
 

PSALM  71: 17,18          (BAPTISM)                                                                               SONGS:  48   334   425   60    325    

                                                        PRESERVED  TO  TEACH 
INTRO: King David is fleeing for his life from his son Absalom and his followers. Yes, this is all due to David’s sin and foolishness. 
            -But the Lord is good and gracious. He will not cast off. Therefore this is hope not only David, but for the generations to come. 
           -David in holy confidence prays that the Lord will preserve him in order that he may teach the coming generations the fear of 
God. 
 

I.  THE LORD IS OUR TEACHER 

A.  The necessity and sufficiency. 
1.  We are sinful and foolish, prone to folly. This truth is fundamentally different from that of the world: a lot of good. 
2.  We have a need to be instructed. God teaches us both by his Word and by his deeds. 
3.  David learned by continual experiences from his infancy: there is nothing better than to lean upon the true God! 
4.  What abundant proofs of God’s goodness: 
5.  God our tutor gave his Son as our prophet; he gave his Spirit to lead us in all truth (John 6:13). 
6.  How sufficient in God’s instruction: Scripture alone!  

B.  How this instruction takes place. 
1.  God in his grace plants the seed of faith in covenant children in regeneration. That gives new life! 
2.  God gives our covenant youth godly parents who hold, love and teach their children in their homes. 

3.  God has placed them in the true church, so that through the preaching and catechism training they grow. 

4.  God has given us our Christian Schools where our children are prepared to take up their place in this world. 
5.  The Lord puts the fear of God in their hearts so that they know, speak and walk in the truth! 

C.  The fruit that becomes evident. “How shall the young direct their ways, what light shall be their perfect guide?” 

1. The lessons learned are useful and important. 
2. God not only informs the understanding, but inclines the will.  
3. God not only teaches what we should do but enables us to do it (Ezek. 36:27). 
4. God’s Word points to Christ, the Spirit draws us to him in faith and love and obedience. 

 

II.  PRESERVED TO SERVE AS GOD’S INSTRUMENTS 

A. The necessity for this preservation. 
1. This is a necessary prayer. How many have made shipwreck of their faith and good confession. 
2. Apostasy in old age is fearful: whether it be as older saints, churches, or schools. 
3. Old godly Eli with the indulgence of his wicked sons ((I Sam. 2) 
4. Old Judah with his incest (Gen.38) 
5. Old David with Bathsheba…Hezekiah showing off his wealth to his enemies…Joash and Amaziah of Judah… 
6. Old ministers, churches that apostatize, and schools that lose their distinctives in order to get more students. 

B.  How the Lord preserves. 
1. David needed to be preserved in life and health (vs.9). So also the spiritual health of church and school. 
2. David needed to be preserved from his enemies (Absalom). We have enemies that seek our destruction. 

a. heresies and winds of false doctrine. 
b. worldly pleasures that allure us. 
c. self advancement. 

3.  We need to be preserved in diligence and in faithfulness. Joash made a good beginning but poor end. 

C.  The reason for this hope. 
1.  God vouchsafed to love us as infants, embraced us as children, has continued to do us good our whole life. 
2.  God cannot but preserve in acting towards us in the same way even to the end! 
3.  The goodness of the Lord can never be exhausted. He is unchangeable. God will be the same when I am old 
4.  God: assist me, even to the end, to bear testimony that God never disappoints. 

 

III.  THE GENERATIONS TO COME 

A.  The purpose of this prayer for preservation: 
1. Negatively: not just continued life, or to spend it in leisure or luxury 
2. Positively: The motive of this prayer is to impart knowledge to the coming generations. 

B.  To whom do we seek to pass on this knowledge? 

1.  David saw the need to continue to live so that as a godly king he could continue to care for his people 
2.   David also had young children that he must teach God’s ways. 
3.  The new generation must start on their journey of life with the advantage of the experiences of those before. 
4.  We enter life with the accumulated wisdom of the past: lessons learned, and follies of the past. 
5.   But David also looked beyond them to the all future generations (“to everyone that is to come”). 
6.   This is true of grandparents, the church with its confessions, and the future of our Christian schools. 

C.  The knowledge that we impart:  
1. Our own sin and foolishness. 
2. Our great God and his gift of salvation in Jesus Christ alone. 
3. Our great debt of love for God’s goodness: a call to faith and obedience. 
4. Made known to the generations is God’s righteousness, and his strength and power to save! 


