
09-14-2014

Message:   Christ, Our Sufficient Provision for Spiritual Warfare, Part 8

Text:          Ephesians  6:10-17 

Introduction

  A.  We continue from last week looking at a particular piece of God’s armor that Christ commends to us
through His apostle Paul, the “sword of the Spirit” which is “the Word of God.”

Ephesians 6:11   Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the

devil. ...  and receive ...  the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  17

   B.  It is appropriate that we spend twice as much time on this particular piece of protective armor and     
weaponry, because of all the elements of God’s armor we’ve looked at so far, the Word of God is     
Christ’s primary means of conveying His grace to us ...

      1.  6:14a  truth - truthfulness, sincerity, wholeheartedness  
      2.  6:14b  righteousness - the practice of moral goodness, uprightness
      3.  6:15    peace - peaceableness, peacemaking
      4.  6:16    faith - a wholehearted entrustment of our lives to all that Christ is.
      5.  6:17a  helmet of salvation - pressing on in hope of final salvation
      6.  6:17b  sword of the Spirit, the Word of God

... for without the word of God, we would not be born again, we would not come to justifying,    
sanctifying faith in Jesus Christ.  Therefore, we would put on none of the virtues of Christ, no piece of    
His armor apart from the Spirit’s using God’s word to convey His virtues, His armor to us. 

  C.  The Holy Spirit is committed to working in us all that is pleasing in God’s sight through God’s Word. 

1 Peter 1:23   for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through

the living and enduring word of God. 

Romans 10:17   So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 

Psalm 119:9  How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping it according to Your word. 

  D.   Last wee we noted how clearly it matters to the Christ who died for us, now risen, reigning, and returning    
for us what we believe about His Word, what we feel about His Word, and what we do about His Word,  

 since He inspired Paul to write this command of Ephesians 6:17 ...

Ephesians 6:17   And receive ... the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

  E.  We saw ...

I.  What Christ wants us to believe about His Word.

  A.  The Scriptures ultimately come from the mouth of the Lord - they is the word of God, and therefore, both   
reliable - without error, and His revelation to us of His very mind, heart, purposes.

  B.  God’s Word is the Spirit’s sword, by which He defends us and delivers us from evil.

  Ephesians 6:17  And receive ...  the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 



II.  What Christ wants us to feel about His Word.

  A.  By “feel” we are referring to an attitude, disposition based on conviction, belief versus mere baseless    
emotion. 

  B.  Righteous attitudes and affections of the person who loves the Lord of the Word include, 1) Love and    
Delight, 2) Desire, 3) Dependence toward/in/upon His Word.

Psalm 119:47   I shall delight in Your commandments, which I love. 

Psalm 119:20    My soul is crushed with longing after Your ordinances at all times. 

Psalm 119:110    The wicked have laid a snare for me, yet I have not gone astray from Your precepts. 

  C.  We closed last week with a summary thought from Kevin DeYoung says (Taking God at His Word, p. 21),  

What we believe and feel about the Word of God are absolutely crucial, if for no other reason than that they should

mirror what we believe and feel about Jesus.

  D.  Having seen that it matters to Jesus what we believe and feel about His Word, we now see that it matters to 
  Jesus what we do about His Word.

III.  What Christ wants us to do about His Word.

  A.  “Receive” the written Word of God when spoken to the church.

 Ephesians 6:17  And receive ...  the sword of the Spirit, which is the word (rhema) of God. 

      1.  “Receive” -  Paul’s uses this word (dekomai) in the sense of “receive” in every other instance.  E.g.,

1 Thessalonians 1:6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received (dechomai) the word in

much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit,

1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received (dechomai) the word

of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God,

which also performs its work in you who believe.

      2.  “Word” -  Paul uses “rhema” for “word” (of God) instead of logos which he uses most often.

2 Timothy 4:2 preach the word (logos); be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort,

with great patience and instruction.

       a.  While Paul uses “logos” over 80 times in his 13 letters, he uses “rhema” only 8, including twice in      
Ephesians (5:26; 6:17).

      b.  In the LXX (Greek OT) it is difficult to determine any pattern of distinction between rhema and          
logos.  Sometimes they are used synonymously.  E.g., 

Psalm 56:10 In God, whose word (rhema) I praise, In the LORD, whose word (logos) I praise,

        c.  However, “in the NT rhema is used mostly for individual spoken utterances, and in OT citations and   
 echoes”  (ISBE vol. 4, p. 1102).  E.g., ...

Matthew 12:36   "But I tell you that every careless word (rhema) that people speak, they shall give an

accounting for it in the day of judgment. 



John 3:34    "For He whom God has sent speaks the words (rhema) of God; for He gives the Spirit

without measure. 

  d.  It is in this sense Paul appears to use “rhema.”

Romans 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word (rhema) of Christ.

Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for

her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word (rhema),

27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing;

but that she would be holy and blameless.

e.  If this sense is intended here, then what Paul is saying is that the church’s armor includes receiving
the word of God proclaimed to it - the word spoken in the churches by Christ’s appointed
messengers.  

f.  The spoken word of God has fallen on hard times in the American church in the last 3-4 decades. 
People avoid and/or diminish the significance of the spoken Word in the churches by those
familiar shepherds and messengers the Spirit has sent to us.  We can and ought to profit from
personal reading of God’s Word, from listening through multiple media venues the preaching
and teaching of God’s servants, but not to the exclusion of those the Spirit raises up for us
week after week in our gatherings as a body.  Receive the Word being spoken to you - it is
your Spirit provided armor. 

  B.  Obey His Word

Psalm 119:57   The LORD is my portion; I have promised to keep Your words

  Luke 6:46  "W hy do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say?

John 14:15   "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. ...  ... "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My 23

word; and My Father will love him, and W e will come to him and make Our abode with him. . 

Psalm 119:167   My soul keeps Your testimonies, and I love them exceedingly.  I keep Your precepts and 168

Your testimonies, for all my ways are before You. 

  C.  Speak His Word

  1 Timothy 4:13   Until I come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching. 

Ephesians 4:15   but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even

Christ, 

Psalm 119:13   With my lips I have told of all the ordinances of Your mouth. 

Psalm 119:46   I will also speak of Your testimonies before kings and shall not be ashamed. 

Ephesians 6:19  and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make

known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,  for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I 20

may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

  D.  Sing His Word

Ephesians 5:19    speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody

with your heart to the Lord; 

Colossians 3:16   Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one

another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.



Psalm 119:54   Your statutes are my songs in the house of my pilgrimage. 

Psalm 119:172   Let my tongue sing of Your word, for all Your commandments are righteousness. 

Hebrews 2:11   For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason

He is not ashamed to call them brethren,  saying, "I W ILL PROCLAIM YOUR NAME TO MY BRETHREN, IN 12

THE MIDST OF THE CONGREGATION (ekklasia) I WILL SING YOUR PRAISE." 

  E.  Give praise and thanks for His Word

Psalm 119:7   I shall give thanks to You with uprightness of heart, when I learn Your righteous judgments. 

Psalm 119:164  Seven times a day I praise You, because of Your righteous ordinances. 

Psalm 119:171   Let my lips utter praise, for You teach me Your statutes. 

  F.  Pray in accordance to His Word

Psalm 119 

 Teach me, O LORD, the way of Your statutes, and I shall observe it to the end.33  

 Give me understanding, that I may observe Your law and keep it with all my heart.34  

 Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, for I delight in it.35  

 Incline my heart to Your testimonies and not to gain.36  

 Turn away my eyes from looking at vanity, and revive me in Your ways.37  

 Establish Your word to Your servant, as that which produces reverence for You. 38

  G.  Study His Word

Psalm 119:15   I will meditate on Your precepts and regard Your ways. 

Ezra 7:9   ... the good hand of his God was upon him.  For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the 10

LORD and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel. 

  H.  Store up His Word

Proverbs 7:1   My son, keep my words and treasure (tsaphan) my commandments within you. 

Proverbs 10:14    W ise men store up (tsaphan) knowledge, 

  Psalm 119:11   Your word I have treasured (tsaphan) in my heart, that I may not sin against You. 

Psalm 37:31   The law of his God is in his heart; His steps do not slip. 

Conclusion

  A.  The Holy Spirit is committed to working in us all that is pleasing in God’s sight through God’s Word.     
He is committed to using God’s Word to regenerate us, to renew us, to work in us that faith, love,    
righteousness, truthfulness, peaceableness, enduring hope, and all the other ways we put on the Lord    
Jesus Christ for our preservation and protection from the evil one.

  B.  Believe in the Scriptures as the all good, all wise, inerrant Word of God by which Christ delivers and    
defends us from Satan and sin.

  C.  Desire and love the word of God above all earthly treasures and pleasures.

  D.  Do with God’s Word all that Christ desires.  The way we trust, love and receive God’s Word is the way we 
trust, love, and receive God’s son, the Lord Jesus Christ.
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