
OT Reminders of an Ever Faithful God, Pt 1 
 

Good morning, everyone.  My preparation and study for this morning’s message made me reflect 

upon a recent trip I took where I came across several people who had been let down by their vehicle.  

In the parking lot where I ate lunch, on my way in a guy was pushing his car out of his parking space.  

When I got to the door, another guy’s moped battery had drained down while he was in the store.  

Along the highway there were several occurrences of people whose transportation had failed them.  A 

trucker, a van owner, etc.   

 

I’ve had a few experiences like that myself.  But it made me wonder how it makes people feel to get in 

a car needing to make a trip of some distance with not a lot of confidence in that vehicle.  Maybe it 

has let them down before.  Maybe they realize that it’s just not that reliable, yet they have to depend 

upon it.   

 

Now contrast that to your confidence in God and His faithfulness.  The bible reveals to us a God who 

has an amazing track record of being faithful to His people, even when their relationship with Him has 

really not been maintained or serviced, if you will.   

 

In our Old Testament Journey series this morning, we head back to the historical section of the Old 

Testament where we receive Old Testament Reminders of an Ever Faithful God.  First, let’s refer to 

the Old Testament table of contents, and review where we’ve been. 

So take a look at the list of OT books.  We’ve worked our way through the Law of Moses several years 

ago.  And we paused the journey after studying the conquest and settlement of the Promised Land, 

followed by the period of the judges.  We concluded at the end of the life of Samuel, which is about 

half way through 1 Samuel. 

 

What is next is the Kingdom Era, which begins with King Saul.  But rather than jump right into that 

today, we’re going to a big picture overview of the books of Joshua, Judges and Ruth.  One week on 

each book to prepare for our study of the Kingdom Era this fall, and the Exile Period on the other side 

of Christmas.   

 

Joshua –  

Entrance to and Conquest of the Promise Land.   

Subsequent to the Exodus from Egypt and  

Subsequent to the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness. 

 

Judges –  

Settlement of the Promised Land 

God is the ruler and there is no central recognized national leader king.   

Cycles of Idolatry, Judgment, Deliverance through Judges. 

 

Ruth –  

The story about the Messianic Line 

It took place during but near the end of the period of the Judges 

Ruth is A Bridge book between the Era of the judges and Kings of Israel 



In this overview of these three Old Testament books, I’m going to read a key passage from the book 

and summarize the story of the book.  I’ll comment on what the primary lesson the book reveals to us 

about God.   

 

We’ll then consider what the book has to say to the church today, as well as to individual believers.  

And we’ll conclude with how each particular book points us to Jesus Christ.  So, for today, turn in your 

bibles to Joshua 1. 

 

Are you ready for God to speak to you today?  God is about to speak, so let’s take a moment and 

ready our hearts through prayer. 

 

Joshua 1:1-9  After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, 

Moses' aide: 2 "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the 

Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them--to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every place 

where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, 

and from the great river, the Euphrates--all the Hittite country--to the Great Sea on the west. 5 No one 

will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I 

will never leave you nor forsake you. 6 "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to 

inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. 7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to 

obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may 

be successful wherever you go. 8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it 

day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and 

successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be 

discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go." 

 

So the baton of leadership is passing from Moses, the lawgiver, to Joshua the conqueror.  And the 

central next step in God’s drama of saving man from his sin is fulfilling the promise given to Abraham 

several hundred years earlier.  What promise was that?  To make of the descendants that came 

through Isaac, and ultimately Jacob, a great and numerous people to whom He would give the land of 

Canaan.   

 

Joshua is the story of that promise finally being fulfilled some 600 years later.  And it’s important to 

note that during those 600 years Abraham’s descendants did not have a stellar track record with God.  

Jacob was a deceiver.  His sons were sinful and unable to keep themselves pure of Canaanite women.  

They sold Joseph into slavery.  God ultimately took the whole family to Egypt where they settled 

among a people who would not intermingle with them and they grew to be very numerous as God 

had promised.   

 

God allowed them to be enslaved by a new Pharaoh dynasty that had no knowledge of their history 

and how through the ancestor Joseph had been made Egypt into an economic super power.  God 

sent Moses to deliver them and after great miracles the people failed to trust God to give them the 

land and so God judged them with 40 years of wandering in the wilderness.  All of that precedes the 

book of Joshua.  And here God is, inspite of the faithlessness of Abraham’s descendants, ready to give 

them the land He promised to them. 

 



Now for Question #1… 

 

Summary Question 1: What does the book of Joshua reveal to us about God? 

 

Answer 1:   God is both faithful and able to keep His promises 

 

We see that God is an ever faithful and ever dependable God.   

He is very patient with His people. 

He refuses to go back on His promise, even when His people have abandoned Him and refused 

to believe Him. 

The sinfulness of His covenant people never deterred Him from keeping His promises.    

 

His promises were delayed, but not deterred.   

 

Summary Question 2 What does the book of Joshua have to say to the church today? 

 

To answer that, we simply need to consider what promises are we waiting for God to fulfill? One of 

the big promises that we are waiting to see fulfilled is… 

 

Promise 1: That God, through the Church, will spread the message of Jesus Christ to every nation or 

people. 

 

Jesus was asked by His disciples what would be the sign of his coming and the end of the age when 

the His kingdom would be established.  (Matt 24:14)  Jesus said when the gospel has been preached 

to all nations, then the end shall come.” 

 

God told Joshua that “every place the sole of your foot treads, God has given it to you.”  He was 

speaking of the Promised Land, the land allotted to Israel.  Later, Jesus, when He gave the Great 

Commission to His disciples, said something that should make us think back to what God said to 

Joshua.  Jesus said in Matthew 28, “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth, go 

therefore and make disciple of all nations…”   

 

There is no land on this planet that God does not intend for His gospel to reach.  The book of 

Revelation pictures for us the fulfillment of this promise when men and women from every nation, 

tribe, and tongue gather before Jesus and worship Him. 

 

God has given the church in advance every place our foot shall tread.  He has commissioned the 

church just as He commissioned Joshua.  There would be resistance.  We would have to beat back fear 

with courage.  And there is that similar promise.   

 

God said to Joshua, I will never leave you or forsake you.  Jesus said to His disciples when He 

commissioned them, “Lo, I am with you always even to the end of the age.”  That is, until the promise 

is fulfilled I am with you. 

 

Another promise: 



Promise 2: That Jesus Christ will come again to gather the church to Himself and bring us into the 

land of which the original Promised Land is a type.  The eternal Promiseland, the new heaven and new 

earth, the recreation that will last forever and ever and ever.   

 

The time when there will be no more tears, no more evil, no more disease, no more abuse, no more 

sin.  We wait in hope and in faith for Christ, our Conqueror. to bring His people into that new and 

unrivaled kingdom.  The book of Joshua tells us not to lose faith in a God who is ever faithful to keep 

His promises. 

 

So the answer to Summary Question 2: What does the book of Joshua say to the church? 

 

Answer 2  God is faithful and able to keep the promises to which we look forward. 

 

Summary Question 3: What does the book of Joshua have to say to the believer? 

 

This book just makes abundantly clear that we are to see ourselves as God’s instruments through 

which He brings forward all His promises.  Though we may at times have resisted Him.  Though we 

may disobey Him still.  He is gracious and patient with us not to cast us aside.   

 

There are all kinds of promises that God makes to the individual believer.  Turn in your bibles to 

Hebrews 13.  The writer of Hebrews is writing to believers who are enduring much tribulation and 

encourages them to persevere in their faith.  And in the conclusion of the book he gives them a litany 

of exhortations.  Notice Hebrews 13:5 which is a quote of Joshua 1. 

 

Hebrews 13:5-6 He himself has said, “I will never leave you, nor will I ever forsake you,” so that we may 

confidently say, “The Lord is My helper, I will not be afraid.  What will man do to me?” (quote of Joshua 

1:5) 

 

So he quotes God’s message to Joshua and says “This says to you believers today that the promise 

God made to Joshua he makes to the individual believer who has great fear, whose life may be in the 

balance and says to them: “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 

  

Answer 3: Be strong and courageous because God is with you. 

 

Give God and His word your full trust and confidence.   As God said to Joshua, He says to us today:  

Be strong and courageous.  Don’t turn away from My word to the right or to the left, but mediate on 

it day and night.  Give it your full allegiance and reverence and obedience and He can accomplish all 

He intends in and through your life. 

 

Conclusion:   

 

I want to close with one last question: 

 

 

  



Summary Question 4: How does the book of Joshua point us to Christ? 

 

Joshua is the Hebrew equivalent of the name Jesus.  They both mean “savior.”  Joshua is an Old 

Testament type of Christ.  Joshua led God’s people to conquer the land.   

 

When Jesus returns in the 2nd coming, He comes a conquering deliverer on a white horse.  He will 

rescue His people and establish His kingdom for the millennial reign of Christ over the earth.  What 

Joshua did in part, Jesus will do fully. 

 

Where Joshua and the Israelites fell short, Christ will not.   

 

Just as David was a shepherd king and a type of Christ, 

Just as the sacrifices were typology for the Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, 

Just as Moses’ deliverance of God’s people from slavery in Egypt was typology of Christ’s deliverance 

from slavery to sin, 

 

So Joshua and his lesser and inadequate conquering of the Promised Land is typology of Jesus’ full 

and complete conquest of the earth.  His rule in that day will be from pole to pole.  All who resist God 

in that day will meet their end and Christ will reign victorious without rival for 1000 years before the 

final day of judgment. 

 

And if God can fulfill all of these promises to His children that leaves you and me today with nothing 

but reason to hope and believe and endure.  We need not worry over Syria.  We need not fret over 

Iran.  We need not be afraid of persecution or even of economic collapse.   

 

Because whatever may be ahead, it is temporary.  In Christ we have eternal life.  In Christ we have 

God.  In Christ we are overwhelmingly conquerors and co-regents and will reign with Him forever and 

ever.   

 

“I will never leave you or forsake you,” Jesus said. 

 

Now in whom is your faith?  The ever-faithful, promise-keeping God?  Or is it in yourself?  Is it in 

Obama?  Is it in Obama’s replacement? Is it in our economy? Is it in your savings?  Is it in your job? 

 

In whom is your confidence? Upon whom do you depend? 

 

May it be that we rejoice with the psalmist, “God is my fortress and my deliver, in Him will I trust.” 

 


