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GIVE GLORY TO HIS NAME, NOT US 

Psalm 115: 1-18 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

Colin Chapman, in his book, “The Case For Christianity,” quotes Ugandan Bishop 

Festo Kivengere's account of the 1973 execution by firing squad of three men from 

his diocese (the district churches he superintended). February 10 began as a sad 

day for us in Kabale. People were commanded to come to the stadium and witness 

the execution. Death permeated the atmosphere. A silent crowd of about three 

thousand was there to watch. I had permission from the authorities to speak to the 

men before they died, and two of my fellow ministers were with me. They brought 

the men in a truck and unloaded them. They were handcuffed and their feet were 

chained. The firing squad stood at attention. As we walked into the center of the 

stadium, I was wondering what to say. How do you give the gospel to doomed men 

who are probably seething with rage? We approached them from behind, and as 

they turned to look at us, what a sight! Their faces were all alight with an 

unmistakable glow and radiance. Before we could say anything, one of them burst 

out: "Bishop, thank you for coming! I wanted to tell you. The day I was arrested, in 

my prison cell, I asked the Lord Jesus to come into my heart. He came in and 

forgave me all my sins! Heaven is now open, and there is nothing between me and 

my God! Please tell my wife and children that I am going to be with Jesus. Ask 

them to accept Him into their lives as I did." The other two men told similar 

stories, excitedly raising their hands, which rattled their handcuffs. I felt that what I 

needed to do was to talk to the soldiers, not to the condemned. I translated what the 

men had said into a language the soldiers understood. The military men were 

standing there with guns cocked and bewilderment on their faces. They were so 

dumbfounded that they forgot to put hoods over the men's faces! The three faced 

the firing squad standing close together. They looked toward the people and began 

to wave, handcuffs and all. The people waved back. Shots were fired, and the three 

were with Jesus. We stood in front of them, our own hearts throbbing with joy, 

mingled with tears. It was a day never to be forgotten. Though dead, the men spoke 

loudly to all of Kigezi District and beyond, so that there was an upsurge of life in 

Christ, which challenges death and defeats it. The next Sunday, I was preaching to 

a huge crowd in the home town of one of the executed men. Again, the feel of 

death was over the congregation. When I gave them the testimony of their man, 

and how he died, there erupted a great song of praise to Jesus! Many turned to the 

Lord there. Psalm 115 also followed a time of weeping with a time of joy. 

 

One possible title for this psalm might well be—“May the Almighty vindicate the 

honor of His Name. “In this psalm, the Lord had given His redeemed and returned 

exiles, who had been weeping for years, 70 years under the discipline of 
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Babylonian Captivity, God had given them great cause to rejoice. But their pagan 

neighbors hadn’t learned the lesson that God had taught Israel in those 70 long 

years of captivity. They all had their many idols. Israel wanted to give God the 

glory in front of their idolatrous neighbors. The neighbors asked the question posed 

in verse 2—“Where is your God?” Jerusalem now had no idols in their city, and 

after building the temple, no idol in their temple. It reminds me of what the apostle 

Paul found when he visited and preached in Athens, Greece. Acts 17:16 states, 

“Now while Paul was waiting for them (Silas and Timothy), his spirit was 

provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of idols.” This question, 

“Where is your God?” gave the returned Jewish exiles the opportunity to contrast 

the false gods of their neighbors with the One true and living God of Israel, the 

God who miraculously brought them back home to Jerusalem. 

 

This psalm was written as a ceremonial litany or liturgical prayer. The psalmist or 

leader of the psalm opened reading or singing verse one. The people responded in 

verses 2-8. The liturgical choir sang verse 9-11 and the people again responded in 

verses 12-13. The priests with the choir spoke verses 14-15 and the people closed 

the litany in verses 16-18. This psalm was probably written to celebrate the 

dedication of the second temple completion—Ezra 6:16. It addresses not only 

where Israel’s God is but what kind of a God He is. Today, may we turn to Psalm 

115 to learn to answer those who ask us, “Where is your God?” May we learn the 

five-fold answer as to where our God is and what kind of a God He is: Here are the 

five declarations of our litany to our God! 

 

YOU ARE OUR REIGNING GOD! (I.) We read in verses 1-3, “Not to us, 

O Lord, not to us, but to Your name give glory, for the sake of Your steadfast love 

and Your faithfulness! Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?” Our 

God is in the heavens; He does all that he pleases.” Where was the God of Israel 

who is also our God? Where is our God? We may worship Him crying out, “You 

are our reigning God.” You reign in heaven on Your glorious throne. You reign as 

the sovereign God of the universe. We can affirm with this psalmist, “Your throne 

is founded on steadfast love, mercy (hesed) and truth/faithfulness.” Our God is a 

covenant God who chose us and loves us. The Jews were not saying they were 

worthy but they pled the mercy and truth of God. Because they had gone into 

captivity—a 70 year long trip to the woodshed, the pagan neighbors were saying, 

“You have no God at all.” The Jews knew better. They knew their God was in the 

heavens. They knew that His power, exercised for them or withheld, was all 

directed by His will—“He does what He pleases. God does at times hide His face 

from us His people. Though He reigns, at times He seems to have forsaken us. 

Beloved, remember God’s delays are not His desertion. God has not promised to 
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keep us from all trouble, but to be with us and help us in trouble. He has not 

promised us a smooth passage, but He has guaranteed us a safe landing. All of us 

should shout with the psalmist, “Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to Your name 

give glory, for the sake of Your steadfast love and Your faithfulness!” We soon 

will rejoice in glory as Rev. 19: 6 declares, “Then I heard what seemed to be the 

voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of 

mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the 

Almighty reigns.” The song writer Tom Booth well wrote, “How lovely on the 

mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, good news; announcing 

peace, proclaiming news of happiness: our God reigns, our God reigns! Our God 

reigns, our God reigns, our God reigns, our God reigns! Secondly, we can cry out,  

 

YOU ARE OUR LIVING GOD! (II.) Notice verses 4-8. ‘Their idols are silver 

and gold, the work of human hands. They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but 

do not see. They have ears, but do not hear; noses, but do not smell. They have 

hands, but do not feel; feet, but do not walk; and they do not make a sound in their 

throat. Those who make them become like them; so do all who trust in them.” As 

this declaration is being made, be certain that only a remnant of Israelites returned 

from captivity to Jerusalem as is born out in Ezra 2 and Nehemiah 4: 1-5. The 

results of the restoration were not so high that the Israelites were overjoyed always. 

Listen as Ezra tells the story in Ezra 3: 12, 13. “But many of the priests and Levites 

and heads of the fathers’ houses, old men who had seen the first temple, wept with 

a loud voice when the foundation of this temple was laid before their eyes. Yet 

many shouted aloud for joy, so that the people could not discern the noise of the 

shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people, for the people shouted 

with a loud shout, and the sound was heard afar off.” And in the mixed emotions of 

the Jews, the neighboring idolatrous Samaritans found cause to mock the Jews and 

say, “Where now is their God?” Nehemiah 4: 1-3 tells of the mocking. “Now 

when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was angry and greatly 

enraged, and he jeered at the Jews. And he said in the presence of his brothers and 

of the army of Samaria, “What are these feeble Jews doing? Will they restore it for 

themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish up in a day? Will they revive the 

stones out of the heaps of rubbish, and burned ones at that?” Tobiah the Ammonite 

was beside him, and he said, “Yes, what they are building—if a fox goes up on it 

he will break down their stone wall!” In the face of this mockery, the Psalmist is 

saying to Israel—“Let’s sing our song about our reigning, our living God. The 

Samaritans mocked Israel, but this part of Psalm 115 is biting sarcasm that reminds 

us of Elijah’s words to the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel. When we have our 

living God, we are free to say of all other idols—“Their faculties do not function.” 

If mouths cannot speak and eyes cannot see, and ears cannot hear and noses cannot 
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smell, and hands cannot touch, and feet cannot walk, and throats cannot make a 

sound, of what use are idols that all have eyes, ears, noses, hands, feet, and throats? 

What’s even worse in the psalmist’s words are these words in verse 8—“Those 

who make them become like them and so do all who trust in them.” The greatest 

tragedy for idolaters is not what their idols cannot do but what those idols do to 

them when they worship them. We become like the God or idol-gods we worship. 

 

Listen, beloved, our God is living. Though our God is Spirit, and apart from the 

incarnation, God the Father has no body, John 4: 24, yet our God has a mouth and 

He speaks to us His people in His word, and He speaks to us in our hearts by His 

Spirit. He has spoken to me this past week. Our God has eyes that offer us His 

oversight and His protection. Our God has ears and He hears us and hears our cries 

and our prayers. Our God has smelling ability for II Corinthians 2: 15, 16 declares, 
 “For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and 

among those who are perishing, to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other 

a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things?” Our living God 

has hands. His fingers made this universe—Psalm 8: 3 and His arm has brought us 

His salvation. (Isaiah 53: 1 and Isaiah 41: 10 tells us “I will uphold you with my 

righteous right hand.” Our God has feet for Isaiah 46: 3-4—He has borne us and 

carried us since birth and Isaiah 43: 2, He walks with us through the floods and the 

rivers and the fire and flame. Our God has a throat and He is personified by 

wisdom in Proverbs 1:20 as He cries aloud in the street to reprove us. Thirdly,  

 

YOU ARE OUR GIVING GOD! (III.) Notice verses 9-11. “O Israel, trust in 

the Lord! He is their help and their shield. O house of Aaron, trust in the Lord! 

He is their help and their shield. You who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord! He is 

their help and their shield.” This declaration is our shout out, our cry that we can 

trust in our giving God. This psalmist is all about encouraging the discouraged 

remnant that have returned from Babylon to Jerusalem. Beloved, every day we 

face set-ups—the enemy is out to take our jobs away, and to prevent us from 

getting jobs. But the cry is—‘Trust in the Lord! He is their/our help and their/our 

shield.” He will provide all our needs—He will give you a job, beloved. The 

Hebrew word for help is ezer. It is the word for help, aid, and amazingly for our 

wives—our ezers, our help meet—Genesis 2: 18,20. God is willing to also be our 

ezer! In I Samuel 7: 12, Samuel built an eben—stone ezer, a stone of help—for 

hitherto has the Lord helped us. Today, I thank God He is my stone or rock of help, 

my ezer, my Ebenezer, and he has given many of you to me to be my ezers—my 

helpers. God, You are such a giving God. He also is our shield. The Hebrew word 

is magen or meginnah. This shield is what. It means defense. The shields of that 

day were often the scaly hides of a crocodile—virtually impenetrable and the word 
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also means a high hedge. We sing, “Thou, O Lord, art a shield about me, You’re 

my glory, you’re the Lifter of my head.” Beloved, folk can mock us, out-talk us, 

stalk us, and attempt to defrock us. But we have an ezer and a meginnah, we have a 

divine Helper and a divine hedge, shield, and defense. Are you in trouble, are you 

in a wilderness with no way out, are you overpowered and overcome, are you 

being attacked, are you being scorned, are you being mocked, are you being judged 

and misjudged, are you being falsely accused, are you being criticized and set up 

for failure and being fired? Cry out to our giving God—He is our help and our 

shield! This is great call to trust God. Only trust Him, Only trust Him. Only trust 

Him now. He’ll give to you, He’ll give to you, He’ll give to you now! Trusting 

means to confide and to commit yourself entirely to Him and leave the matter 

there. Do you fear and reverence the Lord?—v. 11. Then trust Him now. 4thly,  

 

YOU ARE OUR BLESSING GOD! (IV.) Notice verses 12-15. “The Lord has 

remembered us; He will bless us; He will bless the house of Israel; He will 

bless the house of Aaron; He will bless those who fear the Lord, both the small and 

the great. May the Lord give you increase, you and your children! May you be 

blessed by the Lord, who made heaven and earth!” The blessing of God is that He 

who has done it before will do it again. His past track record is our guarantee of 

our future. He who has given, will give again. There is no doubt about God’s 

ability and His name, “the Lord” carries in the name the willingness of God to give 

us His increase. This word increase is the precious heart of all God’s blessings. 

The Hebrew word for increase is yacaph. Yacaph means to add, to augment, to 

continue to do what He’s done before, to do it again, to surpass what has been done 

in the past, and it means to add a new quality to our joy and our praise. It suggests 

something new God is yet about to do. Our blessing God will not quit blessing 

those whom He remembers. He has set His seal on us and engraved us on the 

palms of His hands. He blesses those who fear him, v. 13. The word here for fear is 

wonderful. It is yare. Yare means to stand in awe of God. Beloved, what is it right 

now that is un-openable for you? What is it that is too high for you, too hard for 

you, too stretching for you, too unbelievable for you to claim in prayer? Stand in 

awe of God! Reverence Him! Fear Him! Don’t think you are too tiny, too 

unimportant for Him to bless you. Verse 13 tells us He blesses both the small and 

the great. Claim what you are in awe of God for—for both you and your children!- 

v. 14 Jump on this now brothers and sisters, moms and dads, grandmas and 

grandpas! Pray it today—tomorrow, continually—v. 14—“May You Lord give me 

Your increase, both for me and for my children—now name them one by one. Now 

go on to verse 15 and continue—Father, bless us as parents and our children, for 

we stand in awe of You, for You are the maker of heaven and earth! Nothing is too 

hard for You? –Pray as Abraham prayed in Genesis 18: 14 who promised a son to 
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Abraham at age 100 and Sarah at age 90 because He is the Blessing God and 

through that child of promise—pointing ultimately to Jesus, all families of the 

earth will be blessed.  Fifthly and lastly, You are not only our reigning God, our 

living God, our giving God, and our blessing God. You are: 

 

YOU ARE OUR LORD GOD! (V.) Notice verses 16-18. “The heavens are 

the LORD's heavens, but the earth He has given to the children of man. The dead do 

not praise the LORD, nor do any who go down into silence. But we will bless 

the LORD from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD!” God’s blessing 

is mentioned five times in verses 12-15, but notice, the word Lord is mentioned 

four times in the last three verses, but 13 times in the whole psalm. The word Lord 

in the Hebrew is found 10 times and comes from the Hebrew word Yehovah, 

Yahweh, or Jehovah. It means the self-existent eternal God. The Hebrew letters 

YHWH is so sacred to the Jews, they just say Lord in the Hebrew, Adonai. 

Jehovah or Yahweh is the word for “I AM.” Beloved, our “I AM, the Lord God is 

able to fill in all the blanks for us in every single need of our lives. He uses 

miracles, people He calls to His side, light He gives, food and manna He supplies 

and there is no need we have that He will not meet. He is our Lord God!” Yet three 

times in the psalm, another Hebrew word is used for Lord—all three are found in 

these last two verses-17,18. The Word is just Yah! This word is used to praise the 

Lord, and it is a shortened form of Yahweh. We sing AlleluYah or HalleluYah! It 

is a shortened form of the most sacred name for God—“I am! 

 

Now be aware that what this psalmist said about the dead was all that was known 

at the moment when He wrote the psalm. At that time, it was believed that those 

who died could not still praise the Lord. But God began showing His saints a 

window of New Testament light. Even the Old Testament’s oldest writer, Job said 

in Job 19: 25-27, “For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will stand 

upon the earth. And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I 

shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and 

not another.” Wow! At our Clinton, Iowa reunion, the last question I was asked as 

I was leaving was by a dear lady whose dear friend passed away two weeks ago. 

She told me the Pastor said virtually the same as this psalm. He said of the brother 

who died, “This man will lay in the grave in his ashes until the Rapture, and then 

he will see God.” Beloved that belief in soul sleep is not true. We have the New 

Testament on it in II Corinthians 5: 6-9 the glorious promise that when we die, we 

will be apart from our worn out bodies, “absent from the body, present, at Home 

with the Lord.” We can shout “You are our reigning God, our living God, our 

giving God, our blessing God, and when death comes, You will forever continue to 

be our Lord God. With the Psalmist say, “Praise the Lord! 
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Beloved, we have the only God—the triune God—but does He have us? James 2: 

19 tells us, “You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe 

and shudder/tremble.” Can you agree God is the reigning God? But is He your 

reigning God? Can you say, “King of my life, I crown Thee now. Thine shall the 

glory be! Can you agree—“You are the living God?” The demons admit that. I 

press the point. Is He your living God? Can you sing, “Oh what a salvation, this, 

that Christ liveth in me!”? Is Galatians 2: 20 your daily walk? “I am crucified with 

Christ, nevertheless, I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me, and the life which I 

now live, I live by the faith of the Son of God who loves me and gave Himself for 

me.” Is God the giving God? I press you again—Is God your giving God—that you 

give back to? Can you sing, “What shall I give Thee, Master, Thou hast given all 

for me; not just a part, or half of my heart; I will give all to Thee.” Can you say, 

“You are the blessing God? But is He your blessing God that you bless personally? 

Can you mean it when you sing, “Make me a blessing. Make me a blessing. Out of 

my life, may Jesus shine!”? Or do you trump Jesus? Do you want control? Do you 

want pre-eminence? Do you want to shine the brightest—even over the Lord? Can 

you say, God is the Lord God? But I ask you, Is He the Lord of your life? Do you 

know what He wants you to do and yet you refuse to do it? Jesus said in Luke 6: 46 

“Why do you call me Lord, Lord, and do not the things I say?” The song says, 

“You call Me the way, and walk Me not. You call me the truth and believe Me not. 

You call Me the life and live Me not.  If I condemn thee, blame Me not.”? Is God 

your personal Lord God? Do you drop all your personal plans, all your own 

preferences, all your own desires for control to do His will? Jesus said in Matthew 

7: 21-23, “Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, But he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. Many 

will say to Me on that Judgment Day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 

name, and in Your name, cast out demons and in Your name perform many 

miracles? And then I will declare to them, “Depart from me, you workers of 

iniquity. I never knew you.”I call us all to declare, “You are my reigning, living, 

giving, blessing, Lord God.” May it be so! Amen. 


