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“Exposition on the New Testament” 

Introduction: 
 
     “How was our current New Testament formed?” This is one of the most commonly asked 
questions when people are searching for truth. They want to know how because in their finite 
ability they need a reason to trust it. Not by faith, but by human logic and reasoning.  
 
     This is a critical question because for all believers because we hold to the “inspiration of the 
Scriptures.” The church has always believed that the documents found in the New Testament are 
“inspired” writings and the most important source documents for the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ (and Christian doctrine). 
 

1. The Canon: 
 
Canon: Canon is the standard, it not only includes the official acceptance and the order of the 
authorized books of the complete text that make up the Scriptures, but it also includes the process in 
which God brought this process about; such as the test in which each book was put through.  

     One who truly believes that our all power God who is fully capable of inspiring and preserving 
these books must also hold firm to the believe that our same God is powerful enough to inspire and 
orchestrate the events, tests and counsels that brought about our canon and the official accepted 
books we have today. 

     In our exposition on the Old Testament we learned about the canon, the list of authorized and 
approved books that make up the Old Testament. Well the New Testament has a canon as well. The 
first means of spreading the gospel and getting it out to the people was oral communication. Then 
after about 50 A.D. Epistles and letters were wrote and delivered to the early Christian Churches. 
Over the course of the next few hundreds of years these letters (the original autographs) were 
scribed or copied. There are no original autographs remaining to date. 
 
     What made the list, the standard, the canon for the books appearing during the first 300 years of 
the early church to be received as canonical books?  There were a series of tests that the book must 
have gone through to even be considered to be a part of the New Testament Canon. 
 

The four tests applied for the criteria for the canonicity are the following: 
1. Apostolicity – Was it written by an Apostle, or an immediate contemporary? 
2. Inspiration – Does it give evidence of being inspired by the Holy Spirit? 
3. Universality – Was it universally received and read in the churches? 
4. Contents – Is it in agreement with the other books and the church doctrines? 

mailto:princess.chapel@yahoo.com


2 
 

Exposition on the New Testament     Princess Chapel Church 
 
 
     Although these criteria sound reasonable, one cannot find such a clearly described 
methodology like this in non-canonical writings, nor in any council canon prior to the late 
fourth century.  
 
     Many early writings were accepted as “inspired” by some church fathers, yet failed to meet one 
or more of these conditions. Some of the documents that made it into the New Testament fail in one 
or more of these guidelines – the Revelation of John had very little support in the Eastern church 
even into the late fourth century. 
 
     The New Testament canon was established at a church council. Although the exact list of New 
Testament documents was confirmed at the third Synod of Carthage (397 AD), this was a relatively 
small regional council and by this time the 27 New Testament documents had already been agreed 
upon by most of the church. God had superintended once again the complete assembly of another 
Testament by the use of man. 
 
 

2. A Natural Delivery: 
 
     The origin and the history of the New Testament can be traced by natural means which was the 
tool that God used to supernaturally give us this wonderful book. 
 

- The New Testament was NOT dropped from heaven. 
- The New Testament was NOT delivered by an angel. 
- The New Testament was NOT found in a farmer’s field like the Book of Mormon. 
- The New Testament was NOT suddenly “discovered” in a clay jar with 27 “books” intact like 

the Dead Sea Scrolls or the Nag Hammadi texts. 
 
     The New Testament canon developed, or evolved, over the course of the first 250-300 years of 
Christian history. If the New Testament had been delivered by an angel, or unearthed as a complete 
unit it would not be as believable. Part of the historical validity of the New Testament comes from 
the fact that we can trace its development. The fact that this development is not as precise or as 
clean as we might like makes it far more historically reliable. 
 
     Oral tradition was the normal mode for communicating the teachings of a master in the ancient 
world. For one thing, before the use of papyrus was widespread writing was both clumsy and 
expensive. Using a stylus on a clay tablet worked, but once the clay dried no “corrections” or “edits” 
could be made. Writing on a scroll made of an animal skin was certainly an improvement, but was 
still limited. The widespread use of papyrus for the ancient world was like the coming of the 
internet in the modern world - a virtual explosion of written communication began. 
 
 

3. The Reliability of the Scriptures: 

     The Scriptures are reliable and can most defiantly be trusted as Josh McDowell explains in his 
book the world should test the Scriptures by the same criteria which were used for all the other 
ancient literature and historical documents tested and trusted. Here are the a few reasons other 
than the base line presupposition of our faith that the Scriptures are reliable: 
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a. The Bibliographical Test of the Scriptures; the examination of the textual transmission by 
which documents reach us. Since there are no original autographs in existence today we 
must take the oldest scribed manuscripts we have, compare them with how many are in 
existence which for the New Testament alone are nearly 25,000 copies, with some fragment 
copies dating within 25 years of the original date of authorship.  

All of which show amazing accuracy with only minor lettering variations and spelling but 
nothing to change the actual context or meaning of the text. 

b. Next we have the method in which the documents were scribed or copied; the accuracy of 
the Hebrew copyists is astonishing when compared to other literatures of antiquity. Great 
effort and care went into ensuring that every letter was accounted for, all the lines equaled 
and that the scribed manuscripts even though produced centuries a part maintained almost 
perfect accuracy.  

     Only with minor variations in lettering and the changing of spelling in accordance with 
the laws of phonetics. Professor Wilson states in Josh McDowell’s book as quoted “The 
probability of this accuracy occurring by chance; mathematically is one in 
750,000,000,000,000,000,000,000.” There is no possible way this is mere chance or 
circumstance. 

c. Scriptures compared with other worldly manuscripts of ancient literature; Several 
pieces of ancient literature have been looked at over the years and based on their date 
copied, how many are in existence, and the accuracy in the different copies the secular 
world holds firm that these copies can be trusted. Yet they want to refute the accuracy and 
reliability of the Scriptures. Let’s take a look at just two very popular and well know pieces 
of ancient literature and compare them with the New Testament. 
 

- Plato, in which there are only 7 known copied manuscripts in existence today. Plato was 
written in 400 B.C., with the earliest known copies to be dated at around A.D. 900. That is a 
1,300 year gap between the original and the copies, with only 7 known to exist. 
 

- Homer, historical literature in which there are about 643 known copied manuscripts in 
existence today. Homer was written in 800 B.C., with the earliest known copies to be dated 
at 400 B.C. That is only a 400 year gap between the original and the copies with 643 in 
existence. So here we have a greater chance of accuracy and the reliability of these 
manuscripts wouldn’t you agree. 

     But look at the astounding facts of the historical keeping and preservation of God’s Holy writ. The 
New Testament, the 27 books with over 5366 know copied manuscripts known to exist today. The 
New Testament with its eight authors was written from A.D. 60 to A.D. 96. The complete works are 
known to have 325 copies with 225 year gap between the originals and the copied manuscripts.  

 



4 
 

Exposition on the New Testament     Princess Chapel Church 
 

     Over 250 exist of manuscripts containing most of the New Testament with only a 150 year gap 
between the originals and the copied manuscripts and 200 copies of the complete books 
themselves exist with only a 100 year gap in between when the original was written and the 
manuscript copy. So looking at these facts, how could one deny the reliably of the Scriptures? 

AUTHOR BOOK 

ORIGINAL 
DATE 

WRITTEN 
EARLIEST                     

KNOWN COPIES 
TIME GAP FROM THE 
ORIGINAL TO COPIES 

NO. OF 
COPIES 

Homer Iliad 800 B.C. c. 400 B.C. c. 400 years 643 
Herodotus History 480-425 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1350 years 8 

Thucydides History 460-400 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1300 years 8 

Plato 
Writings of 

Plato 400 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1300 years 7 
Caesar Gallic Wars 100-144 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1000 years 10 

Livy 
The History of 

Rome 
59 B.C. - A.D. 

17 
4th Cent. (Partial)                                    

10th Cent. (Complete) 
c. 400 years                                                                           

c. 1000 years 

1 - partial 
copy               

19 - complete 
Tacitus Annals A.D. 100 c. A.D. 1100 c. 1000 years 20 

Pliny 
Secundus Natural History A.D. 61 - 133 c. A.D. 850 c. 750 years 7 

New 
Testament 

 
A.D. 50 - 100 

c. 114 (fragments)                                   
c. 200 (books)                          

c. 250 (most of the N.T.)                       
c. 325 (complete N.T.) 

Within 50 years                                                    
100 years                                                 
150 years                                                                       
225 years 

Total number 
of all text 

copies:                                                                                                                                                         
5366 

 

1. The Canon of the New Testament 
2. The Natural Delivery of the New Testament 
3. The Reliability of the New Testament 
4. The Authority of the New Testament 

 
     In this last and final point we will not only see the authority of the New Testament but we will 
see the authority of the entire Bible, the Authority of the Scriptures. This Book Stands alone and 
every Word is pure, from Genesis 1:1 to Revelation 22:21 

II Timothy 3:16-17 -- All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works. 

     All Scripture and that means every verse, every word in the Bible. But you say: That’s only one 
verse. Well the best commentary on the Bible you will ever read, the very best one you would ever 
hope to get is the Bible. The Bible is the best commentary on the Bible, because Scripture interprets 
Scripture. The Bible contains the answers to life, man, government, science and is the only source of 
absolute Truth.  
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      I want to show you three things tonight about this book tonight in closing: 

1. The Bible authorizes the Bible:  

II Peter 1:20-21 –Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation. 
- For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.  

     McDowell’s illustration - shows that just as the wind controls the sails of the boat and guides the 
ship, so did God move in these men to write the Scriptures. 

(Psalm 95:7)/The Holy Spirit said (Hebrews 3:7)                                                                            
(Psalm 45:6)/God said (Hebrews 1:8)                                                         
(Psalm 102:25-27)/God said (Hebrews 1:10-12) 
 
(Isaiah 7:14)/The Lord spoke by the prophet (Matthew 1:22-23) 
(Hosea 11:1)/The Lord spoke by the prophet (Matthew 2:1). 
(Job 5:13)/God's Word (1 Corinthians 3:19) 

 

2. The writers authorize other writers of the Bible:  

 II Peter 3:15-16 –And account that the longsuffering of our LORD is salvation; even as our beloved 
brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; As also in all his 
epistles, speaking in them of the things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they 
that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own 
destruction.   

      It is here that the Apostle Peter gave weight and authority to the writings of the Apostle Paul. 
Peter referred to Paul’s writings as “his epistles” and “the other Scriptures.” Placing authority upon 
his writings of the New Testament.  

 I Timothy 5:18 – For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox  that treadeth out the corn. 
And, the labourer is worthy of his reward.  

     Thou shalt not muzzle the ox  that treadeth out the corn. Deut. 25:4 It is here that the Apostle Paul 
quoted an Old Testament Scripture, first found in Deuteronomy thus lending weight and authority 
to the Old Testament writings.  

And, the labourer is worthy of his reward. Luke and I Corinthians - Paul also combined this with a text 
from the Gospel of Luke and I Corinthians 9. By combining Old Testament and New Testament 
references he showed us the importance of them both being Scripture, inerrant and inspired. God is 
true (Romans 3:4); God breathed out the Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:16); Therefore, the Scriptures are 
true (John 17:17) – Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 
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3. The LORD Jesus Christ authorizes the Bible:  

Jesus lends weight and authority to the Old Testament Scriptures. During the 40 days in the 
wilderness tempted by Satan, the LORD Jesus Christ used Scripture to fight off Satan.   

Luke 24:44-45 – And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet 
with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, 
and in the psalms, concerning me. – Then opened He their understanding, that they might understand 
the scriptures. 

Luke 11:50-51 – That the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the world, 
may be required of this generation; From the blood of Able unto the blood of Zacharias which 
perished between the alter and the temple: verily I say unto you, It shall be required of this 
generation. We see here that the LORD validated the canon of the Old Testament, going from Able in 
Genesis to the last book containing Zechariah in II Chronicles 24:20-21. 

 Luke 16:29-31 – They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them; this was not speaking of the 
men, this was speaking of the inspired writings of these men, i.e. the Scriptures. The rich man came 
from a religious family, he knew how to pray and at his father’s house with the five brothers they 
had a copy of the Scriptures.  

     By making this statement the LORD of Glory gave authority to the Scripture of the Old Testament, 
not only did He place His stamp of approval on it as inerrant and inspired by the things being 
fulfilled, but He also gave His approval of the Canon for the Hebrews broke down the Old Testament 
into three categories, The Law, the Prophets and the Songs.  So you see the Bible can stand alone, 
and prove its own authority because it is the written Word of the Living God, but the final matter of 
acceptance should not be whether or not you can prove it. Yes it’s good to know these things but the 
final matter of acceptance for this Word should be faith.  

      The Apostle Paul even closes his days of writing with his last letter to young Timothy and in 
closing this evening I’ll read you what the Apostle Paul wrote. 

II Timothy 3:15-17 

15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: 

17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

 


