
Do your part in the body, Get involved
Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to 

every man that is among you, not to think of himself more 

highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, 

according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of 

faith. 4 For as we have many members in one body, and all 

members have not the same office: 5 So we, being many, 

are one body in Christ, and every one members one of 

another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace 

that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy 

according to the proportion of faith; 7 Or ministry, let us wait 

on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 8 Or he 

that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it 

with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth 

mercy, with cheerfulness. 

1. Do not think more highly of yourself than you should 

Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, 

to every man that is among you, not to think of himself 

more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, 
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according as God hath dealt to every man the measure 

of faith.

a. If we think too highly we deceive ourselves Galatians 6:3 

For if a man think himself to be something, when he is 

nothing, he deceiveth himself. 

b. Always remember who you were and that will help keep 

your pride in check I Timothy 1:12 And I thank Christ 

Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he 

counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; 13 

Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, 

and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I 

did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14 And the grace of our 

Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and 

love which is in Christ Jesus. 15 This is a faithful saying, 

and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. 

c. Every thing you have, every gift was given to you. You 

didn’t earn it, get it, gain it, God gave it to you I 

Corinthians 4:6 And these things, brethren, I have in a 

figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for your sakes; 
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that ye might learn in us not to think of men above 

that which is written, that no one of you be puffed up 

for one against another. 7 For who maketh thee to 

differ from another? and what hast thou that thou 

didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, 

why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not 

received it? 

d. Pitfalls of thinking too highly of ourselves

i. I am too good to do janitorial work-not a very servant 

like attitude

ii. I am too good to give out tracts

iii. I get upset when my contributions to the church aren’t 

noticed

iv. I want my name in the bulletin or my birthday to be 

announced

v. I need to be recognized

vi. I get angry when others are seen on the same level as 

me

vii.I will not let Christ, the Church, or serving embarrass 

me
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1. David danced naked (not really) before the Lord II 

Samuel 6:20 Then David returned to bless his 

household. And Michal the daughter of Saul came out 

to meet David, and said, How glorious was the king of 

Israel to day, who uncovered himself to day in the 

eyes of the handmaids of his servants, as one of the 

vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth himself! 

2. Actually refers to letting himself go in public, not 

hiding his emotions and feelings 

3. Secret agent 007 Christians

e. Common sinful pride attitudes

i. Thinking you have the best and most useful gift and 

being boastful about it

ii. Not needing other brothers and sisters in Christ

iii. Looking down on others whose gift is not as “important” 

as their own

iv. Acting humble about our gift to get indirect praise, fake 

humility, needing to be begged to do something

v. Claiming gifts that we do not have

vi. Not using our gift out of jealousy, resentment, or shame

vii.Not using our gift for whatever reason
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2. Think soberly about yourself Romans 12:3 For I say, 

through the grace given unto me, to every man that is 

among you, not to think of himself more highly than he 

ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God 

hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

a. Right attitudes about ourselves and our spiritual gifts

i. God gave us the gift He wanted us to have I Corinthians 

12:7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to 

every man to profit withal. 11 But all these worketh 

that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every 

man severally as he will. 

ii. Using my gift is showing off or bragging it is simply 

serving and obeying God where He put me and how He 

made me

iii. We are to be a living sacrifice

iv. We recognize that God gave us our gift and use it to the 

best of our ability to serve Him and His people and 

bring Him honor and glory 

I Peter 4:10 As every man hath received the gift, even 

so minister the same one to another, as good stewards 

of the manifold grace of God. 

b. Thinking soberly means to honestly evaluate yourself
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i. Don’t try to put yourself up or down

ii. Just do what He made you able to do

iii. Get in the game, be used, serve, don’t be in 

competition with other believers

iv. Don’t complain because you are not asked, offer 

yourself

v. Do not get upset if you are not used, you are a servant

vi. Don’t seek the limelight just seek to be used of God

vii.You are gifted and you should be using your gift

c. You should trust that God knew what He was doing when 

He made you. Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace 

given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to 

think of himself more highly than he ought to think; 

but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to 

every man the measure of faith.

i. You are made just right

ii. He gave you what you needed to be used and to bring 

glory to His name

iii. He didn’t short change you, or mistreat you

iv. He has a plan for your life and you should seek it and 

use it

v. Stop the whining and complaining and get to work
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d. Thinking soberly can be painful

i. We all have a pride problem but don’t want to admit it

ii. We say that we are shy and timid but that is really a 

cover for pride-we don’t want to be embarrassed. We 

do not want to look bad so it is better to hide than to 

fail

iii. We all think more highly of ourselves than is true. We 

are all prideful. Humility isn’t thinking badly of yourself

iv. Humility is thinking highly of God and others

v. Humility is me trying to get God out in front getting the 

glory not me

vi. Thinking soberly I will find where I best fit in and work 

there even if it is apparently not the most appealing 

place

vii.Thinking soberly means that I will not complain about 

where He puts me to serve and how He uses me, I am 

a servant and I know that

3. We are all gifted to do something 4 For as we have many 

members in one body, and all members have not the 

same office: 5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, 

and every one members one of another.
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a. The first lesson is that we are members of a body, that is 

the church, the local church

b. Paul uses the body to make me understand that we are 

together and we do not all have the same function

c. If all the body were an eye it would not be able to hear

d. We should realize that He made us all to fulfill His 

function for us 

Ephesians 4:15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow 

up into him in all things, which is the head, even 

Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly 

joined together and compacted by that which 

every joint supplieth, according to the effectual 

working in the measure of every part, 
maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in 

love. 

e. We are many but we are one, like a football team

f. Our problem is that we want to all play the same position. 

Either I am the quarterback or I refuse to play

i. We are worried about looking good

ii. We want our name announced
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iii. We fail to realize that Jesus is the head, the captain of 

the team. He is the quarterback, the coach.

iv. Each of us have different gifts, abilities, positions to 

play. 

v. We will only frustrate ourselves if we try to be who we 

were not made to be but we must get in the game and 

play where we were made to play

4. Use your gift to the best of your ability 6 Having then 

gifts differing according to the grace that is 

given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy 

according to the proportion of faith; 7 Or ministry, let us 

wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 8 

Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let 

him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he 

that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 

a. We have different gifts

b. Whatever we have is a gift from God

c. We are to use what we have to the best of our ability 

Luke 19:20 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here 

is thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin: 21 
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For I feared thee, because thou art an austere 

man: thou takest up that thou layedst not down, and 

reapest that thou didst not sow. 22 And he saith unto 

him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou 

wicked servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere man, 

taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did not 

sow: 23 Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into 

the bank, that at my coming I might have required mine 

own with usury? 24 And he said unto them that stood by, 

Take from him the pound, and give it to him that hath ten 

pounds. 

i. Everyone got a pound, a gift, a talent, an ability

ii. This man thought that God wasn’t being fair with him, 

so in his anger or hurt, he hid his talent, burying it. 

iii. He blamed God for his lack of service of using what God 

gave him

d. The point is that we all have gifts, they are very different 

6 Having then gifts differing according to the 

grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let 

us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 7 Or 

ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that 
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teacheth, on teaching; 8 Or he that exhorteth, on 

exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; 

he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, 

with cheerfulness.

i. Some will prophesy-teach, preach, forth tell the truth

ii. Others will serve, minister

iii. Others will teach

iv. Others will exhort, like come along side and build up 

the other, be there to help in time of need

v. Others will be given a special ability to give

vi. Others will be great at administration

vii.Others will show mercy in great ways

e. The point of the passage isn’t the different gifts but the 

attitude you have in using them

i. Get to work where you are

ii. Serve in any and every way you can

iii. Be a giver, no excuse not to give

iv. You will find what makes your heart sing the more you 

get involved and use what you have

v. No one is to sit on the side lines, all are to be involved

vi. Don’t let your pride sideline you in what God has for 

you to do
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vii.Don’t let hurt feelings make a church hopper out of you

• Be honest with yourself, have you been thinking too much 

about yourself and not enough about what God wants and 

has in mind for you

• Do you get your feelings hurt too easily?

• Do you avoid serving because you think too much of 

yourself?

• Are you serving God with all that is in you as you seek to 

glorify Him?
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