
1955 - DINING WITH JESUS - Luke 14:1-24 

PRELIMS. We are living in an age where the Mission of Christ is more needy than most ages in 
recent history. The Church, Christ's agent for Mission needs to take its example from Jesus Himself. 
We will be surprised at the means Jesus used most for communicating His gospel. He never really 
preached from a pulpit as I am doing now! As we today are specially  thinking about sharing the 
gospel with our community, I thought we should look at the subject and see how Jesus did it! 

Surprisingly, it seems that most of Jesus evangelism was done when He was eating with people! In 
fact the Pharisees it seems, complained how much He was eating with all kinds of people for they 
said The disciples of John fast often and offer prayers, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but 
yours eat and drink! (John 5:33) Tim Chester in his excellent book 'A Meal with Jesus', poses the 
question, How would you finish the sentence, The Son of Man came....? ?...to save the world? ...to 
bless mankind? ...to die for us? Well the NT tells us 3 times that Jesus came eating and drinking!  

Two of the times we are told why He came- The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve and 
to give His life as a ransom for many (Mar 10:45). The Son of Man came to seek and to save the 
lost (Luke 19:10). The third time the NT tells us how Jesus came The Son of man came eating and 
drinking(7:34) Jesus eat and drank a lot with His disciples and with different kinds of people.  

Tim Chester says in Luke alone, we read: in chapter 5: He eats with tax collectors and sinners; in 
chapter 7: Jesus is anointed at a meal in Simon's house; in chapter 9: He feeds the 5,000; in 
chapter 10: He eats in the house of Martha and Mary; in chapter 11: He condemns Pharisees and 
teachers at a meal; in chapter 14: He says we must invite the poor not just your friends, to a meal; 
in chapter 19: He invites Himself to dinner at Zacchaeus home; in chapter 22: He institutes the 
Lord's Supper at the Passover meal; in chapter 24: the resurrected Christ eats a meal with two 
disciples on the Emmaus road; again in 24: He explains while eating a broiled fish that the Christ 
should suffer...and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name!  

In this passage, four times we are told about meals, banquets, wedding feasts, personal invitations. 
He went to dine at the house of a ruler... (1); He spoke about When you are invited by someone to a 
wedding feast...(8); He said also to the man who had invited Him, When you give a dinner or a 
banquet... (12); then He told a parable A man once gave a banquet...and about...eating bread in the 
Kingdom of God... (15). As well as enjoying meals, the topic of meals is often on Christ's agenda! 

Where and how did Jesus do His evangelism? I say again, it was not in an arranged setting like 
we have here today with the preacher set above the audience in a single monologue form! Rather it 
was in a warm, congenial, relaxed setting when open discussion was encouraged! As Tim Chester 
says 'I do not want to reduce church and mission to meals, but I do want to argue that meals should 
be an integral and significant part of our shared life.' He says: 'If I pull down books on mission and 
church planting from my shelves I can read about contextualisation, evangelism matrices, post-
modern apologetics and cultural hermeneutics. I can look at diagrams that can tell me how 
people can be converted or discover the steps required to plant a church. It all sounds impressive, 
cutting edge and sophisticated. But this is how Luke described Jesus' mission strategy: The Son of 
Man came eating and drinking.' It is not complicated. It might not be easy and we will have to leave 
our comfort zone, but we will be obedient to Christ! It will mean getting involved with people, 
some not nice people! It means such people will invade our space but we will be living like Christ.  

Hospitality is one of the qualifications for office in the Church. Having people in our homes is 
something Jesus encouraged. He actually did not organise projects, establish programmes, start 
events - He ate meals with His people and invited all kinds to join them. Of course meals do not 
save people! We know that. Only the gospel saves people. But meals have a natural way of 



relaxing people, and it helps them to 'drop their guard' (not that we are going to stab them!) but 
they will feel more free to open their hearts to us. And we are open to tell them about Jesus Christ! 
But it must be in love/warmth. It must be in complete understanding of their situation/condition. 
Remember Jude's advice: have mercy on those who doubt; save others by snatching them out of the 
fire; to others show mercy with fear. It may be hard for us but we must try! Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers for thereby some have entertained angels unawares (Heb 13:2) 

Read verses12-14 - Real entertainment is not asking our friends and relatives - real biblical 
entertainment is asking the poor and all those who are not able or likely to ask you back!!  There 
are two wonderful phrases to encourage us ...and you will be blessed and You will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the just (14)! Do we really believe in that great day of rewards for the righteous? 

When Jesus was explaining these things, there was an interjection! Someone at the table, we do not 
know who, shouted out something about eating bread in the kingdom of God (15). See how free 
they were! So, they obviously believed in a meal when they would be in heaven! And of course that 
is very right - the Scriptures do refer to such a future time - in fact Jesus Himself taught that  many 
will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom 
of heaven (Mat 8:11). And that marries with the great Isaiah's prophesy of a future time when God 
would bless the nations with spiritual revival. He used this language: On this mountain the Lord of 
hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of 
marrow, of aged wine well refined (Isa 25:6)! Marvellous descriptive language!!  

Now this interjection created an opportunity for Jesus to tell another parable about the need to 
receive the gospel. Jesus was really telling this parable against the Jews who were rejecting His 
message of the gospel. The parable was about a man who held a great banquet and asked many to 
come. But no one was coming! Matthew gives us a little more information about this parable, 
saying that after a while when there was only a little response, he sent out as it were reminders to 
those already invited  Tell those who are invited, 'See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my 
fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast' (Mat 22:4).  

This, of course, was Jesus referring to Himself as the true Paschal Lamb about to be slaughtered. 
As if to say to those unbelieving Jews, 'Perhaps you did not believe that I was going to have a feast, 
but look, I have killed my oxen and calves and everything is now ready on the table!' (As if Jesus is 
saying 'If you do not believe in Me now, at least believe in Me after I have been slaughtered!') 

But when there is still no response and they all began to make excuses the master of the house 
became angry...'Go out to the streets and lanes of the city and bring in the poor and crippled and 
blind and lame' (22). APP This is Jesus warning those unbelieving Jews that God is going to 
remove the Covenant from them and, wait for it, give it to the Gentiles! Sacrilege!  

When told that that was now done, the master said 'Go out to the highways and hedges and compel 
people to come in (23) Isn't hat beautiful - God instructing His servants to compel and persuade 
people to come to the great wedding feast of Christ and His people! It is as if God will not take 
'No' for an answer! It means clearly that anyone is welcome to Jesus Christ. While the Jews, and 
now those in the Church who are privileged to hear the gospel time and time again, are more than 
welcome to come to faith in Christ, so also are all others out-with the Church. The gospel is for, as 
we read at the end of the Bible, whosoever will let him come and take the water of life freely!! 

Yes God is determined that My house may be filled!! Yes, it is very, very solemn indeed that none 
of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet (24), but what is surely emphasised again and 
again in these parables is this: still there is room (22c) ie, there is room in heaven for anyone who 
wants to come - and for sure, God Himself certainly wants any kind of person who repents!  


