
“The Light of the World and the Darkness of Unbelief”
John 8:12-20

______________________________________________________________

Jesus Christ: The only source of spiritual light and life

1. The Unparalleled Witness of Jesus Christ                     vv. 12-16

    (1) Truth exudes from Jesus like the light of the sun!             “I am the light of the world.”   
      
          - Jesus Christ is the only source of spiritual light!  The only source of truth!
          - There is no true knowledge of God apart from Jesus Christ  

    (2) Unbelief: blind and dismissive!             “The Pharisees therefore said to Him,
             ‘You bear witness of yourself;
          - Demands “corroborating testimony!”                     your witness is not true.’ ”
          - Responds the same to the written Word and the Living Word

    (3) The Self-Attesting Christ                    “Even if I bear witness of Myself, 
                My witness is true.”
          -1- He needs nothing external to Himself to buttress His testimony!

          -2-“Trinitarian credentials”!           “for I know where I came from 
          and where I am going.”
 - He existed with the Father from all eternity
           - He came from God and was going back to God
           - He stepped out of the manifested glories of heaven and will return to that same glory. 
 - He speaks out of a perfect communion with the Father

    (4) The Problem:          “but you do not know where I come from
          and where I am going.”
          -1- They can see nothing of Christ’s true glory.

          -2- Their judgment – fatally flawed!      “You judge according to the flesh”

               - fleshly,“earthbound” judgment

               - Contrast: the perfect judgment of Jesus Christ

   2.  The “Super-Testimony” of the Son and the Father       vv. 17-20

       (1) A Gracious Appeal!  (17-18)         “It is also written in your law 
                that the testimony of two men is true.
             - Condescending!               I am One who bears witness of Myself, 
                  and the Father who sent Me bears witness of Me.”

             - A “lesser to greater” argument

                    - Corroborating testimony necessary among men because:
        -1- the truth does not find its source in man
        -2- men are liars

                     - God does not need to “corroborate” His own testimony!

             - How about this for “corroborating testimony?!!”

 The testimony of the Second Person of the Blessed Holy Undivided Trinity!
 The testimony of the First Person of the Blessed Holy Undivided Trinity!

       (2)  Unbelief: blind and hardened!   (19a)               “Then they said to Him, 
       ‘Where is your Father?’”

       (3)  Spiritual Ignorance Exposed   (19b)       “You know neither Me nor My Father. 
              If you had known Me,
             - These know neither the Son nor the Father             you would have known My Father also.”

           - If they had known Jesus, they would have known the Father!
           - To know Jesus is to know the Father!
           - Not to know, recognize, believe on Jesus Christ is to not know the Father!

   Further Application


