
Gospel of Mark Chapter 2A 

 

The O.T. predicted that the Lord would be a stumbling block a rock of offense. 

Isaiah 8:13  But the LORD of hosts, him you shall regard as holy. Let him be your fear, and let 

him be your dread. 14  And he will become a sanctuary and a stone of offense and a rock of 

stumbling to both houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 15  And 

many shall stumble on it. They shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared and taken.” 

 In the N.T. Peter picks up this image and expounds upon it. 

 

1 Peter 2: 6  For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen 

and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7  So the honor is for you 

who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become 

the cornerstone,” 8  and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because 

they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

9  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 

that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 

light. 10  Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received 

mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 As we open a new chapter in the Gospel of Mark we find a new element. It is a more sinister 

element than we have seen in the first chapter, it is an element of controversy and it reveals 

the beginnings of opposition to the Lord Jesus and to his message. 

 

This morning we will look at 3 paragraphs describing 2 events which reveal 1 common 

stumbling block. The common stumbling block is the forgiveness that Jesus offers.  

1. The religious leaders stumble over Jesus’ declaration of forgiveness (To Paralytic) 

2. They stumble over Jesus’ demonstration of forgiveness.  (To Tax Collector) 

 

Mark 2:1 And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at 

home. 2  And many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the 

door. And he was preaching the word to them. 

3  And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. 4  And when they could not 

get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had made 

an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 

 Remember from last week that Jesus left the crowds in Capernaum so that he could proclaim 

the Kingdom of God throughout the region.  

 BUT since Capernaum was HOME to Peter and it appears to the Lord Jesus as well it was 

only natural that they would return there after preaching throughout the Galilee. 

 As you might expect news of Jesus’ homecoming once again produced a crowd. And many 

were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door. And he was 

preaching the word to them. 

o Don’t miss Mark’s emphasis on Jesus’ continual preaching of “The Word.” That is 

the Good News of the Kingdom of God.” 

 

Let’s consider this crowd:  Mark tells us that Peter’s house was packed!  

 Alfred Edershime helps us understand what the homes were like in that day: 



o He writes that the Mishnah describes a small house as one that is 9 feet long by 12 

feet broad. A large house would be one that was 12 feet long by 15 feet broad. (180 

sq ft)  What does that make YOUR 1500 or 2000 sq ft house?  A palace! 

 Mark says that the crowd filled the house and spilled out into the street so that the door itself 

was unapproachable. A literal sea of humanity surrounding the Lord Jesus so that access to 

him was impossible. 

 

Luke tells us that this crowd included religious leaders from all over Israel.   

Luke 5: 17  On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were 

sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And the 

power of the Lord was with him to heal. 

o Jesus had aroused the interest of the Pharisees and Teachers of the Law. 

o I wouldn’t say they were following him as much as I would say they were stalking 

him.  

 

Back to the crowd: In my mind, there had to be people in this crowd who were healed by the 

Lord Jesus in his last visit. 

 It is into this crowd that 4 men carry a paralyzed friend. You would think that the crowd 

would allow access for this poor man to the Lord Jesus, BUT they did not.  

 As a matter of fact throughout the Gospel of Mark the most common attribute of the crowds 

is that they obstruct rather than encourage access to the Lord Jesus. 

 BUT these 4 friends are not easily discouraged from their pressing task. 

 

Mark 2: 4  And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof 

above him, and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic 

lay. 

 Most of the larger homes in Ancient Israel had an outside staircase which led to the roof. 

The way that homes were constructed in those day’s roofs functioned in the way that 

DECKS function in our day. From Peter’s roof you would have a beautiful view of the Sea 

of Galilee. The cool breezes from the sea would make the roof a desirable place for rest and 

relaxation. 

 In Acts 10 you find Peter going up to the roof to pray. 

 Roofs were generally made of sun baked mud compressed over a foundation of thatch. The 

homes of more affluent individuals would have tiles laid over the mud. (Luke 5 - tiles) 

 

Imagine being among the crowd that was STUCK inside of Peter’s house when the dirt literally 

started to fly.  

 The four friends would have measured off where they though the Lord Jesus would be in the 

room and started digging through the roof. Undoubtedly their deconstruction would have had 

an impact on the crowd. 

o Shouts of, “Hey what are you doing?” may have been met with warnings like, “Look 

out below!” As the paralyzed man is lowered in front of the Lord Jesus.  

 

5  And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “My son, your sins are forgiven.” 

 Jesus SAW their faith. Obviously this is both the faith the persistent friends and the faith of 

Paralytic himself. 



 

As we read earlier in 1 Peter the word of the Lord has a sword like affect, dividing separating the 

believer from the unbeliever.  

To a believer Christ is a precious cornerstone to an unbeliever Christ is a rock of offense.  

 1 Peter 2: 6  For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone 

chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”  7  So the honor is 

for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has 

become the cornerstone,” 

 In this particular narrative this dichotomy becomes obvious as the Lord uncovers the inner-

workings of the human heart. 

 

Speaking of the Paralytic and his friends, Mark writes: 5 And when Jesus saw their faith, he said 

to the paralytic, “My son, your sins are forgiven.” 

What Jesus saw was an expression of true FAITH which results in the forgiveness of sins. Hence 

his declaration, “My son, (Tecknon - term of endearment) your sins are forgiven.” 

 Take note (first) that Jesus makes his declaration of forgiveness personal; YOUR sins 

(specific sins) are forgiven.  

 This response alludes to the fact that he knows the sins of the paralytic and he has the 

authority to forgive them. 

 

Friends, what Jesus declares to this paralytic is the most distinctive benefit of New Testament 

Christianity: The forgiveness of sins. 

 From Adam’s fall in the Garden the whole of humanity suffers under the wrath of God that 

is rightly laid upon man because of sin. 

 The Gospel of Jesus Christ provides the only legitimate forgiveness of sin that is available to 

mankind. John says that Jesus is the propitiation for our sins, He fully absorbed the wrath of 

God for those who would believe. 

 Jesus SEES the faith of these 5 men and DECLARES the paralytic “forgiven.” 

 This declaration of the forgiveness that comes through faith in Christ is a stumbling block to 

the religious leaders who are in the room.  

 Take notice that they don’t voice their opposition but Jesus knew their thoughts: 

 

Mark 2: 6  Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 

7  “Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God 

alone?” 8  And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within 

themselves, said to them, “Why do you question these things in your hearts? 

 These Pharisees were correct in their belief that God ALONE can forgive sins  (Exodus 

34:6-7, Psalm 103:3, Isaiah 43:25“I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own 

sake, and I will not remember your sins. 

 BUT there was something wrong with their logic. They reasoned, since only God can 

forgive sins, and this mere man claims to forgive sins, he must be blaspheming. 

o What did they miss?  Isaiah 7:14, Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and shall call his name Immanuel. 

 There was however an alternative conclusion: perhaps this Jesus really DID have the 

authority to forgive sins, in which case, he must be Immanuel, God with us. 



 As I have shared with you in previous weeks the goal of Mark’s writing is to reveal Jesus 

Christ as the Son of God, the Messiah, The Servant of the Lord. 

 

How did Jesus respond: 

Mark 2: 8  And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within 

themselves, said to them, “Why do you question these things in your hearts?  9  Which is easier, 

to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? 

 His words affirm the biblical truth that justification (being declared right with God) comes 

by grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone 

 Listen again to the Question that Jesus asks the Pharisees: Which is easier, to say: ‘Your sins 

are forgiven,’ or ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk?’ 

 

James Edwards: “From a human perspective it is safe to pronounce the forgiveness of sins, since 

that statement cannot be falsified. Jesus however will provide evidence of the former by healing 

the paralytic, which can be verified by all. His authority to forgive, no less effective because of 

its invisibility, will be proved by healing the paralytic.” 

 The forgiveness of sins is proven when the man stands up and walks away. 

 

10  But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said 

to the paralytic—  11 “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.” 

12  And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they 

were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!” 

 Before we heard God’s Word of forgiveness through Christ we were paralyzed, completely 

impotent and unable to walk with the Lord Jesus. 

 BUT God provided each of us with faithful friends who brought us before the face of the 

Lord. 

 By grace He delivered us from the bondage of sin. His declaration of forgiveness gave us 

new life so that we can run and leap and praise God. 

 Like the impotent man by the gate beautiful in Acts 3 By the grace of God we have received 

new legs to live a new life. A life of praise to our Lord Jesus. 

 

Point #2  Stumble over the demonstration of forgiveness. 

13  He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and he was teaching 

them. 

 Mark describes Jesus’ ministry as that of an itinerant preacher. Always moving from town to 

town, village to village proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom. 

14  And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to 

him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 

 Let’s meet this man called “Levi.” The Gospel of Matthew (9:9) calls him “Matthew.” And 

yes he is the author of the Gospel of Matthew. The name “Levi” tells us that he was a Jew. 

(Somewhere along the way his name was changed) 

 The fact that we find him sitting at the tax booth tells us that he would have been considered 

a traitor to the nation of Israel and a social outcast. 

o The tax collectors served as a tangible reminder of Roman domination.  

o The ancient Jewish writings (Mishnah and Talmud) brought scathing judgments 

against tax collectors, lumping them in with thieves and murders. 



o A Jew who collected taxes was disqualified as a witness in a court of law. 

o He was expelled from the synagogue and considered a disgrace to his family. 

o If a tax collector was to touch your house your house was considered unclean (like 

the touch of a leper) 

o Rabbis taught that a Jew could freely and without sin lie to a tax collector. 

 

The job of collecting taxes was offered as a franchise by the Roman government and sold to the 

highest bidder. (one had to have money to get started) 

 Each tax collector was required to bring in a certain amount of taxes for Rome. But whatever 

he could gain on top of that was his to keep. This was his “commission” 

 So Tax collecting was a very hated but lucrative business.  

 It is easy to see how Jesus’ call of Levi would have absolutely infuriated the Jewish leaders 

who now seem to be stalking him. 

 One more thing to consider, in all likelihood Andrew and Peter, James and John could have 

returned to the fishing business at any time BUT when Levi walked away from his tax 

franchise he left a lucrative vocation to which he could not return. 

 

The Scandal of Grace, the demonstration of forgiveness afforded by Jesus’ call of Levi is more 

than the religious leaders could handle. Not only did he embrace Levi, but he chooses to share 

intimate fellowship around the table with him.     

15  And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were reclining with 

Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16  And the scribes of the 

Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, 

“Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 

17  And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, 

but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 Jesus did what the Synagogue refused to do. HE opened the door of fellowship to a tax 

collector.  

This morning we have looked at 2 individuals, WHO (in the eyes of the Jews,) were OUTSIDE 

of God’s redemptive plan.  

 The Pharisees believed that infirmity was directly connected to sin. So a man who is a 

paralytic must be a gross sinner, under the judgment of God. There was no compassion, no 

mercy - and no place for forgiveness. 

 A Tax collector abandoned the religion of his fathers and aligned himself with the heathens 

in order to enrich himself.  

 

Jesus’ declaration and demonstration of forgiveness by simple grace explodes the corrupt 

religious system of the Pharisees. 

 But Jesus is God incarnate, a walking display of the glory of God. 

Exodus 34: 6 “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving 

iniquity and transgression and sin, 

 

One question that arises as we seek to apply this portion of Scripture to our own lives is this:  

 



In your opinion, WHO is beyond the grace of God? Are there individuals or groups of people 

you believe are “untouchable?” 

 The women you see at Wal-Mart who dresses in a Muslim burqa? (do you think: “She is an 

enemy?” “She is deceived?” OR is she simply lost, like you and I once were.)  

 The gay advocates who fill the streets at the Gay Pride parade? (Are they really beyond 

God’s redeeming grace? Wasn’t there a time when you lived in sexual immorality?) 

 Do you look at people with AIDS in the same way that the Pharisees looked at the Paralytic? 

They probably deserve their judgment because of their sinful lifestyle? 

 

I must admit that there are occasions when I stumble, times when I make judgments in my flesh 

and withhold the grace of God from those who truly need it. 

 Instead of judging I need to be bold in the Gospel and hold forth the same grace that was 

held out to me. 

 Consider who was targeted for invitation in the parable of the great feast. 

 

Luke 14: 21  So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the 

house became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, 

and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’ 22  And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you  

commanded has been done, and still there is room.’ 23  And the master said to the servant, ‘Go 

out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled.  

 Jesus proclaimed the same message to everyone. (The Kingdom of God is at hand repent and 

believe) 

 His message was most impactful among the hurting, the sinful, the outcast, (We can’t pick 

and choose to only reach people with whom we would be comfortable.) 

 He declared the forgiveness of sin to ALL who believed. 

 He demonstrated the forgiveness of sin by welcoming the forgiven sinner into intimate 

fellowship. 

 

God help us to not be “respecter of persons” as we proclaim the Gospel. 

 


