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Prayer 

Introduction (to 9:35) 

For today 
● Message to Judah 4: The Royal Hope 9:1-7     

 

The righteous shall live by faith. (To 9:40) 

Ro 1:17 ...“The righteous shall live by faith.” 

 

Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

● God exists. 

○ What is God like? 

■ Eternal  

■ Unchanging  

■ Omnipotent 

■ Omnipresent  

■ Omniscient  

■ Good  

■ Active in the world 

■ Faithful  

■ Wrathful towards sin 

○ What the unbeliever says 

■ Ps 14:1 ...“There is no God.” 

■ What does this look like? 

○ What the believer says  

■ Pr 3:6 In all your ways acknowledge him… 

■ Ps 29:2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name… 

■ What does this look like? 

○ What will we look like? 

 

 

  



 

The Royal Hope 9:1-7    

Context (to 9:42) 

● Ch 7 - 11 are matching addresses to Judah and Israel 
○ God’s word comes to king and people. 
○ Rejection of the word brings disaster. 
○ Within the disbelieving people there is a remnant of those who believe and trust in 

God’s word. 
○ For those believers, there is light beyond the present darkness. 
○ Through a coming King. the LORD will bring about what the monarchy had failed to 

accomplish. 
● 7:1 - 9:7 Message to Judah 
● 7:1-12 God’s word comes to Ahaz.  He refuses to believe. 
● 7:13 - 8:8 Divine judgement 
● 8:9-22 A Believing Remnant Amid An Unbelieving People  

 
The Royal Hope 9:1-7    

Here is the final section of Isaiah’s prophecy to Judah.  In contrast to the darkness awaiting the 
unbelieving nation, the believing remnant look forward in hope to the coming dawn.  For them, the light 
arrives in the form of a coming King.  He will break the yoke of their oppression.  The government will 
rest on His shoulders and He will be established on the throne of David forever. 

 

Structure:  
● Prose introduction (v1) Poem (v2-7) 
● Hope described (v1-3) Hope explained (v4-7) 

 

V1-2 Hope described: coming light 

1  But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt 
the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the 
sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.  2   The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light;   those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 

● No gloom...a great light  
○ The previous section ended with unending gloom and anguish awaiting the unbelieving 

nation.  They had no dawn (8:20) 
○ In contrast, the believing remnant can look beyond the present darkness to the coming 

light. 
○ As Jesus said in Jn 8:12 ...I am the light of the world. 

● Have seen...has light shone.   
○ With the eyes of faith, Isaiah sees events 700y in the future as certain, so he speaks as if 

they have already happened. 

 
  



 

V3 Hope described: coming blessings  

 3  You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy;  they rejoice before you as with joy at the 
harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil.   

● Multiplied.   
○ National increase as promised to Abraham in Gen 15:5  And he brought him outside and 

said, "Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them." 
Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 

● Joy 
○ Two pictures: (1) plentiful harvest (2) victory in warfare, with much spoil. 

● Authentic worship.   
○ Before you.  As Psa 15:1-4  O LORD, who shall sojourn in your tent? Who shall dwell on 

your holy hill?  (2)  He who walks blamelessly and does what is right and speaks truth in 
his heart;  ... in whose eyes a vile person is despised, but who honors those who fear the 
LORD...  

 

V4-5 Hope explained: oppression ended 

4  For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as 
on the day of Midian.  5  For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment 
rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

● Yoke...staff....rod...broken.   
○ Delivery from bondage & oppression  
○ Re Gideon defeats Midian w 300 men in Judges 7.  A victory by the LORD. 
○ Can refer to political deliverance.  Also to deliverance from sin. 

● boot...garment...burned 
○ Soldier’s boots and clothing are burned.  Implies weapons also. 
○ Complete peace. 

 

 

  



 

V6 Hope explained: coming King 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his 

name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   

● Child.   

○ Same child as in Isa 7:14  ...Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call 

his name Immanuel.   

○ Contrast the nations whose hope is in economic and military power; the LORD’s people 

hope in a Child. 

● Is. Perfect tense emphasizes historical certainty. 

● Son. A unique Son.  

○ Son of Man.  Dan 7:13  "I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven 

there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was 

presented before him. 

○ Son of David. 2 Sam 7:12-13 ...I will raise up your offspring after you…He shall build a 

house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 

○ Son of God. Ps 2:7 I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; 

● the government shall be upon his shoulder.   

○ He will rule. 2 Sam 7:13 ... I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 

 

  



 

● His name shall be called.  

○ As in 7:14, stress on His name. Declares the person. 

○ Four names.  Heinrich points out the symmetry:  

■ 4 pairs of words, of this world / NOT OF THIS WORLD 

 

PELE’ yo’etz ‘EL gibbor ‘avi ‘AD sar SHALOM 

Wonderful Counselor God Mighty Father Everlasting Prince Peace 

 

○ Wonderful Counselor. 

■ Wonderful. 

● Heb pele’. Noun:a wonder. The supernatural. Usually referring to the 

LORD Himself and His works. 

■ Counselor.  

● With the spirit of wisdom  

● Fulfilling Is 1:26 And I will restore your...counselors as at the beginning. 

● As Is 11:2.  And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,  

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, 

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  

● Contrast Ahaz, whose decisions ruined Judah. 

● Transcending Solomon, the wisest of men.  As Mat 12:42  ... behold, 

something greater than Solomon is here. 

○ Mighty God. 

■ Used in Is 10:21 to refer to the LORD Himself. 

■ Mighty.  Heb gibbor: hero.  The Messiah. 

○ Everlasting Father. 

■ Everlasting. 

● Established forever. 

■ Father.   

● As a father to His people, bringing concern, care, discipline. 

● Is 63:16...you, O Lord, are our Father....  

○ Prince of Peace.  

■ Prince.  

● Ruler and administrator. 

● As Eph 1:10  as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, 

things in heaven and things on earth. 

■ Peace.   

● Heb Shalom:  wholeness, completeness. 

● True peace because the cause of strife (sin) is removed.  Ro 5:1 ...we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



9:7 Hope explained: Eternal throne 

(7)  Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and 

over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth 

and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

● No end.   

○ The King’s reign will be eternal, fulfilling the promise made to David in 2 Sam 7:16 And 

your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall 

be established forever. 

● justice...righteousness.  The basis of His rule, rather than power. 

● Zeal...will do.   

○ This will be brought about by God in spite of the present situation with Assyria. 

 

Summary of the message to Judah 

● In the crisis with Israel & Syria, Ahaz and Judah chose to forsake the LORD. 

● As a result, God was bringing Assyria to conquer Judah and devastate it.  Only Jerusalem would 

remain. 

● The nations intended to destroy God’s people. But their plans would not come to pass. 

● There would be a remnant who remained faithful to the LORD.   

● They were not to fear what the unbelievers feared, but trust in God's word. 

● Their hope lay in a coming Child, who as King would sit on the throne of David and rule the 

nations.  Under His reign, there would be peace forever. 

 

 
  



 

Worship (to 10:15) 

We will break into four groups to discuss today’s passage.  Here are the topics: 

1. He shall be called: Wonderful Counselor 

2. He shall be called: Mighty God 

3. He shall be called: Everlasting Father 

4. He shall be called: Prince of Peace 

 

Join the group with the topic that seems most significant.  Must be at least three people in each group.  

Select one person to scribe.  Each group will report to the class what they found. 

In your group, discuss  

● See: Something about God that you see in the passage 

● Know: The effect that this view of God has upon you. 

● Respond: A way to respond to what you have seen and come to know. 

Caution: Please focus on personal effects and responses. 

● 2Co 13:5  Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves…. 

 

For next week: Is  
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