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Introduction:  I expect to have one, or perhaps two, more sermons after this week on the book of 

Acts, over chapters 26-28.  I do not expect to go verse by verse, nor will I read all of the chapters 

in church, but will summarize the history and try to draw some doctrine and application from the 

account.  The time covered by Luke’s account in these chapters is the time from Paul’s appear-

ance in Caesarea before King Agrippa and his confinement under easy circumstances at Rome. 

 

As a prelude to my remarks and the foundation for them, I will read Acts 26:13-32 

 

“13  At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, 

shining round about me and them which journeyed with me. 14  And when we were all fallen to 

the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why 

persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 15  And I said, Who art thou, 

Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 16  But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I 

have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these 

things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; 17  Deliv-

ering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, 18  To open their 

eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they 

may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is 

in me. 19  Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: 20  But 

shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, 

and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repent-

ance. 21  For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me. 22  Hav-

ing therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, 

saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come: 23  That 

Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should 

shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. 24   And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said 

with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad. 25  But he 

said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness. 26  For 

the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that none 

of these things are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in a corner. 27  King Agrippa, 

believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest. 28  Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost 

thou persuadest me to be a Christian. 29  And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but 

also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds. 

30  And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up, and the governor, and Bernice, and they that 

sat with them: 31  And when they were gone aside, they talked between themselves, saying, This 

man doeth nothing worthy of death or of bonds. 32  Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man 

might have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto Caesar.” (Ac 26:13-32 ) 

 

From the beginning, God indicated His purpose that He intended to send Paul to the Gentiles to 

fulfill the promises that had been made to the fathers of the Hebrew nation.  Agrippa was thor-

oughly familiar with these promises, being a Jew himself and learned.  He was not unfamiliar 

with Paul’s history of persecution and subsequent conversion and preaching.  It was this hope 

that dominated the preaching and life of Paul since his conversion.  Last week we considered the 
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summary of the Gospel that Paul gave in 16:18 before Agrippa, and in his conclusion Paul iden-

tified Jesus as the suffering servant of the Lord and that after His sufferings He must rise from 

the dead to be a light to Israel and to the Gentiles.   16:22-23  READ 

 

We come now to the things I would emphasize this morning:  God’s gracious providence and as-

surance, and the doctrine that directs our paths. 

 

I. God’s Gracious Providence.   God had from the beginning intended to send Paul to the Gen-

tiles, and specifically to Rome, and to Rome therefore, Paul must God. 

A.   Providence: foreknowledge, which implies the decree.  If God foresees it, then it must 

come to pass. 

B.   This providence included several things. 

1. The Thing itself: He must go to Rome. 

a. To be protected from the Jews, God used the Roman officer in Jerusalem who ar-

range for Paul to be escorted to Caesarea and continue under Roman protection, 

out of the hands of the Jews.  He had promised Paul this. 

b. To avoid falling again into the hands of the Jews, Paul, after the hearing before 

Festus, appealed to Caesar.  This resulted in being under Roman protection, but it 

also meant that he could not be released after Agrippa found him innocent.  The 

two events were related, and in God’s providence, secured Paul’s removal to 

Rome.  

2. This providence also included deliverance from many natural and human dangers. 

a. They first made the journey to Sidon, where Paul was allowed to be refreshed by 

Christian friends there.   We see that he early had the favor of those Romans who 

were his keepers.  This was also of God’s grace. 

b. First of all they faced contrary winds.  Sailing was not an exact science in those 

days.  Most Bibles have maps of Paul’s journey to Rome, so I will not go into de-

tail, other than to say that it seems that their plans changed and also they changed 

ships in the south of Turkey to take one that was headed for Rome. 

c. They were greatly delayed so that they passed the optimum time for travel and 

found themselves in the south of the island of Crete, at a port where they could 

not stay the winter.  Although Paul advised them to stay there [which shows what 

favor he had gained with the ship’s masters], the centurian followed the advice of 

the ship’s captains and mariners, a worldly wise decision, and they sailed, hoping 

to reach a better port at Phenice, which was very close.  But they never made it. 

d. A huge storm arose and they had to strike the sails and let the ship run.  They 

were tossed to and fro for a couple of weeks, they fasted and dumped overboard 

everything they could to lighten the ship. 

e. Finally, Paul stood up and told them all that they should have listened to him.   

What authority this prisoner had gained!!! [Reminds me of Joseph in Egypt], but 

he said that an angel had appeared to him that night.  “You must go before Cae-

sar, and you are not to fear.  I have given you all these people, and none of them 

will perish.  But we will be cast ashore at a certain island    On the fourteenth 
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night of the storm, the soundings revealed that they were in shallow water and 

they presumed near to land, so they anchored the boat.  Paul warned that no one 

should leave the ship, but that all would be saved.  [Unbelievers very often profit 

from the blessing that God gives to His servant.] 

f. When day came, Paul took bread, gave thanks, and ate, and encouraged the oth-

ers to eat, and everyone was encouraged. 

g. In the attempt to bring the ship to shore in the daylight, the ship ran aground and 

broke up. The soldiers wanted to kill the prisoners, for they were responsible to 

see that they did not escape, but the centurian, to save Paul, would not allow it, 

but gave everyone liberty to get to shore the best they could.  All of the 276 per-

sons were saved. 

h. I will have more to say on this subject in my conclusion.  What wings of grace 

surrounded the Apostle Paul!! And how many others benefitted from this grace.\ 

 

II. God’s Gracious Assurance.  Paul must be strengthened by might in the inner man, so that he 

could endure the strenuous spiritual battles that lay ahead for him  He knew his own weak-

ness; he was not a superman, but he learned that the man of God is strong in his weakness. 

A.    Special Revelations: 

1.    His first commission:  Acts 9:15,16.  “16  For I will shew him how great things he 

must suffer for my name’s sake. 17  And Ananias went his way, and entered into the 

house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that ap-

peared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive 

thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.” (Ac 9:16-17 )   How many things he 

must “suffer” for my name’s sake. 

2.  More was given after the riot in at Jerusalem:  23:11.  “And the night following the 

Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me 

in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome.” (Ac 23:11 )    

3. Before that, when he first went into Europe:  16:9 “And a vision appeared to Paul in 

the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into 

Macedonia, and help us.” (Ac 16:9 )He received many stripes at Philippi, but God 

delivered them and sent an earthquake to open the prison.  

4. Then at Corinth:  18:8, 9 “8  And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed 

on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and 

were baptized. 9  Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, 

but speak, and hold not thy peace:” (Ac 18:8-9 )  

5. After the riot in Jerusalem:  23:11  “And the night following the Lord stood by him, 

and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so 

must thou bear witness also at Rome.” (Ac 23:11 ) 

6.  On the ship:  27:23  “For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, 

and whom I serve,” (Ac 27:23 ) 

7. Note:  New Testament Scriptures were not yet written, and Paul was a true prophet 

of God, who received direct revelation and would write the major portion of the doc-

trinal and ecclesiastical portions of the New Testament. 
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B.   Great Successes. 

1. First Journey and the great churches established in Asia Minor. 

2. Great work at Corinth 

3. Even Greater work at Ephesus.  Now he is being weaned from the Jews and goes in-

creasingly to the Gentiles.  But God has decreed that he go to Jerusalem, because he 

must be firmly assured that the kingdom has been taken from Israel. 

4. Before kings and rulers as the oracle had said to Ananias back at the beginning. 

5. Protection from the elements; favor with sailors priests wardens, etc. 

6. His reception at Rome, that we will consider later. 

7. Endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ:  2  And the things that thou hast 

heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall 

be able to teach others also. 

8. 2Timothy 2: 3  Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.4  

No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may 

please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.  5  And if a man also strive for mas-

teries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. 6  The husbandman that labo-

reth must be first partaker of the fruits. 7  Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee 

understanding in all things. 

 

III. Doctrine and Application 

A.   Providence:  H.C.  27, 28  Read!!! 

B.   God will provide you, if you believe, with the necessary gifts to do what God has called 

you to do.  But you must not presume above your measure. 

C.   This preparation will not make you arrogant, just the opposite:  2 Cor. 4: 

7  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be 

of God, and not of us. 8   We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are per-

plexed, but not in despair; 9  Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 

10  Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Je-

sus might be made manifest in our body. 11  For we which live are alway delivered unto 

death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal 

flesh.12  So then death worketh in us, but life in you. 

D.   What does the Gospel require of us:  “Rom. 12:1,2. 

“1   I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2  And be 

not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 

may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” (Ro 12:1-2 ) 

 

I do not know that this will mean for you, but I know that the greater the mission, the 

greater the trials and the rigorous preparation you will be required of you. 


