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Message:   Here Is the Perseverance and Faith of the Saints, Part 2
Text:          Revelation  13:11-17

Introduction

  A.  If you had to draw picture without using any words in caption to communicate that someone
loves Jesus, is owned by Jesus, how would you draw such a picture?  (E.g., Image of a
person with a heart on his chest with a cross inside?).  

      1.  How would you draw a picture indicating some in this room love and belong to Jesus and
some don’t?

      2.  Revelation is a “picture book” that gives symbolic visions of the fate of people who love
Jesus and people who do not, in order to warn and encourage the churches to keep
clinging tightly in faith to Jesus.

      3.  How does God represent persons of such differing loyalties?  In Revelation 13 & 14 we
see how God draws such a picture - some are marked with the name of the beast, and
others are marked with the name of God.  Everyone is marked for ownership, one way or
another.

Revelation 13:16   And he causes all, the small and the great, and the rich and the poor,
and the free men and the slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand or on their
forehead,  and he provides that no one will be able to buy or to sell, except the one who 17

has the mark, either the name of the beast or the number of his name. 

Revelation 14:1   Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and
with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His
Father written on their foreheads. 

  B.  Believers have been suffering for the name of Christ for 2000 years.  Modern democracies,
particularly in the West with Christian influences, have been havens for believers from
overt persecution.  But now these democracies are with astonishing rapidity turning
against many of the Christian values they once protected.  Now Christians throughout the
western world face the prospect of experiencing at least some of the same hostility from
their governments and cultural institutions that Christians faced the first-century Roman
Empire.

  C.  It is decreasingly acceptable anywhere in the world today to be wholeheartedly devoted to
Jesus Christ.

 
  D.  World Magazine contributor (10/14/2000) J.B. Cheaney wrote ...                                             
                                                                                                                                                             
                                       



Modern pagans are instinctively grasping, better than some Christians, that Christ is an
offense——the stumbling block set square in the middle of human history by God
Almighty to divide those who are justified from those who are not.                                      
                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                 
                                                          

  E.  Like some of the first century   churches in Revelation, some of the 21  century churches arest

indulging with compromise.  We are turning to market analysis to determine what we
must do to be accepted and embraced by our culture, and not simply altering our style, but
also our message and morality.

  F.  Christ out of love and grace gives us this 3  cycle of visions to purge our hearts from anyrd

compromise, to enlighten our minds to discern God’s truth from the Devil’s deception,
and to encourage our perseverance in faithfulness to Jesus Christ as Lord.

      1. Revelation 12 - The source of the conflict - the devil and his angels.

      2. Revelation 13 - A call to wisdom, considering the devil’s weapons include the state and its
institutions.

      3. Revelation 14 - The outcome of the conflict - Christ returns, preserving His own and
destroying all who do not belong to Him.

  G.  Having seen in Chapter 12 that Satan is at the source of the present conflict between the
world and the church, Christ gives us insight in chapter 13, wanting us to be wise and
understand what resources of the world the devil uses in trying to overcome the church
through intimidation or deception so that we will not fall prey to his devices.  See in these
sobering visions the heart of Christ toward us, a heart of love that is committed to
protecting and keeping us in spite of even the harshest assaults of the enemy.  

  H.  The week before our August mission festival we looked in chapter 13 at part 1, versus 1-10. 
We saw ...

I.  Revelation 13:1-8  Satan authorizes the state as his agent to persecute the church and to
deceive the ungodly.

  A.  13:1  The dragon who stands on the seashore is identified as the devil in chapter 12.  The
beast that comes up out of the sea of godless humanity is under the authority of the devil,
taking on his image.

Revelation 12:3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon
having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems. ...  And the9

great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan,
who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were
thrown down with him.

 

Revelation 13:1 And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast
coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten



diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names.

Revelation 17:15 And he said to me, "The waters which you saw where the harlot
sits, are peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues.”

  B.  13:1-2  The beast = a kingdom, with imagery drawn heavily from Daniel 7, where the beasts
= kingdoms (individual kings [horns] are representative of their kingdoms), Babylon
(lion), Medo-Persia (bear), Greece (leopard), Rome (iron teeth, 10 horns).

Revelation 13:1 ...  Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and
seven heads ....  And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like 2

those of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his
power and his throne and great authority. 

      1.  Imagery of Revelation draws heavily from Daniel 7, where the beasts = kingdoms
(individual kings [horns] are representative of their kingdoms), Babylon (lion), Medo-
Persia (bear), Greece (leopard), Rome (iron teeth, 10 horns).

Daniel 7:3  "And four great beasts were coming up from the sea, different from one
another.  "The first was like a lion and had the wings of an eagle. ...  "And behold, 4  5

another beast, a second one, resembling a bear. And it was raised up on one side ....  6

"After this I kept looking, and behold, another one, like a leopard, which had on its
back four wings of a bird; the beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it. 7

"After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and
terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed and
trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from all the beasts that
were before it, and it had ten horns. 

Daniel 7:17   'These great beasts, which are four in number, are four kings who will
arise from the earth. ...  ... 'The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on the earth,23

which will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth and
tread it down and crush it.  'As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise 24

....’” 

      2.  In Daniel’s day the beast who fought against the people of God was Babylon  (overcome
by Medo-Persia). 

      3.  In the apostle John’s day, it is the 4  beast, Rome, which wars against God’s people. th

Revelation 17:3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a
woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven heads and
ten horns.  ...  9 "Here is the mind which has wisdom. The seven heads are seven
mountains on which the woman sits, 10 and they are seven kings; five have fallen, one
is, the other has not yet come; and when he comes, he must remain a little while. ... 12
"The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but
they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour.



      4.  In our day, the beast manifests itself in the kingdoms of this world, all of which lie under
the power of the evil one.

1 John 5:19   We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of
the evil one. 

  C.  13:7-8   The beast will overcome the church circumstantially, but not destroy her faith.

Revelation 13:7   It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to
overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation
was given to him.  All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose 8

name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the
Lamb who has been slain.

II.  Revelation 13:9-10  A call to wisdom that leads to enduring faith in Christ.

Revelation 13:9   If anyone has an ear, let him hear.  If anyone is destined for 10

captivity, to captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he must
be killed. Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints. 

  A.  13:9  Call to wisdom

      1.  The world is not on God’s side.  The devil’s accomplice is the beast.

      2.  Christ has appointed persecution and death for his saints at the hands of the beast and its
accomplices - the institutions and general culture of this world’s kingdom.

Revelation 2:10   'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about
to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation
for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.  'He who 11

has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not
be hurt by the second death.' 

  B.  13:10  Being willing deny ourselves, taking up our crosses suffering and even death in the
face of the world’s opposition is what it means to have enduring faith in Jesus.  

III.  Revelation 13:11-17  The state authorizes its political, economic, social, and religious
allies as its agents to persecute the church and deceive the ungodly.

A.  The beast enlists surrogates, those who speak for it and promote loyal worship of it.   These
surrogates are represented as another beast who attempts to appear friendly but whose
mouth speaks for the dragon, the devil.  In John’s day these surrogates included priests to
the emperor cult, trade guilds, and local officials, including the Commune of Asia, a
council if distinguished city representatives who promoted loyalty to the emperor.



Temples with the image of the emperor were built in some cities of the 7churches 
Revelation 13:11  Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had
two horns like a lamb and he spoke as a dragon.  He exercises all the authority of the 12

first beast in his presence. And he makes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship
the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed.  He performs great signs, so that he even 13

makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of men.  And he 14

deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was given him to
perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an
image to the beast who had the wound of the sword and has come to life.  And it was 15

given to him to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast would
even speak and cause as many as do not worship the image of the beast to be killed. 

  B.  Today worship of the beast and it’s values is promoted by courts, educational institutions,
labor unions, political parties and action committees, military leaders,  businesses,
religious denominations, school boards, town and city councils, etc.  In western
democracies, Christians are not presently threatened by the sword, but the beast and its
surrogates can leverage and punish us in other “legal” ways, including fines, law suits,
and exclusion from the market place, employment, and a seat at the community table.

  C.  13:17  Buying and selling in certain Roman cities required a certificate that you offered
incense to the emperor (as a sign of loyalty/patriotism).  Membership in trade guilds
required incense be offered to Caesar.  Today cities like San Francisco have threatened to
bar airlines who don’t embrace the city policy of giving benefits to domestic partners;
local school boards attempt to bar the boy Scouts from meeting like other groups after
hours on school property because they apply their creed of “morally straight” to the
sexual orientation of scout members and leadership.

Revelation 13:16   And he causes all, the small and the great, and the rich and the
poor, and the free men and the slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand or on
their forehead,  and he provides that no one will be able to buy or to sell, except the 17

one who has the mark, either the name of the beast or the number of his name. 

IV.  Revelation 13:18  A call to wisdom that leads to perseverance in faith.

  A.  “Here is wisdom.”

Revelation 13:18   Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number
of the beast, for the number is that of a man; and his number is six hundred and
sixty-six. 

  B.  wisdom = understanding that 

      1.  the beast is the kingdom of this world (in any age)

     2.  The mark of the beast represents a man, a name, and that the name represents the kingdom
of this world and its surrogates, all under the power of the devil.   



a.  The “mark” in John’s day might refer to Nero, an obvious representative of the
empire’s hostility toward Christ and His church.

      (1)  In the languages of the ancient world, letters of the alphabet doubled for numbers.

(a)  E.g., Roman letters are also Roman numerals

I = 1, V = 5, X = 10, L = 50, C = 100, M = 1,000

(b)  So also for Greek and Hebrew

    (2)  The Greek spelling of Nero’s name transliterated into Hebrew = 

N =   50

R = 200

           W =    6

N =   50

Q = 100

S =    60

R = 200

       666

     (3)  Even if Nero is the name indicated by six hundred sixty six, it is likely that 

here as throughout history the individual tyrant/ruler is not to be distinguished
from the kingdom or institution that he represents (as in Daniel 7:17,23)

  C.  The “mark” is a metaphor for ownership - all on earth (and in this sanctuary) belong either
to Christ or the beast (and therefore the devil) and will inherit the destiny of their
respective owner.  No matter what we say, the Bible says we are owned by whom you
serve

Romans 6:16 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves
for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death,
or of obedience resulting in righteousness?

2 Peter 2:19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for
by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.

Conclusion



  A.  The beast will wage war with against the saints, and as far as the world can see, it will
overcome them by exclusion, confiscation of property, imprisonment, martyrdom.  Here
is the mind of wisdom:   Clinging tightly to Christ as Lord in the midst of apparent
earthly defeat is actually spiritual, eternal victory in union with and by the power of
Christ.

1 John 5:4  For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory
that has overcome the world-- our faith.

  B.  Christ repeatedly has John describe such victorious ones in Revelation as ...

Revelation 12:17   So the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make war
with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the
testimony of Jesus. 

Revelation 14:12  Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments
of God and their faith in Jesus. 

  C.  This is the victory He enables all to achieve who cling to Him who suffered for us, Him
Who owns us.
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