
Surprising Turns in the Work of God’s Hand 
Luke 8:51-56; Coast Community Church; Pastor Earl Miles; September 4, 2016 

 
The Truth of Providence 
Providence may be defined as that continued exercise of the divine energy whereby the Creator 
preserves all His creatures, is operative in all that comes to pass in the world, and directs all 
things to their appointed end. (Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology). 
 
We may define God’s providence as follows: God is continually involved with all created things 
in such a way that he (1) keeps them existing and maintaining the properties with which he 
created them; (2) cooperates with created things in every action, directing their distinctive 
properties to cause them to act as they do; and (3) directs them to fulfill his purposes. (Wayne 
Grudem, Systematic Theology). 
 
God is to be trusted when his providences seem to run contrary to his promises. (Thomas 
Boston, A Body of Divinity). 
 
The providence of God is the work of His hand in and through all things. 
 
Text 
51 When He came to the house, He did not allow anyone to enter with Him, except Peter and John 
and James, and the girl’s father and mother. 52 Now they were all weeping and lamenting for her; 
but He said, “Stop weeping, for she has not died, but is asleep.” 53 And they began laughing at 
Him, knowing that she had died. 54 He, however, took her by the hand and called, saying, “Child, 
arise!” 55 And her spirit returned, and she got up immediately; and He gave orders for something 
to be given her to eat. 56 Her parents were amazed; but He instructed them to tell no one what had 
happened. – Luke 8:51-56 
 
1. God’s hand must be seen with God’s eye. 
 
51 When He came to the house, He did not allow anyone to enter with Him, except Peter and John 
and James, and the girl’s father and mother. 52 Now they were all weeping and lamenting for her; 
but He said, “Stop weeping, for she has not died, but is asleep.” 53 And they began laughing at 
Him, knowing that she had died. – Luke 8:51-53 
 
As the father walks his young son to the woodshed, he asks, ‘What do you think I’m doing?’ The 
son looks up and says, ‘You’re trying to kill me.’ The father bends down and looks him in the 
eye and replies, ‘No son, I’m trying to keep you from death.’  
 
Proverbs 23:13-14; Proverbs 13:24; Proverbs 19:18; Proverbs 22:15 
 



3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ 
Therefore I have declared that which I did not understand, 
Things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.” – Job 42:3 
 
We need God’s eye to see God’s heart behind God’s hand! 
 
How do we put on God’s glasses? Read the Word! 
 
2. God’s hand works naturally and supernaturally. 
 
54 He, however, took her by the hand and called, saying, “Child, arise!” 55 And her spirit returned, 
and she got up immediately; and He gave orders for something to be given her to eat. 56 – Luke 
8:54-55 
 
The same thing happened when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead: Lazarus came out of the 
tomb supernaturally, but the wrappings were taken off very naturally. 
 
God not only raises the dead but He milks the cows! 
 
Matthew 6:19-34 
 
God is the one feeding us and clothing us, not people or money or bank accounts, and He does so 
through them or apart from them as He sees fit. 
 
Why aren’t we more thankful? (1) We think we deserve what we get. (2) We don’t see God’s 
hand in it. 
 
Like the little boy who was challenged by his parents because he didn’t bow his head to pray at 
dinner, ‘Why should I thank God? You bought it with your own money and cooked it with your 
own stove!’ 
 
3. God’s hand may be concealed, but not thwarted. 
 
Her parents were amazed; but He instructed them to tell no one what had happened. – Luke 8:56 
 
Why? The emphasis is to be on preaching the truth not miracle-working. 
 
God may choose to conceal the good that He’s doing - the work of His hand, but His purpose 
will still be accomplished and we can trust Him for it. 
 
What is one thing that you can apply to your life today? 
 
Are you resting in Jesus? Looking to God for help and happiness? Pursuing love in every 
situation/relationship? 
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