
“Appointed to Believe” 

Philippians 1:27-30 

(Preached at Trinity, September 11, 2016) 

 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. Paul is writing from his confinement in Rome as he awaits the verdict from the emperor.  
 While the verdict could go either way Paul has expressed his confidence that God will 

deliver him and enable him to return to them for their progress in the faith.  

Philippians 1:25 NAU -  "Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with you all for your progress and joy in the faith,"  

2. After spending several verses addressing his situation in Rome in Verse 27 he suddenly 

turns his attention from his circumstances to the situation of the Philippians. When Paul 

and Silas arrived at Philippi some 10 years earlier they quickly faced opposition. They 

were beaten and imprisoned. After 10 years the situation in Philippi has changed little. 

There was still much hostility against Christianity and the Philippians were suffering 

under the opposition.  

3. Paul encourages them to press on. Whether he is able to make a personal visit or not he 

admonishes them to walk worthy of the Gospel.  

Philippians 1:27 NAU - "Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the 
gospel of Christ"  

4. In Verse 28 Paul exhorts them not to fear their opponents. 

 The word for “alarmed” is ptu,rw is found only here. It means, “to be frightened” 

 The charge to us in the face of persecution is, “Do not be afraid.” 

1 Peter 3:14 NAS  -  "But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, 
you are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled,"  
Hebrews 13:6 NAS -  "so that we confidently say, "The Lord is my helper, I will 
not be afraid. What shall man do to me?" 

5. Paul reminds them of the greatest source of our comfort—God’s superintending hand 

over all the affairs of our life. He is telling them in Verse 28, “Do not be afraid of your 

persecutors because it is evidence of their condemnation but of your salvation.”  

In other words: 

 Their actions are consistent with their fallen nature and condemnation. 
Verse 28 - "which is a sign of destruction for them"  

 Your suffering is a sign of God’s call upon your life – of your salvation. 

Verse 28 - "but of salvation for you"  
6. In these verses Paul is reminding us that God is demonstrating His sovereignty in us. This 

is a powerful source of confidence for us. How can we be afraid of what God has 

ordained for us? He is working His purpose.  

7. This is particularly clear in Verse 29. Paul tells us that God has ordain both our salvation 

and our suffering. "not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake"  
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8. I want to place these truths before you. I’ll divide it over two weeks. 

 This morning I want us to consider our salvation as God’s appointment. He has granted 

that we believe in Him. 

 Next week we’ll look at the other important aspect of the Christian life. God has ordained 

that we suffer for His sake. 

 

I. Salvation is a work of God’s sovereign grace.  

 A. Salvation is an act of God’s Divine favor 

  1. Paul writes, "For to you it has been granted"  
The word for “granted” is cari,zomai – It literally means “to show favor.” 

It refers to God’s graciousness. It is a form of the word ca,rij which is the 

Greek word for grace.   

Ephesians 2:8 NAU  -  "For by grace you have been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God"  

  2. Paul says it has been granted for us "to believe in Him"  
   “believe” is the verbal form of the word for “faith” 

3. Our salvation is God’s work. Paul expressed this in Verse 28 

"but of salvation for you, and that too, from God."  
4. He chose to save us and He is accomplishing His purpose. 

Ephesians 1:5-6 NAU - "He predestined us to adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of 
His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved."  

B. The idea is that God has done something for us without which we would not have 

believed 

1. Sin has left us alienated from God.  

Romans 8:7-8 NAU - "because the mind set on the flesh is hostile 
toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is 
not even able to do so, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God."  

2. Humanity is broken. Sin has marred us. Our sinful actions demonstrate our 

corrupted nature. We are left in a miserable condition. To see a homeless 

person laying in the gutter should break our hearts. God didn’t create us to 

live like this.  

 And unless we be puffed up in pride, we may not be in the gutter but we 

are equally abominable in the sight of God. We shouldn’t pretend that our 

clean clothes and groomed hair makes us any more pure than the homeless 

person. 

3 We are helpless to do anything about it. The lost man lacks the ability to 

know or follow God.  

   Paul describes it as spiritual death 

Eph. 2:1 NAU - "And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,"  
4. In our fallen condition we are in love with our sin. We are like the pig who 

enjoys wallowing in the mud. 

Our entire nature is predisposed to sin. For Paul to say it has been granted 

for us to believe is a marvelous act of grace. It signifies a supernatural 

change. Our hearts of stone have been replaced with tender hearts of flesh.  
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5. It is all God’s work. He has done what we could not do for ourselves. 

Notice Paul says in Verse 29 - "For to you it has been granted for 
Christ's sake." We are saved through the work of Christ alone. 

 
II. Paul says, “It has been granted for you to believe” 

 A. We have a natural aversion to the Gospel 

  1. The Gospel declares God’s authority and dominion. We hate authority 

  2. The Gospel describes us as sinners under God’s condemnation. 

We’re naturally proud of ourselves. If we believe in heaven we certainly 

believe we are worthy of going there.  

3. The Gospel commands us to repent of our sin and cast aside our idols – 

but we love our sin and defend our idols at all cost. 

4. The Gospels commands us to trust in the work of Christ, but since we 

don’t see our wickedness we see little value in Christ. 

5. This is why most people quickly turn away. 
6. Something radically has to take place – something powerful must take 

place for us to turn to Christ. 

 B. God powerfully turns us from our sin and brings us to Himself 

  1. Jesus described it: 

John 6:44 NAU - "No one can come to Me unless the Father who 
sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day."  

  2. The word for “draws” is e[lkw – “to drag” 

3. Many today believe that God is moving equally upon the hearts of all men. 

They insist that what Jesus is really saying here is the Father is “wooing” 

them. This hardly fits the meaning of the word. The word implies 

powerful, forceful action. Not a benign wooing. 

John 18:10 NAU - "Simon Peter then, having a sword, drew it and 
struck the high priest's slave, and cut off his right ear; and the 
slave's name was Malchus."  
John 21:11 NAU - "Simon Peter went up and drew the net to land, 
full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three; and although there were 
so many, the net was not torn."  
Acts 16:19 NAU - "But when her masters saw that their hope of 
profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into 
the market place before the authorities"  

4. This doesn’t mean that God drags us against our wills. God grants that we 

believe by powerfully changing our hearts.  

C. Paul says, "For to you it has been granted . . . to believe in Him"  
  1. Paul is saying that God has blessed us with faith 

2. Saving faith involves transferring our trust away from our own good 

works, our own goodness and self-righteousness, our own resources and 

trusting fully in what Christ has done. Paul describes it in Chapter 3 

Philippians 3:9 NAU - "and may be found in Him, not having a 
righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on 
the basis of faith,"  
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III. Notice God’s motive for delivering us – “For Christ’s sake” 

 A. Our salvation isn’t ultimately about us 

  1. Too often we see life only through the narrow lens of our own existence 

Even if we ponder salvation it has us as the focus. What’s in it for me. It 

becomes nothing more than a ticket out of hell.  

 2. God has His own glory in mind 

Ephesians 1:5-6 NAU - "He predestined us to adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of 
His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved."  

 3. We are saved for Christ’s sake 

B. In election God chose a people for His Son 

 1. Jesus referred to those whom the Father “gave” Him 

John 6:37 NAU - "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and 
the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out."  
John 6:39 NAU - "This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all 
that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day."  

2. We are the Bride of Christ who has been betrothed by the Father to His 

Son. 

 

IV. Paul’s point here is to comfort God’s suffering people 

 A. First of all, it is glorious to know that God has set His love upon us 

1. The Philippians were suffering greatly because of the Gospel but they 

weren’t abandoned. They were precious in God’s sight 

  2. We cannot explain election 

a. We can’t explain why God would choose to love those who were 

infinitely defiled by sin. 

b. We cannot know why God chose one person over another – why 

Jacob over Esau, why God chose Peter over Judas 

c. We cannot know why we were born where the gospel is preached 

while millions perish having never heard 

2. The only thing we know is that He loved us because He loved us and 

because He loved us He chose us unto salvation and because He chose us 

He sent forth Christ to save us from our sin.  

 And then in due time He granted for us to believe 

B. Because God chose us and sent forth His Son to redeem us God will never allow 

us to fall away. No circumstance upon this earth will be powerful enough to take 

us away from His loving care. 

John 10:27-29 NAU - "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 
they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; 
and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  29 "My Father, who has given 
them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of 
the Father's hand."  
1. We are in the hands of our omnipotent God 
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  2. Not a single one of the elect shall be lost 

Romans 8:38-39 KJV – “For I am persuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”   

   a. Upon what is that wonderful passage based? 

b. It is based upon God’s wonderful love shed upon us before the 

world began  

 C. We have the comfort of knowing that God is working His purpose for our good 

Romans 8:28 NAU  -  "And we know that God causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose."  
1. It is of infinite comfort to know that God has a purpose and that we are a 

part of that purpose. It is of infinite comfort to know that God has chosen 

us adopted us as His dear children. 

2. We don’t understand all of the workings of God’s Providence but we can 

know that He has chosen us and loves us and that He is working for our 

good.  

3. The people of this world have no power before Him—only what He 

allows them to have. Paul reminds us,  

Philippians 1:28 NAU  -  " in no way alarmed by your opponents-- 
which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and 
that too, from God."  

4. All is from God. We can trust His sovereign direction. 

 

Conclusion: 
1. In light of all of this Paul says in Verse 27 - "Only conduct yourselves in a manner 

worthy of the gospel of Christ"  
2. And in Verse 28, Do not be "alarmed by your opponents"  
3. Paul is telling us that our entire life is a work of God’s grace. This must transform our 

way of thinking.  

 We must not fear the actions of men – they cannot change God’s love and 

acceptance of us.  

 And we must be gracious towards our brothers and sisters in Christ. They, too, are 
vessels of God’s grace. Even when they offend us we must remember that they 

are not the enemy. In humility we must remember that God has not yet completed 

His work in any of us. 

 

 


