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[Sun. Sep. 14, 2014] Philippians Series, Phl. 3.13-21 - Craig A. Thurman 
 
The bestowal of the grace of God upon the sinner constitutes the single-most 
powerful force that sinful man may experience in all of heaven and earth.  
Considering the creation of the heavens and the earth, the continuous 
maintenance of all things by the Word of His power, and the height of it all, is 
when God, the Sovereign, provided His own Son as the Sacrifice for sins;  here, 
the Righteous God did all that was necessary to reconcile the sinner to Himself;  
He satisfied His justice which was against the sinner by punishing His own Son 
instead;  and then He turned and showed mercy and gave life to those who 
deserved death.  That is the Wonder of wonders!    
 

Ps.85.8 ¶  I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace 
unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly. 
9  Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him; that glory may dwell in our 
land. 
10  Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other. 
11  Truth shall spring out of the earth; and righteousness shall look down 
from heaven. 
12  Yea, the LORD shall give that which is good; and our land shall yield her 
increase. 
 

God is satisfied, the sins of His people are sent away, and His people live by Jesus 
Christ His Son! 
 
Those so affected by Him, that have been brought to understand the eternal love 
that God has shown to the sinner, some (but it should be all) have been willing to 
give up everything to know Him more.  There is in those that believe in Christ an 
holy, incessant desire to know Him more.  There is no satisfaction to be found for 
the souls of these that are His redeemed, but in living for Him.  The difficulty that 
we all face, in this present body of flesh, is the fulfillment of our obedience so that 
this knowing Him becomes more and more of a reality, and less a theory.  Paul 
said that he counted all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that i!na I may win Christ, 
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kerdh<sw, 1st p sing, aor 1, subj, act of kerdai<nw; gain;   

 
Aorist … it is the present action of winning Christ.  That we are living 
winning.  This does not place emphasis upon past accomplishments;  it is 
the fact that we win Christ.  The action of winning has occurred.  The 
winning is not completed, but the activity of it is attained.  We are in the 
state of winning …  We are in the race.  We have been entered.  Now we 
need to RUN.  And what is the goal?  Christ manifested more and more 
through our lives. 

 
Christ … Winning, not things, but Him; That He be manifested as Lord and Savior 

of our lives more and more; that we gain the knowledge of Jesus Christ, who He 

is, what He has done for us, how much He loves us, and learning His will for us, 

and His preparations for us into the eternities.   

Pr 8:17  I love them that love me; and those that seek me early yraH3wam4U 

 

rHawA, shachar, Piel (Intensive active) participle, meaning to be busy 

with the action of this verb; Job 24.5 rising betimes [archaic, in a 
short time, speedily];  Those that are seeking me early (with 
diligence as oft as the sun dawns in the mornings) …  This is a way of 
life, like breathing air, it is what Christians do.  Am I a Christian?  
How do I know?  Other than this pattern of life there can be no 
confidence that we are.  Religion won’t supply confidence.  Words, 
lip service don’t help.  Living for Christ is the sure way for knowing 
that we are His; that we are in Him and He in us.  
  

shall find me. 

18  Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable (qt2fA adj, masc, sing) 

 

qtafA, in Qal Preterite (Job 21.7 a person is said to become old, and in 

order to reach that is because of duration in life.  Here, in the text of 
Proverbs we would say that these are the riches that continue, do not 
corrupt and diminish because of time.   

 
riches and righteousness. 
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19  My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than 
choice silver. 
20  I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: 
21  That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill 
their treasures. 

 
Paul, by the Holy Spirit has shown us how to walk.  He counted, and he counts all 
things loss so that He might know Christ.  Let nothing come between us and the 
Lord.  Whether He decides to take away or to add from our lives this or that thing 
or loved one, for our good, we press on to know Him more.   
 
11  If by any means  
 

ei@pwj, ei]  +  pwj; is always translated If by any means … 

 
I might attain (reach, come)   
 

katanth<sw, 1st p, sing, aor 1, subj of katanta<w, kata<  + a]nta<w, 

 
unto ei]j  the resurrection  

 
th>n e]cana<stasin, acc sing of e]cana<stasij, e]k out +  a]na<  again, new, 

re- +  stasij, root i!sthmi to stand;  Only time used in the N. T; Might be 

translated resurrection out of the dead.(?) 
 
Verse 10 and the words That I might know Him, and the power of his 
resurrection concerns living for Christ now by faith.  Verse 11 takes us to 
the ultimate hope that we should have in Christ; the time of the first 
resurrection.  In other words, that so living faithfully until He comes again 
(that is the sense of the words, If by any means I might attain, that is, to 
reach or come into this state, and be found in it when Christ comes) we 
would enjoy that blessed resurrection out from the dead, which is called 
the first resurrection.   

 
of the dead.  
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There is here a strong and glaring implication that we should not ignore:  
that some will not be raised up to enjoy that resurrection, or that if they 
are raised up they shall not, in that experience, continue to enjoy what 
should have been theirs.  While this might contradict all that we ever 
thought before concerning biblical eschatology, are we so certain that all of 
those who have genuinely received the new birth shall take part in the first 
resurrection and/or the millennial reign of Jesus Christ on this earth?  
Before dismissing this as nonsense and accusing me of fear-mongering how 
do we answer these portions of God’s Holy Word? 
  

Re.20.6 where those that are raised at this resurrection are called 
blessed and holy.  Blessed and holy is he that [or, he who] hath part 
in the first resurrection:  on such the second death hath no power, but 
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a 
thousand years. 
 
Rev.20.15 Where it is clear enough that both the elect and the 
reprobate appear in the resurrection of the last day. And whosoever 
was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 
 
1Thes.5.6 is the warning vain?  Therefore let us not sleep, as do 
others; but let us watch and be sober.   
 
Mt.25.27-30 The unfaithful steward.  Take therefore the talent from 
him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.  29 For unto every 
one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from 
him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 30 
And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 
Eph.5.5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, 
nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and of God. (Eph 5:3  But fornication, and all 
uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, 
as becometh saints; … and yet some will.  Then, how do these 
unfaithful ones relate to the kingdom.) 
 



The Book of Philippians 
 

5 
 

2Ti 2:12  If we suffer (for abiding in Him we bear His reproach), we 
shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: [what? 
Certainly eternal life, but reigning] 13 If we believe not, yet he 
abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. (So he will deny us, yet he 
will?  He won’t deny us as being His, but he will deny us a certain 
blessing, which is in context, reigning with Him.) 
 

There are consequences for not walking, abiding, continuing, remaining in 
Christ.  Believers and Christians are not to be third party observers. 

 

12  Not as though I had already attained, (reached it so as to secure its promise in 
my life without the possibility of failure …) 
 

e@labon, 1st per sing, and 3rd per pl aor 2, ind, act of lamba<nw, ;  

 
either were already perfect:  
 

tetelei<wmai, 1st p sing, perf, ind, pass of teleio<w; 

 
The fact of sinless perfection is impossible in this flesh, and therefore the 
prospect of the first resurrection is kept by a faithful walk with Christ. 

 
but I follow after,  
 

diw<kw; vs. 6 persecuting the church, 12 I follow after, 14 I press …  As equal 

as my fervency to persecute the church after the natural man, I press after 
this goal after the fervency of the spiritual man. 

 
if ei] that I may apprehend  

 
katala<bw, 1st p sing, aor 2, subj, act of katalamba<mw, kata< down, 

according to  +  lamba<nw receive; the ought, the should.  Our Lord has 

supplied every means necessary and essential for obtaining the goal in 
Jesus Christ. 

 

that for which e]f] &$ also kai> I am apprehended  
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katelh<mfqhn, 1st p sing, aor 1, ind, pass of katalei<pw, kata<  +  lei<pw; 

 
of  (u]po>, or under) Christ Jesus. 

 
In other words Paul was abiding in Christ and had the hope of one day 
receiving that which he has seen in the Word of God, of all of the promises 
given him in Jesus Christ his Lord. 

 
13  Brethren, I count not myself (Ah, we walk by faith, not by sight!) 
 

e]gw> e]mauto>n ou] logi<zomai 
 

logi<zomai, root le<gw; I count, I reckon, I think, I suppose; 

 
Paul knows that he has not fully apprehended Christ because he has not 
completed the course to which the Lord has appointed him, and therefore 
he could not count it so in his life, so that he might rest, or take his ease in 
the conflict.  (Like the foolish rich man of Lk.12.16-20) 

 
The only places where logi<zomai is used: 

Ro 8:18  For I reckon logi<zomai that the sufferings of this present 

time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us. 
 
2Co 10:2  But I beseech you, that I may not be bold when I am present 
with that confidence, wherewith I think logi<zomai to be bold 

against some, which think of us as if we walked according to the 
flesh. 
 
2Co 11:5 ¶  For I suppose logi<zomai I was not a whit behind the 

very chiefest apostles. 
 
1Pe 5:12  By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose 

logi<zomai, I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this 

is the true grace of God wherein ye stand. 
 

to have apprehended:  
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kateilhfe<nai, perf, infin, act of katalamba<nw, kata< down, according 

to +  lamba<nw to take (vs. 12) 

 
We, as finite creatures, have not the ability to bring down into our grasp, to 
receive, or accept the whole of the Christian experience appointed to us so 
that we might attain it in any singular moment.  This is a life’s work, a work 
in progress, a work in continuance. 
 

Heb 10:38  Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, 
my soul shall have no pleasure in him. 
39  But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of 
them that believe to the saving of the soul. 

 
but this one thing I do e!n de<, forgetting those things which are behind,  

 
 ta>          me>n               opi<sw            e]pilanqano<menoj  

Lit.  the things                          behind          forgettings (nominative) 
 
forgetting, e]pilanqano<menoj, nom, sing, masc, part, pres of 

e]pilanqa<nomai, e]pi< upon +  lanqa<nw hid, hidden, unaware, escapes; 

He.13.2, 16 is the imperative, 2 Be not forgetful to entertain strangers ...  16 
to do good and to communicate forget not. 
 

We lay these things aside and hide them in such a way so that we can 
forget them:  in a sense, where they are, what they are. (In the 
natural sense, as we become older, in our flesh, as our minds become 
worn, so that becomes easier to do.  But for us it is an act of our will.  
But let me say this, as we mature in Christ, by His grace, we create an 
atmosphere for daily judgment, prayers, and faith that leads to 
consistency of laying things off so that they can be forgotten.  But I 
think it will always have an element of hurt.) 
 
Forgetting those things as far are having apprehension or attainment.  
Having apprehended Him yesterday must be met with the same 
diligence to apprehend Him today.  In verse 8 Paul continued to 
count things but loss.  It wasn’t only his past life before Christ, but it 
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was those things since Christ had been revealed to his heart by faith 
through the gospel. 

 
behind, opi<sw, adverb; KJV after 22, follow 1, behind 6, back 6, backward 

1. 
 
It doesn’t say that I forget the bad things that are behind.  It doesn’t 
say that I forget the good things that are behind.  This states that he 
is forgetting, it must have been an act of his will, those things which 
are behind; the whole matter is to be set aside for the ‘forgetful’ box, 
as we begin each new day pressing forward by faith, walking with 
Jesus Christ.  This holy attitude is truly the only attitude that will keep 
us so that we rise up in faithful service again and again even when we 
meet with failure (and we will meet with failure … Pr 24:16  For a just 
man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall 
into mischief.); and it also keep us falling back on some supposed 
laurels of success because there is none but the Lord that can judge 
the truth of success. 
  

1Co.4.3  But with me it is a very small thing that I should be 
judged of you, or of man’s judgment: yea, I judge not mine 
own self. 
4  For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: 
but he that judgeth me is the Lord. 
5  Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord 
come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: 
and then shall every man have praise of God. 
 

Saints, we must not let the failures of yesterday set us back, nor are 
we capable of judging the things that appear to be successes, so that 
we begin to complacent in our faithfulness to walk with Christ;  we 
let neither accumulate in our minds to distract us from walking by 
faith and seeing our personal, continuous need to pray for this days’ 
needs.  … sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. Mt.6.34  There’s 
never a day we aren’t in need of His grace and provision. 
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and reaching forth unto those things which are before,  
 

toi?j de> e@mprosqen e]pekteino<menoj 

 

reaching forth unto those, e]pekteino<menoj, nom, sing, masc, part, pres, 

mid of e]pektei<nw, e]pi< upon +  e]k out +  tei<nw;  only time used in the N.T. 

 
e]ktei<nw, Mt.8.3 put forth his hand; 12.13 Stretch forth thine hand; of 

the hands 13; of an anchor 1. 
 

We read in chapter 1.20  According kata> to my earnest expectation 

and my hope,  where Paul, in this sense had his head stretched out, 
and keeping an eager outlook.  And here, it is as if to stretch forth 
with our hands so that we may grasp with our hands to seize … the 
prize for us by Christ. 
 

before, e@mprosqen, adverb used also as a preposition. 
 

14  I press toward the mark  
 

kata> skopo>n diw<kw Or, ‘after a mark I pursue. 

 
I press toward, diw<kw, that fervor of zealous pursuit.  This root Greek is 

only used by Paul in Philippians … 
 
Php 3:12  Not as though I had already attained, either were already 
perfect: but I follow after diw<kw, if that I may apprehend that for 

which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 
 

mark, skopo>n, acc sing of skopo<j, vs.17; Only time used in the N. T; We 

see this used with a prefixed preposition in the Greek word for bishop, 
e]pi<skopoj, overseer, e]pi< + skopo<j.  One who has the oversight of the 

flock.  And in our present text we have a mark within our sights (if I might 
allow the redundancy to bring home the meaning.)  The mark is Christ 
Jesus.  The prize is the change that is coming! 
 
I have a mark sighted out with my scope of faith … 
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for e]pi> the prize  

 
to> brabei?on;  This Greek word is used only one other time: 

 
1Co 9:24  Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one 
receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. (cf. 1Co.9.22b-27) 

 
A form of it is used in Col 3:15  

And let the peace of God rule  
 

brabeue<tw, 3rd p, sing, pres, imper of brabeu<w, root 

brabei?on.  This is the only way to express the 3rd person 

imperative …  Have peace rule, as the final arbiter or judge in 
our hearts as we run in our race.  

 
in your hearts, to the (ei]j, for or unto) which also ye are called  

 
e]klh<qhte, 2nd p pl, aor 1, ind, pass 

 
in one body; and be ye thankful. 

 
of the high calling  
 

th?j a@nw klh<sewj  

 
a@nw, adverb; KJV above (heaven, Jerusalem, affections), up (to the brim, 

lifted up the eyes), high (calling). 
 
Col 3:1 ¶  If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 
2  Set your affection fronei?te on things above (Or, Mind things 

above), not on things on the earth. 
3  For ye are dead (When Christ died on the cross we were in Him), 
and your life is hid with su>n Christ (we can only find our life when we 

seek Christ.  Mr 8:35  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but 
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whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same 
shall save it. It was hidden with our Lord …) in God. 

 

klh<sewj, gen sing of klh?sij; 

 
Eph 1:18  The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye 
may know what is the hope of his calling klh<sewj, and what the 

riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 
 
Eph 4:1 ¶  I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called klh<sewj, 

 
Eph 4:4  There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called 

klh<sewj in one hope of your calling; 

 
2Th 1:11 ¶  Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God 
would count you worthy of this calling klh<sewj, and fulfil all the 

good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: 
 
Heb 3:1 ¶  Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly 
calling klh<sewj, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 

profession, Christ Jesus; 
 
of God in Christ Jesus.  
 

tou? Qeou? e]n Xrist&?  ]Ihsou?.  

 
The mark after which we are to pattern our lives is Jesus Christ our Lord.  
What is the prize for maintaining what, for all practical intents and 
purposes is the fellowship with our Lord Jesus Christ?  We’re being led to 
this at this very moment in this chapter?  The change that is to take place in 
the resurrection from our vile bodies into a body like unto our risen Lord’s.   
 
There are 3 crowns in Scriptures that we should win:  a crown of 
righteousness; a crown of life; and a crown of glory.  Each one is received 
after this present life’s race, in this body of sin, is over! 
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2Ti 4:8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and 
not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 
 
Jas 1:12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised 
to them that love him. 
Re 2:10  Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, 
the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and 
ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life. 
 
1Pe 5:4  And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away. 

 
15 ¶  Let us therefore, as many as o!soi be perfect,  

 
te<leioi, dat, pl, masc of te<leioj; 19 times in the N. T.; the root te<loj (vs. 

19 end):  the number for faith.  Who among us doesn’t understand this to 
be a work of faith?  Those that have matured enough spiritually to be able 
to comprehend and make application of the truth to the life. 
 
All who are so minded are perfect.  One verse that best defines this Greek 
word te<leioj, is: 

 
Heb 5:14  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, 
even those who by reason of use  
 

e!cin, (only used here) acc sing of e!cij, e@xw (possession), 

perhaps having a grasp, so habitude of … (H. Moulton) 
 
have their senses  
 

ai]sqhth<ria, acc pl of ai]sqhth<rion, ai]sqa<nomai (Lk.9.35 

they perceived it not);  ‘an organ of perception; internal sense.’ 
(H. Moulton); ai@sqhsij, Php 1:9  And this I pray, that your 

love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all 
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judgment; Each only used once.  But we can see that in all the 
senses are exercised to be able to discern the best things.  
(Phl.1.10).  One has achieved the intellectual knowledge, but 
now must put to the test what is known ‘in the head’ and 
experience the truth of it through its application.  The matured 
saint has both a head with heart.  Saints don’t have to be 
intellectuals, but they should be able to apply what they know 
of the truth of the Word of God to their lives.  That fits every 
believer in Christ Jesus.  No big I’s and little you’s. 

 
exercised  
 

gegumnasme<na 

 
to discern both good and evil. 
 

What is the alternative? 
 
Heb 5:13  For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of 
righteousness: for he is a babe. 
 

Not knowing what the Word of God teaches; not making personal 
application, being worldly, if we have known Christ for any length of time, is 
a shame, a disgrace.  There is really no other excuse except that we simple 
do not love or care for either the Lord, or the things of the Lord. 

 
Having the ability to think and decide what is best outside of ourselves.  
That is what parents do for their parents, and children certainly haven’t the 
capacity to do for themselves.  (explained briefly in the following) 

 
be thus minded:  
 

fronw?men, 1st p pl, pres, subj of frone<w; 

 
Those who will continue to apprehend the life of Christ, forget those things 
which are behind, reaching forth unto those things in Christ that are before 
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us, are perfect.  They have the ability to make the all-important decisions in 
this life.  These have a perfect understanding. 
 

1Co 14:20  Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in 
malice be ye children, but in understanding be men. 
 

They have grown to be able to control their speech so as not to offend in 
word are said to be perfect. 
 

Jas 3:2  For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in 
word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole 
body. 

 
and if kai> ei@ in any thing ye be otherwise minded,  

 
fronei?te, 2nd p pl, pres, ind and imper of frone<w;  If we have thought, if 

we have not this mind,  … 
 
God shall (future certainty) reveal  
 

We should not have any less a mind than this! By the Word of God we are 
constantly being reminded and moved to possess the mind of Christ. 
 

Phl.2.5 Let this mind be in you …  and there we have explained to us 
in clear terms the very mind, thinking of our Lord Jesus Christ when 
He was here for us to redeem us from sin.  And we are to have this 
mind in our lives as we live in the world, until He comes again the 
second time as King and Judge of all the earth. 

 
a]pokalu<yei, 3rd p sing, fut, ind act of a]pokalu<ptw; a]po< forth +  

kalu<ptw KJV cover, hide; all 26 times the KJV uses the English word reveal; 

 
even this unto you (u[min, dat, pl, to you). 

16  Nevertheless,  
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adverb, However … the point that needs to be stressed here is this: Or, in 
spite of that discovered flaw … (set it aside, forget those things which are 
behind us) 

 
plh>n, adverb of polu<j; plh>n, KJV nevertheless 8, but 14, notwithstanding 

4, but rather 2, except 1, than 1, save 1. 
 
whereto (ei]j o!, Or, Unto what) we have already attained,  

 
have already attained, e]fqa<samen, 1st per pl, aor 1, ind, act of fqa<nw; 

KJV is come, hath attained, are come, have already attained, shall prevent; 
 
To what lengths we have thus far reached forth … in our pursuits of 
patterning our lives after Him, Jesus Christ … 

 
let us walk  
 

orderly, stressing a certain manner of walking; be in line with; ‘toe the line’ 
 

stoixei?n, pres inf of stoixe<w; KJV walk, Ro.4.12; Gal.5.25; 6.16; Phl.3.16; 

walk orderly, Acts 21.24. 
 

Ac 21:24  Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges 
with them, that they may shave their heads: and all may know that 
those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, are 
nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly stoixe<w, and 

keepest the law. (NIDNTT, vol.2 , p.452, ‘’”will see that you too are in 
the ranks as one who keeps the law [stoicheis kai autos phylasson ton 
nomon]”’ [should be ‘ton nomon phylasson) (This must be 
understood in light of 1Co.9.20.) 
  

stoixei?on, KJV elements, Gal.4.3, 9; 2Pe.3.10, 12; rudiments, 

Col.2.8, 20; principles, He.5.12; 
 

Ga 4:3  Even so we, when we were children, were in 
bondage under the elements stoixei?on of the world … 

(Now we are risen to the elements of the heavenlies.) 
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Ga 4:9  But now, after that ye have known God, or rather 
are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and 
beggarly elements stoixei?on, whereunto ye desire 

again to be in bondage? (How sad, when we have the 
strong and noble elements of glory as our source: the 
Spirit of God and all the fruit He will produce in us.) 

 
by the same t&? au]t&? rule kano<ni, let us mind the same thing.  

 
This walk is not for some, it is designed for all.  We can all walk this walk of 
faith. 

 
to> au]to> fronei?n (pres. inf.), Or, minding the same [thing].  This Greek 

phrase is used in two other places: 
 

Ro 15:5 ¶  Now the God of patience and consolation grant [to] you to 
be likeminded to> au]to> fronei?n [the same mind] one toward 

another according to Christ Jesus: 
 
Php 4:2  I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the 
same mind to> au]to> fronei?n [the same mind] in the Lord. 

 
17 ¶  Brethren, be  
 

gi<nesqe, 2nd p, pl, pres, imper of gi<nomai; KJV be 23, give 1 (1Co.10.32).  

24 is the number for the priesthood.  The believer-priests alone can do 
this!  

 

followers together of me, 
 

followers together, summimhtai<, nom, pl of  summimhth<j, su<n with, 

together, fellow +  mime<omai KJV is always translated from the English 

word follow 4;  mimhth<j, KJV always follow 7.  From this Greek we have 

mimeograph, mimic; thus to imitate. 
 
We are commanded to be followers of Paul, 
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1Co.4.14 ¶  I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved 
sons I warn you. 
15  For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye 
not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the 
gospel. 
16  Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me. mimhtai< mou 

gi<nesqe 

17 ¶  For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my 
beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into 
remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where 
in every church. 
 
Gal.4.12 ¶  Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am Gi<nesqe w[j e]gw<; for 

I am as ye are: ye have not injured me at all. 
13  Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel 
unto you at the first. 
14  And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor 
rejected; but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. 
 

As he followed Christ: 
 

1Co 11:1  Be ye followers of me mimhtai< mou gi<nesqe, even as I 

also am of Christ. 
 

To be followers of God: 
 

Eph 5:1  Be ye therefore followers of God Gi<nesqe ou#n mimhtai> tou? 

Qeou?, as dear children; 

2  And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given 
himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling 
savour. 
 

And to be doers of the Word: 
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Ja.1.21  Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of 
naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is 
able to save your souls. 
22  But be ye doers of the word Gi<nesqe de> poihtai> lo<gou, and 

not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 
 

and mark  
 

skopei?te, 2nd p, pl, pres, imper of skope<w; root skopo<j, vs.14; And mark 

ye them …  Have as a mark within your sights … 
 

them which walk (that is, those which tread about) 
 

peripatou?ntaj, acc, pl, masc, part, pres of peripate<w; peri< about, 

concerning +  pate<w to tread; pa<toj a path; to tread about, thus to walk. 

 
so  
 

ou!tw, adverb, meaning in this way, thus  

 
as kaqw>j ye have  

 
ye have, e@xete, 2nd p, pl, pres, ind of e@xw, to possess.  

 
us for an ensample.  
 

tu<pon, acc sing of tu<poj; root tu<ptw; Jn. 20.25 the print of the nails 

(twice); Acts 7.43 the figures which ye made to worship; Acts 23.25 Felix 
wrote a letter after this manner; Ro.6.17 that form of doctrine which was 
delivered you; 1Co.10.6 the saints of the past served for good examples 
why not to do some things; Tit.2.7 shewing thyself a pattern of good works.   
 

tu<ptw certainly leaves us with the idea of having an impress laid 

upon us through being beaten.  Translated in the KJV with English 
words such as smite, wound, beat. 
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The pattern that that we are to follow, mimic, is manifest in the lives of 
those who have suffered themselves for ‘toeing the line’ with Christ.   

 
18  (For many walk peripatou?sin, of whom I have told you often polla<kij, and 

now tell you even weeping,  
 

klai<wn, nom, sing, masc, part, pres of klai<w; all but once translated from 

the English word weep 38; once bewail.  
 
that they are the enemies e]xqrou>j of the cross of Christ: 

 
It breaks our hearts for those who have proven themselves enemies of the 
cross of Christ.  Their lives have not been affected by the grace.  How 
spiritually destitute are the lives of such men.  How miserable they are 
having neither the peace of God for the satisfaction of Christ’s shed blood 
for them, not any comprehension of joy in His most holy service.  What an 
empty and vain shell of a life it is that will be spent laboring in religious 
service.  There were Baptists in Paul’s day that were of this sort, and there 
are Baptists today.  That’s right, Baptists then.  That is the only kind of 
church that there ever was or ever has been.  It is really that simple.  The 
Lord’s church was never Catholic or Protestant, never needed to protest 
the evils through association with Catholicism.  And now we see the 
wonder of it all:  they are all coming back to their roots.  But the true 
churches of Jesus Christ continue on.  And it is men in this true church over 
which Paul wept.  He wasn’t weeping over heretics and antichrists.  He had 
strong words for false teachers and deceivers and their false systems.  But 
there are men among the true churches who are deceived.  They are 
usually under the law, hinder the church from growing in the grace and 
knowledge of the Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Won’t teach the saints to look at 
their Bibles for themselves, and God forbid that they should begin to ‘think 
outside of the box’ if they are a part of an association. (3Jo. 9, 10)  Such 
men are really the greatest detriment to themselves, not knowing that the 
Sovereign uses them to cause growth in others of His children.  (1Co.11.19)  
But what a wasted life!  To spend a life in pretentious service to God; to go 
through the motions of religion without having tasted for themselves the 
grace of God.  These are enemies of the cross of Christ.  And what did Paul 
do?  He wept for these.  He didn’t hate them.  I think he loved them.  Their 
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faces probably came before his mind as he, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
wrote this text.  Remember these words by our Lord,  
 

Mt.5.44 Love your enemies … 
 

Clearly, we do have enemies and we do know who they are, but we are to 
love them. 
 

Ro.11.28  As concerning the gospel, they are enemies [to God] for 
your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the 
fathers’ sakes. 
 
Ro 12:20  Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give 
him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 
 

Loving them doesn’t mean we compromise truth.  It doesn’t mean that it 
might not be necessary to rebuke or discipline.  If one becomes a schismatic 
for the good of the church that one must either amend or be put out of the 
body.  As a parent’s love will do things that might cause pain to a child for 
personal benefit, for the benefit of the family, and for the benefit of the 
child, so the corporate love of the saints requires them to exercise 
discipline for the good of itself and that errant member. 

 
19  Whose end te<loj (vs. 15 perfect) is destruction,  

 
a]pw<leia, root a]pollumi; KJV destruction 5, waste 2, perdition 8, perish 1, 

die 1, damnable 1, damnation1. 
 
Should this be interpreted to mean that all such persons are hell-bound, 
graceless sinners, reprobate?  Most instances where this word is found is to 
be interpreted in this manner.  But there are a couple, and only a couple, 
where it might be otherwise speaking of a wasting of our lives: 
 

1Ti 6:9  But they (that believe is the strong implication, vss. 1, 2, ) 
that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and 
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perdition. (It is certain that the rich of the world, without Christ 
become destroyed and waste; let it not be so for the believing.) 
 
Heb 10:38  Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, 
my soul shall have no pleasure in him. 
39  But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition;  
 

No child of God can draw back to such an extent so that the 
eternal redemption by Jesus Christ cannot avail.  No matter 
how world or overcome by the world the child of God cannot 
withdraw to such a point that he is destroyed in eternal 
punishment.  

 
but of them that believe to the saving of the soul. 
 
2Pe.3.14  Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be 
diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and 
blameless. 
15  And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even 
as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto 
him hath written unto you; 
16  As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in 
which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are 
unlearned  
 

a]maqei?j, negated with the particle ‘a.’  maqei?j, always 

translated learn 3. (1Co.14.35; Gal. 3.2;  Re.14.3) 
 
and unstable  
 

a]sth<riktoi, 2Pe.2.14 unstable souls; Without the negative 

particle ‘a’ we find it is Lk.16.26 a great gulf fixed (immoveable, 
establish, stedfast, strengthen, stablish, sthri<zw).  

 
wrest,  
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streblou?sin, only time used in the N.T.; LXX 2Ki.22.27 froward 2; 

Ps.17.26 perverse; Ps.77.57 crooked 
 
as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction 
a]pw<leian.   

17  Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, 
beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked 
a]qe<smwn, fall from your own stedfastness. 

 
Certainly appears that we might, if for carelessness of 
Scriptural interpretation, waste our lives because our footing 
has become moved from the Rock. 

 
whose God is their belly,  
 

There are four kinds: the animal’s stomach, the woman’s womb, the 
natural man’s stomach, and the spiritual man’s appetite. 
koili<a, KJV belly 10, womb 12; This refers to that central part of our body, 

whether it is the an animal’s belly (1), a person’s belly that can receive food 
(6), the womb of a woman (12), the manifestation of spiritual fruit or its 
lack (3); Mt.12.40, speaks of the whale’s belly; Mt. 19.12; Lk.1.15, 41, 42 
refer to the woman’s womb; Lk.15.16 the man would gladly fill his 
(stomach) belly with the husks that are fed to the swine; Jn.7.38 rivers of 
water would flow from one’s (spiritual appetite) belly; et al. 
 
Such persons are satiated with an appetite for carnal things. 
Ro.16.17 ¶  Now I beseech you, brethren, mark (skopei?n, pres, inf, to 

mark) them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned; and avoid them. 
18  For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own 
belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. 
 
The belly and its meats are presented here for types of carnal lusts.  If we 
read the verses preceding and following this we would conclude such. 
1Co 6:13  Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy 
both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and 
the Lord for the body. 
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and whose glory do<ca is in e]n their shame, (the brilliance of such persons) 

 
t^? ai]sxu<n^ au]tw?n  

 
who mind earthly things.  
 

oi{ ta> e]pi<geia fronou?ntej 

 
e]pi<geia, nom and acc pl, neut of e]pi<geioj, e]pi< upon +  gh? earth;  KJV 

earthly (4), earth (1), terrestrial (2); Or, whose thinking [is] upon the earth, 
not in the heavenlies. 
 
fronou?ntej, nom, pl, masc, part, pres of frone<w;  minding. 

 
Ro 12:16  Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high 
(u[yhla> , lofty, don’t elevate ourselves above others in our minds …) 

things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own 
conceits. 
 
Php 2:2  Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind. 

 
But these appear to be in the church, among the brethren, who should not 
be because they are not truly of the faith of Christ. 

 
20  For our conversation (J. P. Green Sr. Interlinear Bible, citizenship) 
 

h[nw?n ga>r to> poli<teuma  

 
poli<teuma, root po<lij; poli<teuma is used only this once in Scripture.  

This is the manner in which I conduct my life; How I order my affairs;  It is 
more than just being alive, but being alive, this is how I live;  poli<teuma, 

the verb is used in Phl.1.27 This is the verse that begin the body of this 
epistles:  Only let your conversation (politeu<esqe) be as it becometh the 

gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may 
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hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving 
together for the faith of the gospel …  Also read Acts 23.1 
 
Ac 23:1  And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, I 
have lived in all good conscience before God until this day. 
 

Lu 19:14  But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, 
saying, We will not have this man to reign over us. 
 

citizens, politai, poli<thj used 3 times and always translated 

from the English word  citizen. 
 
is in heaven;  
 

Wycliffe, 1380, ‘but our living is in heaven …’ 
 

e]n ou]ranoi?j u[pa<rxei;  

 
Mt.6.19 ¶  Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 
20  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 
21  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
 
Pv.4.20 ¶  My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. 
21  Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine 
heart. 
22  For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. 
23  Keep thy heart with all diligence;  
 

John Gill, vol.4, p.358: ‘great diligence had need be used in keeping it, 
since it is naturally so deceitful and treacherous; a strict eye is to be 
kept upon it; all the avenues to it to be watched, that nothing hurtful 
enter, or evil comes out; it is to be kept by all manner of means that 
can be thought of, by prayer, hearing, reading, meditation; and, 
above all, by applying to Christ for his grace and spirit to sanctify, 
preserve, and keep it. 
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for out of it are the issues  
 

tOxc4OT, totseoth, root xcayA, see tOxcAOT; fem, pl.; KJV Nu.34.4 the 

going forth; 5 the goings out of it; 8 the goings forth of; 9 the goings 
out of it, Jos. The goings out thereof; et al. 
 
In other words, this is where our life shows itself to be what it is.  
How are we?  What do others see coming from our lips and from our 
conduct?  Lies, covetousness, foul words, nasty temper, or honesty, 
cleanness, purity, edifying behavior; do others see just another 
religious zealot and hypocrite, or do they see Christ?  How important 
is this.  When it comes to the fellowship of Christ you are what they 
will see of Christ. 

 
of life. 
24  Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from 
thee. 
25  Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before 
thee. 
26  Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. 
27  Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil. 

 
from whence also e]c ou$ kai>  

we look for (Meaning, receive forth from.) 
 

a]pekdexo<meqa, 1st per pl, pres, ind of a]pekde<xomai; a]po< forth, from +  e]k 

out  +  de<xomai receive or accept; Ro.8.19 waiteth for, 23 waiting for, 25; 

1Co.1.7; Gal.5.5 wait for; Phl.3.20 look for; He.9.28 that look for;  
 

Ro 8:25  But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience 
wait for it a]pekdexo<meqa. 

 
Ga 5:5  For we through the Spirit wait for a]pekdexo<meqa the hope of 

righteousness by faith. 
 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 
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21  Who o!j shall change  

 
metasxhmati<sei, 3rd p sing, fut, ind of metasxhmati<zw, meta with, 

after, change +  sxh?ma fashion;  1Co.4.6 I have in a figure transferred to 

myself; 2Co.11.13 transforming themselves into the apostles; 14 for Satan 
himself is transformed into an angel of light; 15 if his ministers also be 
transformed as the ministers of righteousness; Ph.3.21 Who shall change 
our vile body.  That is the fashion of the appearance is altered or changed. 

 

our vile body, (low, abased, humiliated body) 
 

to> sw?ma th?j tapeinw<sewj h[mw?n  

 
tapeinw<sewj, gen sing of tapei<nwsij; Lk.1.48 For he hath regarded the 

low estate of his handmaiden …; Acts 8.33 In his humiliation his judgment 
was taken away … Ja.1.10 But the rich, in that he is made low … 
 

The verb tapeino<w, is translated as humble Phl.2.8, abase Phl.4.12, 

low. 
 

Php 2:8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross. 
 
Php 4:12  I know both how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to 
be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 

 
A form of this word was used already in Phl. 2.3 lowliness of mind; 
Php 2:3  Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 
 

Some complain because the KJV renders this Greek adjective vile.  Yet it 
was not the KJV that began this traditional interpretation.  It is found in 
Tyndale 1534, Cranmer 1539, Geneva 1557.  All versions that I could find, 
since the KJV have left the word vile and used a more euphemistic word.  
(13 versions: NIV, NASB, Rheims, RSV, NEB, Amplified, New World 
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Translation, Jewish N.T., Young’s Literal Version, Berkley’s Version, 
Goodspeed N.T., Taylor Living Letters, and the ASV.)  How can we disagree 
with the word vile being used?  It clearly sets apart the condition of our 
present bodies correctly.  Do some place too much emphasis on the 
present, sinful, bodies of death?   
 

Ro 7:24  O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death? 

 
By the other translations it would appear many do. 
 
O.E. D. has for vile, that it is derived from [ …Latin vilem, vilis of low value or 
price, cheap, common, mean, base.]  
 
‘b. Used to qualify nouns denoting faults of mind, or character. Rare. 
 
3. Physically repulsive, esp. through filth or corruption; horrid, disgusting.  
… 1535 Coverdale Phil. iii.21 Which shal chaunge oure vyle body, yt it 
maye be like fashioned vnto his glorious body.   
 
And this is in comparison to what it to be be! 
 

that ei]j it au]to may be  

 
gene<sqai, aor 2, inf of gi<nomai;  to become; referring specifically to our 

body. 
 
Fashioned like unto (conformed to) 
 

su<mmorfon, acc, sing, neut of su<mmorfoj; su<m together, with +  

mo<rfh all three times form;   

 
Ro 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to summo<rfouj the image of his Son, that he might be 

the firstborn among many brethren. 
 



The Book of Philippians 
 

28 
 

Php 3:10  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, 
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable 
summorfou<menoj unto his death … 

 
his glorious body, (or, His body of glory) 
 

t&? sw<mati th?j do<chj au]tou?  

 
do<chj, gen sing of do<ca; again, the brilliance! 

 
according kata> to the working  

 
th>n e]ne<rgeian  

 
e]ne<rgeian, acc sing of e]ne<rgeia, root e]nergh<j; KJV Eph.1.19; Col.1.29; 

2Thes.2.9,11, working; Eph. 3.7; 4.16 effectual working; Col.2.12 operation. 
 
whereby he is able (expressing His ability) 
 

tou? du<nasqai au]to>n  

 

du<nasqai, pres inf of du<namai; du<namai is used 8 times:   

 
Mk.8.11 Jesus could no more openly enter; 3.20 they could not so 
much as eat bread; 4.32 the fowls of the air may lodge under; 
1Co.10.13 tempted above that ye are able; 2Co.1.4 we may be able 
to comfort them; 2Co.3.7 could not stedfastly behold the face; 
Eph.6.11 that ye may be able to stand against. 
 

even kai> to subdue  

 
u[pota<cai, aor 1, inf, act of u[pota<ssw; u[po< under, of +  ta<ssw appoint, 

ordain, determine;  KJV subject, submit, under obedience, under, subdued. 
 

Heb 2:8  Thou hast put all things in subjection u[pe<tacaj under his 

feet. For in that he put all in subjection under u[pota<cai him, he left 
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nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things 
put under him. 

 
all things unto himself.  
 

e]aut&? ta> pa<nta 
 

Since our Lord our Lord Jesus has received of the Father to put down all 
rule, authority and power on this earth (1Co.15.24); and to subdue all 
things unto Himself certainly he can bring about His promise to us and 
change our vile bodies and fashion us like unto His glorious body.  While we 
are to be living like Christ now through faith, we shall be as He is when He 
come again (1Jn.3.2) the second time to rule this earth.  The faithful saints 
shall rule and reign with their Master for a millennium!  (1Co.15.25; Re. 
3.12; 5.10; 11.15; 20.4-6)  Be faithful even unto death, we shall receive the 
crown of life, righteousness, and glory. (2Ti. 2.12; Re.2.10) 

 


