 

34Thou shalt even drink it and drain it out, and thou shalt gnaw the sherds 
thereof, and shalt tear thy breasts; for I have spoken it, saith the Lord Jehovah. 
35Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Because thou hast forgotten me, and 
cast me behind thy back, therefore bear thou also thy lewdness and thy 
whoredoms (ASV, 1901). 

 
In the drunken frenzy that Oholibah will drink of the cup of God’s wrath she will consume 
it all and try and get the last drop as it nears emptiness. The imagery is of a drunken 
person that insatiable for additional alcohol and keeps sucking on the cup long after the 
contents have been consumed. This drunk even smashes is so as to get every single drop 
from its inner surface that they could not attain with the cup intact. Then bites the 
individual broken pieces to get any they missed. In Judah’s drunken stupor she is unaware 
that she is causing her own destruction and wounding herself. The imagery is one in which 
the drunkenness is the idolatry and the breaking of the cup resembles the breaking of the 
city of Jerusalem by the invaders. She finally is said to tear her breasts. This symbolized 
the true natural blessing of God which she is now forsaking in favor of drunken idolatry. 
This all happened to the Southern nation because they forgot God. So they are being 
punished. 
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