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“You are but a poor soldier of Christ if you think you can overcome without fighting, and suppose you can have the crown 
without conflict.”                                                                                                                            ─John Chrysostom (347-407 AD) 

Hebrews 11:30 “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days.”  

2 Corinthians 10:4 “for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.” 
 
 
 
I.       We Must Remember Who Is in Charge (5:13-15) 
 

Christophony─a pre-incarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ 
 
 
Joshua 1:5, 9 “No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be 
with you; I will not fail you or forsake you…Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 
 
 
“One [way to do God’s work] is to make the best plans we can, and carry them out to the best of our ability…or, having 
carefully laid out our plans and determined to carry them through, we may ask God to help us, and to prosper us in 
connection with them. Yet another way of working is to begin with God; to ask His plans, and to offer ourselves to Him to 
carry out His purposes.”                                                                                                             ─Hudson Taylor (1832-1905) 

 
 
 
 
II.      We Must Comply With God’s Commands (6:1-6) 
 

“The Christian believes that in Christ he has died, yet he is more alive than before and he fully expects to live forever. He 
walks on earth while seated in heaven and though born on earth finds that after his conversion he is not at home here. 
Like a nighthawk, which in the air is the essence of grace and beauty but on the ground is awkward and ugly, so the 
Christian appears at his best in the heavenly places but does not fit well into the ways of the very society into which he 
was born.  

The Christian soon learns that if he would be victorious as a son of heaven among men on earth, he must not follow the 
common pattern of mankind, but rather the contrary. That he may be safe, he puts himself in jeopardy; he loses his life to 
save it and is in danger of losing it if he attempts to preserve it. He goes down to get up. If he refuses to go down, he is 
already down, but when he starts down he is on his way up. 

 He is strongest when he is weakest and weakest when he is strong. Though poor, he has the power to make others rich, 
but when he becomes rich his ability to enrich others vanishes. He has most after he has given most away and has least 
when he possesses most.  

He may be and often is highest when he feels lowest and most sinless when he is most conscious of sin. He is wisest 
when he knows that he knows not and knows least when he has acquired the greatest amount of knowledge. He 
sometimes does most by doing nothing and goes furthest when standing still. In heaviness he manages to rejoice and 
keeps his heart glad even in sorrow.  



The paradoxical character of the Christian is revealed constantly. For instance, he believes that he is saved now, 
nevertheless he expects to be saved later and looks forward joyfully to future salvation. He fears God but is not afraid of 
Him. In God’s presence he feels overwhelmed and undone, yet there is nowhere he would rather be than in that presence. 
He knows that he has been cleansed from his sin, yet he is painfully conscious that in his flesh dwells no good thing.  

He loves supremely One he has never seen, and though himself poor and lowly he talks with familiarity with One who is 
King of all kings and Lord of all lords, and is aware of no incongruity in so doing. He feels that in his own right he is 
altogether less than nothing, yet he believes without question he is the apple of God’s eye and that for him the Eternal Son 
became flesh and died on the cross of shame…Incredible Christian!”                                                               ─A. W. Tozer 
 
 
“That Jericho of yours will stand in front of you until there comes a moment in your life when you understand that Jericho is 
God’s gift to you in Christ. The victory over it is yours to take, but God will give it to you only when you get to the place in 
Christian experience where you fully admit in His presence that you are utterly unable to take it yourself.”   ─Alan Redpath 

 
 
 
 
 
III.     We Must Continue to Obey When Nothing Visible Is Happening (6:7-15) 
 
 

Hebrews 6:12 “so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.”   
 
Isaiah 30:18b (ESV) “For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for him.”  
 
Isaiah 40:31 “Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength…”  
 
Hebrews 10:36 “For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was 
promised.”  
 
John 11:21 “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.”  

Martha missed a healing and saw a resurrection from the dead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IV.      We Will See the Fruit of Obedience (6:16-20) 
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Sermon 6: Overcoming Obstacles to the Vision 

Series: A Vision Fulfilled 

Joshua 5:13-6:20 

 

When we get to Joshua 5, the Israelites are in the Promised Land! Now, it’s smooth sailing…isn’t it?   

Not quite! In an earlier message in Joshua, we looked at some of the pictures that God has given us of our 
spiritual journey. We saw that crossing the Jordan River and entering the Promised Land is the picture of 



the Christ filled life, the abundant life, the Spirit filled life, or the victorious life (all different phrases to 
describe the same thing). 

Sometimes, Bible teachers make it sound like once you come to a place of total surrender, total 
abandonment to the will of God, total reliance on the Spirit of Christ in you to live out Christ’s life 
through you, the battles are over and now it is smooth sailing to heaven. In reality, your battles will 
probably drastically increase! Now, the enemy recognizes the threat that you are to his plans and he 
unleashes all his ammunition to stop you. Once in Canaan, the battles didn’t stop for the Israelites; in one 
sense, the battles were just beginning. 

Canaan was a place characterized by victory, but there is no victory apart from battle. One of the early 
church fathers, John Chrysostom (347-407) said, “You are but a poor soldier of Christ if you think you 
can overcome without fighting, and suppose you can have the crown without conflict.” [John Chrysostom, 
source unknown] 

The difference in the warfare of a surrendered believer who is reckoning by faith on his crucifixion with 
Christ and allowing the Holy Spirit to fill him and a professing Christian who is unsurrendered, is that 
the surrendered Christian is fighting in the Lord’s strength and not his own. However, it is still battle; 
sometimes it seems like constant battle. 

Joshua has led the Israelites into the Promised Land, but immediately they faced a seemingly 
insurmountable obstacle. As a church, we have just laid out the vision that we believe God has for us. 
That vision focuses on making disciples and living a life of serving others (it is of course much more 
detailed than that). Now is not the time to take a deep breath and relax! Now the real battle begins. My 
greatest fear, relating to the vision that God has given us, is that we would yawn, decide that the vision 
had nothing new in it, and go on with church life just as it has always been. When it comes to a life of 
constantly stepping out of our comfort zones and beginning at least one discipling relationship, and 
getting involved in serving others there will be battles – battles with our flesh, with time constraints, with 
priorities involving vocation, sports, and fifty other sources of demands on our lives. We must decide if 
we are going to just give up or pick up our sword and, in full surrender to the Lord of Hosts, get into the 
battle. 

Vision Application: Beginning on Sunday night, October 9, we will put our series, “Answering 10 
Questions Skeptics Ask” on temporary hold, and we will use the teaching time to go over the simple 
discipling book, Living the Exchanged Life. We will take four Sunday night services to go over this simple 
tool to help you get started in a discipling relationship (October 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th). You will then be 
challenged to choose one person (or more) to lead through the booklet. In Body Life we will hear 
testimonies of people who are doing this. 

Let’s look at the obstacle that stood in the pathway of the Israelites. It was Jericho! Even though Jericho 
was not a large city, it was a strategic city. It guarded all the passes into Canaan, the Promised Land. If 
the Israelites were going to take the land called Canaan, Jericho had to go. Let me describe this strategic 
city. The walls were very high (some estimate ninety feet). There were actually two walls that surrounded 
the city. The two walls were separated by fifteen feet. Some experts think that the outer wall was about 
six feet thick and the inner wall was fifteen feet thick. I don’t like to “over-spiritualize” historical events, 
but in the New Testament book of Hebrews the battle of Jericho is used as an example of moving forward 
by faith. Hebrews 11:30: “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven 
days.” It wasn’t battering rams or dynamite that took down these walls; it was faith in the promises of 
God. 1 Corinthians 10:4: “for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the 
destruction of fortresses.” 

In this message, I want us to learn some principles for overcoming obstacles in our individual lives and 
families and in accomplishing the vision God has given us in the church by examining how the Israelites 
took down the obstacle that stood in the way of Canaan – the fortress of Jericho. 

I. We Must Remember Who is in Charge (5:13-15) 

Joshua was a veteran of many battles. He was likely surveying the situation to devise a plan to take the 
city of Jericho. Perhaps he was calculating in his mind how many ladders it would take to get enough 



men over these massive walls; how many battering rams would it take to break through not just one, but 
two walls? How many brave men would he lose in taking Jericho? Suddenly he sees an armed man facing 
him with his sword in his hand. Joshua says, “Are you for us or for our adversaries?” To paraphrase, this 
mysterious man said, “I have not come to take sides; I have come to take over.” 

Who was this mysterious man? Most Bible scholars believe that this was a pre-incarnate appearance of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. I certainly agree with that. Theologians call it a “Christophany.” No angel could 
make a place holy by his very presence. There are several of these Christphanies in the Old Testament.  
We need to be reminded that the incarnation of Christ was not His beginning. His conception in a virgin’s 
womb was the eternal God the Son taking on a human body with all of its limitations. Here, God the Son 
is called “the Captain of the Lord’s host.” The Lord temporarily took the form of a man to encourage and 
guide Joshua. This was the fulfillment of a promise that God made to Joshua in Joshua 1:5,9: “No man 
will be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; 
I will not fail you or forsake you…Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble 
or be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 

Here is a lesson that I want us to learn; when obstacles arise, don’t try to get the Lord on your side. We 
find out what His plan is and get on His side! Joshua was reminded that he was second in command; the 
Lord was in charge. This was not Joshua’s battle; it was the Lord’s. In times of trial and conflict I need to 
be reminded that it is the Lord’s battle; my part is to do what the Captain of the Lord’s hosts tell me to do. 
When I look at the drastic decline of the evangelical church in America, the dire predictions of where the 
church is headed, and the direction our nation is going, I get overwhelmed and discouraged. The battle is 
not ours; it is the Lord’s and as He was not in a panic over ninety-foot-high walls and an impossible task, 
neither should I be in a panic – the battle is the Lord’s. 

Hudson Taylor (1832-1905), the pioneer missionary to inland China and founder of the China Inland 
Mission, taught that there were three ways to do God’s work. “One [way to do God’s work] is to make the 
best plans we can and carry them out to the best of our ability…or, having carefully laid out our plans and 
determined to carry them through, we may ask God to help us, and to prosper us in connection with 
them. Yet another way of working is to begin with God; to ask His plans, and to offer ourselves to Him to 
carry out His purposes.” [Quoted in Warren Weirsbe, Be Strong, page 67] 

I don’t’ think I need to tell you which is the best way to do God’s work. We are not only to seek God for 
His vision; we are to continue to seek Him for His power and guidance to carry out the vision. We must 
be often reminded that the Lord who gives the vision is the one who is in charge of carrying it out. 

 

II.  We Must Comply with God’s Commands (6:16) 

These instructions that the Lord gave Joshua were quite amazing. This didn’t look like a very good plan 
to win a battle against a difficult foe! Yet, we hear no complaining from Joshua. In his face to face 
meeting with the Lord, he responded in Joshua 5:14b: “And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and 
bowed down, and said to him, ‘What has my lord to say to his servant?’” Why do you suppose the Lord 
told Joshua to win the battle this way? The text doesn’t tell us, but let’s do a little “sanctified speculation.” 
I think there were at least two reasons that Joshua was instructed to carry out the battle in this seemingly 
strange way. 

First, this methodology was a test of the willingness of the Israelites to carry out the accomplishment of 
their God given vision God’s way (even when His way seemed strange to them). Many of the Lord’s ways 
don’t make a lot of sense to the natural man (the man without Christ living in him). One of the greatest 
quotes I ever read in any book is this quote from A. W. Tozer in his book, The Incredible Christian. I like 
to use this in a message at least once a year! Tozer said,  

The Christian believes that in Christ he has died, yet he is more alive than before and he 
fully expects to live forever. He walks on earth while seated in heaven and though born 
on earth finds that after his conversion he is not at home here. Like a nighthawk, which 
in the air is the essence of grace and beauty but on the ground is awkward and ugly, so 



the Christian appears at his best in the heavenly places but does not fit well into the ways 
of the very society into which he was born.  

The Christian soon learns that if he would be victorious as a son of heaven among men 
on earth he must not follow the common pattern of mankind, but rather the contrary. 
That he may be safe, he puts himself in jeopardy; he loses his life to save it and is in 
danger of losing it if he attempts to preserve it. He goes down to get up. If he refuses to 
go down, he is already down, but when he starts down he is on his way up. 

He is strongest when he is weakest and weakest when he is strong. Though poor, he has 
the power to make others rich, but when he becomes rich, his ability to enrich others 
vanishes. He has most after he has given most away and has least when he possesses 
most.  

He may be and often is highest when he feels lowest and most sinless when he is most 
conscious of sin. He is wisest when he knows that he knows not and knows least when he 
has acquired the greatest amount of knowledge. He sometimes does most by doing 
nothing and goes furthest when standing still. In heaviness he manages to rejoice and 
keeps his heart glad even in sorrow.  

The paradoxical character of the Christian is revealed constantly. For instance, he 
believes that he is saved now, nevertheless he expects to be saved later and looks forward 
joyfully to future salvation. He fears God but is not afraid of Him. In God’s presence he 
feels overwhelmed and undone, yet there is nowhere he would rather be than in that 
presence. He knows that he has been cleansed from his sin, yet he is painfully conscious 
that in his flesh dwells no good thing.  

He loves supremely One he has never seen, and though himself poor and lowly he talks 
with familiarity with One who is King of all kings and Lord of all lords, and is aware of no 
incongruity in so doing. He feels that in his own right he is altogether less than nothing, 
yet he believes without question he is the apple of God’s eye and that for him the Eternal 
Son became flesh and died on the cross of shame… Incredible Christian!  
[Warren Weirsbe, The Best of A. W. Tozer, page 98-99] 

Our task is not to understand the whys; our task is to obey God and follow His directions. Dawson 
Trotman was the founder of the Navigators. His biography (Daws) has impacted hundreds of thousands 
of people (including me). Trotman had a military background. On occasion he would line up his four 
children and beginning with the oldest, he would ask this question, “What do your mother and I ask you 
to do?” The child would reply, “One thing, sir.” Trotman would then proceed down the row asking the 
same question of every child. Then he would return to his oldest child and say, “And what is that one 
thing?” The oldest child would say, “To do everything you say, sir!” [Donald Campbell, Joshua: Leader Under 
Fire, page 51] 

You may think that that is a little over the top, but that is a great way to look at our heavenly Father. 
What does He require of us? To do everything that He says. But the glorious truth is that He gives us the 
power and desire to do all that He says!  

Sometimes the Lord leads us in a way from what seems like the way that makes the most sense. Are we 
going to pass the exam and obey Him or are we going to take the “pragmatism” path and do that which 
seems to make sense to us?  

Second, I believe that these strange sounding instructions were to allow the Israelites to observe the 
human impossibility of taking down Jericho. Alan Redpath said, “That Jericho of yours will stand in front 
of you until there comes a moment in your life when you understand that Jericho is God’s gift to you in 
Christ. The victory over it is yours to take, but God will give it to you only when you get to the place in 
Christian experience where you fully admit in His presence that you are utterly unable to take it 
yourself.” [Alan Redpath, Victorious Christian Living, page 106]  



God allows us as individuals and as a church to come into impossible situations so that we can see God at 
work doing what only He can do. When this happens He gets all the glory.  

 

III.  We Must Continue to Obey When Nothing Visible Is Happening (v 7-15) 

Notice in Joshua 6:13 that they, “went on continually.” They kept circling and nothing happened. There is 
nothing that indicates that Joshua told them the plans more than one day at a time. They must have been 
thinking, “How long is this going to continue? When is God going to do something?” Here is where we 
often miss the Lord. We have sought the Lord, we have set out to obey, but nothing seems to be 
happening. The temptation is to give up. Maybe we missed the Lord. There is a verse that haunts me in 
the book of Hebrews. It is Hebrews 6:12: “so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who 
through faith and patience inherit the promises.” Continuing on when there seems to be nothing 
happening, is where success and failure are primarily determined.  

In this microwave, instant gratification world, it is hard to wait on the Lord. That is one reason why there 
are so many verses exhorting us to wait on the Lord. Here are a few.  

Isaiah 30:18b (ESV): “For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for him.”  

Isaiah 40:31: “Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength…”  

Hebrews 10:36: “For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may 
receive what was promised.”  

William Cary who is often called the father of modern missions labored seven years before he saw the 
first Hindu convert. Martha said to Jesus in John 11:21: “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would 
not have died.” Martha missed a healing and saw a resurrection from the dead. Oh how impatient we are. 
So many people march around their Jericho six times and then quit. How incredibly sad. Incomplete 
obedience is disobedience. We indeed, as Hebrews 10:36 says, need endurance, so that when we have 
done the will of God, we may receive what was promised.”  

 

Vision Application: As we seek God to give us a culture of disciple making and a church with a true 
servant’s heart, there will be times when nothing seems to be happening, but we must persevere. Our 
Elders must keep the challenge and opportunities in front of us and never give up.  

 

IV.  We Will See the Fruit of Obedience (v 16-20) 

Someone called this the shout of victory before they saw the victory in order to receive the victory. This 
was a shout of faith. This was exactly what the Lord had told them to do in verse 5: “when you hear the 
sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city will fall down 
flat.” That is exactly what happened. 

  

Conclusion 

I am convinced that it is the will of God that in a decaying culture of shrinking churches, God has given us 
the vision of seeing disciples making disciples; seeing Christians helping others follow Jesus. In a culture 
of self-centeredness, I am convinced that God has given us the vision of loving and caring for our 
community as well as for the forgotten people that others overlook. Opportunities are coming. Are you 
ready to see God work through you to make disciples and develop a culture of loving our own community 
in a way that Christ will be glorified and people will be drawn to our Savior?  
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