
III. FOCUS ON GRATITUDE (45:12-15) 
 

“in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you.”        I Thessalonians 5:18 

 

 A. Express gratitude for your future (vs 12-13) 
 

“18 “Do not remember the former things, Nor 

consider the things of old.  

19 Behold, I will do a new thing, Now it shall spring 

forth; Shall you not know it? I will even make a road 

in the wilderness And rivers in the desert.”   

Isaiah 43:18-19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 B. Express gratitude for your family (vs 14-15) 
 

“giving thanks always for all things to God the 

Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,”   

      Ephesians 5:20 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Discover how Joseph from the Old Testament went from the 

pit of disappointment to the pinnacle of success and how 

God can do the same in your life.  This six part series 

features the following messages: 

 

            Aug 16     What To Do On The Worst Day Of Your Life 

Aug 23     What To Do When Temptation Comes Knocking 

Aug 30     What To Do When You Are Stabbed In The Back 

Sep 6        What To Do When You Feel Forgotten 

TODAY   What To Do When It All Goes Wrong 

Sep 20      What To Do When You Are Back On Top 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. TEXT: Genesis 45:1-15 (Pew Bible/Pg. 34/Old Test) 
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WHAT TO DO WHEN THINGS GO WRONG 

 

I. FOCUS ON GOD (45:1-9) 
 

“7 so that, on the contrary, you ought rather to forgive and 

comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up with 

too much sorrow.  

8 Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love to him.”   

     II Corinthians 2:7-8 

 

 A. Focus on the salvation of God (vs 1-7) 
 

“23 Him, being delivered by the determined purpose 

and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by 

lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; 

24 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of 

death, because it was not possible that He should be 

held by it.”          Acts 2:23-24 

 

“4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God 

sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law,  

5 to redeem those who were under the law, that we 

might receive the adoption as sons.”  Galatians 4:4-5 

 

 B. Focus on the sovereignty of God (vs 8-9) 
 

“28 And we know that all things work together for 

good to those who love God, to those who are the 

called according to His purpose.  

29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 

be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might 

be the firstborn among many brethren.”   

          Romans 8:28-29 

 

“3 For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then 

sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains 

upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.  

4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this 

Day should overtake you as a thief.”   

  I Thessalonians 5:3-4 

 

“The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those 

things which are revealed belong to us and to our children 

forever, that we may do all the words of this law.”   

          Deuteronomy 29:29 

 

II. FOCUS ON GRACE (45:10-11) 
 

Grace is unmerited favor.  It means to get something you do 

not deserve. 

 

 A. Speak words of grace (vs 10-11) 
 

“4 that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. 

5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, 

redeeming the time.  

6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned 

with salt, that you may know how you ought to 

answer each one.”              Colossians 4:4-6 

 

T.H.I.N.K. Before You Speak: 

 

T – is it true? 

 

H – is it helpful? 

 

I – is it inspiring? 

 

N – is it necessary? 

 

K- is it kind? 

 

B. Do works of grace (vs 10-11) 
 

“Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 

good.”        Romans 12:21 

 


