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[Sun. Sep. 13, 2015] Colossians Series, Col. 3.18 – Craig A. Thurman 
 
We have given attention to what Christ has done for us and what we are to do 
since being brought to life by Him.  Historically for the Colossians, by 
mortification, they had in the new birth put off the old man with his deeds and 
have put on the new man.  In other words, upon receiving Christ the new nature 
inclines us to the life of Christ which we may live through the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  (The seed itself has no power of its own to direct us.)  Henceforth we 
should reject the old manner of life, the old man.  By now, we understand that 
the person that I am since the new birth has two natures.   
 
Some time ago I made the statement that I do not believe in progressive 
sanctification.  What do I mean by that?  We can grow and be increased in Him 
day by day, but in all of that the old nature working within us and against us is not 
diminished in the least, so long we are in this present body dead because of sin.  
Paul said,  I am carnal (not, I was carnal) sold under sin. The I that relates to the 
old nature. The battle rages between the old and new natures. If we suppose that 
in this life, we’re going to see that changed we’re headed for a life of confusion 
and discouragement. We are informed otherwise by the Word of God.  Scripture 
never indicates that we may lay aside any part of the armor of God during this 
life; that we may ever relax our guard against the nature of the flesh or the forces  
of darkness that are about us.  To me, the doctrine of progressive sanctification 
leads us to that false notion.   
 

John Owen, The Works of John Owen, vol. 3, p.541, ‘When it is no longer a 
duty to grow in grace, it is so not to mortify sin.  No man under heaven can 
at any time say that he is exempted from this command, nor on any 
pretense; and he who ceaseth from this duty lets go all endeavours after 
holiness.  And as for those who pretend unto an absolute perfection, they 
are of all persons living the most impudent, nor do they ever in this matter 
open their mouths but they give themselves the lie ... ‘ 

 
It is in the shadow of this thought that we move into the various Christian roles.  
We are to consider the role of wives, husbands, children, fathers, servants and 
masters.  These six roles are divisible into two groups: the subordinate and the 
superior.  The first group is the subordinate roles of wives, children, and servants.  
The second group is the superior roles of husbands, fathers, and masters.  Neither 
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term, superior and inferior has anything to do with importance.  Paul will set that 
misunderstanding straight in 1Co.12.14-31. 
 

1Co 12:22  Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be 
more feeble, are necessary … 

 
There is no husband without a wife; no parent without a child; and no master 
without a servant. 
 
Let us understand this as well, that this instruction is good for all of humanity.  
This is the order of God, not just a religious or Christian arrangement.  So, as we 
would expect, the greatest problems in society can be traced to the rejection or 
destruction of God’s universal order for mankind.  It is that simple.  Society has all 
but reversed or destroyed the order of each of these roles.  Today it is the wife 
who is the head of the house, husbands keep the house, children are left to do as 
they please, servants don’t think they’re suppose to work for their wages, and 
masters have become glorified baby-sitters .   
 
Parallel to our text in Col. 3.18-4.1 (9 verses) is Eph.5.22-6.9 (21 verses).  Both 
approaches these roles in the same sequence.   
 

Personal note: Neither letter, Ephesians or Colossians, includes instruction 
for personal conduct before those in authority; not Philippians, or 1 & 2 
Thessalonians.   

 
(Read Col. 3.16-18) Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly …  As if to say, do all 
that we can do that will help us to have the Word of God pervade our lives so 
much so that we are always being guided by it through the day.  
 

ὁ λόγος τοῦ Χριστοῦ    ἐνοικείτω   ἐν ὑμῖν  πλουσίως 
  Let the Word of Christ   dwell       in   you     richly …   

                                                       inhabit 
 

Let … dwell, ἐνοικείτω, 3rd p pl, pres, imper of e]noike<w; literally, in-

house, or better, indwell; LXX, perhaps inhabitate, 2Ki.22.16 dwell, 19 
inhabitants. 
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richly, πλουσίως, adverb of plou?toj; is translated, KJV, Col.3.16; 

1Ti.6.17, richly (2); Tit.3.6; 2Pe.1.11, abundantly (2). 
 

Rabbit before we get started:   
If we really want to get a kick-start to living for Christ let’s touch on a very basic 
practice that affects most of us early in our Christian lives.  I want to ask you to 
turn your world of music on its ear.  Would you consider getting rid of the rock 
music, and the country music, or whatever music that incites the old nature?  If 
you listen to music, would you consider altering that so much so that it begins to 
contribute to sound thinking and sound doctrine?   Would you bring in music that 
will edify your soul in things that are Godward?  How can we improve on ‘Great is 
Thy Faithfulness,’ ‘Holy, Holy, Holy,’ O, God our Help in Ages Past,’ ‘Amazing 
Grace,’ ‘There is a Fountain,’ Be Thou My Vision, ‘Come, Thou Fount,’ etc.?  For a 
child of God, just this adjustment will have an effect on our mind.  Music is like 
coffee.  It gets the adrenelin pumping.  We are addicted to it.  It affects us far 
more than we might realize.  By that I’m not going to lie to you and say that your 
love for those things will go away.  But, if we will make this our goal, and commit 
ourselves to it, we will begin to see how much harm that has brought into my life 
and the life of my family, and we will begin to increase in the faith of Christ.  It 
won’t stop there.  Next thing you know mothers will begin to be moved to sit with 
their children of all ages just to read a chapter of the Bible because of a renewed 
hunger and thirst after righteousness. (Mt. 5.6) We will begin to pray more and 
meditate on the Word of God more. 
 
Our text today is one verse; verse 18. Wives, submit yourselves unto your 
ownhusbands, as it is fit in the Lord.  Directly below are two tables for our 
consideration which lays out most of the Scriptures that are related to the topic 
within our text in Col. 3.18: the duty of wives. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



  Colossians Series 

4 
 

Eph 5:22  Wives, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
submit yourselves 

 

u[pota<ssesqe, 

hupotassesthe, 2
nd

 
p, pl, pres, imper, 
mid of u[pota<ssw; 
u[po  +  ta<ssw, 

KJV to appoint, set, 
ordain, determine, 
to addict;  
 

unto your own husbands, as 
unto the Lord. 
23  For the husband is the 
head of the wife, even as 
Christ is the head of the 
church: and he is the saviour 
of the body. 
24  Therefore as the church is 
subject  
 

u[pota<ssetai, 3
rd

 

ps, pres, ind, mid.  
 
unto Christ, so let the wives 
be [implied …, subject] to 
their own husbands in every 
thing. 
 
 
 

Col 3:18  Wives, 
 
 
 
The prefix fi<loj, philos, 
meaning, a relational love 
which only a wife and a 
mother can provide. Often 
translated friend. So this 
emphazises the special 
relationship we have, not 

 with everyone.
 
 
submit yourselves  

 

u[pota<ssesqe, 

ibid. 
 
middle voice 

 
 
 
 
 
unto your own husbands, as 
it is fit in the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Could read, that, even if any 
obey not the word: cf. 
Amplified Bible; Wuest, 
Studies in the New 
Testament, vol. 2, 1Pe.3, 
p.72; A. T. Robertson’s Word 
Pictures in the new 
Testament, vol. 6, p.109; J. P. 
Green’s Interlinear New 
Testament; The New Greek-
English Interlinear New 
Testament; Christianity 
Today’s, Greek-English New 

 Testament; (cont.)

Tit. 2.4  That they (the aged 
women, vs.3) may teach 
(train, should make sober-
minded) the young women 
(understood to be young, 
married wives, verse 5) to be 
sober, to love their husbands 
fila<ndrouj, to love their 

children filote<knouj, 

5  To be discreet (1Ti.5.9, 
sobriety, sw<fronaj), 

chaste a[gna<j, keepers at 

home oi]kourou<j, good 

a]gaqa<j,  
obedient  
 

u[potassome<naj, 

hupotassomenas, 
acc, pl, fem, part, 
pres, mid; Or, 
submitting 
themselves 

 
 
 
to their own husbands, that 
the word of God be not 
blasphemed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(cont.) George Ricker Berry’s, 
The Interlinear Greek-English 
New Testament; Tyndale 
(1534); Cranmer (1539); 
Geneva (1557): the sense is 
that wives are to subject 
themselves to their own 
husbands regardless of their 
obedience to the faith of 
Christ. This interpretation 
stands in harmony with  

 1Co.7.10, 13, 16.

1Pe.3.1 ¶  Likewise, 
[meaning, being subjected in 
like manner as servants are 
to their masters, cf. 2.18; 
Vincent;Wuest) ye wives,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
be in subjection  

 

u[potasso<menai, 

hupotassomenai, 
nom, pl, fem, part, 
pres, mid of 
u[pota<ssw; Or, 
submitting 
yourselves  

 
 
to your own husbands; that, 
if any obey not the word, 
they also* may without the 
word be won by the 
conversation of the wives; 
2  While they behold your 
chaste conversation coupled 
with fear. 
3  Whose adorning let it not 
be that outward adorning of 
plaiting the hair, and of 
wearing of gold, or of putting 
on of apparel; 
4  But let it be the hidden 
man of the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even 
the ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price. 
5  For after this manner in the 
old time the holy women 
also, who trusted in God, 
adorned themselves, being in 
subjection unto their own 
husbands: 
6  Even as Sara obeyed 
Abraham, calling him lord: 
whose daughters ye are, as 
long as ye do well, and are 
not afraid with any 
amazement. 
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Ro 7:2  For the woman which 
hath an husband is bound by 
the law to her husband so 
long as he liveth; but if the 
husband be dead, she is 
loosed from the law of her 
husband. 

1Co.14.34 ¶  Let your women 
keep silence (meaning 
specifically, Husbands of the 
church, your wives are to 
keep silence; cf. vs. 35) 
 

sigta<twsan, 3
rd

 

p., pl., pres., imper. 
of siga<w, Lk.9.36, 

they kept it close; 
20.26, and held 
their peace; Acts 
15.12, Then all the 
multitude kept 
silence; Ro. 16.25, 
of the mystery, 
which was kept 
secret; 1Co.14.28, 
let him keep 
silence in the 
church; In the early 
church even a man 
was to be silent in 
the use of the gift 
of tongue if there 
were no 
interpreter. This 
gives us an idea of 
the degree of the 
word silence: no 
interpreter, no 
tongues. 

 
in the churches: for it is not 
permitted  
 

e]pite<traptai, 3
rd

 

ps, perf., pass., of 
e]pitre<pw, e]pi< 

upon, against +  

tre<pw B-D-A-G 

Lexicon, act. ‘turn, 
or incline someone 
toward someth.’; 
e]pitre<pw, KJV, to 

suffer, let, give 
leave, permit, give 
liberty.  It is not for 
our wives to incline 
the congregation 
toward anything.  
Gill, ‘… not in such 
sort, as carriedin it 
direction, 
instruction,  

1Co.7.3  Let the husband 
render unto the wife due 
benevolence: and likewise 
also the wife unto the 
husband. 
4  The wife hath not power of 
her own body, but the 
husband: and likewise also 
the husband hath not power 
of his own body, but the wife. 
5  Defraud ye not one the 
other, except it be with 
consent for a time, that ye 
may give yourselves to 
fasting and prayer; and come 
together again, that Satan 
tempt you not for your 
incontinency. 

 

 

 

government, and 
authority. ‘  

 
unto them (your wives, vs. 
35) to speak;  

 

lalei?n, pres., 

infin. of lale<w, to 
speak, talk … in a 
manner that 
directs, inclines 
other toward 
something … 

 
but they are commanded to 
be under obedience,  
 

u[pota<ssesqai, 

pres., infin., mid.,; 
Or, to be subjected; 
this certainly 
means to their own 
husbands. 

 
as also saith the law. 
35  And if they will 
(qe<lousin, 3

rd
 p., pl., pres., 

ind. of qe<lw) learn (Or, 

desire to learn) 
 

maqei?n, aor. 2, 
infin. of manqa<nw; 

KJV, to learn, 
understand: 

1Ti 5:14  I will therefore that 
the younger women marry, 
bear children, guide the 
house oi]kodespotei?n, give 

none occasion to the 
adversary to speak 
reproachfully. 
 
_______________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
any thing, let them ask their 
husbands at home: for it is a 
shame for women to speak 
(lalei?n) in the church.  Gill, 

‘… it is a disgrace to herself 
and sex, as betraying 
uncommon pride and vanity, 
and an unnatural boldness 
and confidence; and a 
disgrace to the church to be 
under such a ministry and 
conduct.’ 

______________________ 
1Ti.2.11(begins in vs.9)  Let 
the woman (not 
distinguishing between any 
classification of women, i.e. 
wives, daughters, widows, 
unmarried) learn  
(manqane<tw, 3

rd
 ps, pres., 

imper.) in silence (h[suxi<%, 

vs. 12; also quietness; of men 
(2Th.3.12, meaning that as 
Christians our faith should 
not be a disruptive presense.) 
with all subjection u[potag^?. 

12  But I suffer (e]pitre<pw, 

permit)  not a woman to 
teach (to ‘disciple,’ cf. Mt. 
28.20; Gill, ‘be learners not 
teachers’), nor to usurp 
authority over (au]qentei?n, 

pres., infin. of au]qente<w, 

IGNT: nor to exercise 
authority of a man;) the 
man, but to be in silence 
(h[suxi<%). 
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18 ¶  Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands,  
 

submit yourselves, ὑποτάσσεσθε, 2nd p pl, pres, imper, mid of u[pota<ssw; 

u[po< under + ta<ssw to be appointed, ordained, determined, set; 

u[pota<ssw is translated in the KJV with the following English words: 

submit (8), subject (20), obedience (2), subject under (1), subdue (2), put 
under (6), under obedience (1); The wife is to subject herself to her own 
husband.   

 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, the Sovereign Creator, when 
He took to Himself a human body, obeyed the order of God for 
humanity, and subjected Himself to the superior roles of His parents: 
Lu 2:51  And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and 
was subject (υποτασσομενος, nom, sing, masc, part, pres, mid; Or, 
He subjected/submitted himself) unto them: but his mother kept all 
these sayings in her heart.  
 
The government of man has a Divinely appointed order.  Men are to 
subject themselves to those who have the superior roles over them: 
Ro 13:1  Let every soul be subject (υποτασσεσθω, 3rd, p, s, pres, 
imper, mid; Or, subject/submit themselves) unto the higher 
powers.) For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are 
ordained of God. 
 

Ec 5:8  If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent 
perverting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at 
the matter: for he that is higher than the highest regardeth; 
and there be higher than they. 
 

Five times wives are instructed to subject themselves, middle voice 
verb.  And each instance instructs them to subject themselves to 
their own husbands.  (1Co.14.34; Eph. 5.22; Col. 3.18; Tit.2.5; 
1Pe.3.1, 5). 
 
To summarize this: the act of subjection, submission or obedience 
should be in the Christian’s conduct toward those who are in 
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authority (Ro.13.1; Tit.3.1; 1Pe.2.13); those who work as 
subordinates to superiors (Tit.2.9; 1Pe.3.1, servant/master 
relationship);  those who constitute the membership of a New 
Testament church are to be subject to one another (Eph.5.21; 
1Pe.5.5); the church is to be subject to Christ (5.24), the Father 
(He.12.9), and God (Ja.4.7); and younger members are to be subject 
to the elderly members (1Pe.5.5);  Christians have received clear 
about subjection.   
 

Let me preface this subject so that you understand from the beginning my 
approach.  I believe that the Word of God supports this position.  Women 
are not an inferior people in humanity.  Some church-men seem to have 
the notion that women are stupid and on a level at or below that of 
livestock; the term used is chattel, meaning personal property, whether 
real estate, slave, or bondman or bondwomen.  To be clear, the history of 
the Old Testament does not condone or condemn how women came to be 
treated.  It records it as a matter historical fact. (Ge. 6.2; Jud. 11.38; 19.25, 
28-30) For example, polygamy is a reality in O.T. Scripture.  While polygamy 
is not condemned as sinful, monogamy is certainly understood as God’s 
original intent for all men and women from Ge. 2.24, and that is magnified 
in the the New Testament.  (Mk.10.6-9)  Monogamy means, only one man 
was to marry one woman, and only one woman was to marry one man 
during the course of their entire lives.  That is the true definition of the 
term monogamy.  Many do not realize that the practice of remarriage after 
the death of a spouse is not monogamy, but digamy. 
 
The LORD made or builded Adam a helper that was fit or suitable for him.  
He took from Adam’s side (KJV, rib), not his foot, not his knee, not his hip, 
but his side, and made a woman.  They are equals before the Lord but with 
differing roles as they are related in marriage.  Biblically, the role of a wife’s 
subjection does not apply beyond the scope of the family or the church.  
What do I mean by that?  I mean to say that women are as free as any man 
to do in the public arena.  And this has been seen in the Old Testament, 
though not very often.  When we apply the Biblical teachings concerning  
the relationship between a husband and a wife and the order of church 
government, which maintains the distinctions between husbands and 
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wives,  and apply them to the world at large, my opinion is that we impose 
upon the world what might not belong to them.   
 
First of all, Adam, as husband to Eve, being created first is her head by 
virtue of God’s appointment or order.  Adam was appointed to this superior 
position over his wife before the fall into sin.  His headship, is not because 
of sin.  I say it again, his headship is not because of sin.  Headship is 
restricted to his wife, not all women.  It does not appear to be proper to 
say, from a Biblical perspective, that the male, is superior to and head over 
the female beyond the marriage relationship.  Yes, women may vote, yes, 
women may hold offices in politics, she may be president of the United 
States of America without violating the Word of God.  That was not the 
great error of the women’s liberation movement.  The root of their heresy 
was to cast off her subjection to her husband, and abandon the family 
altogether.   
 
Eve’s subordination to her husband is not an indication of inferiority.  She 
has been appointed the role of subordination to her husband.  And her 
appointment this role also preceded the fall into sin.  After their fall in sin 
the headship of the husband over his wife, and the subordination of the 
wife to her husband was magnified by the Lord in the pronouncement of 
the curse. 
 

Ge 3:16  Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow 
and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children;  
 

The curse was not about the fact of child birth and conception.  
There is nothing sinful about procreation between a husband 
and his wife, or with bearing children.  Rather, the curse added 
sorrow, to a preexisting ordination of God for women to bear 
children.  Also, the curse added the increase of conception, to 
an already existing ordination of the Lord for procreation. 
What can we draw from this?  That had not sin entered the 
world through our first parents, child birth would not have had 
the sorrow and pain element that we see in it today, and that 
conception would have been at a much slower rate than it is 
now.  That is a reasonable conclusion. 
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and thy desire shall be to thy husband,  
 

The 1599 Geneva Bible, and thy desire shall be subject to thine 
husband. 

 

and he shall rule lwAm4yi kal fut. of lwamA, over thee.   

 
The husband of the wife, not the male over female, shall have 
the preeminence over the desires of his wife.  The oneness is 
not broken, but there appears to be an intensification of the 
husband’s role to his wife.  The husband shall have dominion 
over his wife. (Not all women!)  There is little doubt that sin 
will work in both the husband and wife to alter God’s order.  
Keep that in mind.   
 
The following text concerns church order. (1Ti.2.11-14) Men 
sitting with their wives during a church gathering.  This cannot 
be applied to every other mixed gathering of men and women.  
It should not be construed to mean that women can never 
instruct men.  It simply tells that that cannot take place during 
our church gatherings.   
 

1Ti 2: 11  Let the woman learn in silence with all 
subjection e]n pa<s^ u[potag ?̂. 

12  But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp 
authority over the man, but to be in silence. 
13  For ga>r Adam was first formed, then Eve. 

14  And kai> Adam was not deceived, but the woman 

being deceived was in the transgression. 
 

Ac 18:26  And he (Apollos) began to speak boldly 
in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla 
had heard, they took him unto them, and 
expounded unto him the way of God more 
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perfectly. (Prisca was a part of the instrument of 
instructing Apollos better in the gospel.) 

  
At this point let’s try to define superiority and subordination.    The Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit are equals; they are one.  
 

Joh 10:30  I and my Father are one. 
 
Joh 17:22  And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; 
that they may be one, even as we are one … 
 
1Jo 5:7  For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 

 
Men and women, male and female are one in Christ.   
 

Ga 3:28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 

 
When we say that the Father is superior to the Son, we do not mean in any 
sense of the Word that the Son is inferior, or lesser God, to the Father. 
  

1Co 15:27  For he (the Father) hath put all things under his feet. But 
when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is 
excepted, which did put all things under him. 
28  And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son 
also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that 
God may be all in all. 

 
The Holy Spirit is subordinate to both the Father and Son.   
 

Joh 15:26  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto 
you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from 
the Father, he shall testify of me … 
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Ga 4:6  And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his 
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.  (Many times in Scripture 
the greater sends the lesser.) 

 
None should say that there is something less of God or inferior between the 
relationship of the Father, Son or Holy Spirit. They are in absolute 
agreement and harmony.  They are of the same substance and eternal 
power and glory, yet God is three Persons.  They are identically God, yet 
distinctively the Holy Trinity of Three Persons.   
 
Finally, the Father is said to be greater than the Son. 
 

Joh 14:28  Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come 
again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go 
unto the Father: for my Father is greater than I. 

 
The Father is not a greater God than the Son or the Spirit.  That is heresy.  
The Father has a superior Person and role, to the Son and the Spirit, yet 
between them is complete oneness. And so in this way man differs from a 
woman and woman from man.  And there is nothing wrong with making 
these distinctions. That to say this: women are in no way an inferior human 
being. 
  

1Pe 3:7  Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to 
knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the [more, 
emphasizing the comparative form of the adjective] weaker vessel,  
 

She is in no way any less of a person than her husband.  She 
has a differing physique, affections, thinking, yet similar to the 
man.  She is of the very same substance and parts, body, soul, 
and spirit as every man.  She is as equal a soul before God as 
any man is. 
 
weaker, a]sqeneste<r&, gen, sing, neut, comparative of 

a]sqenh<j; ;  

 
(Reading from vs. 4 would be good.) 
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1Co.12.20  But now are they many members, yet but one 
body. 
21  And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no 
need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no 
need of you. 
22  Nay, much more those members of the body, which 
seem to be more feeble a]sqene<stera, are necessary,  

(a]nagkai?a, essential): 

 
Word Pictures in the New Testament, A. T. 
Robertson, vol. 4, p.172, ‘So far from the more 
dignified (call these superior, added) members 
like the eye and the head being independent of 
the subordinate ones like the hands and feet, they 
are “much more” … in need of them. … Things are 
not always as they seem.  The vital organs (heart, 
lungs, liver, kidneys) are not visible, but life cannot 
exist without them.’ 

 
23  And those members of the body, which we think to 
be less honourable, upon these we bestow more 
abundant honour; and our uncomely (out of scheme; ill-
fashioned; unpresentable) parts have more abundant 
comeliness (scheme, fashion, or presentableness). 
(When we properly regard the importance of their 
functions in the body.  Without these there is no body at 
all. The value of the subordinate members’role in the 
church cannot be overstated.  There is no body without 
them!) 

 
vessel, skeu<ei, dat. sing of skeu?oj; ;  

 
Lu 8:16  No man, when he hath lighted a candle, 
covereth it with a vessel skeu<ei, or putteth it under a 

bed; but setteth it on a candlestick, that they which enter 
in may see the light. 
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and as being heirs together (co-heirs, equal heirs, fellow heirs) of the 
grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered. 

 
As equals before the Lord both men and women were elected before the 
foundation of the world.  They receive the same grace of life, conversion, 
and walk with Christ, and battle against the flesh and the principalities of 
darkness by faith as any Christian man.  Each has an appointed function in 
the will of God and in the churches of our Lord Jesus Christ.    
 

Taken from Feminism, Woman and Her Word, J. W. Porter, Reprint 
1995 in USA by The Historic Baptist, p.2, 3, 
‘Neither constitute a sphere, but each a hemisphere, and together 
they make the sphere of life, love and labor.  Both have their work 
and must work together to accomplish a God-given destiny. Co-
operation, and not competition, is the natural relationship of man 
and woman. 
 

“As unto the bow the string is, 
So unto man is woman,  
She bends him, yet she obeys,  
She draws, yet she follows, 
Useless, each, without the other.”’ 
 

A disclaimer: Of this reference to this book, it fails to 
maintain the context which is almost always that of a 
husband and a wife, and imposes upon the world, 
government, society, that which only belongs in a church 
and family context. (cf. to pp. 105, 106, 108, woman is 
subordinate to the man, beyond the husband context; 
113, not allowed to be public speakers beyond a church 
context; 114, that women cannot participate in politics.) 
 

ibid. p.105, ‘This Book tells us in no doubtful 
language that woman is to occupy a place of 
subordination or subjection to the man.’  (That is 
simply not true.  The Scripture overwhelmingly 
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states, as we have cited above, that this 
subordination is only to her own husband. If we 
apply this rule beyond the scope of Scripture we 
have essentially opened every man’s house to 
every other man’s rule.  All wives are subject to all 
men.  That is chaos, not order) 

 
Now, the next important points to be made is that women are not 
commanded anywhere in the Bible to be subject to every man without 
exception.  Certainly we can all readily understand that both men and 
women are subject to those who are in authority over them whether that is 
governmental authority (laws of the land), or superiors in a workplace. But 
in the sense of wives subordinated to other men in the same sense as a 
husband she has no obligaton to subject herself in any way to any other 
man. How important it is for us to be able to make this distinction.   Wives 
should consider only their husbands in this way.  Men need to be warned 
about how they approach other men’s wives.  If we dare to correct, argue, 
and demand from another man’s wife anything, we’re very likely to find 
ourselves, and I think rightly so, mixing it with the husband.  That is, if 
properly understands his role to his wife.  And what of those women who 
choose not to marry an husband, or become aged?  These women have 
every right to participate in the public arena as any man as long as they 
conduct themselves as Godly women.  (For aged women, it would be that 
they have gone beyond the child-rearing stage of life and are more free to 
do other things.)   
 

1Ti 2:9  In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest 
apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or 
gold, or pearls, or costly array; 
10  But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good 
works. (It is my opinion that this is a godly woman’s overall 
demeanor wherever she may be, which is not to be limited to a 
church congregational setting.) 

 
To make this simply statement and move on, one of the surest marks of a 
false religion can be seen in how they view and treat women.  
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If we look into 1Co.14.34, 35 we can see that this instruction … Let your 
women ... is directed to those men in this church, who have wives.  (read 
verse 35) This is not a license for one man to press upon another man’s 
wife the necessity of silence in the church’s gatherings.  The husbands must 
learn to apply for himself how that the Word of God would have him order 
his house.  Should a brother allow his wife to speak in the gathering it is 
likely that the time will come when other brethren will try to help him 
understand that this is not proper conduct during the meetings of the 
church.   
 

1Co.14.34 ¶  Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not 
permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under 
obedience, as also saith the law. 
35  And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at 
home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church. 

 
(Picking up where we left off …Wives, submit yourselves unto your own 
husbands,)  

 
ὡς ἀνῆκεν ἐν        κυρίῳ  
as  it is fit   in the   Lord. 
 

Question: To whom are wives to submit themselves?   
 
Answer: They are to subject themselves specially to their own husbands.  
Five times this is stated in the New Testament. 
 
Question: To what extent are wives to subject themselves unto their own 
husbands?   
 
Answer:  In every thing, e]n panti<, meaning either in all, or by all. 

 
Eph 5:24  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let 
the wives be to their own husbands in every thing (εν παντι). 

 
In all things soever, wives subject yourselves to your own husbands 
as the church would be subject to all of the Lord’s commandments. 
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By all means possible, wives subject yourselves to your own 
husbands as the church would to their Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
This commandment does not give the husband the right to abuse, 
neglect, harm, or otherwise compel his wife evilly.   If an husband’s 
behavior is so to his wife she may leave him. 
 
Scriptures teach that a wife may leave her abusive husband, but they 
must remain unmarried or be reconciled. (Ro.7.2, 3, marriage is for 
life; 1Co. 7.10, 11, an undisclosed occasion for separation.) Eph.5.24 
is regulated by the words  … Therefore as the church is subject unto 
Christ, so … (in this manner) let the wives be to their own husbands in 
every thing.  As the Lord never prompts his church to evil, so a wife 
has the power to judge a husband’s demands upon her.  She is no 
slave.  For good or for worse, the head of the woman is the man. 
(1Co.11.3; Eph.5.23) But the Lord has places safeguard for the wife 
against the evil propensities of some husbands.  As we read 
earlier,with all roles of subordination there are always higher 
authorities. (Ec. 5.8)  This can manifest especially in instances where 
the Lord saved one spouse and not the other. (1Co.7.13; 1Pe.3.1, 2) 

 
Question: Why are wives to submit or subject themselves to their own 
husbands?  A threefold answer: 1. Because it is fit in the Lord;  2. Because 
he is her head; 3.  Because to be otherwise would bring reproach upon the 
Lord.  

 
First Answer: … as to the Lord; or … as it [that is, submitting or 
subjecting yourselves] is fit in the Lord. (Eph.5.22; Col.3.18) 
 

fit, ἀνῆκεν, 3rd ps, perf, indic of a]nh<kw; Eph. 5.4, nor jesting, 

which are not convenient; Phile 8, injoin thee that which is 
convenient; Tyndale (1534) comely;  
 

O.E.D, convenient 5. Morally or ethically suitable or 
becoming; proper. obs. 1611 Bible Eph. v. 4. (refers to 
the word convenient. added) 



  Colossians Series 

17 
 

 
Contrary to what some might think, the English word 
convenient in this case does not mean that wives are to subject 
themselves to their own husbands when it is convenient for 
them to do so.  It means that they are to subject themselves to 
their own husbands because it is convenient in the Lord: 
agreeable, consistent, accordant, fitting, becoming, suitable in 
the Lord. 

 
Second Answer: Because he is her head and savior of the body, his 
family. (Eph. 5.23, 24)  By this subjection she contributes to the 
welfare of the family.  She, by so doing helps him to accomplish his 
goal, while reaching hers as well.  The wife shall be judged her 
stewardship of her husbands house. (guide, οικοδεσποτειν, 1Ti.5.14) 

 
Third Answer: That the Lord be not reproached, or, that the Word of 
God/His doctrine be not blasphemed. (Tit. 2.5, very same Greek verb 
as in 1Ti.6.1)  Wayward wives give occasion to those in unbelief to 
scoff at the Word of God for failing to honor their husbands.  The 
world knows how a proper house should be ordered. 
 

1Ti 5:14  I will therefore that the younger women … give none 
occasion to the adversary to speak (xar<in, to account) 

reproachfully (to rail, revile, reproach). 
 
Tit 2:5  To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient 
to their own husbands, that the word of God be not 
blasphemed βλασφημη ?ται. 

 
βλασφημη?ται, 3rd, ps, pres, subj. pass of blasfhme<w it 

should not be blasphemed; most often translated with 
the English word blaspheme; also reviled (1), rail (2), 
slanderous report (1), evil speak (9), defame (1)   

 
What is proper behavior for godly women?   
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Prepare the answer to this question with this: the way up is D-0-W-N.  
1Pe.5.5 ¶  Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. 
Yea, all of you be subject (u[potasso<menoi, part, pres, mid) one to 

another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, 
and giveth grace to the humble. 
6  Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that 
he may exalt you in due time: 
7  Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 

 
Answer: Young women should: (Stress that this directive is for young 
women until that they are past the child-rearing stage of life.) 
 

1Ti 5:14  I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear 
children (teknogonei?n, to beget), guide the house (oi]kodespotei?n, 

she is ‘stewardessing’ for her husband their house), give none 
occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully.  (It is understood 
that most men and women will marry.  It would be best if they 
remained unmarried [1Co.7.7], but it is not the norm. [Mt.19.11]) 

 
1Co.7.3  Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and 
likewise also the wife unto the husband. 
4  The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and 
likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the 
wife.  (Be faithful, not only in your hearts, to each other, but in your 
bodies.) 

 
Aged women can greatly assist younger women by sharing their 
past and faithful experience.   
Tit. 2.3  The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as 
becometh holiness, [Or, ‘be as a standard for comely dedication 
[which should be a greaet help to the younger women that come 
along later.] 

  
behavior, katasth<mati, dat, sing of kata<sthma, kata< 

according to, down, against +  i!sthmi to stand, establish, set; 

kata<sthma only used this once. 
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becometh holiness, i[eroprepei?j, acc, pl, fem of i[eropreph<j; 

i[ero<j KJV, holy things or Scriptures [perhaps, as in dedicated] 

+ pre<pei KJV, becometh, became, comely; fittingly dedicated. 

By now aged women should have become settled into this. 
 

not false accusers, not given  
 

given, dedoulwme<naj, acc, pl, fem, part, perf, pass of 

doulo<w; KJV in bondage, a servant; perhaps addicted. 

 
to much wine, teachers of good things [kalodidaska<louj, 

wholesome teachers, disciplers]; 
4  That they may teach the young women to be sober (all one word, 
swfroni<zwsi, pres, subj.; should make sound-minded, cf. above 

chart), to love their husbands, to love their children,  
 

Or, that they may train the young women/wives to have 
proper affections to their husbands and children.  There is a 
reproachable tendency in some young women to be flittering 
about. (1Ti.5.13)  These lack a proper, loving relationship as a 
wife and mother, much like the ostrich. 
 

Job 39.13 ¶  Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the 
peacocks? or wings and feathers unto the ostrich?  
14  Which leaveth her eggs in the earth, and warmeth 
them in dust, 
15  And forgetteth that the foot may crush them, or that 
the wild beast may break them. 
16  She is hardened against her young ones, as though 
they were not hers: her labour is in vain without fear; 
17  Because God hath deprived her of wisdom, neither 
hath he imparted to her understanding. 

 
It seems very strange that the Scriptures would say that the 
aged women should have to train young women to have 
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proper affections for their husbands and children.  But there 
seems to be an implicit assumption that with the influence of 
an ungodly culture the importance of the wife to making a 
good home and environment for her children are historically 
minimalized.  She will not be helped in the least by looking to 
any other place than to God Word. 
 
The aged Christian women are called upon, not necessarily to 
hold classes, but moreso, to instruct young women, about the 
business of being a godly home-maker.   
 
If you, as a young women, are going to take a husband, then 
determine that you will be a godly wife to that man and a 
godly mother to the children that you bear.  If that is not your 
goal then don’t call yourself a Christian.  You’re not.  You might 
be religious, but you’re not a Christian.  A Christian would have 
this goal. 
  

Feminism, Woman and Her Word, J. P. Porter, 1923, 
p.25, ‘There are women who detest the drudgery of 
house work and imagine that some other charcter of 
work would better suit their taste and talent.  It is a sad 
day when the wife considers herself in bondgage and 
deems her daily duties but drudgery. The love of God 
and of home will lend romance to the common-places of 
life, and glorify its toils and tears.  When “she hath done 
what she could,” she has done all that man can ask, or 
God requires.’ 

 
Young mothers need to tend to their children.  Her children 
have great need of her.  Never think that motherhood is not 
important.   
 

ibid., p. 26, ‘A French General, after talking to the 
mother of George Washington, said: “It is not surprising 
that America can produce such great men, since she can 
boast of such mothers.” James A. Garfield, after taking 
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the oath as President (20th President of the United 
States, added), turning to his mother said: “It’s all 
because of you, Mother.”  William McKinley, after taking 
the oath of office, turned and kissed his mother.’  

 
ibid., p.53, ‘Napoleon said, ‘The need of France is good 
mothers.’ 

 
The influence of mothers upon their children, and wives to 
their husbands is powerful.   

 
5  To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home (oi]kourou<j, house-

workers, home-makers; where khpouro<j is a garden-worker, 

qurwro<j is door-keeper, so she is to be a house-keeper], good, 

obedient [subjecting themselves, part, pres, mid] to their own 
husbands …  

 
1Pe3:1  Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; 
that, if any obey not the word, they also (or, even [though being 
disobedient], which can be placed ahead of if, even if) may without 
the word be won by the conversation of the wives; 
2  While they behold 
 

root e]popteu<w, e]pi upon, over, against +  o@ysomai to see: to 

be under observation; related to e]pi<skopoj; LXX cf. also 

e]po<pthn, Esther 5.1, God the overseer.  

 
they refers any.  This can be read, even if any do not obey the 
word.  KJV puts the Greek kai> with also may without the Word.  

  
your chaste [pure] conversation [coupled] with [e]n] fear. 

 
conversation, a]nastrofh>n, acc, sing of a]nastrofh<; a]na< 

re-, new, again +  stre<fw KJV, to turn; new-turn. 
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3  Whose adorning (ko<smoj, world, arrangement, order) let it not be 

that outward [adorning] of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, 
or of putting e]ndu<sewj on of apparel;  

4  But let it be the hidden man [a@nqrwpoj, the person, not male; 

perhaps moreso, referring to the Lord.] of the heart,  
in that which is not corruptible, [even the ornament] of a meek and 
quiet spirit,  
 

e]n t&?  a]fqa<rt&       tou?     pr%e<oj kai> h[suxi<ou  

in  the incorruptible   of the      meek   and    quiet 
 

pneu<matoj 

     spirit. 
 
which is in the sight [e]nw<pion, before] of God of great price. 

                                                                                  THE GREAT END. 
         

of great price, polutele<j, nom, sing, neu of polutelh<j, 

polu<j KJV much, great, many +  te<loj uttermost, end; 

opinion … the great end!  This is the goal.  THIS IS THE 
CHRISTIAN WOMAN.  

 
Question: For how long is she to be this man’s wife? 
 
Answer:  For as long as he lives. 
 

 Ro 7:2  For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to 
her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is 
loosed from the law of her husband. 

 
An example of a godly wife: 
1Pe.3.5  For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who 
trusted  
 

e]lpi<zousai, nom, pl, fem, part, pres, act of e]lpi<zw; KJV trust (18), 

hope (13); Or, trusting.  
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in [e]pi>] God, adorned  

                        ordered or arranged  
 

e]ko<smoun, 3rd p, pl, imperf, act of kosme<w, KJV, garnish, trim, adorn; 

it is the verb form for kosmo<j, world [order].  

 
themselves, being in subjection  
 

u[potasso<menai, nom, pl, masc, part, pres, mid. subjecting 

themselves.  
 
What are we going to see?  Sarah ordered or arranged her life for her 
husband Abraham.  She did this for no other person but her husband.  
She does not owe this to any other man. 

 
unto their own husbands: 
6  Even as Sara obeyed  
 

u[ph<kouse, 3rd ps, aor 1, ind of u[pakou<w, u[po< under +  a]kou<w to 

hear; u[pakou<w, KJV, obey (20), hearken (1, of Rhoda).  

 
Abraham, calling him lord [ku<rion]: whose daughters [te<kna, children] ye 

are,  
 

e]genh<qhte, 2nd p pl, aor 1, ind. pass of gi<nomai to be; Or, you are 

become; KJV, e]genh<qhte is found four times: Eph2.13, are made; 

1Th.1.6; 2.14, became; 1Pe.3.6, are. 
 
as long as ye do well,  
                         do [these] good [things.] 
 

do well, a]gaqopoiou?sai, nom, pl, fem, part, pres of a]gaqopoie<w; 

a]gaqo<j good +  poie<w to do. 

 
and are not afraid with any )( amazement. 
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)( untranslated, mhdemi<an in the Greek 7 times: no, without delay 

[making no delay], none. 
 
amazement, pto<hsin, acc sing of pto<hsij; the verb  is translated in 

the KJV, terrified (2; Lk.21.9, be not terrified: for these things must 
first come to pass; Lk.24.37, But they were terrified. 

 
Αἱ γυναῖκες ὑποτάσσεσθε τοῖς ἰδίοις ἀνδράσιν ὡς ἀνῆκεν ἐν κυρίῳ 

 

(Read Pv.31.10-31) 
 
Every woman ought to memorize this verse: Wives, be subject to your own 
husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.  The women who has this as their goal is to 
be commended.  

 


