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LESSONS ON PREDESTINATION #27

“Satan’s Fall: His Theory of Greatness”

“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you

are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations!  For you have said in

your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of

God;  I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the

north;  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’ 

Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit.”  (Isaiah

14:12-15 (NKJV)

INTRODUCTION: We have enlarged our view of predestination beyond that which pertains

to the redemptive work of Christ.  We will return to that before long.  For the present time,

we are trying to piece together the big picture of what is contained in what is called the

eternal purpose of God.  This is expressed by Paul in Ephesians 3:9-11.  “and to make all

see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages

has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; to the intent

that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the

principalities and powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose

which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

This eternal purpose could only be achieved if the doctrine of God’s predestination of all

things is upheld.  Paul affirms such in Ephesians 1:9-12 where he says, “having made

known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He

purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might

gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are

on earth—in Him.  In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined

according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of

His will,  that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory.”

Only the Reformed doctrine of predestination adequately handles the magnitude of such a

grand design.  The Pelagian system cannot do so as it denies that God can know the

future, thus He is operating without a purpose.  The Semi-Pelagian or Arminian system

cannot do justice to the magnitude of the task, in that it maintains that God can only

foreknow the future, but He cannot foreordain the future lest he interfere with the free

wills of moral creatures.  Would it not be a miraculous thing if all that is occurring is taking

place by happen-chance and God is standing on the sidelines merely watching it take

place?

We must now focus on the lesson at hand.  In the last two messages, we have begun to

consider the original state and position of Satan before his fall.  We have also examined
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the moral nature of the Kingdom of Heaven in which Satan was placed by God as the

highest ranking angel.  There he was given the responsibility to oversee and manage all of

God’s works of creation and providence, especially the creature man.

In our study of the present Kingdom of Heaven as ruled by Jesus Christ, we learned what it

is that God sees as constituting greatness in the Kingdom of Heaven.  We looked at the

two major moral principles which operate the Kingdom of Heaven.  They are humility and

servanthood.  We concluded that these were the same principles which God revealed to

Satan in the pre-fallen state of the creation.  Thus Satan was to implement these principles

in his oversight of God’s Kingdom. 

These two principles were to be the defining elements in what greatness consists, namely,

“that the moral beings of the highest rank of position and importance, must be willing to

condescend and minister to the needs of others of equal or lower rank in a spirit of

humility.”  

We also looked at the two leading principles which operate in the fallen kingdom of Satan

which are pride and dominion.  We shall now proceed to look at Satan’s theory of greatness

which involves the seeking to improve the existence of all moral creatures to a level above

that which God has appointed for them in His Kingdom.

A.  SATAN, THE PRINCE OF THE DEVILS - Isaiah 14:12.

1.  Text: “How are you fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!”

2.  The context is addressing directly the King of Babylon as seen in verse four,

“that you will take up this Proverb against the King of Babylon and say . . . “  But it

is indirectly addressing the King of the angels who fell many years prior.  It is similar to

the passage in Ezekiel 28:11-15 where Satan is addressed through the King of Tyre.  The

visible earthly kingdoms of this world are all patterned upon the invisible spiritual kingdom

of Satan.  They are ruled or governed by pride and dominion.

3.  It is evident in the Scriptures that one of the angels is far superior than all the

rest.  Upon his fall, he became known as the Devil and the angels who fell with him are

now known as demons.  He is now spoken of as the great enemy of God and mankind, the

great adversary, the accuser of the brethren, and the great destroyer.  In Matthew 25:41

Jesus said, “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me you

cursed, unto everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’”   
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4.  He is spoken of by many names and titles, but always in the singular: among

others, he is called Satan, Devil, Daiabolus, Beelzebub, Lucifer, Abaddon, Apollyon, the

Dragon, the Old Serpent, the Wicked One, the god of this world, the Prince of this world,

the Prince of the Power of the Air, the Accuser of the brethren, the Tempter, the Adversary,

the Enemy, and the Avenger.

5.  In his fall, Satan is said to have influenced one third of the angelic number to

embrace his message and become his followers.  In Revelation 12:3-5 we read, “And

another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven

heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads.  His tail drew a third of the

stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the

woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born. 

She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child

was caught up to God and His throne.”  

B.  SATAN, THE FACT OF HIS FALL - Isaiah14:12; Ezekiel 28:14:15.

1.  Texts:

a. Isaiah 14:12 - “How are you fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the

morning!”

b.  Ezekiel 28:14, 15 - “You were the anointed cherub who covers;  I

established you;  You were on the holy mountain of God; You walked back and

forth in the midst of fiery stones.  You were perfect in your ways from the day you

were created,  Till iniquity was found in you.”

2.  In spite of his great rank and honor, Satan rebelled.  This raises a number of

questions.

a.  From what source does sin arise?  It cannot come from God for He

possesses infinite holiness and could not choose to create sin any more than He could

choose to cease to exist because He is eternal.

b.  But the text in Ezekiel says that Satan was perfect in his ways from the

day he was created till iniquity was found in him.  This can mean nothing less than he was

sinlessly perfect.

c.  So where does sin originate?  Augustine’s answer was that it originates
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and flows out of the will of created beings.  This would correspond to the five “I wills” of

Isaiah 14:13, 14.

(1) “I will” ascend into heaven.

(2) “I will” exalt my throne about the stars of God.

(3) “I will” also sit on the mount of the congregation.

(4) “I will” ascend above the heights of the clouds.

(5) “I will” be like the Most High.  

3.  What is sin?

a.  Negatively, it is not a physical or spiritual substance existing in God’s

creation.  While the Bible talks about sins of the flesh or body, it is not referring to a

substance.  Instead it means that sin can manifest itself in physical actions.  When the

Bible refers to the sins of the spirit, likewise it is not referring to a substance.  Instead it

means that sin can manifest itself in spiritual actions within the thought patterns.  The

Bible makes use of the heart of a person.  In Proverbs 23:7 we read, “For as he thinks in

his heart, so is he.”  Thus we have sinful thoughts and sinful actions, but neither form

what we call a substance.

b.  Positively, it is a moral concept or principle such as righteousness or

unrighteousness.

c.  Bible’s definition - sin is the transgression or violation of God’s rule of

law.  I John 3:4 says, “Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is

lawlessness.”  The word for lawlessness is “anomia.”   What characterized the sin of both

Satan and Adam was the breach of a known law.  There must be something to transgress

before one can speak of transgression.  There is a difference between violation of the law

and lawlessness.  Violation of the law means to break the law, while lawlessness means to

abolish the law or act as if the law does not exist.

4.  The question still remains: How can a sinless being be tempted to sin?

a.  Most Bible teachers say, “we don’t know” and move on to other things. 

Others try to give answers, but they only prove to be inadequate.

b.  I will try to give mine, but will not be dogmatic about it.  It requires that

we look to the psychological makeup of God, as contrasted with that of angels and men. 

God is the Creator of all beings, and angels and men are creatures.
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c.  First premise: God alone is the only self-sufficient Being who is complete,

in that He is infinite, eternal and independent of anything outside of Himself to make up or

complete His Being.

d.  Second premise: All moral beings are finite and dependent creatures. 

This exposes them, as creatures, to the temptation to aspire to be greater than what they

are in their present condition or state of being.  This exposes them as creatures to the

temptation to be promoted to be like God, that is to be independent and self-sufficient.  In

so doing, they can be in control and predestinate all things to come to pass.  Thus they can

be in charge and have their own way.  NOTE: Men and angels love the doctrine of

predestination as long as they can do the predestinating.  This is why they are fallen

creatures and despise God in having the right to do the predestinating.  

5.  Another question raised?  Why did God create moral creatures this way when He

knew what the outcome would be?  The answer is that if He did such, then they would be

gods like Him and He cannot create something which is equal to Himself!  If He could do

so, He would no longer be the “Most High God!”

6.  Next question: Since God is a moral Being, why is it that He cannot sin? 

Answer, because He is the ultimate greatness and the greatest good to be possessed.  He

cannot be tempted to think of Himself above that which He is, for none or nothing is

greater than He.  But this is not true of you and me.  Nor was it true of Satan and the

angels.  Satan may aspire to be like the Most High, but God never has to have that desire

for He already is the Most High.

C.  SATAN: THE PARTICULAR SIN INVOLVED - Ezekiel 28:17.

1.  Ezekiel 28:17 - “Your heart was lifted up (proud) because of your beauty;

you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor.”

a.  The expression “lifted up” means proud, arrogant, boastful.  

b.  Example: I Timothy 3:6 gives the qualifications for leadership in the

church.  It is required that he not be “a novice (new convert) lest being puffed up (lifted

up) with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil.”  Here Paul warns

that maturity is a prerequisite to humility in the ministry.  A novice is vulnerable to falling

prey to Satan’s schemes.  Pride is contrasted with humility.  Pride corrupts decision

making.  
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c.  Proverbs 16:18,19 further describes pride.  There we read, “Pride goes

before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.  Better to be of a humble

spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.”

d.  English definition: “A high or inordinate opinion of one’s own dignity,

importance, merit or superiority, whether cherished in the mind, or displayed in conduct. 

It implies a concept of self-admiration and an excessive desire to be admired by others.” 

Herein we see now or understand the origin of Satan’s sin.

D.  SATAN: HIS THEORY OF GREATNESS IMPLEMENTED - Isaiah 14:13,14.

1.  The last thrust of Satan’s “I wills” is seen in His desire to become like God.  In

Isaiah 14:14 he says, “I will be like the Most High.”  If this could be achieved, it would

enable him to become self-sufficient and independent of being controlled by any force

outside of himself.  He could then be self-determining and make up the rules by which he

would feel would best advance his own self glory and happiness.

2.  Question: Why did Satan select the name of God which is expressed by “El

Elyon” or the “Most High?”

a.  Donald Gray Barnhouse says there are nearly four hundred names for God

in the Bible and the names reveal His nature and being.

b.  The first usage of the title “Most High” is found in Genesis 14:18, 19

where we read “Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he

was the priest of God (El Elyon) Most High.  And he blessed him and said: ‘Blessed

be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth.’”  Here is one reason

why Satan wanted to like God.  God is the lone Being who possesses heaven and earth. 

Satan’s rebellion was not a request for God to move over so that he might share God’s

throne, it was an attempt to remove God from His throne, so that he might take His place

as possesser of the heavens and the earth.

c.  Another usage of the name, “Most High,” occurs in Deuteronomy 32:7-9. 

There we read, “Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations. 

Ask your father, and he will show you; your elders, and they will tell you: When

the Most High divided their inheritance to the nations, When He separated the

sons of Adam, He set the boundaries of the peoples according to the number of the

children of Israel.  For the Lord’s portion is His people; Jacob is the place of His

inheritance.”   NOTE: Barnhouse says, “There is no authority for the reading “sons of
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God” as found in the Septuagint and the RSV.  All other versions, Jewish, Protestant,

Roman Catholic, English, French, and German agree with the Hebrew and the KJV “children

of Israel.”  I add that it is unfortunate that the new ESV follows the Septuagint here as well

although it does give the reading at the bottom of the page which is found in the Masoretic

text as being Israel.

So who is El Elyon as described in Deuteronomy 32:7-9?  He is the one who pre-plans, pre-

assigns or predestinates, if you please, the future roles which others will play so as to

accomplish His purposes.  Paul refers to this verse when He says in Acts 17:26 of God that

“He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the

earth, and has determined their preappointed time and the boundaries of their

dwellings.”

So why does Satan desire to be as El Elyon, the Most High?  So that he may be able to pre-

appoint the roles of others so as to fulfill His own purposes.

d.  Another usage of the name El Elyon or Most High is seen in Daniel 4:34,

35 where King Nebuchadnezzer says, “And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar,

lifted my eyes to heaven, and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed the

Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: For His dominion is an

everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from generation to generation.  All the

inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing;  He does according to His will in

the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth.  No one can restrain

His hand or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’”

Here, the Most High’s decreed will is that which rules the inhabitants of heaven (angels)

and the inhabitants of earth (men) and that no creature shall be able to frustrate His

purposes from coming to pass.  This is what Satan aspired to achieve when He wanted to

unseat God from His throne and establish a new kingdom built on pride and dominion. 

3.  Satan’s theory of greatness is summarized in this expression - “The well-being

and happiness of a creature is NOT best served by dependence upon God and obedience to

His will, but is found in the ability to be self-dependent so as to control one’s future destiny

and what it should contain.  This necessitates that one be able to rule over others so they

will minister to me, rather than I become their servant and minister unto them.

E.  SATAN: THE EXTENT OF THE SUCCESS OF HIS MESSAGE.

1.  While Satan has not succeeded in overthrowing God and His Kingdom, he has
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been successful in establishing a rival kingdom to that of God’s Kingdom.

a.  His Satanic philosophy of life or world view was successful in influencing

one-third of the angels to reject the Kingdom of Heaven with the expectation of achieving

a higher or “better life.” 

b.  This view was also successful in convincing Adam and Eve that they were

being deprived or short-changed by God from achieving a “better life.”

c.  This view now dominates the race of fallen man.  All descendants of Adam

are now born in sin and are subjects of Satan’s kingdom of darkness.  No one can be saved

so as to enter the Kingdom of Heaven without defecting from Satan’s kingdom.  This takes

nothing less than a divine act of God’s power producing a new birth which implants a

nature of humility and servanthood which bestows peace with God and themselves.  

F.  THE MYSTERY REVEALED.

1.  The questions are asked as to the meaning of life and what God is doing.  Why

would He create the Devil if he knew what it would bring about?  Why would He create

mankind if He knew that man would sin?  If He is all powerful and wise, why does He let

the world continue as it is?  Are there any answers to these mysterious questions? 

2.  Yes, there is!  It is found in the eternal purpose of God as revealed in the Bible. 

This is best described in the words of Donald Gray Barnhouse in his marvelous book, “The

Invisible War.”  He states:

War has been declared.  The great, governing cherub has become the

malignant enemy.  Our God was neither surprised nor astonished, for of

course, He knew before it happened that it would happen, and He had His

perfect plan ready to be put into effect.  Although the Lord had the power to

destroy Satan with a breath, He did not do so.  It was as though an edict had

been proclaimed in heaven.  We shall give this rebellion a trial.  We shall

permit it to run its full course.  The universe shall see what a creature,

though he be the highest creature ever to spring from God’s Word, can do

apart from Him.  We shall watch this experiment, and permit the universe of

creatures to watch it, during this brief interlude between eternity past and

eternity future called time.  In it the spirit of independence shall be allowed

to expand to the utmost.  And the wreck and ruin which shall result will

demonstrate to the universe, and forever, that there is no life, no joy, no

peace apart from a complete dependence upon the Most High God, Possessor

of heaven and earth.  (Barnhouse, The Invisible War, p. 51).
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