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Acts 7: 30-36; “The Angel in the Bush”, Sermon # 31 in the series –  
“Laying the Foundations”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall on  

September 13th, 2015, in the Morning Worship.   
 
 

This morning we want to think about Moses’ relationship with Christ; for Moses did have a 
relationship with Christ, even though he was living in Old Covenant times, long before Christ 
ever came into the world in His Incarnation.  Moses was one of God’s elect among the nation of 
Israel.  Not all people who descended from Israel were spiritual Israel; that is, not all who were 
descended from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, were among the number of God’s elect people.  
There were some of Israel who did come to know the Lord, and they had a spiritual relationship 
with Christ in Old Covenant times; but there were also a good number who did not, even though 
they were physically born a Hebrew.  But Moses was a man of faith; he was a man of God.  
Although there were many types and shadows in the Old Testament Scriptures, still, the spiritual 
substance of salvation could be found in believing in the word concerning Christ.  So, this 
morning I want to relate to you the 3 significant truths which Christ revealed to Moses which 
helped him to understand what He was called to, as an Old Testament believer and leader of 
God’s people.  These same truths I will apply to us, as New Covenant, New Testament Christians 
so that we also can understand what we are called to, in our relationship with Christ.  1st of all – 
Moses was called to behold the glory of Christ with His Church.  2nd – Moses was called to learn 
the lessons of reverence and humility.  3rd – Moses was called to behold the holiness of Christ, 
and to order his own way aright before Him.  May each us come to see the importance of these 
same things in relation to our having been called by Christ to be one of the people of God.   
1st of all – Moses was called to behold the glory of Christ with His Church.  
(verses 30 and 31) 
       Verse 30 says: “And when forty years had passed, an Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
flame of fire in a bush, in the wilderness of Mount Sinai.”  “When Moses saw it, he marveled at 
the sight; and as he drew near to observe, the voice of the Lord came to him.”  What are we 
looking at here?  We are looking at the calling and commissioning of Moses to the ministry.  
Moses’ ministry was going to be to “the church in the wilderness”, as Stephen calls it in Acts 7: 
38.  The church in this case was an assembly of the Old Covenant people in the wilderness after 
they came out of their bondage in Egypt.  The Angel of the Lord who spoke to Moses here calls 
Himself “God” in verse 32, and I take it that this Person, who was speaking to Moses, was the 
pre-incarnate 2nd Person of the Divine Trinity; the pre-incarnate Christ.  Moses was here 
receiving the words of his commission to his people Israel, from Christ Himself.   Our Lord is 
telling him that He wants him to become the leader of the people of God in his generation.  He 
was being called here, at the beginning of his ministry, to behold the glory of Christ with His 
Church.   
       Christ’s Church is His people in both Old and New Testaments.  Christ’s Church are those 
who make up the one people of God under two different dispensations and two different 
covenants.  The Old Covenant dispensation was for the Jews as the only people of God in that 
time period; from Abraham the first Hebrew, to Christ, who was the fulfillment of the promises 
made to them.  When Christ came, He came to the Jews first, and preached to them.  Then after 
He died on the cross for the sins of all of God’s elect people in all generations, He was raised 
from the dead, and He then commissioned the apostles to preach the gospel to every creature.  
The New Testament is all about how Christ has broken down the barrier between Jew and 
Gentile and has made them into one new people in these New Testament times.  The gospel has 
come to us Gentiles as well.  It is not as though no Gentiles were saved during the time period of 
the Old Testament.   Moses himself married a Midianite woman.  But this particular revelation 
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given to Moses by Christ Himself, concerned the Old Testament Church and their being 
represented by the bush which was burning which was not consumed.  
        Through the ministry of this man Moses, Israel would receive the oracles of God; they would 
receive the law with all of its righteous moral commandments, and all of its ceremonial 
observances, and all of its civil statutes.  But what Moses saw, now, at this point, was a bush that 
was on fire, but the bush was not being consumed.  And he would come to know what the 
symbolic meaning was, by the time the Angel of the Lord had finished speaking with him.  The 
meaning of this revelation was that Israel was, at that time, in the burning fiery furnace of 
affliction, being slaves in Egypt, and being harshly mistreated.  They were a bush and yet they 
would not be consumed by this fire because Christ would be with them.  John Calvin says in his 
commentary on this place: “The bush is likened to the humble and despised people; their 
tyrannical oppression is not unlike the fire which would have consumed them, had not God 
miraculously interposed.” “Thus, by the presence of God, the bush escaped safely from the fire; 
as it is said in Psalm 46:1, that though the waves of trouble beat against the Church and threaten 
her destruction, yet “shall she not be moved,” for “God is in the midst of her.”  “Thus was the 
cruelly afflicted people aptly represented, who, though surrounded by flames, and feeling their 
heat, yet remained unconsumed, because they were guarded by the present help of God.”  
       Dear Christian, have you realized the preciousness of the truth that Christ is in the midst of 
His people in every generation?  Christ will be with His Church in all of her worst experiences in 
the furnace of affliction.  And He will bring His people out of them.  Sometimes even a Christian 
may believe that the Lord is angry with them; so angry that He would cut them off from all of 
His blessings.  But listen to how He speaks to Israel in Isaiah 48: 9-11: “For My name’s sake I 
will defer My anger, and for My praise I will restrain it from you, so that I do not cut you off.”  
“Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction.”  “For 
My own sake, for My own sake, I will do it; for how should My name be profaned?”  “And I will 
not give My glory to another.”  Afflictions do not always come because of our sins.  But they are 
designed in every case so that you might share in His holiness and be sustained in the fire.  
Isaiah 43: 1 – “But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob, and He who formed you, 
O Israel: ‘Fear Not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; You are Mine.”  
“When you pass through the waters I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow you.”  “When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, nor shall the flame 
scorch you, for I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.”  And Isaiah 64, 
verse 9 – “In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the Angel of his Presence saved them; in 
His love and in His pity He redeemed them; and He bore them and carried them all the days of 
old.”   
       Think also of what it says in Psalm 34: 17, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the 
Lord delivers him out of them all.”  “He guards all his bones; not one of them is broken.”  That 
verse which I just read to you refers in the primary sense to Jesus Christ Himself.  In John 19: 32 
it says that after Jesus died on the cross, “The soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of 
the other who was crucified with Him.”  “But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was 
already dead, they did not break His legs.”  And verse 36 says: “For these things were done that 
the Scripture should be fulfilled, “Not one of His bones shall be broken.”  If that is the case, you 
can see clearly how Christ can be with you in all of your afflictions.  He can be with you because 
He has suffered for you. And because He suffered on your behalf, He is well able to 
communicate spiritual blessings to you when you are in your lowest frame of mind.  Verse 17 of 
Psalm 34 says: “The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears, and delivers them out of all their 
troubles.”  “The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a contrite 
spirit.”  And verse 32 – “The Lord redeems the soul of His servants, and none of those who trust 
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in Him shall be condemned.”  You, like Moses, are called to behold the glory of Christ in His 
Church. 
2nd – Moses was called to learn the lessons of reverence and humility. (verse 32) 
        In verse 32 the Angel of the Lord says to Moses: “I am the God of your fathers – the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  “And Moses trembled and dared not look.”  
That is a new piece of information which is not found in text in Exodus; that Moses trembled 
and dared not look.”  We now need to go back, and also read the account of this incident in the 
book of Exodus because it gives us other points of valuable information.  Exodus 3: 1-3 says – 
“Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian.”  “And he led 
the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.”  “And the Angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush.”  “So he looked, and 
behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed.”  “Then Moses said, ‘I 
will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn.” It seems that at first 
Moses was inclined to look out of curiosity and behold the glory of Christ, the angel in the bush.  
And then the more that he heard, the more that he marveled over the fact that this was God who 
was speaking to him.  He began to tremble and he thought that he should not look at all.   
       Moses was learning the lesson of reverence.  When we want to do something great for the 
Lord, it will be good for us to remember what He says in Isaiah 66: 1 and 2 – “Thus says the 
Lord: ‘Heaven is My throne, and earth is My footstool.”  “Where is the house that you will build 
Me?”  “And where is the place of My rest?”  “For those things My hand has made, and all those 
things exist, says the Lord.”  “But on this one will I look: on him who is poor and of a contrite 
spirit, and who trembles at My word.”  King Solomon confessed that he could not build a house 
which would be suitable for God to dwell in.  In his day he confessed that “heaven and the 
heaven of heavens could not contain God.”  “How much less this temple which I have built!”  
“Yet,” he asked, “regard the prayer of Your servant and his supplication.”  This is the kind of 
attitude that we ought to have when we think about doing anything great for God; that there is 
nothing that we can do to add to God, or to pay Him back for everything that He has done for us 
in giving us Christ.  But we can pray to be of service to Him; to help in the building of His 
Church.  Whatever we build or do for God should flow out of an attitude that we are insufficient 
in ourselves to see anything as coming from ourselves, but our sufficiency is of Christ.  We have 
a real reverence for His name, and so we are contrite in spirit and we tremble at His word. 
       Well, forty years had now passed since Moses had struck down the Egyptian and hidden his 
body in the sand; at which time, he fled away to Midian.  He was now 80 years old, and now God 
was going to commission him to do the greatest work of His life.  Moses had learned the first 
lesson of humility well.  He no longer had any selfish ambition or pride at work in his heart.  He 
was not disappointed with God because of the fact that his brethren did not understand that he 
was going to be Israel’s deliverer from bondage. He was content not to be the leader of any 
movement or to do any great thing; but I think that he was content to live a simple life in the 
deserts of Midian.  But now he would have to learn the 2nd great lesson of humility; that he 
should indeed go and labor for God when He called him to do it.  Sometimes it is hard for us to 
learn that it is God who calls men to the ministry of His word.  God calls all Christians to follow 
him in reverence and humility.  He calls all Christians to consider what they might do for Him.  
But very few Christians are called to the ministry of the word of God and to the pastorate.  And 
when a man is called, he should remember that he is being called to do a great thing, to 
shepherd God’s people, His sheep.   
       It is important for you to know, that whether you are called to the ministry, or whether you 
are called to serve in the Church in some other context, you are being called to be faithful in 
whatever place he puts you.  I wonder if you can say this, those of you who want to be useful to 
the Lord?  Can you say that if God led you to a small town, a little ministry with just a few people 
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to watch over, or to work together with; that you would be able to be content there, taking care 
of a few sheep?  This is what he has done with me, and this is what he has done with you.  And 
what will come out of the day of small things?  Actually, in the lives of some of the greatest of 
God’s people, this has been the case at first; they were first faithful in taking care of a few sheep, 
and then one day they were called to something much, much greater.   
3rd – Moses was called to behold the holiness of Christ, and to order his own way 
aright before Him.  
       Verse 33 says: “Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take your sandals off your feet, for the place 
where you stand is holy ground.”  “I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in 
Egypt; I have heard their groaning and have come down to deliver them.”  “And now come, I will 
send you to Egypt.”  We have seen how Moses had to learn reverence and humility, and how he  
had to be willing to be content in the day of small things.  But Moses still had a problem which 
the Lord was dealing with in his life.  It was this: In the past, he had thought that he could take 
matters of justice into his own hands, and begin the deliverance of God’s people in his own way, 
and so he struck down the Egyptian who was oppressing one of his people, and hid his body in 
the sand.  And he had thought that he was going about this in the right way.  In other words, he 
ran before he was called.  
       But God, by His providential ordering of these events was showing Moses something that He 
wanted him to learn.  He wanted him to learn that taking matters into his own hands to enact 
justice, and using violence to do it, were not His way.  They were not God’s way then, and they 
are not God’s way now.  Our God is a holy God, and as such, He had a much better way in mind, 
of how He wanted to see Israel delivered from their bondage.  It would be by God’s raising 
Moses up to be a prophet.  Moses would be given God’s word and he would declare it to both 
Pharaoh and the children of Israel.  The Angel of the Lord, when He came to Moses, wanted him 
to see that He who was calling him was righteous and holy in all that he did.  He wanted Moses 
to know that he should follow His lead, and not try to get ahead of him.  God did not want the 
glory for all that would be done to go to Moses, in regard to Israel’s deliverance.  He wanted 
Moses to speak and to lead and to do all of these great and mighty works for His own name’s 
sake and for His glory.  He wanted Moses to be the leader of His people, humanly speaking, and 
to minister on His behalf.   He wanted Moses to recognize this, even before He commissioned 
Him.   
       He starts out by telling him to “take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you 
standing is holy ground.”  God was telling him that he wanted him to be His servant; not His 
equal in decision making.  It would be God Himself who would deliver Israel, and yes, He would 
use Moses to do it; but He would use Moses as a prophet to do it.  Instead of his becoming the 
popular leader of a movement, rousing up people in rebellion against authority, Moses would be 
the man who would deliver God’s word to Pharaoh.  Moses was a man who was mighty in words 
and actions, but he needed to have his spirit tempered so that he would truly be seeking God’s 
honor and glory in the deliverance of the people from their bondage in Egypt.  And he would 
truly be seeking the people’s highest welfare during the difficult process of their deliverance.   
       My brethren, let me apply this to you in this way: Christ is looking for people who are willing 
to become His servants when it comes to ministering in His Church.  He is not looking for those  
who can promote themselves the best.  He is looking for those who can promote Him the best.  
He is not looking for you to be seen as the great one.  He is looking for Himself to be seen as the 
great One, because He is the great One.  In order to do this, you must come to have the right 
attitude in the things that you go about to do and accomplish for Him. You must see the 
importance of your treating God as holy. To “take your sandals off your feet”, in a way of 
applying this to ourselves today, is to consciously realize, moment by moment, that God expects 
you to reverence His Person in the way that you speak and live.  He expects you to see Him as 
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the most important One to listen to and to pursue; that in living out your relationship with Him, 
in pursuing your desires and your goals in living the Christian life, you must believe that God 
knows what is best for you in particular.  And He will be leading you into the way of greater 
usefulness to Him if you will consciously cultivate holiness in your life.   
       What will this look like practically?  What can we learn from this text?  Let me give you some 
applications which I believe will help.  The cultivation of holiness is learning to walk with God 
and talk with God over the great issues of your life and your service to Him.  You worship Him as 
you learn from Him; knowing that you are a pilgrim in living your life to Him while you are here 
upon the earth.  Let me apply it to you in this way. Your most important interactions and 
learning will take place between you and God alone.  God has designed the Christian life in this 
way.  You serve the Lord Christ, not men.  This does not mean that you cannot learn from men, 
but in your learning should not be overly concerned about your becoming great in the eyes of 
men.  You will be wise if you are content with beholding the greatness and glory of Christ 
Himself; what He can do for you, and what He can do through you, as you serve Him.  You 
should remember this in all your study of books and in all your interactions with men.  In this 
holy way you will come to be content not to be looking to be praised by men as you go about your 
service for Christ.  You will be looking for the approval of God.   And thus you will glorify Him.   
       There was no man there with Moses when this call came to him.  He was alone with the 
Angel of the Lord in the desert.  But the time was coming when he would have millions of people 
surrounding him and all of them would be looking to him for wisdom, guidance, and instruction.  
Proverbs 18: 6 says: “A man’s gift makes room for him, and brings him before great men.” It is 
always good to remember, when you are learning theological truths from men who write books 
on them, that you not only stay close to the Scriptures, but that you abide in them.  This means 
that the primary focus of your reading and meditating ought to be upon the Bible, and not 
primarily upon the book or books that you are reading, which tell you about theology; as 
important as that is.  I am asking whether you are taking time to be holy?  Are you reading the 
Bible for yourself, so that you know it for yourself?  Is God speaking to your mind and heart 
through His word day by day?  Are you aware that the Holy Spirit is with you and is observing 
the thoughts of your heart; your desires and your ambitions?  Do you pray to the God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit and commit your way in prayer to the Divine Persons of 
the Godhead day by day? 
       I hope that you know that I have a love for good theology and the study of it.  I am hoping 
that each of us will become as theologically sound as we can in this church.  I pray that we will 
live, worship, and serve in accordance with the sound doctrine of the word of God.  But let me 
remind you that Christianity is not simply a matter of intellectual discussion or listening to your 
favorite teachers, no matter how intelligent and discerning they are spiritually.  It is a matter of 
Christ revealing Himself to you through the truth of the Scriptures so that you learn to interact 
first of all with Him, and then, in the right way with other people in the church.  Obtaining 
wisdom and cultivating holiness are a matter of your mind and heart being changed by the truth 
of the word of God so that you will listen to Him speaking to you in it.  It is a matter of your 
responding to the Scriptures and to Him, in faith and obedience, because you have a love of God 
Himself preeminently.  It really is a personal relationship with Christ, first of all, in relation to 
the Scriptures, with the Holy Spirit at work in your heart.  You are the bush, but the Holy Spirit  
is the fire; and He is leading you and guiding you into all the truth of God’s word in relation to 
your involvement with a local church, a flock of God’s people.   
       Being a faithful and a fruitful Christian  is your bringing that relationship with Christ into 
the context of your relationship with a local church.  You become a member of a local church so 
that you can receive good teaching and preaching from your pastor on a regular basis.  You listen 
to good preaching so that you will learn and grow up into Christ, and be a contributing member 
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of your local church.  Moses, after 40 years of quiet communion with God, shepherding a few 
sheep, and interacting with only a few people, was now ready for this greater revelation of God’s 
will for his life; how he could serve God.  Let us understand that he was going to have to learn 
many more lessons in his life, but God knew that he had learned enough at this point that He 
could now give Moses this revelation of His purpose, and what Moses’ part in it was going to be.  
Moses, who was rejected by his own people initially, to be their deliverer, actually became by the 
grace of God, the prince and deliverer who led them out of their bondage.  He brought them out, 
it says in verse 36 of our passage in Acts 7, “after he had shown wonders and signs in the land of 
Egypt, and in the Red Sea, and (he led them there) in the wilderness forty years.”  He was able to 
do these great things for God because the Angel who had spoken to him in the bush was with 
him.  May He be with each one of you as well.    
 
 
 
Supplemental material for the 2nd Point -  
Do you remember David, before he slew the giant Goliath?  What was he doing?  He was the 
youngest son in his family and 3 of his brothers were in Saul’s army; they were up at the line of 
battle, away from home.  And there David was, taking care of these sheep, out in the wilderness; 
taking care of their needs, and suddenly his father comes to him and says that he wants him to 
go and take some food to his brothers up at the line of battle.  Take the food up to your brothers, 
David, and then bring me back word of what’s happening up there.  But you see, this was God’s 
providence leading David to the greater thing of what He had called him to do.  His being 
faithful in little things, would lead him to be faithful in much.  It would lead to his becoming 
king one day.  So, it says in 1st Samuel 17: 20, “David rose early in the morning left the sheep 
with a keeper, and took the things and went as Jesse had commanded him.”   
       You see how faithful he was.  He didn’t simply leave the sheep out there without a keeper.  
He first provided for them, and then he went up.  What is very interesting is that when he did get 
up to the line, David immediately came into the situation of Goliath’s taunting of the armies of 
Israel.  The other men were telling him that the king had said that the man who killed Goliath 
would be enriched with great riches; he would get to marry the king’s daughter, and his father’s 
house would be exempt from paying taxes in Israel.  And David spoke up and asked them to tell 
him again about this, and then he made this very revealing comment. “For who is this 
uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?”  You see, David’s 
concern was not with his own coming to be rich and to know the material blessings that the king 
could give to him.  His great concern was with God’s honor, and with the way that this Philistine 
was treating God’s people.  This is how it ought to be with us as well.  Our greatest concern is 
God’s kingdom and His glory being defended and promoted.  Each of us must ask ourselves 
whether this is the case with us.   
       I hope that you can see, just how easily true zeal for the Lord of hosts can be side-tracked by 
those who themselves become jealous and would have honor simply for themselves rather than 
for God.  It says in 1st Samuel 15: 28 – “Now Eliab, David’s oldest brother heard when he spoke 
to the men; and Eliab’s anger was aroused against David, and he said, ‘Why did you come down 
here?”  “And with whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness?”  “I know the pride and 
the insolence of your heart, for you have come down to see the battle.”  “And David said, ‘What 
have I done now?”  “Is there not a cause?”  Dear Christian, there certainly is a cause in our day as 
well.  And he who is faithful in a little thing is faithful in much.  If you are faithful in the care of a 
few sheep, the Lord will entrust you with more yet, at the right time.  There is no need for any 
Christian to be selfishly ambitious.  There is a cause; of righteousness and truth, and you should 
promote it with all of your strength.  And do not pay attention to those who look on you with a 
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jealous eye.  All of those men at the line were afraid of Goliath.  But David was not afraid of him.  
He had killed the lion and the bear, and he knew that he could deal with this Philistine.  The real 
issue was not his natural gifts or his physical prowess; the real issue was God’s cause and 
delivering God’s people.  The thing that gave David this holy boldness was that the Lord was 
with him. 


