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Tonight I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the book of Jeremiah 2. I want to 
be real careful before I make this next statement because I never ever want to elevate any 
portion of Scripture above any other portion because the Bible makes it clear that all 
Scripture is inspired by God, but we would have to admit there are certain sections or 
chapters of the Bible that just seem to be more impactful to us. In fact, often times we 
might call them the great chapters of the Bible, whether it be in the book of Exodus 20, 
what we know as the 10 Commandments; whether it be Psalm 23; whether it be Isaiah 53
about the suffering servant; whether it be Romans 8 about our security in Christ; John 3 
with Jesus and Nicodemus; Revelation 11 and all those end time events, I am convinced 
if we were to make a list of the key most significant, most impactful chapters in all of the 
Bible, Jeremiah 2 would find its way on the list. Why? Because it's in this chapter of 
Scripture as we will see over the course of time, that the Lord makes a very clear and 
unfortunate declaration to his people, the Israelites, that they have done something that no
other entity had ever done in the history of the world, that they had forsaken the true 
living God.

Now, that passage actually begins in verses 9 and following and tonight we're going to be
in verses 1 through 8 because I want to address a very important question that happened 
not only in the Israelites' life in the seventh century BC, but I think as we are going to see
tonight is very relevant in our life as well. It's a very simple almost rhetorical question: 
what in the world has happened? Have you ever asked yourself when you're watching the
news in the morning that question? Do you ever read the newspaper, do you ever see the 
newsfeeds come through and you just simply ask yourself: what has happened? Now, you
could use a bridge of time that could span centuries and millennia but as you're going to 
see in just a few moments, I want to take a much smaller piece of the historical pie and 
tonight I want to read verses 1 through 8 of Jeremiah 2 and then I want to ask that 
question for our lives in the light of the lessons learned over 2,000 years ago: what in the 
world has happened? It says.

1 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 2 Go and cry in 
the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; I remember thee, the 
kindness of your youth, the love of thine espousals, when you went after 
me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown. 3 Israel was holiness 
unto the LORD, and the firstfruits of his increase: all that devour him shall
offend; evil shall come upon them, saith the LORD. 4 Hear ye the word of
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the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel: 5 
Thus saith the LORD, What iniquity have your fathers found in me, that 
they are gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and are become 
vain? 6 Neither said they, Where is the LORD that brought us up out of 
the land of Egypt, that led us through the wilderness, through a land of 
deserts and of pits, through a land of drought, and of the shadow of death, 
through a land that no man passed through, and where no man dwelt? 7 
And I brought you into a plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof and the 
goodness thereof; but when you entered, you defiled my land, and made 
my heritage an abomination. 8 The priests said not, Where is the LORD? 
and they that handle the law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed 
against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things 
that do not profit. 

It is these eight verses that set up this next section that is so well and famously known 
about the people have committed two transgressions against the Lord, but as we address 
this question, what in the world has happened, I think in these first few verses we 
discover that the Israelites, much like our world today, have been callous or become 
callous to the things of God. We are all familiar with a callus whether it be on our fingers,
toes, wherever it may be, elbows and such, that there is such a buildup of fleshly material 
that you're no longer sensitive to that which it touches. They became callous. In fact, it 
says there in verse 2, "I remember. I remember the kindness of the youth, the love of your
espousal when you went after me in the wilderness." How have we become callous. 

You know, there was a day where we sought the things of God. We would go after the 
things of God rather than challenge him to come to us. What in the world has happened? 
We could use multitude of time frames but allow me on this day to use one very obvious 
one. Fifteen years ago, this day, our lives changed. Many people have called it the Pearl 
Harbor of this generation. We found ourselves as a nation in a position we never dreamed
we'd be. We were attacked. We were under siege and the world as we knew it ceased. I 
read an interview this week where the then president, George W. Bush, made this 
statement the most eerie feeling he ever had as President was knowing that his plane was 
the only one in the sky. Things were different. 

But when we look at that 9/11 event, you know, for myself personally, there is a unique 
perspective. On the front side of 9/11, I found myself six months earlier on what we 
know as St. Patrick's Day weekend in New York City. It was supposed to be the final BC 
trip, do y'all know what a BC trip is? Before children. It was a BC trip. One of my dear 
friends, his name is Derek and his wife is Jennifer, they were pregnant with their first 
child. We were not yet pregnant with our first child but they were both schoolteachers, 
both our wives were. His family was originally from the New Jersey area and so it was a 
long weekend, as you well know and St. Patrick's Day and they had some days off of 
school and so we decided to take a grand trip to New York City for about a three or four 
day, you know, cram everything you can in in one day. Why? Because he knew the area. 
He was familiar with it. But what we hadn't planned was being in the middle of 
Manhattan, New York on St. Patrick's Day weekend. We came into the hotel and spoke 
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to the concierge and we asked, "What are we going to do tomorrow?" It was Saturday, it 
was St. Patrick's Day. The parade was going to go right in front of the hotel. We knew we
didn't want to be a part of any of that, to which his advice was, "Go to the furthest tip of 
the island and find anything to do."

So we got up early on Saturday before the parades began, we went to the very southern 
tip of Manhattan and do you know what we discovered on that Saturday? There was 
nothing open. Nothing. We even walked up and down Wall Street and all these famous 
streets. There is nobody out there. It was desolate. 

So we found ourselves at the Statue of Liberty, a great place to visit under any 
circumstances. To this day, Tracy and I still treasure a picture that we have standing there
beside the Statue of Liberty with what we know as the Twin Towers in the background. It
was before children, it was also before the beard as well, so it might be an interesting 
picture for you to view. But after we visited the Statue of Liberty, we went to the Twin 
Towers. We went to that famed north tower and we went up close to the top. As I 
mentioned, my dear friend's wife was pregnant. She wasn't quite feeling well and so she  
and Tracy, they stopped about 90% of the way, there was a restaurant there and they 
stopped at the restaurant to get a cup of coffee or whatever it may be. But my friend 
Derek and I decided to be adventurous young men. Many of you may have experienced 
this part of 9/11. We actually went to the top. Now, I don't mean the top floor, I mean the 
top. There is an observation deck up there where you're basically seated in lawn chairs 
and there is razor wire around you. It's an eerie feeling, I'm just going to be honest with 
you. My dear friend Derek worked for a hydraulics company. Their job was to 
manufacture and repair items that make sure that fluids and other items get to high places 
in buildings  such as this, and as we were sitting on top of that building, we began to 
discuss all the hydraulic mechanisms that had to be in place for a building like this to 
function the way was, and then he said something that six months later would come into 
play. As we stood on that upper portion with razor wire in front of us, looking down to 
Central Park, he said, "Jeff, can you imagine what it would look like if this thing ever fell
down?" 

Six months later the first plane had hit the tower. I did not know it. I was oblivious. Many
of us were, were we not? We're just going about our lives. We didn't wake up that day 
saying, "Sure, we're going to get attacked today." We were just going about life, 
hurrying, bustling through, to which he called me. He called me and the first words out of
his mouth were, "I didn't mean it. I promise. I didn't mean it." I said, "Derek, what are 
you talking about?" He goes, "Turn on the television." And there it was. The smoldering 
flames and soon thereafter the building collapsed. It's an ominous feeling six months 
earlier having been on top of a building that you never dreamed would come down that it 
actually was before your very eyes.

But that night was one of the most unique nights in all my life. In fact, I'm probably one 
of the very few people you will ever meet who can say what I'm about to say. There are 
very few of us. I actually preached the night of 9/11. It wasn't a Sunday and it wasn't a 
Wednesday. You say, "Why were you preaching?" I happened to be in evangelism in 
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those days and we were in the middle of a one-week revival, one of the very few folks 
who actually preached the night of 9/11. 

I will never forget that day. I called two specific friends of mine, I called a friend that was
about the same age, he was a peer of myself. I called him by name and I said, "Friend, 
what do you think about the events?" To which he very theologically said, "I bet they 
believe in Jesus now." Have you ever thought about that for a moment? Those individuals
who so were antithetical  to the message of Jesus Christ, the moment the life left their 
bodies, they met the one they were so opposed to. Then I called a mentor friend of mine, 
a name who you will hear through the years, Roy Fish. I wish I could have him come and
preach in my stead one day but he's gone to be with the Lord. I called up Roy Fish and I 
said, "Dr. Fish, I've got to preach tonight and I don't have a clue what to do." He said, 
"Well, son, I preached the night Kennedy was killed in 63 and let me tell you what I did."

That night I saw something that many of us saw, I saw Acts 20 come to fruition. You say,
"What's Acts 20?" It's the story of Eutychus. You say, "I don't know if I know the story of
Eutychus." Well, in the story of Eutychus in Acts 20, the Apostle Paul is preaching. The 
crowd is so thick that Eutychus is sitting on a window seat. It's a great scene because 
Eutychus actually falls out of the window, falls out of the church to the ground, dies, Paul
breathes life into him and he keeps preaching all night. Boy, you cannot stop a preacher 
who is serious about what he's doing. But nonetheless, that night, the church was packed. 
The next night the church was packed. In fact, for the next 90 days every church that I 
went to preach revival at, the attendance was twice what it had been.

You see, the same thing happens here in verse 2, he said, "You used to come after me in 
the wilderness." Fifteen years ago, we as a country experienced a wilderness. We felt 
threatened. We felt abandoned and much like the Israelites who would have manna from 
heaven, we didn't know where our hope was going to come from so where do we turn to? 
We turned to the Lord, didn't we? I'd be willing to say even this very location in this 
town, I bet the church attendance went up a little bit, didn't it? But it didn't take long 
before it faded. You see, we've become callous to the things of God because 15 years ago
we cried out to God in the midst of despair but what do we do now? We challenge God to
even be a part of the things of our life. You see, we've become callous to the things of 
God. We used to crave God when we were desperate but 15 years later everybody talks 
about how things have changed. We've got departments of security we didn't used to 
have, getting on an airplane is almost an absolute miserable experience now and it wasn't 
16 years ago, but nobody seems to talk about that for a brief moment, we actually wanted
God to be a part of our lives but we've come callous.

The second aspect about our callousness is in verse 3, it says, "Israel was holiness unto 
the Lord." It's sad that past tense is being used in that verse. I daresay and I haven't done 
a detailed scientific analysis of it, I'm sure there are many people that have, but I would 
say our spiritual fervency isn't what it was 15 years ago. In fact, I'm going to use this 
statement: where 15 years ago we were interested in holiness, it seems like now 
everybody is interested in happiness. Everybody just wants to be happy, and the 
unfortunate thing is happiness is a very subjective thing. You know, today we can sell 
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millions of books under the disguise of happiness but nobody holds conferences on 
holiness anymore. I can guarantee you how to have a "Bible conference" where nobody 
shows up, are you ready? Advertise that we're going to speak three days on holiness. If 
you were to advertise speaking on unhappiness, we'd have a Eutychus moment, we'd have
people hanging out the windows. He said, "Israel used to be holiness, they are no longer."

Then it says here, "They used to bring the firstfruits of their increase." You see, we've 
become callous because we used to want holiness, now all we care about is happiness. 
We used to bring the firstfruits and now if we are fortunate, we bring the leftovers. This 
is an illustration going all the way back to Cain and Abel where Hebrews 11 says that 
Abel brought a better offering, and the firstfruits was trusting God with the first things 
rather than the last things. 

You know, allow me to use just this small time frame of what's happened in the world. 
Immediately after what we know as 9/11, not only did church attendance increase but so 
did giving to God. Our giving increased. In fact, one of the incredible studies of "church 
giving" is that any time there's a major crisis, whether it be during a war, 9/11, etc., that 
giving always goes up. Isn't it interesting that when things are tough, when times are 
tough, we want to trust the Lord, but when things and times are good, all of a sudden we 
want for ourselves. Sadly today, and many of you are probably familiar with this, when it
comes to giving to the things of the Lord, we as a culture actually give a less percentage 
today than we did during the Great Depression. Over the last 15 years, we've become 
callous. We no longer as a whole crave the things of God. Holiness is a foreign concept. 
Everybody just wants to be happy, and if we give to the things of God as a whole, it's 
going to be the leftovers, typically not the firstfruits.

Then we pick it up in verse 4 and we find out that the Israelites have become convinced 
of something that I think unfortunately our culture has been convinced of as well. It says, 
"Hear ye the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of 
Israel. Thus saith the LORD, What iniquity have your fathers found in me, that they are 
gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and are become vain?" Let me tell you 
what we've become convinced of in our culture today: we've actually become convinced 
that God is the problem. That's what we've become convinced of. Any time a student 
dares say the word "God" in a school classroom, we panic that the ACLU is going to be 
knocking on the back door. Any time somebody happens to have a Bible in public 
possession, everybody is in full-blown panic mode. And what has happened is we've 
become convinced that God is actually the problem and if somehow we can eradicate 
God from the equation, we'd all be better off. By the way, there are individuals such 
Howard Zinn and Saul Alinsky and others who unfortunately have been the professors 
and the mentors of many people who not only currently are but seeking to be elected who
say that Karl Marx was right, religious expression is the opium of the people, and if we 
could just eradicate biblical Christianity, if we could just take God out of the equation, 
we'd all be better off.

Do you know one of the great arguments that the ACLU uses is that in what we know as 
the Pledge of Allegiance, they make the statement the phrase "under God" was not even 
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put in until 1954. It hasn't always been there so we should just take it out. There's a 
reason it was put in in 1954. We had just gotten out of World War II and we found 
ourselves back in another war, we needed God and we said we are one nation under God. 
We were seeking God in the wilderness and now we're doing everything we can to 
eradicate him from every known conceivable place. I've got news for you: soon as we 
push God out of what little places he's available, it won't be better, in fact it will be 
worse. We think that God is the problem.

Verse 6, it says, "Neither said they, Where is the LORD that brought us up out of the land
of Egypt, that led us through the wilderness, through a land of deserts and of pits, through
a land of drought, and of the shadow of death, through a land that no man passed through,
and where no man dwelt?" We've actually become convinced that the world has the 
answers and that we actually know what we're doing. 

I love a statement that Dave Ramsey, the financial guy that many of you may be familiar 
with, not only financial but also his daily radio program, he makes this statement in 
regards to the ever-increasing debt crisis that we have in America, he says comparing it to
what we know as the credit card entities, he said if he spent $500 billion a year, he could 
convince you that North is really East because if you hear information that is erroneous, 
if you hear it enough, you actually become convinced it is true. We've become convinced 
much like a verse 6 says, God didn't take us out of Egypt; God's not the one for any of the
blessings in our life. And we have somehow communicated to this generation that's being
raised in our homes that we were established, we were formed and we were blessed by no
reference to God whatsoever. I dare pray that whoever believes that doesn't go to the 
rotunda on Congress because there are paintings of prayer meetings and prayer meetings 
and Bible studies. The last time I checked, the term, the phrase "the Lord God," etc., has 
been used throughout time. How about the last 15 years? Interesting, 15 years ago on this 
date, the ACLU wasn't suing anybody for speaking the name of God on TV. Nobody was
trying to eradicate the name of God because we were in the wilderness and we were 
desperate but we've begun to believe the world has answers and that we can deliver 
ourselves. 

You know, I think one of the greatest tragedies of our culture today is we've actually 
believed that we are bulletproof. We believe we are. We believe there is nothing that can 
penetrate, there is nothing that can take us out. Do you know what we've become? We've 
become the Roman Empire just speaking English. You think about the Roman Empire 
and there a lots of studies involved in this but you start thinking of some of the aspects of 
the Roman Empire. One of them was just a craze for pleasure and fun. Have you seen 
television in the last 48 hours? It's all pleasure and fun. Why? It's football season. Don't 
get me wrong, I'm a huge football fan. We were watching a game before we came here, 
don't tell me the score because I don't know it yet. I like football but can I just share with 
you a problem that our culture has? We will pay illiterate athletes millions and teachers a 
little bit above minimum wage. I think we've got a priority problem in our world. We 
now tell or say that you can be a professional athlete and it is a guarded, protected right to
sit out the national anthem but Tim Tebow can't pray in an end zone. We've become the 
Roman Empire, folks. Do you know what brought the Roman Empire down? The Roman 

Page 6 of 11



Empire. Oh sure, in 476 the barbarians came in and finished them off but they had been 
long gone for years. Have y'all not just noticed the hypocrisy in this culture? That we 
have the protected right to protest, proclaim anything but the name of God. 

We are convinced we can deliver ourselves. The Israelites, you know, prophet after 
prophet, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Amos, Joel, all these guys came to 
them and said, "Guys, if you keep doing it the way you're doing it, it's not going to work 
out." They said, "Oh, we've got this. It's no big deal." Then you find out that the northern 
kingdom, they fall in 722 BC and so the Lord comes to the southern kingdom and says, 
"Hey, pay attention to the North. They fell and so are you." Do you know what they said?
"Ah, it's not going to happen to us. There is no way." 

What has happened in our world today? We've eradicated the things of God from every 
avenue of life and the pundits and the talking heads somehow are trying to convince us 
we've made the wise decision and we're going to be better off which leads to the final 
aspect of this passage. We've become compromised. Now, let me give you the definition 
of compromise. Compromise is when you take an eternal truth and you trade it for a 
temporary blessing; when you take that which the Lord has said and you put it on the 
shelf for what somebody's opinion or a man has said; when you take that which God says 
this should be a priority and you replace it with what man says should be a priority. 
That's what a compromise is, an eternal truth for temporary blessing.

Verse 8 says, "The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle the law 
knew me not: the pastors also transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by 
Baal, and walked after things that do not profit." Three things that have become defiled 
by compromise in our world today. The first one is this: the land. In the last 15 years, 
which I'll say is probably the last time as a culture we became serious about the things of 
God and then obviously we knee-jerked, the last 15 years, the amount of money that has 
been given toward and the verbiage that has been spoken of "protecting the environment"
has been fueled exponentially. You know, I find it interesting that we will protect an 
endangered species that there's only three or four left in some forest somewhere but we 
will systematically eradicate life in the womb of a woman by the millions. Yet we 
proclaim that we are protecting life. The land has become defiled.

I want you to turn one page over to the right to chapter 3. I want to share with you 
something in respect of this because we hear today and, by the way, please hear me, I'm 
not a climatologist, I'm not an environmentalist, I'm not a meteorologist, but I've read the 
Bible. In chapter 3, verse 2, it says, "Lift up thine eyes unto the high places, and see 
where you have not been lien with. In the ways you have sat for them, as the Arabian in 
the wilderness; and you have polluted the land with your whoredoms and with your 
wickedness. Therefore," listen to verse 3, "the showers have been withholden." Folks, we 
don't have a global warming problem, we've got a sin problem. 

Now, I understand there are people a lot smarter than me that will say, "Hey, just look at 
the scales." I'm not doubting the scales. What I'm questioning is: why has it changed? I'm 
not questioning that it has, I'm questioning what's the source. For some reason they're 
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blaming it on our diesel trucks and I'm from Texas, man, that's a Cadillac where I'm 
from. Diesel trucks are the reason we're running out of a water supply? Too many people 
on the electrical grid? Or could it be that according to Jeremiah 3:3, because we have 
committed whoredoms in the land it's not raining anymore? Because we've sinned against
God we no longer have the weather patterns we used to have? You know, Jesus made it 
very clear, he said, "If you don't sing my praises, the rocks will cry out," could it be the 
rocks are crying out? You see, the problem is the land has become defiled. In fact it says 
here that had been made defiled, it was very clear in chapter 2, verse 7, the land had 
become defiled. 

You cannot thumb your nose at the Creator of the universe and expect to be blessed by 
the land he gave you. You cannot and yet today we make excuses. It's just those certain 
types of vehicles or it's those factories, it's this, it's that. We've got too many people doing
this and not enough people doing that. You know, it's interesting where my family comes 
from, several years ago they had a drought. It's part of living in Texas. It's just part of it. 
You know, I grew up playing golf in Texas and I used to lose my golf ball in the fairways
in Texas because they would fall in a crack in the middle of the fairway. That's just kind 
of how the ground is out there. There are two seasons where I come from, there is light 
brown and dark brown. That's it. There was a drought in which they said that the lakes 
had gotten so dry that it would take 30 years for them to fill back up again. Nine months 
later they said we've got too much water, how do we drain it off? Can I just be real honest
with you, folks? I don't think we've got a clue what's happening out there because 
according to this passage it says the land has been defiled. 

But, you know according to verse 8 of chapter 2, to them it was a synagogue, to us it's a 
church. The church has been defiled. "The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they
that handle the law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed against me, and the 
prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit." You know, 
several weeks ago I mentioned that the Achilles' heel of Christianity is hypocrisy. The 
problem is it's being fueled by the "pulpits" of this great land. Why? Because we have 
become exactly what verse 8 says: there are priests, there are those that supposedly are 
the mouthpiece of God that don't even know the Lord. They don't even have a 
relationship with him, they just happen to be in a certain building wearing a certain 
clerical item with a certain book in their hands and people believe they speak on behalf of
the Lord. 

It says here that those that are pastors have transgressed, the prophets are prophesying by 
Baal. I don't have time to get into all this tonight because I'm going to go from preaching 
to meddling because it really drives me nuts to see what some so-called preachers do in 
the name of Jesus; what they promote, what they don't promote. I'm going to tell you 
what, a few years ago one of the largest churches in America, one of the largest, it just 
happens to be about 1,000 miles west of here in an oil town just north of the Gulf, about 
100 miles off the coast of Texas, but one of the largest churches in Texas happened to 
have the Houston Rockets arena, Easter Sunday. I don't make it a habit to watch this 
church's services but one night Tracy and I were flipping through and we caught the 
Easter service of this church. Now, national television. One of the largest "church 
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venues" in our country and it was Easter Sunday. Now, this is the Super Bowl. Folks, this
is the Daytona 500. This is the NBA playoffs. But can I be honest as a pastor? It's pretty 
simple: up from the grave he arose. I mean, that's Easter, right? Thirty minutes of a 
"message" there was no mention of sin, there was no mention of Jesus, and there was no 
mention of resurrection. On Easter Sunday. If you don't tell them about Jesus on Easter, 
you're not going to tell them about Jesus the next week either and it's just what was 
happening here in Jeremiah 2:8. He says the pastors, the priests, the prophets, they have 
gathered crowds but they don't have a congregation.

The church has been defiled but let me close with this: I believe the calling has been 
defiled, the call that we have to be what Jesus called salt and light. I want you to turn to 
the book of Revelation 3, the book of Revelation chapters 2 and 3, we have the seven 
churches that are spoken to. It begins with the church of Ephesus, moves on to Smyrna 
and Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, but in chapter 3, beginning in verse 14, it 
is the church of Laodicea. Now, I'm sure many of you are familiar with this passage of 
Scripture. This is the "lukewarm church." Before I read about the church at Laodicea, let 
me share with you what the term Laodicea means. The term Laodicea does not mean 
lukewarm. That's how the Lord described them. The term Laodicea means "civil rights or
the rights of the people." In other words, they had become a church that was more 
concerned with what people thought than what God thought.

Now listen to what the Lord says. "And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans 
write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the 
creation of God; I know thy works, you are neither cold nor hot: I would that you were  
cold or hot. So then because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee 
out of my mouth. Because you say, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of
nothing; you know not that thou are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that you may be rich; and white 
raiment, that you may be clothed, and that the shame of your nakedness doed not appear; 
and anoint your eyes with eyesalve, that you may see. As many as I love, I rebuke and 
chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I 
also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. He that has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says unto the churches." 

Now, verse 20 of this passage is what we call one of the great soul winning verses of the 
Bible. If you don't understand what that terminology is, when you're dealing with 
someone one on one about their personal relationship with the Lord and you're talking 
about their need to be saved and the reality of sin in their life, oftentimes we go to verse 
20 of this passage and describe Jesus knocking on the door of their hearts, if they will 
open up that door, he will come in and will sup with them and that relationship will be 
established. I have no problem using that verse for that reason, I have used that verse for 
that reason but let me be honest with you, church: that's not the exact strict interpretation 
of this verse because he is speaking to a "church" that cares nothing of the things of God; 

Page 9 of 11



a church that is so consumed with the trappings of life they don't even realize that God is 
on the outside though man be on the inside.

Years ago at a Southern Baptist convention, there is a reason you send your pastor to the 
Southern Baptist convention, they're not the most exciting things in the world so I go on 
your behalf, but at the Southern Baptist convention, there was an evangelist who is now 
deceased. He made a very interesting statement about us Baptists. Now, he is one of us or
was one of us, he's now deceased, so you can get away with saying it. Here's what he 
said, I want you to hear me clearly, he said if the Holy Spirit left the Southern Baptist 
convention, nobody would know for 10 years. Here's what he meant by that: we have 
become so accustomed to just doing as we've been doing how we've been doing, we 
never stop and say, "Is God a part of this or is this just what we do?"

Here in Laodicea, notice what: they had buildings, they had budgets, they had all kinds of
stuff. He says, "You have gold. It looks good but Jesus is on the outside." Over the last 15
years in the United States of America, since 9/11, churches as a whole have gotten 
bigger, we've built bigger buildings, we've amassed greater crowds, we've written more 
number one bestsellers that they sell at large department stores and we even get more 
radio time than we ever had with our "music," but we have to ask a question: have we 
become the Israelites of Jeremiah 2? Have we become the Laodiceans of Revelation 3? 
Because we've got all this stuff but where is Jesus in this? Is he among us or is he just on 
the outside knocking saying, "Please let me in"? 

You know, it's interesting in Luke 19 there is a man by the name of Zaccheus. I kind of 
have an affinity for him and I figure you can figure out why. I've never climbed a 
sycamore tree but, hey, it sounds good to me. Jesus calls him down from a sycamore tree 
and Jesus makes this statement, "I will sup at your house today." Do you remember the 
rest of the story? Jesus goes to his house and the religious leaders and the world leaders 
and the politicians gather around and say, "Jesus, what are you doing? Have you lost your
mind? You're not supposed to be with him, you're supposed to be with us."

Let me close on a litmus test here. If the "world" tells you you've lost your mind, you're 
on the right track. If the world says, "Atta, boy. That's what you should be about." You 
need to repent quickly because Jesus made the statement in verse 10 of Luke 19, he said, 
"I have come to seek and to save that which was lost." In Jeremiah 2, the Israelites, they 
didn't even realize that God wasn't even a part of what they were doing. They used to 
seek him, they used to care but he was a foregone thought. Fifteen years ago this night, 
we couldn't fit people in the room. I'm very grateful that night, the fire marshal was in 
attendance. He said in light of the world's events, I don't think it matters that we are 
breaking code. Amazing how things have changed over the last 15 years. Today churches
are closing, not busting at the seams. Today we care more about looking like the world 
than having Jesus be a part of our world. Let me remind you what happens at the end of 
the book of Jeremiah: they go into captivity because they never would repent.
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So what in the world has happened? I'm going to tell you what's happened: we have 
decided we know better than God and if we do not repent, we will suffer the 
consequences.

Let's pray.

As we prepare for our time of invitation, you know, today is one of those nights where 
maybe there is a public decision you need to make. We're going to be down here at the 
front in just a moment and maybe you need to step out and step forward. That public 
decision could be a multitude of things and we'll facilitate with whatever. But you know, 
tonight may be one of those invitations where what you decide to do with the Lord at 
your seat may be as or more important than walking down an aisle. As you realize where 
life has taken you the last 15 years, how you perceive things, how things are affecting 
you, let me just encourage you as we have this time of invitation just to do a little soul 
searching of where you are with the Lord, but more importantly, where you need to be 
with the Lord.

Lord, as we come to this time of invitation, Lord, it saddens us that we have become 
calloused, that we have become compromised but, God, I know that all the way back in 
the Old Testament you had a land called Goshen. In the midst of Egypt, in the midst of a 
world that was completely carnal and fleshly, there was a place where your grace and 
mercy saturated, where death did not happen, and agony did not occur because they 
believed and they trusted God. I pray that we would be Goshens, our homes would be 
Goshen, this church would be Goshen. God, I pray this community would be a place of 
Goshen or may we never go the way of Israel, may we repent if we've gone the way of 
our culture these last 15 years. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask you to stand with me as Brian leads us.
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