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Let's go to the book of Acts 20. As Paul has sent for the Ephesian elders, he gives them a 
statement that summarizes the core, you might even say the foundation of what his 
preaching and teaching ministry was and it should be the core and the foundation for 
what we are about and particularly as we go into this fall outreach, this is why we go into 
this fall outreach.

Acts 20, beginning in verse 17,

17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the 
church. 18 And when they had come to him, he said to them, "You 
yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with 
you the whole time, 19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears 
and with trials which came upon me through the plots of the Jews; 20 how 
I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and 
teaching you publicly and from house to house, 21 solemnly testifying to 
both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

So the apostle is getting toward the end of his ministry, he's talking to the elders of the 
local church in Ephesus and he said, "You know how hard it was. You know the trials we 
went through. My own brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, the Jews, the 
religious people of the day, the people who believe the Bible, the people who testified of 
the coming Christ, they have had many plots and ploys against me to undermine me, to 
ruin me, even to destroy me. But in the midst of all that," verse 20, "I did not shrink 
back," he says. "I kept on doing the primary foundational thing of preaching to all men 
everywhere of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Matthew Henry in his 
commentary made a simple statement that it just kind of grabbed me and I thought, 
"Yes." As we go into this unique effort, this season of time when we're trying to 
challenge ourselves to pray for the lost and go after the lost, I believe this statement will 
help us. "Repentance and faith are sacred duties." Think about that. Repentance and faith 
are sacred duties. Men have a duty before God to repent and believe in his Son, Jesus 
Christ. We have a duty before God to live as those who are repenters and, if you will, 
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those who are faithers in our Lord Jesus Christ and it is right, it is good, it is necessary 
that we tell all men everywhere that all men everywhere have a duty to God to repent of 
their sins and place faith in his Son.

Now, we've been looking heavily at the divine side of salvation which is the whole side 
of salvation or both sides really, but there is the reality of God's sovereign purposes in 
men taking responsibility to preach and teach and share and urge and command and beg 
even sometimes, others to repent and believe. I've heard so many stories through the 
years where moms, godly, saintly moms and grandmoms would appeal and plead to their 
children and their children's children of their duty to repent and believe and that's what 
we're about in this fall outreach. Don't think this is some kind of a difficult thing. That is 
a primary duty that all men have and we are helping them and loving them and glorifying 
God when we urge, encourage, implore, or at least invite folks and say, "Come have 
supper with me. Come on Monday night. Come on Tuesday night. Young people, come 
on Wednesday night. Hey, meet my friend on Friend Day because I want you to hear you 
have a duty before God to repent and place your faith in Jesus Christ."

Three things about this work of going after the lost. First of all, it must be done out of a 
passion for God's glory. You know, we have a phrase here, several phrases we try to keep 
before us and one of them starts with being glory of God focused. That's got to drive you. 
I told the pastors in London at the conference this last year, I'm in my 35th year here and I 
said, "How do you keep going after 35 years and certainly they get tired of me." I haven't 
gotten tired of you but surely you're getting tired of me but how does it keep working? 
There is only way: that we see beyond each other and we see the glory of God is on the 
line. That's worth the effort. That's worth the prayer. That's worth the money for the food 
to say, "Hey, come eat supper with us." 

By the way, over and over and over in Scripture we see our Lord and others using 
mealtimes as a great time to sit down with people and tell them the truth. It's just a great 
convenient thing to do and, you know, we're not about fads and gimmicks. They spiced it 
up a  little bit with the SEC thing. I couldn't care less about the SEC thing. I want people 
to know about Christ. And those things are fun, they're okay, but they're about this big 
and the Gospel is Mount Everest, alright? 

So those things are fine and good but we want folks to understand they need to know 
Christ and we know that when men do repent and they do place faith in Jesus Christ, God 
gets great glory. Look, folks, look, if we will pray and believe that God will save some 
people through his Gospel that he might get glorified, I’m telling you, God will do it. He 
will do it. Now, here's the way God usually works: it's not the one you think. You'll invite 
four people and they'll yawn at the end of the service and say, "Who was that guy? John 
O. who?" They just won't affect them at all. Then somebody you hadn't thought about in 
6, 8, 10 years ago will get gloriously converted and we see that all the time. It's just not 
who you think sometimes but we're to go after the lost. It's a duty we have. I'm not saying 
all of you are called to preach like the Apostle Paul or like Jeff Noblit. Not all of you feel 
real comfortable confronting people boldly and openly. I'm not condemning you for that 
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but all of us can get in on the effort of seeing others come to do that sacred duty God 
requires of all men: repent of your sins and place your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Well, the glory of God has got to drive us. Secondly and I would say subservient to the 
first, a compassion for the lost should drive us. There is a sense in that we have 
compassion for men. We'll try to elaborate on this a little bit more in a moment. I'm going 
to let you...we're going to start praying in just a minute and I’m not even going to get 
started good.

Thirdly, it's to be done in total dependence upon God. You are a mature congregation. 
Just because we grasp, we hold to, we don't grasp it all but we hold to all that the 
Scripture teaches about God's sovereignty, we equally hold to that God's sovereignty 
includes our prayer, our work, our efforts and our wanting to tell every man everywhere, 
"If you'll believe on Christ he will save you." Amen? Are you with me on that balance? 
No hyper Calvinists out here, I’ll get ya. Alright? We believe in God's sovereignty but 
God has called us to be a part of his work for his glory.

You know, we have to remind ourselves that God is holy and he must judge sin. All the 
people you know in the Shoals area, all of your family members, all of your children, all 
of your grandchildren, all your work associates, all of your neighbors, all of your friends 
at school who have not come to Christ are under the holy, just judgment of God. God is 
true, God is holy and God is upright and all men have flagrantly dishonored him. They 
have denied him and they have disobeyed him and it is true that the wrath of God 
properly stands over sinners like a mighty eagle swoops over his prey with his fierce 
razor-sharp talons extended ready to plunge them deep into its flesh. That's why the Bible 
says we are condemned already. The wrath of God hangs over men.So there is a sense of 
wanting to see God's glory and grace administered to them and that we want to see them 
with compassion escape the wrath of God that is over them. He who believes in him is 
not judged, but he who does not believe has been judged already because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

The wrath of God. Listen to me, I know our world ignores this. I know this is scoffed at 
and even a good if not large majority of evangelicals today shy away and shrink back 
from this but listen: the wrath of God is aimed at man and locked on man like a nuclear 
missile is locked on its target. We should be aware of that.

Now, you know, we read about like a glorious revival like at Pentecost in Acts 2 and all 
the people were scattered and as the people scattered the Bible talks about them 
preaching the word everywhere they went. Well, that was a unique, one time event. I'm 
not telling you that every week of our lives we ought to be spend 12 hours a week in the 
streets shouting to everybody to repent and believe. Now, God may sweep down an 
anointing of the Spirit and that may spontaneously happen but that's not what we are 
probably to be doing day in, day out, week in, week out, over 50 years of life. But God's 
church does sense that there are times when we set apart our minds, we set apart our 
hearts and we set apart our energies and say, "Let's go after the lost. Let's find somebody 
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we can get in on bringing them under the preaching of the Gospel because the wrath of 
God is upon them."

We remind ourselves that he has shown his incomparable love in giving his Son for 
sinners. God in his great glory has love for men and desires that they be saved from this 
just and imminent judgment. Man cannot, man could not save himself but God in his 
great love has sent his Son to be the Savior. We never use the verse because it was used 
so much and has been used so much but think on it again, "For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not perish," 
should not perish, that means the wrath and the judgment of God upon them forever, "but 
have everlasting life." What a gift. What a beautiful and wonderful gift.

I'm going to have to skip tons of stuff. Paul as he writes to the Ephesian elders says, 
"Okay, here's the core, the foundation of what I wanted to tell you and even though it was 
tough, the Jews were against me, nobody wanted this message, nobody wanted us doing 
these things and preaching these doctrines but I did not shrink back from declaring to you 
everything that was profitable summed up in preaching repentance toward God and faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ." And we remind ourselves that man is in a terrible, terrible 
predicament. 

As a matter of fact, let me see if I can find it in my notes. I've skipped over so much I 
don't know where I am. Let's talk about from our own statement of faith repentance of 
faith toward God. In our statement of faith, the statement on repentance says, "Being 
deeply convinced of our guilt, our danger and our helplessness." Now listen, the Spirit of 
God using the word of God comes upon men and they start becoming deeply convinced 
of their guilty, the danger they're in before a true, just and holy God and their 
helplessness to fix it in and of themselves. What a predicament. We are deeply 
convinced. This means a true godly sorrow of our great guilt, of our great danger. The 
danger men are in and that's something, again, that evangelicals shrink back from. 

We're not preaching like this anymore. When was the last time you heard of preaching 
about men are in danger before this holy God who is a God of justice and must punish all 
wrong and must punish all sin? Remember when the disciples talked to Jesus about the 
Galileans? As they were giving their sacrifices, Pilate had them slaughtered, executed, 
and had their blood mingled with the blood of their sacrifices and the Jews interpreted 
that as being, "Those men must have been horrible sinners for God to allow that fate to 
come upon them." Then they said, "Well, there's a tower at Siloam and the tower fell on 
some folks and killed all those people," and again, the Jews would interpret that as to 
mean, "Well, they must have been horrible sinners. They must have been in grave danger 
before God. That's why he brought that judgment to bear on them." And Jesus looked at 
every, listen, every, listen, every one of them and said, "Unless you repent, you'll all 
likewise perish."

The danger men are under. He said, "Do you not understand the danger that you face as a 
sinner in the hands of an angry God?" And then our helplessness. This is from our 
statement of faith that when we repent, it starts by being deeply convinced of our guilt. 

Page 4 of 6



We stand guilty before God. We're in danger of his wrath and judgment and we are 
helpless to fix ourselves. But it goes on: also deeply convinced of the way of salvation 
through Jesus Christ and there is salvation in no one else for there is no other name under 
heaven that's been given among men whereby we must be saved.

Now, our confession goes on: and we turn with unfeigned, that means sincere, genuine, 
unfeigned contrition, confession and supplication for mercy. Contrition is the idea of 
deep sorrow because we have sinned against God. Confession means just honestly. 
Unfeigned, just honestly. "God, it is I. I am the one. I am guilty. I stand before you as 
undone." And an unfeigned supplication for mercy. 

Now look, we're not saying that when a 12 year old boy or girl comes to know Christ as 
Savior they can articulate all this. That's not what we're saying but we're saying as you 
teach them these biblical truths they will say, "Yes, that's the way I feel. Yes, I do 
understand that." You see, because the Spirit has wrought that work upon them and in 
their hearts.

Then we continue on in our statement of faith. Then it says: we hardly receive the Lord 
Jesus Christ as prophet, priest and king and relying on him as the only and all-sufficient 
Savior. First of all, hardly receiving him, acknowledging his claims and placing faith in 
him and thereby yielding all allegiance to him. Now, prophet, priest and king. Again, 12 
year old boy or girl or adult man who comes to faith in Christ could not articulate these 
points but as you describe them to him from the word of God or teach them to him he 
would say, "Yes." First of all, we hardly receive him as prophet which means the truth of 
God. Once a man is truly saved and you open the Bible and teach them and you say, "Do 
you believe this is the truth of God and it is profitable for you and it's what you need to 
guide your life?" Do you know what they'll say if they're converted? "Yes, I do. Yes, I 
do. I do believe that's God's truth and God's word for me." That means they're receiving 
Jesus as prophet.

Then we hardly receive him as priest. If you ask them, "Do you believe Christ is the only 
way your sins can be forgiven and faith in Jesus and his death for you on the cross is the 
only way you can be united with God?" You can tell a little boy that the Spirit has done a 
work in his heart and then he'll say, "Yes, I believe that. I believe he's the only way. He's 
the only priest that can mediate and connect a holy God with sinful men."

And then we hardly receive him as prophet, priest and then as king. It means I gladly own 
him as my absolute dictator. Did you hear that? Jesus is not just your kind helper to give 
you a better life now. He's Lord. And you can tell a man that's truly been converted, you 
can tell him that's what the Scripture says, "Do you have a desire, you'll never do it 
perfectly this side of heaven but is your genuine heart's desire, I want to honor Christ as 
my Lord?" Do you know what he'll say? "Yes. Help me. I want to be that way." Can I get 
an amen there? "Yes, I want to honor him as my Lord."

That's what our confession of faith and I say "ours," we pulled our confession out of the 
New Hampshire confession which was pulled out of the London confessions which 
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comes from our rich Baptist heritage of people who went to the word of God for their 
doctrine, not to church authority. We don't agree with Rome, the Roman church, which 
tells us that the church produced the Bible. Are you listening? It's very tricky. They'll tell 
you, "Well, the church produced the Bible." What they're saying is, "We're the source of 
truth. We give you the Bible and all the other stuff you need to believe to know God." 
No, we say, "Now, you've got it radically backwards. The Bible produces the church. 
You preach this sacred book and the truth of God's word converts souls and makes God's 
church." A radically different viewpoint. That's why we're baptisitic and that's why we're 
protestant in nature because we know God's truth changes men's hearts and causes them 
to be believers on Christ and the truth does not originate with the church, the truth 
originates with God's word and produces the church.

So we hardly receive him as prophet, priest and king. We cast ourselves on his mercy and 
on his sufficiency to save us. So I want us to actually pray through these things tonight, 
actually go before God and ask God, "Would you do these works? Would you bless our 
efforts? And help us to see men, women, old folks, medium aged folks, younger folks, 
come to that place in their lives where they have, look, where they understand and are 
willing to do those sacred duties?" When you go out and you ask somebody to come in, 
look, this is like telling a thirsty man where there is water. I mean, they are accountable to 
God to repent and believe on Christ. We've got to tell them that and God's means 
primarily is his preaching of the Gospel and we're going to get that. I hope we get it every 
Sunday, amen? But we're going especially to get a heavy dose of it the week of our fall 
outreach.

Alright, let me get this organized and I’ll just lead us in prayer as we intercede. I'm glad I 
ran across these notes. They're 20, well, I don't know how old. They're real old. I wish I 
could have shared it all with you but I told you that we would start praying at 7 and that's 
what I’m going to do.

Page 6 of 6


