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Job 30:26 “When I expected good, then evil came; when I waited for light, then darkness came.”  

Psalm 40:12 “For evils beyond number have surrounded me; my iniquities have overtaken me, so that I am not able to see; 
they are more numerous than the hairs of my head, and my heart has failed me.”  

Habakkuk 1:2-3 “How long, O Lord, will I call for help, and You will not hear? I cry out to You, ‘Violence!’ Yet You do not save. 
Why do You make me see iniquity, and cause me to look on wickedness? Yes, destruction and violence are before me; strife 
exists and contention arises.” 
 
 
“Wimpy worldviews make wimpy Christians. And wimpy Christians won’t survive the days ahead.”                            ─John Piper 
 
 
Job 42:2 “I know that You can do all things, and that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.”  

Psalms 115:3 “But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.”  

Ephesians 1:11 “we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after 
the counsel of His will.” 

Psalms 107:1 “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His lovingkindness is everlasting.”  

1 John 4:8 “The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.”  

Job 42:1-6 (ESV) “1 Then Job answered the Lord and said: 2 ‘I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can 
be thwarted. 3 Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge? Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too 
wonderful for me, which I did not know. 4 Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, and you make it known to me. 5 I had heard 
of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you; 6 therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.’” 

Deuteronomy 29:29 “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons 
forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.” 
 
 
 
I.       The Rejection of Error About God and Evil 
 

A. The Error That the Existence of Evil Rules Out the Possibility of a Good and Omnipotent God 
 
 
B. The Error That if God Is Good, Why Has So Much Evil Been Done by Christians in His Name 
 

1. The Crusades 
 
 
2. The Holocaust  

 
 
 
II.      The Roots of Evil  
 

Negation─The negative ways that evil is defined. 
 
 
 
Privation─The lack or want of positive good. 
 
 



Sin─ “any want [lack] of conformity to law or a failure to be obedient.”                                    ─The Westminster Catechism 
 
 
1 John 3:8 “the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God 
appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.” 

James 1:13-15 “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and 
He Himself does not tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then 
when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.” 

 

III.     The Restraint of Evil 
 

“Satan’s power is limited, and that in two ways─he cannot do what he will, and he shall not do what he can…He is but a 
creature, and so hath the length of his [tether], to which he is staked, and cannot exceed…[He] cannot hinder those 
purposes of God he knows.”                                                                                                                          ─William Gurnall 

 
 

IV.      The Reason for Evil 
 

Theodicy─ an attempt to show that God is just and to argue that He can be sovereign and good despite the world’s evil 
and suffering. 
 
Isaiah 55:9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than 
your thoughts.” 
 
A. To Glorify God 
 

Proverbs 16:4 “The Lord has made everything for its own purpose, even the wicked for the day of evil.”  

Romans 11:36 “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.” 
 
 

B. To Conform His Children to the Image of Christ 
 

Romans 8:28-29 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become 
conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren.” 

 
 

V.       The Riddance of Evil 
 

Revelation 21:1-4 “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and 
there is no longer any sea. And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as 
a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is 
among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, and He 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or 
crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.’”  

Revelation 21:27 (ESV) “But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only 
those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.” 
 
 
“The God who is small enough to be completely understood is not large enough to be worshipped”         ─Evelyn Underhill 
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Job 30:26: “When I expected good, then evil came; when I waited for light, then darkness came.”  

Psalm 40:12: “For evils beyond number have surrounded me; my iniquities have overtaken me, so that I 
am not able to see; they are more numerous than the hairs of my head, and my heart has failed me.”  

Habakkuk 1:2-3: “How long, O Lord, will I call for help, and You will not hear? I cry out to You, 
‘Violence!’ Yet You do not save. Why do You make me see iniquity, and cause me to look on wickedness? 
Yes, destruction and violence are before me; strife exists and contention arises.” 

 

The world we live in is filled with evil. Fifteen years ago on 9-11-01 the deadliest terrorist attack ever 
carried out was perpetrated on the United States in New York City, the Pentagon in Washington DC, and 
in a field in Pennsylvania. On that day, that most of us will never forget, almost 3,000 died, and that 
included almost 400 police and firefighters. In no way would I minimize the evil and tragedy of what 
happened on that day fifteen years ago. However, the death toll in the Rwandan genocide in 1994 
amounted to more than two World Trade Center disasters every day for a hundred days straight. 
Estimates are that six million Jews died in the Holocaust. In Cambodia in what was called “the killing 
fields,” are a number of sites where collectively more than a million people were killed, and buried, by 
the Khmer Rouge regime from 1975 to 1979. All we need to do is consult the daily newspaper to see how 
prevalent evil is in this fallen world.  

If you do not have a biblical worldview related to pain, suffering and evil in this world, you will become 
bitter and fail to stand when confronting evil and the suffering that it causes. John Piper wrote, “Wimpy 
worldviews make wimpy Christians. And wimpy Christians won’t survive the days ahead.” [John Piper 

quoted in Randy Alcorn, If God Is Good, page 12] A faith that doesn’t prepare us for experiencing evil is weak and 
will ultimately be worthless.  

In times past, and in some cultures today, the question of the existence of evil was (is) not an issue. The 
Greeks and Romans had gods who not only allowed evil but many times caused it. One of the gods would 
wake up with a headache and wreak havoc on a city or nation. If you travel to India today and enter a 
Hindu temple to examine the idols, you would find that many of their “gods” are demonic and evil. The 
gods of the nations that surrounded the Jews were good and evil.  

The Hebrew concept of an all good God was puzzling to pagan cultures. It was with the revelation of a 
God who is good all the time that the existence of evil became a pressing problem. The problem was 
distinctly stated by the eighteenth Century Scottish philosopher David Hume. He said, “Is God willing to 
prevent evil, but not able? Then He is impotent. Is He able but not willing? Then He is malevolent [evil]. 
If He is both willing and able, whence then is evil?” If you accept Hume’s propositions as true, then you 
will be forced to come to his conclusion that there is no God. But is it really true that God would like to 
stop all evil but cannot? No! The Bible is abundantly clear that God is sovereign and omnipotent.  

Job 42:2: "I know that You can do all things, and that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.”  

Psalms 115:3: “But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.”  

Ephesians 1:11: “we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who 
works all things after the counsel of His will.”  

Hume’s first proposition is false. God is all powerful. How about Hume’s second proposition that if God 
is able but unwilling then He is evil and not good. That one is false also. The Bible is abundantly clear 
that God is good. In fact, we look at God to determine what good is. He is the measuring stick for good!  



Psalms 107:1: “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His lovingkindness is everlasting.” This 
God who is the measuring stick for determining good is also at His very essence love.  

1 John 4:8: “The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.” Here is where Hume and 
many others have missed it.  

Our all-powerful God who is love and who is completely good has a purpose in allowing evil. We can 
make some general statements about that purpose (and we will), but we cannot explain fully what it is. 
There is a mystery about the existence of evil that we cannot fully explain. Job never fully understood but 
he accepted the fact that God is God, and He is good and sovereign, and has His reasons. Job chose to 
walk by faith and summarized his views in Job 42:1-6 (ESV):  

Then Job answered the Lord and said: “I know that you can do all things, and that no 
purpose of yours can be thwarted.  Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge? 
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I 
did not know.  Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, and you make it known to me. I 
had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you; therefore I despise 
myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”  

Having established that the ultimate reason for evil in the world is a mystery, there are some things we 
can learn and know about evil and how it relates to God’s purpose. There is enough revelation given 
through the Scriptures for us to develop a biblical worldview of evil and suffering and thereby grow even 
when we don’t have all the answers. All of the answers to completely understand evil fall under the 
umbrella of Deuteronomy 29:29: “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed 
belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.”  

 

I.  The Rejection of Error about God and Evil 

Before we look at the details of God and the existence of evil, let’s look at some common errors that 
contradict Scripture. 

A.  The Error that the Existence of Evil Rules Out the Possibility of a Good and 
Omnipotent God 

By employing this line of reasoning, the skeptic assumes part of a Christian worldview to indict the 
Christian God. By using the existence of evil to disprove the existence of God, the skeptic is assuming the 
existence of evil. Apart from a God given universal moral code there is no evil. Apart from God, how do 
we determine what is evil? Someone may say “It’s against the law.” Can human law be the determining 
factor in establishing good and evil? There was a time in our country when slavery was legal. In some 
cultures, child sacrifice is legal. It is impossible to have any consistent basis for defining evil apart from 
the existence of absolute moral law. It is impossible to have absolute moral law apart from a creator who 
stamped right and wrong into the consciences of mankind.  

B.  The Error That if God is Good, Why Has So Much Evil Been Done by Christians 
in His Name  

The events in history that usually come up here are the crusades and the holocaust. The critics who blame 
Christians for wars and atrocities fail to distinguish between true Christians, and deceived professing 
Christians, who are really not Christians at all. Even Jesus talked in Matthew 7:22-23 about those who 
professed His name but whom He didn’t know. He told a parable about wheat and tares growing together 
to illustrate that all who profess Him do not genuinely know Him. Having said that, let’s look at these two 
examples from history.  

1.  The Crusades  

When someone brings up the crusades as evidence that a God of love and goodness does not exist, a 
proper question to ask them would be, “Which crusades are you referring to – the first or the second?” 
The first crusade was undertaken by the Muslims when they invaded the holy land and all of 
Christianity’s “sacred” places. Jerusalem fell to the Muslims in 637 AD. Over the years some 30,000 



Christian churches or other Christian buildings were destroyed or converted to Mosques in the area in 
and around the Holy Land. When the order went out to destroy the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, the 
Christians in Europe reacted by organizing their own crusade (the second crusade) to take back the Holy 
places. Certainly there were atrocities committed during the crusades, but it was by those who were 
Christians in name only.  

2.  The Holocaust  

It is commonly believed that Adolph Hitler was a Christian and so the holocaust was the action of 
Christians against Jews.  That couldn’t be farther from the truth. Although Hitler was raised a Roman 
Catholic, he abandoned the faith early in his life. He described himself as a “total pagan.” In fact, Hitler 
had plans to destroy Christianity which he saw as the offspring of Judaism.  

There are other “religious wars” but on closer examination they were instigated and carried out by those 
who professed Christ but had no reality. Anyone can claim to be a Christian. 

 

II.  The Roots of Evil 

What do we mean by evil? Christian philosophers have defined evil through the years using two words, 
“negation” and “privation.” Negation refers to the negative ways evil is defined. When we talk about evil, 
we talk in negative terms. We talk about unrighteousness, unethical, disobedience, and even anti-Christ. 
The prefixes we put on words to describe evil almost always negate the positive root of the word.  

One philosopher speaks of evil not as a “thing” but as corruption of the good; he calls evil a parasite on 
the good [Geisler]. Along the same lines, evil is described in terms of privation. It refers to the lack or want 
of the positive good. For instance, the Westminster Catechism defines sin as “any want [lack] of 
conformity to law or a failure to be obedient.”  

Evil is real and powerful, but the reality is that evil cannot exist by itself. It depends on the corruption of 
that which is good for its existence and power. Here is why that is so important.  

One line of logic that is used to “prove” that God created evil goes like this:  

1. God created everything.  

2. Evil is a something.  

3. Therefore, God created evil.  

No! This conclusion is not true because the second premise is inaccurate. Evil is not a thing. It is a lack in 
things that God created. I know that is deep but it is important. While we may have a problem explaining 
the existence of evil, our problem is only half as bad as the unbeliever’s problem. He has the problem of 
explaining not only the existence of evil, but also the existence of good. We know the origin of good; it is a 
good God who when He finished His creation said, “It is good.” 

While it does not answer all the questions about the existence of evil, we know from Scripture that all evil 
can be traced back to Satan. 1 John 3:8: “the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned 
from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.” We’re 
not going into an in depth study of the doctrine of Satan. We’ve done that at other times. Based on Isaiah 
14:12-15 and Ezekiel 28:12-15 we know that he was created by God as a good high ranking angel and 
through pride fell when he desired to be equal with God. In his rebellion a third of the angels followed 
him and even today do his bidding.  

We first see Satan in his relationship with mankind in Genesis 3 when he tempts Eve to sin and appeals 
to her pride. Because of her desire to be equal with God, she sins and Adam then chooses to follow her in 
her disobedience. This is where sin came to mankind and evil now was reality in this fallen world. The 
curse related to sin involves every descendent of Adam being born with a nature that desires to be our 
own god and we live in a fallen world where sin has corrupted all of creation. The fact, however that we 
are born with a sinful nature in a fallen world does not take away our responsibility for evil acts. James 
1:13-15: “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by 
evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is carried away and 



enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, 
it brings forth death.”  

 

III.  The Restraint of Evil 

While God, because of His sometimes unknown purposes, does not eradicate evil, He does restrain it. 
God sovereignly controls evil. It does not operate apart from His sovereign allowing. Even Satan cannot 
carry out his evil intentions apart from God’s sovereign allowing. In a sense, evil is on a leash. The 
Puritan writer William Gurnall in the seventeenth Century in his classic work, The Christian in Complete 
Armor wrote, “Satan’s power is limited, and that in two ways – he cannot do what he will, and he shall 
not do what he can… He is but a creature, and so hath the length of his [tether], to which he is staked, 
and cannot exceed… He cannot hinder those purposes of God he knows” [William Gurnall quoted in Areopagus 
Journal May-June 2005, page 20]  

We see in the account of Job that Satan had to get permission for all the evil things he sprung on Job. 

 

IV.  The Reason for Evil 

We tread here on dangerous ground. We cannot speculate on what the Scriptures do not reveal. Isaiah 
55:9: “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My 
thoughts than your thoughts.” There will always from our limited perspective be a mystery surrounding 
where evil came from and why God allows it. Having said that, I think there are some reasons we do 
know as to why God allows evil. 

A.  To Glorify God 

Everything God does and allows is for His glory. Proverbs 16:4: “The Lord has made everything for its 
own purpose, even the wicked for the day of evil.” Romans 11:36: “For from Him and through Him and to 
Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.”  

To glorify God means to put His attributes on display, to magnify Him. Have you ever thought about the 
fact that there are things about God that we cannot know apart from evil? How would we know God’s 
justice apart from His judgment of sin and evil? How would we know God’s wrath and holiness apart 
from His punishment of sin? How would we know God’s grace and mercy apart from our sinfulness? 
How would we know that amazing love that resulted in God sending his Son to die for sinners if there had 
been no evil in the world? God allowed evil to come into existence and to continue to exist to display His 
glory.  

B.  To Conform His Elect to the Image of Christ 

Romans 8:28-29: “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among 
many brethren.” Some of those “all things” are evil things. We learn to love supernaturally, forgive, show 
mercy as Christ loved, forgave and showed mercy because we live in an evil world filled with sin.  

 

V.  The Riddance of Evil 

While God has chosen for His own reasons not to eradicate evil at this time, He is clear that evil was 
conquered through the death of Jesus on the cross and then His resurrection three days later. It is also 
clear that those who are reconciled to God through faith in His Son will one day be completely separated 
from all evil. Speaking of our final abode in that New Jerusalem, Revelation 21:1-4:  

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed 
away, and there is no longer any sea. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And I 



heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among 
men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will 
be among them, and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no 
longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first 
things have passed away.”  

Revelation 21:27 (ESV): “But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or 
false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.” 

In spite of the fact that we cannot answer all of the questions we or others have about evil in the world, 
we know that there is a day coming when evil and its resulting suffering will vanish for believers. 

 

Conclusion 

In 1 Peter 3:15 we are told to always be ready to give a defense for the hope that dwells in us. We are not 
told to give an airtight explanation for all of God does, does not do, and allows. The reason is that we are 
not capable of understanding all of his ways. I love the quote by Evelyn Underhill, “The God who is small 
enough to be completely understood is not large enough to be worshipped.” [Evelyn Underhill, source 
unknown] 

I can’t fully explain the existence of evil, but I can give a defense for my hope in the midst of an evil 
world. God in His mercy, grace, and love sent His only begotten Son into an evil world to pay for the sin 
and evil of those who would repent of their sins and savingly believe on Him. All who come to Christ in 
faith will be forgiven and have Christ’s very righteousness put to their account and will one day go to be 
with Him in a place where no evil can ever come and pollute. That is my hope that dwells in me.  

 
 


