
   EXPOSITION OF MATTHEW                                          p. 62 
 

Message #27                  Matthew 8:5-13 

 

Matthew does not follow the chronological order of these miracles, and one must ask “Why”? 

 

A. C. Gabelien makes an interesting dispensational observation about the miracles of Matthew  

8:1-16.  He says the Holy Spirit gives tremendous dispensational teaching in these verses  

(p. 170).  He says the first miracle–the healing of the leper–represents the time when God was 

among His people, Israel, at His first coming.  The second miracle–the healing of the centurion’s 

servant–represents the age which reaches out to Gentiles, in which He is absent, not working by 

touch but by word.  The third miracle–the raising of Peter’s mother-in-law–represents a restored 

relationship with Israel, which will occur after the Church Age is over, when Christ returns.  The 

fourth miracle–the healing of all–represents the millennial blessings that all will enjoy during the 

Millennium when Christ reigns. 

 

When we come to this miracle, we come to a real slap in the face for Israel.  Jesus Christ was 

presenting Himself as King of the Jews.  This was Immanuel–God with us.  The first two people 

who realized this were a leper and a Gentile.  In fact, the first person in Christ’s hometown of 

Capernaum, who really figured out this reality and really believed on Christ at a profound level 

of faith, was not a Jew but a Gentile. 

 

THE FIRST PERSON IN CHRIST’S HOMETOWN TO PUT TREMENDOUS FAITH IN 

THE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST WAS A HEATHEN  GENTILE , NOT A RELIGI-

OUS  JEW . 

 

Jesus Christ came unto His own, Israel, but His own received Him not.  One would think Israel 

would have rejoiced in Him, but instead they rejected Him.  But along the way there were those 

who did believe on Him and they did grasp who He truly was. 

 

REQUEST #1 – The  first  request of the centurion was for Jesus to heal his servant.  8:5-6 

 

Capernaum was an important garrison city in Jesus’ day.  There were several cities throughout 

the Roman Empire in which Rome placed some military guard to maintain discipline and execute 

orders and Capernaum was one of them.  The word “centurion” is a word that literally means, in 

Greek, ruler of one hundred (Smith, p. 136).  A centurion was a Gentile, Roman military man 

who was in charge of at least 100 men and may have been in charge of several groups of 100 

men.   

 

The word for “servant” is a word that indicates the servant was young, not old.  It is quite evident 

that the centurion was a compassionate man who cared about those who worked for him. 

 

Response #1 - The  first  response of Jesus.  8:7 

 

In Greek the pronoun “I” is emphatic.  Jesus is emphasizing that He–the One who is deity–would 

go to the centurion’s house and heal his servant. 
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REQUEST #2 – The  second  request of the centurion for Jesus not to go to his home.  8:8-9 

 

Notice carefully how the centurion identifies Jesus–“Lord.”  This is the same way the leper 

identified Jesus (8:2).  So the first people who actually figured out Jesus is God was a leper and  

a Gentile heathen. 

 

Now the centurion did not want Jesus to go to his house because he did not believe he was 

worthy to have Christ go to his house.  People who are really blossoming in their relationship 

with Jesus Christ see themselves as unworthy of a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

The centurion is basically saying Jesus, you are God and you spoke the world into existence, and 

all you have to do is say a word and my servant will be healed; because to defy your Word is to 

defy the Word of God, which can’t be done.  This was an amazing demonstration of faith in the 

power of the Word of Jesus Christ. 

 

Response #2 - The  second  response of Jesus.  8:10-13 

 

(Reaction #1) - The  emotional  reaction.  8:10 

 

Jesus “marveled.”  The word “marvel” is one that means Jesus saw this as a wonderful, 

marvelous, wonder of wonders response (Smith, p. 203). 

 

(Reaction #2) - The  verbal  reaction.  8:10-13 

 

Verbal Response #1 - Jesus identifies this as the greatest  faith  He had seen.  8:10b 

 

Verbal Response #2 - Jesus says  many  Gentiles will share in the Jewish kingdom.  8:11 

 

Now I want you to carefully notice what could get one entrance into the kingdom–faith in Him.  

The kind of faith the centurion had.  Not a system of works.  Carefully notice that the kingdom  

is centered on Israel–Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 

Verbal Response #3 - Jesus says many  Jews  will be cast into eternal punishment.  8:12 

 

Again, the issue is believing in Jesus Christ.  This Roman Gentile simply believed who Jesus 

was.  He was the God/man who could give life.  Most Jews would not believe this about Jesus 

and most would burn in eternal condemnation. 

 

Verbal Response #4 - Jesus told the centurion that his servant was  healed .  8:13 

 

Religious people tend to place a great emphasis on their works, but righteous people place their 

faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ.  He was the only One who could give Israel the 

righteousness she needed to enter the kingdom. 

 


