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Is there no balm in Gilead? Part 13

Pastor Jose F. Maldonado Hillburn Drive Grace Baptist Church Sept. 16, 2012

“Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? why then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered?” Jer. 8:22

We return to Jeremiah 8:22 again this morning to our studies on: Is There No Balm in Gilead,

this will be part 13 and perhaps our last if I don’t chase too many rabbits. We have seen

Jeremiah’s broken and grieved heart over the people’s awful rebellion against God. In the

past 12 messages we have clearly seen the awful depravity of sinners. Thus, as a true

prophet of God, Jeremiah is gripped over the truth of a sinner’s obstinate heart against God.

We have already set forth that these questions of Jeremiah 8:22 came from Jeremiah’s heart

and soul and that he is agonizing spiritually because his sincere and powerful preaching to

them had drained the heart and soul of the prophet so by the time he gets to verse 22 he is

exasperated and perplexed because of the people’s unconcerned and indifferent attitude,

therefore he laments in verse 21, “For the hurt of the daughter of my people am I hurt; [Don’t tell me

that true gospel preachers are cold and unconcerned or mere plastic men, Jeremiah says, I AM HURT] I am

black; astonishment hath taken hold on me.” This emotional and overwhelming astonishment no

doubt affected the prophet.

As we have mentioned in all the other 12 sermons, I’ll say it again, you would almost think

that Jeremiah was living in the 21st century speaking in particular to America, as he was so

broken over the deep languishing of sin in his nation, because their hearts were cold with a

callous attitude about the whole matter. Their condition was desperate and their wounds

deep that he expresses his intense feeling for their souls, but yet they had no interest in God

or Jeremiah’s message. It was their only hope for salvation and they treat it as a light thing or

a trivial thing; we see the same in our day, may God help us. We set forth 3 points before

you last week:

I. The Rebellious People.

II. The Remedy Provided.

III. The Responding Prophet.

We have seen in our first two points, the bad news and the good news. In our first point on

The Rebellious People we saw the bad news regarding our bad hearts and in our second

point on The Remedy Provided, we saw that balm and the physician is promoted, that is,

God has provided His Son Jesus Christ to die in place of sinners and the precious blood of

Christ to cleanse us from ‘ALL’ sin! This brings us to our third and final point:

III. The Responding Prophet.
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The prophet Jeremiah asks a third question, “Why then is not the health of the daughter of my

people recovered?” What a sobering yet solemn question asked by the prophet. When the

prophet Jeremiah considered the condition and hurt of the daughter of his people and that

there was a remedy in the balm and physician he cannot but ask, “Why then is not the health of

the daughter of my people recovered?” As though he is saying, why are they not healed, why are

they not saved, why are they not broken in heart over their sins, but is this not the case with

those outside Christ now? Especially those that have heard the gospel many times and know

at least their judgment; but they are not seeking salvation. They know that they are not

saved; they know that they are not right with God; they even know that the only of salvation

is Jesus Christ but yet remained unconcerned. They know that Jesus Christ has healed and

saved hundreds, yes thousands and that there is no salvation in no other name or in no other

way; that salvation is only in the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, yet still is no application

of this SAVIOR to their own hearts. Why? Well this is same thing that Jeremiah is asking,

I’ve told them who saves, how to be saved and the manner of salvation yet, “Why then is not

the health of the daughter of my people recovered?”

Even with this plain understanding, there are certain reasons why many do not seek out this

cure for their hearts. The following are some of these reasons:

1. The patient or if you wish the sinner has not seen the depths of his sinner-hood.

They can see sin in others but yet not able to really see the vast wickedness in their

own hearts. The reason for this is simple and that is, in most lost souls there is a

spirit of self-righteousness. Romans 10:1-4. They really do not see themselves as

God really sees them, they still think that there is some goodness or glorious spark

in them that the balm of Gilead is really not needed or suitable for them. Pharisee

and publican, in Luke 18:10-13, “Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a

Pharisee, and the other a publican. 11The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I

thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this

publican. 12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 13 And the publican,

standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast,

saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.” Until self-righteousness is purged away the balm

of Gilead is not needed, until this self-deception is eradicated the blood of Christ is

not searched nor needed. It is not until this is dealt with, then and only then will

sinners seek with their heart and soul for the Great Physician. Ask God to remove

this awful blinding sin that you might see your hope in God. Naaman the leper in 2

Kings 5:1-15.

2. Another reason why many will not seek the Sovereign Surgeon for their cure is the

sin of PRIDE. Many sinners are prideful. Psalms 10:4, “The wicked, through the pride of

his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all his thoughts.” Proverbs 16:18, “Pride
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goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.” Christ said that pride comes

out of the heart, Mark 7:21-23, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil

thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit,

lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 23 All these evil things come from

within, and defile the man.” Pride is like bad breath, you can always smell it in others

but not in yourself. Proverbs 29:1 is a fearful verse for those who do not deal with

pride in their own heart, “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be

destroyed, and that without remedy.” One of the glorious stories on the subject of pride is

the story of King Manassas, it been a long time since I preached on this story

maybe I’ll re-preach it one day in the future, please turn with me to 2 Chronicles

33:1-13, I cannot explain everything I would like because of time and therefore I’ll

get to the point. Oh, may God be pleased to humble your heart this morning. Christ

said in Matthew 18:4, “Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same

is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 1 Peter 5:6, “Humble yourselves therefore under the

mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time.” Sad but true, many will find

themselves in hell because of sinful pride.

3. There may be other hindrances and reasons in their hearts that keeps them from

the balm of Gilead and the Physician. Some are not willing to part from the idols in

their heart. Jeremiah 50:38, “…it is the land of graven images, and they are mad upon their

idols.” As we have said many times, there are metal idols as well as mental idols.

Whatever keeps you from God is your idol and if you die without Christ you will take

your idol to hell with you. In loving their idols, they love their sins and therefore

cleave to their sins and play with their sins that will damn their souls in hell. They

might also be drawn aside by wicked covetousness and allow the world to lodge

and hold fast in their heart and affection. They are so blind that they cannot see the

need for a Physician and His cure, Job 26:6, “Hell is naked before him, and destruction

hath no covering.” Proverbs 27:20, “Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are

never satisfied.”

4. Or perhaps it is a wound that has been only slightly healed, but then has broken out

far worse than before. We know that a relapse is most times worse than the original

disease and an old would harder to heal than a fresh one. The Lord clearly

condemns the false prophets who have healed the hurt of the daughter of His

people slightly; the reason for this is that they give wounded sinners a false

assurance. The sad result is that except the Lord really heals or saves them, they

will return to the world so disoriented with God, Jesus Christ and the Bible and as

the Apostle Peter has said in 2 Peter 2:19-22, “While they promise them liberty, they

themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in

bondage. 20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord
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and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with

them than the beginning. 21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness,

than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 22 But it is

happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow

that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.” This also reminds of the parable of the sower

where the word falls into the stony heart and with joy and gladness they receive it,

but it has not root and so endures for a while until tribulation or persecution arises

because of the ‘WORD’ and by and by they are offended and it withered away.

Then you have the one that fell among thorns, they hear the word and are

somewhat moved, but the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke

the ‘WORD’ and it becomes unfruitful. In real simple terms all of my converts go

back to the world, but all of God’s converts persevere to the END! How sad that

many hear and seem to be real only to find themselves back in the world, why

because they did not really make use of the balm or the physician. J.C. Philpot

says, “Or there may be some secret yet powerful sin, under which the soul is lying. Or some darling lust

which holds him fast and will not let him go and in the baseness of the heart he would rather go with it.

What a proof is this of the wickedness, the desperate deceitfulness, the wickedness, the deep and

desperate wickedness of the human heart. There is something in sin which so bewitches and so deceives

the soul.” Would to God that you would plead guilty, guilty and guilty before God this

morning in acknowledging your sins and confessing your sins. May God be pleased

to open your blind eyes to see something of the precious blood of Christ and apply

that soothing balm to your soul!

May God be pleased to open your blind eyes to see the precious blood of the Lamb so that

you can apply this saving balm to your soul! There is balm in Gilead and there is a physician

there and this is our only hope. If there was no balm we would lie in despair and die, but

thanks be to God that He has provided the necessary remedy for our souls! For our sins are

so great our repeated promises to God continue without closing on Christ that makes our

hearts cold and callous that it wavers and wanders all over. I mean, if there was no balm, no

physician, no blood of the Lamb, no sweet promises of God, no sovereign grace, if there was

no risen Christ or a High Priest, then what hope could we have? NONE! But there is balm in

Gilead, there is a physician there that causes the blind to see, the deaf to hear, the lame to

walk and the dead raise up, this is the good news of the gospel and this is what give hope to

the soul. J.C. Philpot says, “If the application of this divine balm which purifies the heart, make sin hateful and

Jesus precious and not only dissolves the soul in sweet gratitude, but fills it with earnest desires to live to God’s honor

and glory. This is the mysterious way the Lord takes to get honor to Himself. As He opens up the depth of sin and the

fall, makes the burden of sin felt and shows the sinner his enormous iniquities, He brings the proud heart down and

lays the head low in the dust. And as He makes them sigh and cry, grieve and groan He applies His sovereign balm to

the soul and brings the blood of sprinkling into the conscience, sheds abroad His mercy and love and thus constrains

the feet to walk in cheerful and willing obedience.”
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Thus, the answer to the prophet’s question, “Is there no balm in Gilead?” YES, 100% Y-E-S!

Blessed be the name of the Lord, there is power, power soul cleansing power in the BLOOD

of LAMB! The other question, “Is there no physician there?” Unequivocally and definitely

YES! Thanks be to God, that there is a wise, might and compassionate Almighty and All-

sufficient PHYSICIAN!

5. Another reason why many do not apply the balm or seek the physician is because

they make light of the balm and physician, that is, they make light of the gospel.

Turn with me to Matthew 22:1-14. In Luke 14:16-24. Christ says, “…Come; for all

things are now ready.” In other words, COME for the balm and physician are ready,

there is no need to delay, help is here, hope is seen in the expectation of salvation,

but you must come to the balm and physician, which again is none other than the

Lord Jesus Christ. Notice how verse 18 is the conclusion of the whole matter: “And

they all with one consent began to make excuse…” This is the whole issue, making

excuse after excuse for not coming to Christ to be saved and the only place these

excuses will take if you die w/o Christ is HELL! Another thing I want you to notice is

good people do go to hell, it not only the most wicked and vile persons, notice how

respectful they were in making their excuses. Morality will not save one single

person but it can damn your soul if you trust in your morality and good works. Notice

quickly how polite these were in neglecting the gospel the gospel, verse 18 – 20.

They made excuses over the land, the livestock and the lady and not one of them

made application of the balm or the physician, this is why their health was not

recovered. This is what Jeremiah said, “Why then is not the health of the daughter of my

people recovered?” They are neglecting a so great salvation, turn with me to Hebrews

2:1-3, “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have

heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. (It’s like a ship in the ocean and misses the harbor

and crashes on the rock and they are sunk without help.) 2 For if the word spoken by angels was

stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; 3 How

shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the

Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him.” No looking to the balm and not

looking to the physician is neglecting a so great salvation. Don’t be like those that

have died without Christ, come to Christ this morning in repentance and faith.

In Luke 13 the Disciples of Christ asked perhaps one of the deepest and profound questions

ever asked to Christ, please turn there. Look at that question in verse 23, “Then said one unto

him, Lord, are there few that be saved? And he said unto them.” Notice how Christ answers this

weighty question in verse 24, “Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to

enter in, and shall not be able.” Notice how Christ did not answer, He didn’t rebuke them and

said, “Oh my goodness for heaven’s sake no, I came to die for everyone, I love everyone and have a
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wonderful plan for everyone.” No, His answer was very sobering and fearful, He tells them first,

“Strive to enter in at the strait gate.” In other words it’s not as easy as most preachers seem to

indicate by telling sinners just come forward and say a sinners prayer and Walla, instant

salvation, what about the striving that Christ says here. Now, again not saying that every

person that comes forward in some invitation is lost, but it not because of, it’s in spite of!

The Greek word for strive here in Luke 13:24 is ‘Agonizomai,’ [a-go-ne-zo-mi]. We get our

English word agony from this. This word means to agonize with great intensity; that is,

fighting with purpose and effort. It gives the connotation of an athlete who struggles with

great difficulties. It means to contend with an adversary, with speaks of strenuous zeal in

striving to obtain something. In our text in the Greek it is in the present tense which describes

this as a continuous effort to enter in at the strait or narrow gate. It is also in the imperative,

that is, sinners are commanded to strive, to spiritually wrestle to enter in. Interesting that in

Matthew 11:12 Christ said, “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven

suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.” This is the idea of here in Luke 13:24. The word

that grieves the heart is the word ‘many.’ “Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you,

will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.” J.C. Ryle says, “The gate is strait. The work is great. The

enemies of our souls are many. We must be up and doing. We must wait for nobody.” I can assure that

unbelief will be no excuse in the last day. Oh I beg you this morning don’t follow the

multitudes; don’t follow the world in the broad gate that leads to destruction. Resolve in your

own heart, that if I am to go to heaven alone, so be it, because it will be all by the grace of

God. If others want to perish, WE WILL no perish with them; our responsibility is to STRIVE

TO ENTER IN!

You must not be fatalistic in your heart or minds, you cannot go on in your unbelief by

saying, “I can’t do anything until God draws me.” It is my responsibility to STRIVE TO

ENTER IN! It’s a fight, it’s a battle and it’s a struggle, but you must take it by force! God’s

sovereign election and my inability do not in any wise negate your RESPONSIBILITY!

Again, the balm is there to cure; the physician is there to heal and yet, “Why then is not the

health of the daughter of my people recovered?” Because many make light of the gospel, they treat

it as trivial thing as though it has no importance. Many continue to delay and delay until one

day they will wind up in hell and then it will too late.

“Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.”

Christ says that many shall seek to enter in but shall not be able, but this sad when you

consider that the call has been made and all things are not ready, but they will not come.

Sadder still when we are told that, “yet there is room.” Oh I admonish you this morning,

consider the mercy, grace and compassion of God, in hell there is no mercy, grace and

compassion, but there is today for He calls you even now, “Come now, and let us reason together,
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saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like

crimson, they shall be as wool.”

What is meant by the strait gate? It means that it is a narrow gate, hard to get through, but

there is access to go in. Then of course the word gate is not very difficult to understand. It

means a way of access to an enclosed area and sometimes it is another word for door. Well

you know that Christ said in John 10:9, “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be

saved…”

The same Apostle John tells us what is in heaven, I want us to take a peek into heaven and I

want you to notice what we see, turn to Revelation 4:1, “After this I looked, and, behold, a door was

opened in heaven…” The first thing John tells us about heaven is that the door was opened,

how glorious is that, the door is opened and there is yet room.

The balm it there to cure, the physician is there to heal, the door is opened in heaven and

there is yet room, why then is the health of my daughter not recover? Oh my dear ones don’t

go to hell when a door is opened for you this morning! It will not remain open always.

Please turn back with me to Luke 13:22-27. The point is real simple, if they could knock after

the door was shut, why didn’t they knock before it was shut? Because they lingered in

unbelief and did not strive to enter in when the door was open. Turn quickly to Matthew 25 to

the parable of the ten virgins. 1-12. Then of course you have those who lived in the time of

Noah, when Noah preached 120 years warning constantly and daily of the impending doom

of judgment, yet they also lingered on in unbelief until Noah and his family entered the ark

and God shut the door of the ark and flooded the whole earth and the whole earth died

except for 8.

Oh my dear ones, do not let the door oh heaven be shut and you are left out, come even

now, while the door of heaven is opened, do not linger in unbelief, come even now come to

Christ, call upon Him now, do not take the gospel lightly for in the end it will damn your soul if

you die without Christ.

Isaiah 55:6 & 7, “Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 7 Let

the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and

he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”

Do not trifle with the things of God, repent and believe the gospel, come in repentance

towards God and in faith towards the Lord Jesus Christ. The balm is there, the physician is

there, the door is opened in heaven; don’t let it be said of you as it says in Jeremiah 8:14 &

20, “Why do we sit still?” and 20, “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.”

These 5 words will eat at your conscience as a worm that dieth not, “And we are not saved!”


