
Quotations from the Philadelphia Confession of Faith Relevant to Hyper-Calvinism 
 
 

3:7 The doctrine of the high mystery of predestination is to be handled with special prudence and care, that men 
attending the will of God revealed in his Word, and yielding obedience thereunto, may, from the certainty of 
their effectual vocation, be assured of their eternal election; so shall this doctrine afford matter of praise, 
reverence, and admiration of God, and of humility, diligence, and abundant consolation to all that sincerely 
obey the gospel. 
 

1 Of the Holy Scriptures 
7 All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike clear unto all; yet those things which are 

necessary to be known, believed and observed for salvation, are so clearly propounded and opened in some 
place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned, but the unlearned, in a due use of ordinary means, may 
attain to a sufficient understanding of them. 
 

3 Of God’s Decree 
1 …yet so as thereby is God neither the author of sin nor hath fellowship with any therein; nor is violence 

offered to the will of the creature, nor yet is the liberty or contingency of second causes taken away, but 
rather established; in which appears his wisdom in disposing all things, and power and faithfulness in 
accomplishing his decree. 

3 By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, some men and angels are predestinated, or 
foreordained to eternal life through Jesus Christ, to the praise of his glorious grace; others being left to act in 
their sin to their just condemnation, to the praise of his glorious justice. 

6 As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so he hath, by the eternal and most free purpose of his will, 
foreordained all the means thereunto; wherefore they who are elected, being fallen in Adam, are redeemed by 
Christ, are effectually called unto faith in Christ, by his Spirit working in due season, are justified, adopted, 
sanctified, and kept by his power through faith unto salvation;… 

 
5 Of Divine Providence 

2 Although in relation to the foreknowledge and decree of God, the first cause, all things come to pass 
immutably and infallibly; so that there is not anything befalls any by chance, or without his providence; yet 
by the same providence he ordereth them to fall out according to the nature of second causes, either 
necessarily, freely, or contingently. 

3 God, in his ordinary providence maketh use of means, yet is free to work without, above, and against them at 
his pleasure. 
 

7 Of God’s Covenant 
2 Moreover, man having brought himself under the curse of the law by his fall, it pleased the Lord to make a 

covenant of grace, wherein he freely offereth unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ, requiring of 
them faith in him, that they may be saved; and promising to give unto all those that are ordained unto eternal 
life, his Holy Spirit, to make them willing and able to believe. 
 

9 Of Free Will 
1 God hath endued the will of man with that natural liberty and power of acting upon choice, that it is neither 

forced, nor by any necessity of nature determined to do good or evil. 
4 When God converts a sinner, and translates him into the state of grace, he freeth him from his natural bondage 

under sin, and by his grace alone enables him freely to will and to do that which is spiritually good;… 
 

10 Of Effectual Calling 
1 Those whom God hath predestinated unto life, he is pleased in his appointed, and accepted time, effectually to 

call, by his Word and Spirit, out of that state of sin and death in which they are by nature, to grace and 
salvation by Jesus Christ; enlightening their minds spiritually and savingly to understand the things of God; 



taking away their heart of stone, and giving unto them a heart of flesh; renewing their wills, and by his 
almighty power determining them to that which is good, and effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ; yet so 
as they come most freely, being made willing by his grace. 

2 This effectual call is of God's free and special grace alone, not from anything at all foreseen in man, nor from 
any power or agency in the creature, being wholly passive therein, being dead in sins and trespasses, until 
being quickened and renewed by the Holy Spirit; he is thereby enabled to answer this call, and to embrace 
the grace offered and conveyed in it, and that by no less power than that which raised up Christ from the 
dead. 
 

11 Of Justification 
2 Faith thus receiving and resting on Christ and his righteousness, is the alone instrument of justification:… 
4 God did from all eternity decree to justify all the elect, and Christ did in the fullness of time die for their sins, 

and rise again for their justification; nevertheless, they are not justified personally, until the Holy Spirit doth 
in due time actually apply Christ unto them. 

 
14 Of Saving Faith 

3 This faith, although it be different in degrees, and may be weak or strong, yet it is in the least degree of it 
different in the kind or nature of it, as is all other saving grace, from the faith and common grace of 
temporary believers;… 
 

16 Of Good Works 
7 Works done by unregenerate men, although for the matter of them they may be things which God commands, 

and of good use both to themselves and others; yet because they proceed not from a heart purified by faith, 
nor are done in a right manner according to the word, nor to a right end, the glory of God, they are therefore 
sinful, and cannot please God, nor make a man meet to receive grace from God, and yet their neglect of them 
is more sinful and displeasing to God. 
 

17 Of Perseverance of the Saints 
3 And though they may, through the temptation of Satan and of the world, the prevalency of corruption 

remaining in them, and the neglect of means of their preservation, fall into grievous sins, and for a time 
continue therein, whereby they incur God's displeasure and grieve his Holy Spirit, come to have their graces 
and comforts impaired, have their hearts hardened, and their consciences wounded, hurt and scandalize 
others, and bring temporal judgments upon themselves, yet shall they renew their repentance and be 
preserved through faith in Christ Jesus to the end. 
 

19 Of the Law of God 
5 The moral law doth for ever bind all, as well justified persons as others, to the obedience thereof,…  
7 Neither are the aforementioned uses of the law contrary to the grace of the Gospel, but do sweetly comply 

with it, the Spirit of Christ subduing and enabling the will of man to do that freely and cheerfully which the 
will of God, revealed in the law, requireth to be done. 
 

20 Of the Gospel, and of the Extent of the Grace thereof 
1 The covenant of works being broken by sin, and made unprofitable unto life, God was pleased to give forth 

the promise of Christ, the seed of the woman, as the means of calling the elect, and begetting in them faith 
and repentance; in this promise the gospel, as to the substance of it, was revealed, and therein effectual for 
the conversion and salvation of sinners. 

2 This promise of Christ, and salvation by him, is revealed only by the Word of God;…  
4 Although the gospel be the only outward means of revealing Christ and saving grace, and is, as such, 

abundantly sufficient thereunto; yet that men who are dead in trespasses may be born again, quickened or 
regenerated, there is moreover necessary an effectual insuperable work of the Holy Spirit upon the whole 
soul, for the producing in them a new spiritual life; without which no other means will effect their conversion 
unto God. 


