
Pastors Are Not Professionals

Introduction

  A. We are pausing our series in Revelation this day to speak on the biblical perspective, and
therefore God’s perspective, of the office of pastor, a perspective that in many ways
applies to deacons as well as to all believers.

  B.  We elders agreed that this would be a timely message in light of our annual nomination
process beginning today to identify any elders and deacons Christ might be raising up
among us, as well as in light of tonight’s special 6 PM service where we elders will be
sharing with you our thoughts on leadership transitions in the coming years.  

  C.  There are a variety of expectations people have of pastors, some are correct and some are
misconceptions about the office.  And so to help us share Christ’s expectations for His
undershepherds, we look particularly today at the example and teachings of Christ’s
apostle Paul, who under the inspiration of Christ’s Spirit wrote ...

1 Corinthians 11:1  Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ. 

I.  The office of pastor is not a professional vocation, but a heavenly calling.  

  A.  Unlike professionals, pastors are neither hired by churches nor self-appointed.  They are
given their ministry as a gift from the exalted Christ through the work and calling of the
holy Spirit.  The church is called and responsible to discern those whom Christ is raising
up to shepherd it on Christ’s behalf.

Acts 20:17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders (presbuteroi) of
the church. ...  "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the 28

Holy Spirit has made you overseers (episkopoi), to shepherd (poimano) the church of
God which He purchased with His own blood. 

Ephesians 4:7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's
gift.  Therefore it says, "WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVE A 8

HOST OF CAPTIVES, AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN. ...  And He gave some as11

apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and
teachers,  for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of 12

the body of Christ; 

      1.  The late British pastor Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones wrote ...

A preacher is not a Christian who decides to preach. He does not just decide to do it; he
does not even decide to take up preaching as a calling. It is God who commands
preaching, it is God who sends out preachers.  This is something that happens to you;  it



is God dealing with you, and God acting upon you by His Spirit. It is thrust upon you , it
is presented to you and almost forced upon you constantly in this way.  

      2.  In the first chapter of his book, Brothers, We Are Not Professionals, John Piper writes:

We pastors are being killed by the professionalizing of the pastoral ministry. The mentality
of the professional is not the mentality of the prophet. It is not the mentality of the slave of
Christ. Professionalism has nothing to do with the essence and heart of the Christian
ministry. The more professional we long to be, the more spiritual death we will leave in our
wake. For there is no professional childlikeness (Matt. 18:3); there is no professional
tenderheartedness (Eph. 4:32); there is no professional panting after God (Ps. 42:1). ... How
do you carry your cross professionally (Luke 9:23)? ... You cannot professionalize the love
for His appearing without killing it.  And it is being killed.

  B.  Christ raises up pastors through the work of His church in nurturing them, testing them,
discerning Christ’s will for their ministry, and appointing/ordaining them to the ministry.

Acts 13:1  Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and teachers:
Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had
been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  While they were ministering to the Lord 2

and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to
which I have called them."  Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their 3

hands on them, they sent them away.  So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went 4

down to Seleucia and from there they sailed to Cyprus.

  1 Timothy 3:10   These men must also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons if they
are beyond reproach. 

1 Timothy 4:14  Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed on you
through prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by the presbytery. 

II.  Pastors are humble servants and shepherds of Christ’s people for whom He died.

Acts 20:18  And when they had come to him, he said to them, "You yourselves know,
from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time,  serving 19

the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which
came upon me through the plots of the Jews;  how I did not shrink from declaring 20

to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to
house,  solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith 21

in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  A.  CEOs who display humility, shed tears over their employees, and face constant disapproval
and hostility from elements of their community don’t ordinarily last long in our corporate
culture.  Humility is not a virtue often valued in the corporate world.  (Example of job
interview with Bambergers)



  B.  Some in the Corinthian church despised apostles like Paul for not being more CEO in
appearance.  CEOs are expected to be dominating, distinguished, wealthy, with expensive
cars and clothes.  Not so Christ’s apostles.

1 Corinthians 4:9   For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men
condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels
and to men.  We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are prudent in Christ; we are 10

weak, but you are strong; you are distinguished, but we are without honor.  To this 11

present hour we are both hungry and thirsty, and are poorly clothed, and are roughly
treated, and are homeless; 

III.  Pastors do not serve at their own pleasure, but at the pleasure of our King - Jesus
Christ.
    
  A.  Pastors consider themselves expendable for the will of God and Christ’s church, even as

Christ rendered Himself  expendable for the will of God and His church. 

Acts 20:22   "And now, behold, bound in spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not
knowing what will happen to me there,  except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to 23

me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions await me.  "But I do not consider my 24

life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry
which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of
God. 

   2 Corinthians 12:15   I will most gladly spend and be expended for your souls.  

2 Timothy 2:10  For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are
chosen, so that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it
eternal glory. 

  B.  If Paul knew he was facing imprisonment and suffering in Jerusalem, why did he go?  Why
didn’t he quit? When, where, whom, and for how long we shepherd are not options given
to us, nor is whether or when we retire.

1 Corinthians 9:16 For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under
compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel.  For if I do this voluntarily, I 17

have a reward; but if against my will, I have a stewardship entrusted to me.

“In the church, many people assume that men enter pastoral ministry simply out of a
desire to be pastors. But such an assumption is far from the truth. God makes men
pastors.  He calls us, gifts us, equips us, and sustains us. We enter pastoral ministry not
necessarily because we want to but because we must. It is not as if we are incapable of
doing other things for a living, but rather that we are incapable of doing anything else
that will allow us to obey God and find the God-ordained fulfillment that comes from
serving Him with the particular calling and gifts He has bestowed on us.”



Pastor Buck Parsons

IV.  Pay does not make the pastor.

  A.  Paul’s detractors in the Corinthian church claimed he was a diminished apostle, if one at all,
because he didn’t command a salary for his ministry.  Professionals are paid.  (Example:
conversation on plurality of elders)

      1.  Sometimes Paul did not receive the remuneration to which Jesus entitles those who preach
the gospel in order to serve as a godly example to the church.

Acts 20:34  "You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my own needs and to
the men who were with me.  "In everything I showed you that by working hard in 35

this manner you must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus,
that He Himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'" 

2 Thessalonians 3:7  For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example,
because we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you,  nor did we eat anyone's 8

bread without paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and
day so that we would not be a burden to any of you;  not because we do not have the 9

right to this, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you, so that you would
follow our example.  For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: 10

if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, either.  For we hear that some 11

among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like
busybodies.  Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to 12

work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread. 

      2.  Sometimes Paul did not receive the remuneration to which Jesus entitles those who preach
the gospel so as not to be a burden to a church.

2 Corinthians 11:7   Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself so that you might be
exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you without charge?  I robbed other 8

churches by taking wages from them to serve you;  and when I was present with you 9

and was in need, I was not a burden to anyone; for when the brethren came from
Macedonia they fully supplied my need, and in everything I kept myself from being a
burden to you, and will continue to do so. 

1 Thessalonians 2:9   For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working
night and day so as not to be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel
of God.  You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly 10

we behaved toward you believers; 

      3.  Sometimes Paul did not receive the remuneration to which Jesus entitles those who preach
the gospel so as to remove potential ammunition from false apostles and opponents who
would slander him as peddling the Word of God, and thus undercut his gospel, their



agenda being to turn the church against Paul and draw away disciples to themselves.

1 Corinthians 9:11   If we sowed spiritual things in you, is it too much if we reap material
things from you?  If others share the right over you, do we not more? Nevertheless, 12

we did not use this right, but we endure all things so that we will cause no hindrance
to the gospel of Christ.  Do you not know that those who perform sacred services eat 13

the food of the temple, and those who attend regularly to the altar have their share from
the altar?  So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living 14

from the gospel.  But I have used none of these things. And I am not writing these 15

things so that it will be done so in my case; for it would be better for me to die than have
any man make my boast an empty one. 

2 Corinthians 11:9  and when I was present with you and was in need, I was not a
burden to anyone; for when the brethren came from Macedonia they fully supplied my
need, and in everything I kept myself from being a burden to you, and will continue to
do so. ...  But what I am doing I will continue to do, so that I may cut off 12

opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in
the matter about which they are boasting.  For such men are false apostles, 13

deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 

  B.  Whether or not a pastor is paid makes him no more or less a pastor.  Professionals are paid,
but Christ’s pastors are not professionals.

2 Corinthians 12:11  I have become foolish; you yourselves compelled me. Actually I
should have been commended by you, for in no respect was I inferior to the most
eminent apostles, even though I am a nobody.  The signs of a true apostle were 12

performed among you with all perseverance, by signs and wonders and miracles.  For in 13

what respect were you treated as inferior to the rest of the churches, except that I
myself did not become a burden to you? Forgive me this wrong!

V.  Pastors do not serve in order to make a living, pay the mortgage, put food on the table,
put their kids through college, etc. 

  A.  Money can never be a pastor’s motivation to serve, or to remain in office beyond Christ’s
appointment.

   Acts 20:33  "I have coveted no one's silver or gold or clothes. 

1 Peter 5:2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under
compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but
with eagerness;



  B.  Paul did not pastor and preach in order to make a living.  When he didn’t have enough
money, he worked at another vocation until support from the churches arrived (E.g., in
Thessalonica & Corinth, from the Philippians).

2 Corinthians 2:17   For we are not like many, peddling the word of God, but as from
sincerity, but as from God, we speak in Christ in the sight of God. 

Acts 18:1   After these things he left Athens and went to Corinth.  And he found a Jew 2

named Aquila, a native of Pontus, having recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla,
because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. He came to them,  and 3

because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and they were working, for
by trade they were tent-makers.  And he was reasoning in the synagogue every 4

Sabbath and trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.  But when Silas and Timothy came 5

down from Macedonia, Paul began devoting himself completely to the word,
solemnly testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.

Philippians 4:15  You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first
preaching of the gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the
matter of giving and receiving but you alone;  for even in Thessalonica you 16

sent a gift more than once for my needs. 

VI.  Pastors leave a God-focused, Christ-focused legacy to the church.  

Acts 20:29   "I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock;  and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse 30

things, to draw away the disciples after them.  "Therefore be on the alert, 31

remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish
each one with tears.  "And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, 32

which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are
sanctified. 

Hebrews 13:7   Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you;
and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith. 

1 Thessalonians 2:19   For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even
you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming? 

Conclusion

  A.  In preaching God’s Word to you, know that I’m also preaching it to my own soul.

  B.  John Piper closes the first chapter of Brothers, We Are Not Professionals with this prayer ...

God deliver us from the professionalizers! ...  Cause us to hold to the cross with fear and
tremblling as our hope-filled and offensive tree of life.  Grant us nothing, absolutely



nothing, the way the world views it.  May Christ be all in all (Col. 3:11).  Banish
professionalism from our midst, O God, and in its place put passionate prayer, poverty of
spirit, hunger for God, rigorous study of holy things, white-hot devotion to Jesus Christ,
utter indifference to all material gain, and unremitting labor to rescue the perishing, to
perfect the saints, and to glorify our sovereign Lord.  Humble us, O God, under Your
mighty hand, and let us rise, not as professionals, but as witnesses and partakers of the
sufferings of Christ.  In His awesome name.  Amen.
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