
The Endurance of Job – Part 1 
James 5:7-11; Coast Community Church Pastor’s Class; Earl Miles; September 4, 2016 

       Job Commentary by Hywel R. Jones; Job Commentary by Steven Lawson 
 
Why study Job? 
The same reason we study any book of the Bible: to see God (and His truth in the way He has 
revealed it to us), godliness (what it looks like to trust God) and the gospel (all of Scripture is 
about Jesus). 
 
Intimacy with God requires intimacy with the Bible. 
 
‘magnificent and sublime as no other book of Scripture’ – Martin Luther 
 
‘The story of Job is one of the best known in the entire Bible yet, strangely enough, one of the 
least understood. No book in the Scripture is so shrouded in mystery as this ancient story. … 
Tangled and troubling, its pages are veiled with the deep, perplexing issues of life. … Job is a 
journey into the inscrutable ways of God.’ – Steven Lawson 
 
What makes Job so unique in Scripture? 

 Job contains the longest place in the Bible where God himself speaks (Job 38-41) 
 Job contains the longest place in the Bible where Satan speaks (Job 1-2) 
 Job provides a rare insight into heaven, an otherwise unseen world, revealing a 

conversation between God and Satan before the angels around the divine throne. 
 Job may have been the first inspired book of Scripture written, that is, if Job or a 

contemporary wrote the book. 
 Job uses more Hebrew words not found anywhere else in the Bible, providing a rich 

diversity of language. 
 Job involves a unique literary structure -  its own unique type of literature. 
 The book of Job specifically wrestles with these heart-wrenching questions: If God is all-

loving and merciful, why do the righteous suffer? Where is God in life’s trials? [Lawson] 
 
Was Job a real person? 

 Ezekiel 14:14, 20 
 James 5:11 

 
Where did Job live? 

 Land of Uz (1:1) – large territory east of the Jordan River which included Edom to the 
south – an area southeast of the Dead Sea. 
 

When did Job live? 
 During the patriarchal age – days of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob – around 2000 BC 

 



Who wrote Job? 
 Job? (like the book of Daniel) – not impossible for a book about someone to be written 

by that same person and since Job lived 140 years after the event, he had time to do it 
 Elihu? (4th friend) – best choice of the eyewitness counselors to Job 
 Moses? (Jewish tradition) – the land of Uz is adjacent to the land of Midian where Moses 

lived for 40 years 
 Solomon? – similarities with other wisdom literature by Solomon (Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 

Song of Solomon) 
 Ezra? (if the dating of the book is after the Babylonian Exile) [Lawson] 

 
When was Job written? 

 Patriarchal age (Job or Elihu) about 2000 BC 
 Preexodus years or during the wilderness wanderings (Moses) 1485-1405 BC 
 Days of the kings (Solomon) 950 BC 
 During the time of the Babylonian exile (Ezra) 538-445 BC [Lawson] 

 
What is Job’s literary style? 

 Mixture of various literary styles that make it unique 
 Much of the book takes the form of a lawsuit or legal disputation (legal terms used: 

dispute, argue, answer, judge, innocent, summoned, hearing, justice, condemn, guilty, 
blameless, arbitrate) [Lawson] 

 
Who are the key figures? 

 Job 
 God  
 Satan 
 Eliphaz 
 Bildad  
 Zophar  
 Elihu  

 
What is Job’s structure? 

 The Prologue (1-2) 
 The Dialogue (3-26)  
 The Monologues (27-37)  
 The Epilogue (38-42)  

 
What is Job about? 

 The need for endurance in trusting God even when things are inexplicably difficult. 
(James 5:7-11) 
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