
The Lawful Use of the Law 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 119:1-8                    Hymn #702-  Wonderful Grace of Jesus 
1st Scripture:  1 Timothy 1:1-7                                        Hymn #421-  Rock of Ages 
2nd Scripture:  1 Timothy 1:8-11                        Hymn #11 (supp)-  My Savior's Love 

Introduction: 

 We have seen that the church at Ephesus has been infiltrated with unbiblical teachings 

(fables and disputes over endless genealogies) which only serve to cause division in the body.  

Paul here exhorts Timothy to command "some" to stay on track with the true doctrine, and to 

stop giving heed to these destructive falsehoods.   

 We saw that, at least part of what was being taught, was that, not getting married and 

avoiding eating certain foods was a path to greater knowledge and holiness (4:1-5).  However, 

such restraints were not commanded by God, and they were incapable of producing any form of 

holiness in those who practiced such things, nor could they serve as some means of walking 

closer with God.  In fact, all of God's true commands, serve a good and true purpose in 

producing love "from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith."  And so, 

those who sought to add to God's law, were teaching what Paul later calls, "doctrines of 

demons."  In other words, such teachings were of a demonic origin, ultimately intending to 

divide and destroy Christ's church. 

 This morning then, we move on to see Paul explain the lawful use of the true law, 

contrary to those who were adding to, and misusing the law of God, in accordance with Greek 

and/or Jewish distortions.   

I.  The Lawful Use of the Law 

 In verse 7, Paul had just exposed those who were teaching other doctrines and giving 

heed to fables and endless genealogies, as those who desired to be teachers of the law, while 

neither understanding "what they say nor the things which they affirm."   
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 Paul moves into verses 8-11 then, presenting the lawful use of the law, as a contradiction 

to its misuse, being presented by the influential "some," spoken of in verses 3 and 6, who have 

strayed from the truth and turned aside to "idle talk." 

 And so, he begins this contrast in verse 8 by saying, "But we know that the law is good if 

one uses it lawfully."  Now, there are three important things that we must realize about this 

statement, before moving on. 

 1) Paul states that we know that the law is good.  Now, this is important, because, 

whatever law Paul is speaking about here (which we will consider in a moment), he avows that 

this law is good.  In other words, the true law, God's law (His commandment -  see vs. 5) is good 

and proper.  We have already seen in verse 5, that the purpose of the (God's) commandment, is 

"love, from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith."  And so, the law is 

good, especially as it brings about these ends. 

 2) Paul adds, that the law is good if one uses it lawfully.  And so, the lawful use of the law 

is always good and proper.  In contrast, the unlawful use of even the good law, is obviously not 

good.  God has intended to use even His good law, for a good purpose, but when it is misused, 

that is unlawful and not good. 

 3) What law is Paul speaking about here?  Is he speaking about the entire Mosaic law 

(moral, ceremonial and judicial)?  No.  In fact, there are two very good evidences here, showing 

that Paul has the moral law (the Ten Commandments/Words) in mind here.   

 a- Verse 5 confirms this, as representative of loving God and others, being the summation 

of the Great Commandment (Also, "Love one another as I have loved you!").   

 b - Verses 9-10 clearly define this law, as those laws which fall in the categories of the 

Ten Commandments.  Unholy and profane = 1st-4th Commandments, Murderers of fathers and 

murderers of mothers = 5th Commandment, Manslayers = 6th Commandment, Fornicators and 

sodomites = 7th Commandment, Kidnappers = 8th Commandment, Liars and perjurers = 9th 

Commandment...etc.  All of these are very clearly, moral violations, and conveniently, they 

happen to be in the order of the Ten Commandments.  What you don't see here are any 

commands that address unclean foods, mixing different seeds or cloths, priestly 

requirements...etc, all of which, would not be good in a New Covenant (and gentile) context.   
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 And so, that law, which Paul defines as good, when it is used lawfully, is what we can 

distinguish as the Moral Law or Ten Commandments or Ten Words, which God Himself spoke 

audibly, which were written by the finger of God, and which were put into the ark of the 

covenant in the Old Covenant tabernacle, and which were distinguished from the rest of the 

Mosaic Law, in these and other ways, in accordance with their universal, transcendent nature.   

 Notice, how this is further confirmed by Paul's words in Romans 7, as he likewise, speaks 

there about the goodness of the Law of God, with the ultimate problem being found in our fallen 

nature, concerning the laws inability to justify anyone before God.  [Read Romans 7:7-12; vs. 7 

addresses the 10th Commandment!; See also Romans 13:8-10 - Again, the "love" connection] 

 Having established what law is here spoken of by Paul, and the goodness of that law 

(when it is used lawfully), let us now consider the proper use of that law, again, in contrast to the 

way, in which, the false teachers were adding to and abusing it.  And so, what then is the lawful 

function and use of the law of God?  [Read verses 8-11] 

 And so, what is the gist of what Paul is saying here?  Namely, that the law is primarily for 

sin infected, law breakers.  How is this the case?  Because the law reveals and exposes what is 

wrong; it exposes sin.  It does not, nor could it ever, provide righteousness, because those who 

are already righteous, don't need it for that purpose, and cannot add to their righteousness in any 

way.  You are either righteous or unrighteous, not righteous with the ability to increase that 

righteousness.  And that is why, once you've broken one commandment, you've broken the whole 

law. 

 The law exposes what is wrong, with no ability to correct that wrong.  On its own, it 

cannot produce righteousness.  All it can do is expose the disease, urging us to find the cure, 

which can only be found in Christ (vs. 11).  It is the standard for righteousness, by which all 

people are measured (that is why Christ fulfilled it), but it can do nothing to help attain 

righteousness.  Jesus Himself didn't become more righteous by keeping the law.  In the face of 

great temptation, He maintained the standard that He already was, and in doing so, He secured 

obedience and righteousness for us, so that we, who are unrighteous, could be declared righteous 

in the sight of God ("He made Him who knew no sin...").  And He died for us, so that our 

offenses could be removed and our sins cleansed. 
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 For the righteous, the law only reveals what they are and must continue to be.  But, 

keeping it, doesn't add anything to the individual, whatsoever.  For the unrighteous, it is the x-ray 

machine that exposes the problem, but can do nothing whatsoever to fix it.  For the righteous, it 

affirms that the standard is met, but does nothing to improve it.  It just doesn't function in that 

way.  It was never intended to function in that way, nor could it.  It is a good and righteous road 

sign, that simply states what is.  And grace is the active power of God by the Holy Spirit, as it 

were, overcoming the will and the desires, pressing the redeemed sinner toward new and 

improved obedience, for those who are yet imperfect, because of the effects of sin.  [The law 

says, "Stop, there is a cliff up ahead, to cars that are moving 90 mph with no breaks."  It has no 

ability to provide breaks, and compels you to cry out for help, to someone who can miraculously 

provide them.  And the law tells you that you must wear a shirt to get into this restaurant.  And 

when you have a shirt, it doesn't matter if you have a thousand shirts, with a hundred, full of 

diamonds.  That doesn't make you more able to get in, than if you had just one simple shirt.  If 

you own a shirt, nothing can make you more acceptable and welcome into that restaurant] 

 The false teachers, about whom Paul is speaking here, were utilizing and misusing the 

law, by presuming that by doing certain things, like denying natural desires, one could be made 

more righteous and holy [The Pharisees fell into this very trap, didn't they...trusting in their 

fastings and their tithes and their hand washings....etc, all as means of bolstering their self-

righteousness, as if, in some way, they were meriting the very favor of God by these means].   

 Even the believer/Christian, who wars against sin, never uses the law to increase holiness 

or righteousness.  Rather, the law is a guide, which reveals the perfect standard of righteousness, 

toward which, we ought constantly to strive after in grace (in Christ).  The Law is absolutely 

necessary then, but it is only good, when it is used lawfully, unto these ends...when it is 

recognized and utilized for its proper function in the life of the unbeliever and the believer, 

dealing in both cases (albeit in different ways), with those who are naturally corrupt/defiled.   

 The law then is a code to follow, grace is the power to change and follow.  The law says, 

"Over this way," from the other side of a large trench.  Grace is the bridge that carries you over to 

the other side of that trench.  The law tells what must be, because of who God is.  It informs, 
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convicts and condemns.  Grace carries you to God as you are, to be changed by the One who 

says, "Let there be light," and there was light. 

 And so, that would be my summary explanation for what Paul is getting at, in this 

context.   

 Now, before we move in the direction of closing, I want to briefly highlight two other 

things here, which we could easily pass over, if we are not careful.  And in doing so, I believe we 

would lose a diamond in this coal mine. 

 1) Notice, as Paul lists the several moral violations given in our text, the way in which he 

words his etcetera statement at the end of verse 10.  [Read vs. 9-10 again]  

 "...and if there is any other things that is contrary/opposed to sound doctrine..."  Do you 

see what Paul is saying here?  He is saying that immoral behaviors are contrary to sound 

doctrine/teaching.  What then is the presumption here?  That moral behavior is in keeping with 

sound doctrine.  Now, why do I say all of this?  Here, we have a very clear statement showing 

how what is believed (doctrine) directly effects how you act and live (behavior).  And so, we 

would not be wrong then to conclude that sinful behaviors emerge out of poor doctrine.  Again, 

doctrine matters, doesn't it? 

 2) Finally, don't lose sight of what Paul states in verse 11.  All of this, is according to "the 

glorious gospel of the blessed God which was committed to my trust."  Everything Paul has said 

about the law here, and its lawful use, is right in line, indeed, proceeding out of the very gospel 

itself.  In other words, the very substance of the gospel and all of the teaching enveloped in the 

gospel, itself, confirms all that Paul has stated here about the law.  This teaching is not based on 

some "side dish" teaching or minor principle found in the Scriptures.  No, this comes right out of 

the direct and implied teaching of the very gospel itself.  In other words, the Gospel itself 

proclaims a righteousness that is provided fully by God (an alien righteousness, completely 

outside of us), meeting the full standard of the righteousness of God, solely by the merits of 

Jesus Christ, not to be added to one iota, lest it be completely defiled by our touch. The moment 

we see any act of law keeping (God ordained or man-made tradition), as a means of improving 

our holy standing before God, is the moment we cannot stand before God at all.  [Ill. Uzzah tried 

to steady the ark with his own hands, and he was immediately struck dead]. 
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II. Closing Thoughts and Applications 

 In closing, brethren, let me leave you with two concluding thoughts and applications, in 

keeping with all that we have gone over here, this morning: 

 1) Brethren, be aware of our natural tendency to slip into a "law based" salvation.  Now, I 

say this, not to make you fear and dread the possibility of losing your salvation.  That cannot 

happen.  However, even in our good and righteous desires to pursue holiness in the fear of God; 

even in our love for God and our desire to pursue more Christ-likeness, we can make gradual 

shifts in the direction of assuming that our spiritual progress (or the way in which we measure up 

to God's law), determines whether or not God accepts us and views us in any favorable way.  In 

other words, we are so prone to shifting into a legal-based direction, when considering God's 

favor and delight in us.   

 Remember, brethren, not as a motive to freely sin, but even as a motive to pursue further 

holiness, that your standing and acceptance before God is never based upon the law...ever!  It is 

always, only based upon the righteousness of Jesus Christ, which you have freely received by 

grace, through faith.  That never changes, ever!  God receives you today; God delights in you 

and loves you today, in spite of yesterday or the success of your week, because He delights in the 

perfection of His Son, Jesus Christ!  You say, "Pastor, you don't understand.  I fell again.  I am so 

broken and crushed by my sin.  I feel as if God can no longer love me...etc." But the Scriptures 

say, confess your sin to God; come to Him freely without any cost to you, because Christ has 

already paid the price for those sins!  God can and does righteously forgive you, in and by His 

Son, Jesus Christ!  And He says, "Go forward then, in the battle.  Fight your sin and carry My 

gospel to the ends of the earth, because you are always, forever encased in a sphere of 

impenetrable grace!  My Son is your peace!  He is your forever peace with Me, and your clear 

conscience! 

 2) Friends, some of you, who are outside of Jesus Christ, are trusting in other means but 

Christ, or maybe other means plus Christ, to bring you to God.  See very clearly in this text, you 

cannot, by any of your good works and law keeping (individually and/or combined), merit one 

dust particle of God's favor toward you!  Your very nature is an offense to God, and your sins are 
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blemishes that cannot be washed out by law keeping and/or good works.  All that does, is smear 

it all around, like a bad eraser.   

 You can only be found innocent in God's sight; you can only be declared just and 

righteous in God's sight (according to His perfect standard), if you are in union with His Son, 

Jesus Christ.  And you can only be united to Christ by faith.  Repent of your sins, and believe in 

the Lord Jesus Christ this day, and be saved!  Call upon the Lord today, while He is near, and be 

washed and cleansed and declared righteous in the sight of God!   

Amen!!! 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25
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