
Genesis 47:13-27 
Food Crisis Management 

 
God’s man … 
 
I. In Desperate Circumstances 
 A. Crisis Mode 
 B. Creative Economics 
 C. Thank Offerings 
 
II. The Lord Will Provide 
 A. God’s People 
 B. A Broken World  
 C. True Prosperity 
 
… for every hour. 
 
 
Children, Listen … 
1. Why did the people of Egypt and Canaan come to Joseph? 
2. Joseph did not just give them free food - what did the people have to do for 
it? 
3. Things were hard everywhere, so what is surprising about what was 
happening to the people of Israel (v27)? 
4. God provides for the good and the evil, but does he show special care for His 
own people? 
5. Starvation is a terrible thing. Many people, including Christians throughout 
the world face terrible hunger every day.  
One of the worst places in the world when it comes to hunger this year is in a 
country called Somalia. Will you pray with your family today for the people of 
Somalia, especially the children – and for special trust and strength for God’s 
people who live there? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food for the Hungry 
Joseph’s approach to the threat of the starvation of potentially thousands of 
people is not to be taken as the perfect model of government economics. His 
place and time was unique and a desperate situation called for desperate 
measures – and it worked. But hunger around the world has always been a 
problem and there seems to be no simple solution. Though most of us probably 
have not experienced real hunger ourselves we can see in our minds images of 
starving people we have seen in the past. The picture is grim – according to the 
U.N. nearly 21,000 people die every day of hunger or hunger-related causes – 
there are many Christians among them. By the grace of God toward them the 
people of Israel not only survived, they thrived in the midst of crisis. God will 
always provide for his people – that is His way. He makes the rain fall on the evil 
and the good, but he specially cares for His children. There are many wonderful 
stories about the way Jehovah Jireh cares for His people – sometimes 
miraculously. Those of us who have been blessed with food, fresh water, clothes 
and a roof over our heads should never take for granted God’s special kindness 
to us, always giving Him thanks  for His kind provision. But let us also remember 
those who have little with both our material assistance and our prayers. May 
our brothers and sisters without food and water find relief for their deprived 
bodies, and may they also be refreshed with the hope that, though they may 
indeed languish here, they will be renewed and restored body and soul in the 
great feast of their King to come.  
 
 
 


